Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Lyons, Troy [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIP1ENTS/CN=15E4881C95044AB49C6C35AOF5EEF67E-LYONS, TROY] 

9/14/2017 3:02:02 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ryj; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli] 

FW: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Whitehouse Air Travel 8-23-17.docx; Whitehouse Air Travel 8-28-17 Travel List.docx; Whitehouse Air Travel 8-10- 
17.pdf 


Importance: High 


will send this out this afternoon unless there are any edits/modifications. Please advise 


From: Trudeau, Shaun 

Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 10:32 AM 

To: Youngblood, Charlotte <Youngblood.Charlotte(S)epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Baptist, Erik 
<baptist.erik@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin(S)epa.gov> 

Cc: Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise(S)epa.gov>; Richardson, RobinH <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>; Palich, Christian 
<palich.christian@epa.gov>; Aarons, Kyle <Aarons.Kyle(S)epa.gov>; Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wendy@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Hi everyone, 

We (Erik, Justina, Charlotte, and 1) have reviewed the Whitehouse/Air Travel response for OGC, and we have 
no edits or comments concerning the attached version. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you, 

Shaun 

Shaun R. Trudeau 
Attorney-Advi sor 

Special Assistant to the Principal Deputy 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: 202.564.5127 


From: Youngblood, Charlotte 

Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 9:50 AM 

To: Lyons, Troy <l v ons.tro v@ epa.g o v>; Baptist, Erik <b aptist.erik@epa.gov >; Minoli, Kevin <Minoji.Kevin @ epa.g o v> 
Cc: Packard, Elise < Packard.Elise@epa.gov >; Richardson, RobinH < Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov >; Palich, Christian 
< palich,christian@epa.gov >; Aarons, Kyle < Aarons.Kv!e@epa.gov >; Blake, Wendy < Blake,Wendv@epa.gov >; Trudeau, 
Shaun <Trude3u.Shaun @ e p a.g o v> 

Subject: RE: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Yes. I'm looping Shaun in here. He coordinated with Justina, and I believe he will be routing the letter to our Front 
Office this morning. 
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Shaun - do I have that right? 


Thanks, 

Charlotte Youngblood 

Deputy Associate General Counsel 

General Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-0283 

voungblood.chariotte@epa.gov 

From: Lyons, Troy 

Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 9:47 AM 

To: Youngblood, Charlotte < Youngblood.ChaHot:te@epa,gov >: Baptist, Erik < baptisl:.erik@epa.gov >: Minoli, Kevin 
< M r no i i. Kevi n @ e pa .gov > 

Cc: Packard, Elise <P3ckard.Eiise @ e p a .B ov>: Richardson, RobinH < Richardson.Robin H @ e p a. gQ v>: Palich, Christian 
< palich.chrisi:ian@epa.gov >: Aarons, Kyle < Aarons.Kvle@epa.gov >: Blake, Wendy < Blake.Wendv(Sepa.gov' > 

Subject: RE: Updated oversight chart and priority list 
Importance: High 

I just received a call from Senator Whitehouse regarding the travel letter. Can we expedite this to get this out by 
tomorrow?] Ex. 5 - Delibefative Process 

__._.i_________ 

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process j 


From: Youngblood, Charlotte 

Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 2:03 PM 

To: Lyons, Troy < lvons,trov(Siepa.gov >: Baptist, Erik < baDtist,erik@epa,gov >; Minoli, Kevin < Mino!i.Kevin@epa,gov > 

Cc: Packard, Elise < P3ckard.Elise@epa.gov >: Richardson, RobinH < Richardson.RQbinH@epa.gov >; Palich, Christian 
<palich.christian @ e p a. go v>: Aarons, Kyle <Aarons.K v le @ e p a .go v>: Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wend v@ e p a. go v> 

Subject: RE: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Thanks, Troy. As discussed at our meeting last week, we are poised to help move these as quickly as possible. 1 just 
want to clarify for the benefit of others on the chain that, with the exception of the air travel letter (which I believe is 
being reviewed in our ethics office, but will double-check), ail of the letters "with OGC review" below came in yesterday 
afternoon/this morning, and we are working on routing them as quickly as we can (unfortunately I'm out of the office, 
but continue to monitor email and route the letters). I don't want anyone to get the misimpression that we are letting 
these sit in OGC. I'll double-check with Kyle that 1 haven't missed any. Kyle has been doing a great job routing 
everything. 

Thanks again to you both for your work on all of this! 

Best, 

Charlotte Youngblood 

Deputy Associate General Counsel 

General Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-0283 

voungblood.charlotte@epa.gov 
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From: Lyons, Troy 

Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 12:26 PM 

To: Baptist, Erik <ba p tist.erik @ e p a. go v>; Minoii, Kevin < Mino!i.Kevin@epa.fiov > 

Cc: Packard, Elise < P3ckard.Eiise@epa.gov >: Richardson, RobinH < Richardson.RobiriH(5)epa.gov >; Palich, Christian 
< palich.christian@epa.Rov >; Aarons, Kyle < Aarons.Kvie@epa.Rov >; Youngblood, Charlotte 
<Youngb!ood.Chariotte @ epa.a o v> 

Subject: Fwd: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Ogc-I know there are many balls in the air for you all, but I would appreciate your assistance in helping to get responses 
back to EPW by the end of the week. Ahead of next week's hearing, it would be ideal to get the OK email, travel and 
grants letters back to the committee by the end of this week. 

I appreciate your attention and assistance on these letters. 


Troy M. Lyons 
Associate Administrator 

Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


Ex. 6 


(cell) 


Sent from my iPhone 


Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Aarons, Kyle" <A3rorss. Kv !e @ep a.g o v> 

Date: September 12, 2017 at 12:06:51 PM EDT 

To: "Lyons, Troy" < ivons.trov@epa.gov >, "Palich, Christian" < palich.christian@epa.gov >, "Ringel, Aaron" 
<ri ng eLaaron @ epa.g o v>, "Richardson, RobinH" <Richard-Son.RobinH @epa. g o v>, "Youngblood, 
Charlotte" < Youngblood.CharjQtte@epa.gov >, "Baptist, Erik" < baptist.erik@epa.gov > 

Cc: "Williams, LaShawn" <wiHiams.lash;iwn @ep a .g ov>, "Cheatham-Strickland, Latonia" <Cheatham" 
Strickland.L3toni3@epa.gov >, "Rodrick, Christian" < rodrick.christian@epa.gov >, "Frye, Tony (Robert)" 
< frve.robert@epa.gov >, "Shimmin, Kaitlyn" < shjmmjn.kaitlvn@epa.gov > 

Subject: Updated oversight chart and priority list 

Hi all - Ahead of next week's confirmation hearings, we'd like to get as many of these letters delivered 
as possible. These are roughly in priority order. 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 
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Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


In addition to the letters above, we are waiting for documents to be available on a number of EPW 
requests: 

• Carper: Honest Act / HR 1430 (interim letter sent informing committee of ongoing search) 

• Whitehouse: Tate Bennett Ethics (interim letter sent) 

• Carper: Clean Power Plan EO 

• Carper: Chlorpyrifos (interim letter sent) 

• Carper: Board of Scientific Counselors (interim letter sent) 

As noted in the attached chart, we have now received 32 oversight letters from a member of the EPW 
minority during the 115*'^ Congress. We have formally responded to 24 of these requests. Note we have 
sent fewer than 24 letters as some of our outgoing letters explicitly respond to more than one incoming 
letter. Also note that not all responses are substantive; some simply indicate that we are working on a 
document search and will deliver documents once available. 

Thanks, 

Kyle 


Kyle Aarons 

Congressional Affairs 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

202-564-7351 
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WASHINGTON, DC 2S51?TOS0S 


Augiist 10, 2017 

The Honorable Scott Pmitt 
Administrator 

Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 


Dear Administrator Pruitt: 


As a member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, one of my 
responsibilities is to conduct oversight over the Environmental Protection Agency. To that end, I 
request you provide documents related to air travel taken by you or any EPA employee since 
February' 17,2017, on any flight other than a regularly scheduled, commercial flight (e.g., 
charters, company jets). Insofar as any responsive documents do not include the following 
infomiation, please Indicate; 

® Date, deparbore city, and destination; 

® Cost of the flight; 

® Who arranged and paid for the flight; 

® Flight roster, including affiliations; 

» WTiy a commercial flight was not used; and 
® Purpose and length of the trip. 

I request a response no later than August 24,2017. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Emily Enderle at cinily eaderle@whi teJu>use.senate .go v. 


Sincerely, 



United States Senator 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


CC: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Rodrick, Christian [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPlENTS/CN=6515DBE46DAE466DA53C8A3AA3BE8CC2-RODRlCK, CH] 

4/16/2018 9:53:57 PM 

Lyons, Troy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Jackson, Ryan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Wilcox, Jahan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=88fd588e97d3405d869bcae98d391984-Wilcox, Jahj; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli]; Frye, Tony (Robert) 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=58c08abdfclb4129al0456b78e6fc2el-Frye, Rober]; Palich, Christian 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=330ad62el58d43af93fcbbece930d21a-Palich, Chr]; Ringel, Aaron 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1654bdc951284a6d899a418a89fb0abf-Ringel, Aar]; Shimmin, Kaitlyn 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=becb3f33f9al4acd8112d898cc7853c6-Shimmin, Ka] 

RE: 4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx 
4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS V2_OCIR.docx 


All, 

Apologies. I did not have Ryan's most updated doc. Attached are our updates included in Ryan's version from 5:36PM 
this evening. 

Christian Rodrick 
Special Assistant 
Congressional Affairs U.S. ERA 
O: (202) 564-4828 


From: Rodrick, Christian 

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 5:45 PM 

To: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan(5)epa.gov> 

Cc: Wilcox, Jahan <wiicox.jahan@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz(5)epa.gov>; Frye, Tony (Robert) 
<frye.robert@epa.gov>; Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov>; Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>; Shimmin, 
Kaitlyn <shimmin.kaitlyn@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: 4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx 


All, 

Attached are updates 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


Thanks, 

Christian Rodrick 
Special Assistant 
Congressional Affairs U.S. ERA 
O: (202) 564-4828 
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From: Lyons, Troy 

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:56 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan <i a ckson.rv3n( g e p a.g o v> 

Cc: Wilcox, Jahan < wjicox.iah3n@epa.gov >: Bowman, Liz < Bowman.Liz@epa.gov >; Frye, Tony (Robert) 
< frve.robert@epa.gov >; Rodrick, Christian < rodrick.c.hnstjan@epa.gov >; Palich, Christian < pajich.christian@epa.Rov >; 
Ringel, Aaron <ring e i.aarong 5 e p a.g o v>; Shimmin, Kaitlyn < shimmin.kaH:SvngBepa.go v> 

Subject: Re: 4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx 

Tony/CRod-could you assist w this? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 16, 2018, at 4:45 PM, Jackson, Ryan < iackson.rvanPepa.gov > wrote: 

Attached are my initial changes to the Hot Topics page. I could use some help in fairly short order to 
review my edits and to add additional issues which we know he will be asked about. 

Can you help get your offices to turn this around soon? 


<4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx> 
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Message 


From: Penberthy, Tania [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPlENTS/CN=712FCF2F48594AE58F36386576BDB74D-PENBERTHYJ 
Sent: lIl’illQli 7:45:54 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 

Subject: Daily Clips, July 23, 2018 

Administrator Scott Pruitt 

Pail? Beast - John Kelly Signed Off on a ‘Purge’ of Scott Pruitt Loyalists From EP A 

Washington E.xaminer - EPA Under Pnairt Slashed I3S0 Million In Reguiadons, 3()QJ)00 Hours of Red Tape 

Auto 

Bloomberg; ■■ Trump to Seek Repeal of California's Stno^-Fighang Po-wer 
E&H. News ■■ Cmeens Decrv 'Orwellian' New I'ltie tor Car-Krnissions Rule 


Politico ■■ Auto Riile Rollback (louki Hinge on Higirway Deaths 

The Hill ■■ Trump to Propose Blocking- Califoniiab Clean Car Standards: Report 

Vl'TrW’ - Illitiois Sues EP A Over PruittT Imopj-iole for "Super Polluting’ Trucks 

Biofuel 

R.eiirers ■■ EP.A. VCTong;lv Denied Biofuel Waiver For West Virania Rerlnery: (lourt 

Clean Up Sites 

E&E N'ovs - ( officials 1:0 Test Nava jo Wtidls Ixakin g har htiars 
WTHR. • E]:E\ ('lalls for Sairitaiing Plan for Franklin Intiuslrial Site 

.Jr.. 

Coal Ash 

CNN - Wii:h EPa\ Rule Phanoe' Wornes lang e r for Th ose Near Coal Ash P ond s 


Eopn 5 r.Ne\v:i..v:..Ciec;)rgia.N.ext jrLjnf!e..i;or.HPA. Ai)|;)n;)vaj j;)TLStateifoaL AsJ;Lih:: 0 Bk..J;l 02 gl^ 

lliO]i:;3.o.hiFT„Rctill;);ack (;;J;.i:ie>aL.Asltlfo;g!l|ari(;>ris..C(;>y]d Sigi;iific3i5ti;y Jin|;Kxcr jJt 

EPA Spending Bill 

Water j:iyiaiice aifoJVlanage!Tient;,,:; Hoiise A|aproYM.i:t£A S|;)aini 

Ozone 

Tri-City Herald -- Oeone Pollution Alerts May Be the New Nomial for Tri-Cities. One Starts Sunday 

Wastewater 
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Administrator Scott Pruitt 


Daily Beast 

John Kelly Signed Off on a ‘Purge’ of Scott Pruitt Loyalists From EPA 

f‘ ] 5 ^v^Av.thedailYbeast.corri/i o hn -kell y -Si g ned- oi :f --on-a-pui:ge-of-sco H:--pruitt--io y aHsts -i:rorri- 
' P \rc5.B]ALrL:tt4y2Ct2&w|;M]in 

Posted: July 22"'*, 2018 @ 8:35pm By: Lachlan Markay and Asawin Suebsaeng 

The Trump White House has moved quickly to force out a trio of staffers loyal to former scandal-plagued 
Flnvironmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pmitt, according to multiple sources familiar with the situation. 

One administration source described it as a “purge” of Pmitt loyalists that was orchestrated by a VHiite House staff 
that had, for months, clashed with the ex-administrator and his team over ethical lapses and lavish personal 
spending and travel. 

According to sources with knowledge ot the situation, Chief of Staff John Kelly gave the greenlight to the efforts to 
remove the three officials after Pruitt’s resignation from the FIPA this month. Kelly, along with other senior aides to 
President Donald Tmmp, campaigned for montlis for Pmitt’s firing. As The Daily Beast reported in early April, 
Kelly had a tense phone call with Pruitt, telling the now-former F,PA chief that the torrent of scandals needed to 
stop. 

At least one of the axed Pmitt aides, spokesman Lincoln Ferguson, had planned to leave the EPA prior to Pmitt’s 
departure. But the White House Presidential Personnel Office, overseen by senior Tmmp aide Johnny DeStefano, 
expedited his resignation. 

Senior FIPA communications adviser Jahan Wilcox, who frequently clashed with the press and served as a top 
enforcer for his chronically embattled former boss, was also asked to tender his resignation at PPO’s request. 

Hayley Ford, the FTA’s deputy White House liaison, was also pushed out this month following Pmitt’s ouster. 

In their time working at Pmitt’s side. Ford and Wilcox had gained a reputation within the West Wing as people who 
absolutely “had to go” once Pmitt finally left the Tmmp administration, a X^Tiite House source said, yknother 
official familiar wdth tlie post-Pmitt “purge” added that Ford had been “escorted out” of tlie federal agency alter 
she was axed. 

There is often staff turnover at agencies when new leadership takes over. But the changes at the FLPA were rooted 
in long-simmering tensions inside the administration. Under Pmitt, the EPA clashed repeatedly^ with the \Kdiite 
House, with a number of agency officials resisting official White House requests, such as demands that Pmitt turn 
over copies of official travel records amid a probe into the administrator’s spending on chartered and first-class 
airfare. 

Officials at botli the White House and the EPA hope to move past an era racked by controversy, press scmtiny, and 
numerous investigations into the conduct of the agency’s chief. The removal of the three ETA officials was seen by 
one source as an effort to infuse new blood into the agency now led by Acting Administrator Andrew’ Wheeler. 
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XK/Tiite House spokespeople did not respond to multiple requests for comment. The EPA declined comment on this 
story. 

Washington Examiner 

EPA Under Pruitt Slashed $350 Alillion In Regulations, 300,000 Hours Of Red Tape 

lTrt p s: // w\¥\v.wasIdn gto nexatruru:T.cotTUwashin gt x:)n--secr ets/epa--under--i:)ruitt--s lasi'ied--350--rn.iHion-in--re gi jIaj:tons-- 

300-000-hoitrs-of-red-tape 

Posted: July 23“^, 2018 @ 11:31am By: Paul Bedard 

The Environmental Protection Agency under former Administrator Scott Pruitt led the administration’s successful 
war on regulations, slashing enough to produce $350 million in savings and eliminate 300,000 hours of paperwork. 

A new report on the agency’s efforts found that the EIP A “was a net deregulatory agency,” and a highlight of 
President Trump’s effort to eliminate many Obama-era regulations. 

MCdiaf s more, the American Action Fomm report found that Pruitt set in place an anti-regulatory mindset that 
should keep the FIPA at the leading edge of deregulation under Trump. 

The report is the first to look at the impact of Pruitt, who resigned July 5 after battling a string of controversies 
involving his leadership. 

“VHiile he received a lot of attention for his personal actions, Scott Pruitt’s tenure at FIP A moved the agency in a 
very different direction substantively than under the previous administration,” said the report compiled by Dan 
Goldbeck, a senior research analyst for regulatory policy at the American Action Forum. 

During his time at EPA, Pruitt was backed by Trump because of his deregulation efforts. 

In the report, provided to Secrets, Goldbeck cited these highlights: 

• Final rules from the agency produced nearly $350 million in cost savings and cut more than 300,000 hours 
of paperwork burdens. 

• In addition to specific rulemaking actions, Pmitt established the framework for a substantial shift in EPA’s 
mission and practices. The most notable changes included: narrowing the agency’s regulator)? scope, 
reforming the practice of “sue and settle,” and re-examining the data and analytical processes used to justify 
mlemakings. 

• \KTiile FIP A’s leadership will change, the Pmitt-era policy changes will almost certainly continue. The agency 
is on track to exceed its deregulatory target for this year, and it is only a matter of time before its most high- 
profile deregulatory measures (e.g. Clean Power Plan Repeal and adjusted fuel efficiency standards) wind 
their way through the rulemaking process. 

“The fact that EPA was a net cost-cutter during his tenure is significant,” said the report. 

Goldbeck lists specific changes that led to the savings, but also emphasized the impact of Pruitt’s war on how the 
agency’s pro-regulation culture has changed. 
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“Pruitt’s tenure at EPA marked a dramatic shift in the agency’s underlying mission and culture — perhaps more so 
than under any other member of President Trump’s cabinet,” he said. 

Auto 


Bloomberg 

Trump to Seek Repeal of California's Smog-Fighting Power 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-07-23/tiaifnp-is-sakl-tQ-seek-repeal-ot-california-s-smog- 
:tigb.!:ingrpQwet 

Posted: July 23'^'*, 2018 @ 12:07pm By: Ryan Beene , Jennifer A Dlouhy , John Lippert, and Ari Natter 

The Tmmp administration will seek to revoke California’s authority to regulate automobile greenhouse gas 
emissions — including its mandate for electric car sales — in a proposed revision of Obama-era standards, according 
to three people familiar with the plan. 

The proposal, expected to be released this week, amounts to a frontal assault on one of former President Barack 
Obama’s signature regulatory programs to curb greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change. It also 
sets up a high-stakes battle over California’s unique ability to combat air pollution and, if finalized, is sure to set off 
a protracted courtroom battle. 

The proposed revamp would also put the brakes on federal rules to boost fuel efficiency into the next decade, said 
the people, who asked to not be identified discussing the proposals before they are public. Instead it will cap federal 
fuel economy requirements at the 2020 level, which under federal law must be at least a 3.5-mile-per-gallon fleet 
average, rather than letting them rise to roughly 50 mpg by 2025 as envisioned in the plan left behind by Obama, 
according to the people. 

As part of thb effbff, thi/U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will propose revoking the Clean AircActwaivet 
granted to California that has allowed the state to regulate carbon emissions from vehicle tailpipes i and force 
carmakers to sell electric vehicles in the state in higher numbers, according to three people familiar wifln the plan* 

The U.S. National Elighway Traffic Safety Administration will likewise assert that California is barred from 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions from autos under the 1975 law that established the first federal fuel-efficiency 
requirements, the people said. 

The proposal is still in the final stages of a broad interagency review led by President Donald Trump’s Office of 
Management and Budget, but these major elements of the plan were not expected to change, the people said. 

Messages seeking comment from C)MB, Nl ITSA and the 1/PA were not immediately returned. California Air 
Resources Board head Mary Nichols declined to comment. Once the agencies fonnally unveil the proposal, the 
public Avill have a chance to weigh in, with those comments used to develop a final mle that could be implemented 
as soon as the end of the year. 

Although the proposal will outline other options, the administration will put its weight behind the dramatic 
overhaul, including the revocation of California’s cherished authority, the people said. 
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The state’s 2009 waiver under the Clean Air Act has allowed California to set emissions rules for cars and trucks 
that are more stringent than the federal government’s. But the state has aligned its rules with those set by the EPA 
and NHTSA in a so-called national program of clean-car rules. Negotiations toward another set of harmonized 
rules has not yet yielded agreement. 

It Trump’s plan sticks, it could be his biggest regulatory rollback yet. Agencies are expected to claim it will reduce 
traffic fatalities by making it cheaper for drivers to replace older, less-safe cars, while paring sticker prices for new 
vehicles even if motorists have to spend more for gasoline. 

California, for its part, rejects the idea that its 48-year ability to write its own tailpipe emission rules should end. “We 
have the law on our side, as well as tlie people of the country" and the people of the world,” said Dan Sperling, a 
member of the state’s Air Resources Board said. 

The most-populous U.S. state and 16 others plus the District of Columbia filed a lawsuit on May 2 seeking to block 
the Trump administration’s effort to unravel the Obama-era emissions targets. Sperling said that number will grow 
as more and more people come to realize how fundamentally Tmmp is attacking the idea of states’ rights. 

Caught somewhere in the middle are automakers, which in recent months have stressed they would not support 
freezing the federal targets and want Washington and Sacramento to continue linking their vehicle efficiency goals. 
While they spent the first year of the Trump administration attacking Obama’s rules as too costly, they fear die 
regulatory uncertainty that a years-long court battle over a rollback would create. In addition, other major auto 
markets such as China and Europe are pressing forward with tougher mandates of their own for cleaner cars. 

"This is nothing less than an outrageous attack on public health and states’ rights," said Frank O’Donnell, president 
of Clean Air Watch. "Ids a dumb move for an administration that claims it wants peace, because this will lead to an 
emissions war: progressive states versus a reactionary federal government. The big question: who will the car 
companies back?" 

Some conservatives have long chafed at the rare authority granted California and welcome the effort to revoke. 

"Congress didn’t intend for California to set national fuel economy standards," said Steve Milloy, a policy adviser 
for the Heartland Institute, a group critical of climate science. "It’s nutty it’s been allowed to develop. National fuel 
economy standards are set by the federal government so that’s what we are going to do." 

E&E News 

Greens Decry 'Orwellian' New Title tor Car-Emissions Rule 
hAii;)s;,//;w[ww.eenews. net/greenwire/stones./1()6009()065 
Posted: July 2018 By: Maxine Joselow, E&E New’s reporter 

The WTite House Office of Management and Budget has tweaked the title of EPA's proposed rollback of Obama- 
era clean car rules, placing a greater emphasis on safety and cost. 

The proposal is now titled "The Safer and Affordable Fuel Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule" for model years 2021 to 
2026, according to the Reginfo.gov online regulations repository. 
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Previously, it was called "2021-2026 Model Year Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards and Light-Duty 
Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Fimissions Standards." 

The change signals the proposal's impending release. EPA is expected to formally announce it sometime this week, 
said an agency official (E&E News PM, July 19). 

The change also suggests FIPA may seek to justify the rollback by arguing it will increase safety on the roads and 
save consumers money. 

With regard to safety, nearly 40,000 people die on the nation's highways each year, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. EPA may argue that increases in fuel efficiency are often achieved by 
downsi 2 ing and lightweighting, which lead to less safe vehicles. 

With regard to cost, a new light-duty vehicle has an average price tag of $36,270, according to Kelley Blue Book, a 
California-based automotive research company. EPA may argue increases in fuel efficiency can raise the up-front 
cost of a new car. 

Former FIPA Administrator Scott Pruitt previously mentioned cost as a primary concern in his April announcement 
about revising the standards (Greenwire, Apnl 3). 

Paul Billings, senior vice president for advocacy at the American Lung Association, called the new title "Orwellian." 

"It's an attempt to create some sort of narrative that cars are unsafe and this is going to make cars more safe, which 
is absurd," Billings said. 

Wdiile EPA may claim the Obama-era rules lead to higher costs for consumers, "more fuel-efficient cars pay for that 
initial investment very quickly, particularly at today's gas prices," he said. 

In addition to tweaking the proposal's title, OMB also listed several meetings about the rollback among interested 
advocates, FIPA and the Department of Transportation. 

Attendees listed represent both industry^ and environmental interests, including the Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers, the Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association, Environment America and the National 
Association of Clean Air Agencies. 

EP/V didn't respond to a request for comment seeking details on the proposal's release. 

Transportation Department spokesman Andy Post said in an email, "We will keep you posted as we get closer." He 
declined to provide further details. 

Politico 

Auto Rule Rollback Could Hinge on Highway Deaths 

https://wv^-.politico.com/newsletters/morning-energy/2018/07/23/auto-aile-roji back-couki-hinge-on-highwav- 
dcaths-293797 

Posted: July 23'"^, 2018 @ 10:00am By: Kelsey Tamborrino 
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The Transportation Department and EPA are gearing up to release a proposal rolling back Obama-era rules 
requiring significant gains in car fuel efficiency as soon as this week — and the Tmmp administration appears ready 
to arguie that less efficient cars are safer for human lives. 

Newly posted OMB meeting records show for the first time that the EPA version is called the “Safer and 
Affordable Fuel Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule.” (The rulemaking previously had a more generic name.) Former 
Administrator Scott Pruitt made it clear in April whetiihiiitinbunGed plans to roll back EP A’s greenhouse gas 
standards that lowering the up-front costs of ne#VehiileliS®:a:major conce in part because he said higher 
prices could motivate consumers to continue dri^nglildiijiiirtitir cars. 

But the safety reference in the rule’s name is a new and apparently key feature of the rollback. The debate over 
whether increases in fuel efficiency —which are often driven by downsi 2 ing and lightweighting — mean that those 
vehicles are less safe has been raging for about as long as fuel economy standards have existed. The forthcoming 
proposal is expected to analyze whether lowering the fuel efficiency targets means fewer traffic fatalities — 
potentially more than 1,000 of the nearly 40,000 annual highway deaths in the U.S., according to sources familiar 
with a draft that circulated earlier this year. It is not clear whether the proposal will factor in the costs related to 
increased air pollution associated with rolling back the standards, but the Trump administration has already been 
relying on much lower figures to estimate the cost effects of climate change in rolling back other Obama-era rules. 
Advocates of low’er efficiency note that traffic deaths per capita and per miles driven have decreased significantly 
since fuel economy standards were first created by Congress in the 1970s. 

The Hill 

Trump to Propose Blocking California’s Clean Car Standards: Report 

http: / /thehill.com/policY/energy-environment/398372-l:rump-admin-to-propose-biockiiig-caIiforiiias-clean-car- 
standards 

Posted: July 23"*, 2018 @ 12:38pm By: Timothy Cama 

The Tmmp administration is planning a proposal to block California regulators from enforcing their owm emissions 
standards for vehicles sold in the state. 

Bloomberg News reported Monday tliat the proposal will be part of a regulation the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) will jointly propose in the 
coming days to freeze or reduce federal greenhouse gas emissions and fuel efficiency mles for cars. 

The proposal w^ould set up a battle wtith California over whether the Clean Air Act allow^s its decades-long 
aggressive crackdown on car emissions. Tlie fight is almost certain to go to court if tlie administration pursues it. 

The mles have become part of California’s environmental identity, as w^ell as part of its efforts to clean the air in 
Los Angeles and other heavily polluted areas. 

The Obama administration permitted California to set its own greenhouse gas emissions for cars in 2009, giving it a 
wamer under the Clean Air Act. Numerous other states now^ follow California’s standards. 

Under Obama, the EPA and NHTSA decided to negotiate with California so that the country retains one 
nationwide standard, even though California had the authority to institute its own. 
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Separately, the Golden State uses its waiver to require car companies to sell a certain amount of electric vehicles in 
the state. That authority would also be revoked with the Tmmp administration’s action. 

The EPA and NHTSA revealed in a regulatory notice Friday that its upcoming proposal to reduce vehicle efficiency 
and emissions standards will be dubbed the “Safer and Affordable Fuel Efficient Vehicles Rule,” indicating that 
administration officials will likely argue tliat stricter standards would compromise safety. 

Then-EPA head Scott Pruitt formally declared inlAprilliiiiiift plan to make emissions and efficiency 

standards stricter through 2026 is not appropriate! It was the first step toward potentially rolling the standards back. 

The agencies are expected in the coming days to float a proposal with a handful of ideas, including various levels of 
looser mles through 2026 and freexing the standards in 2020 with no additional ramping up. 

WTTW 

Illinois Sues EPA Over Pmitf s Loophole for ‘Super Polluting’ Tmcks 

lTi;t p s://chica g oton ig htwttw.corn/2018 / 07 / 23 / illirK)is-su es-et:)a-over-pru.itfr-s-loop h. o ie-su p er p olluting-jTucks 
Posted: July 23“^, 2018 @ 2:08pm By: Alex Ruppenthal 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan is suing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - again. 

Last week, Madigan joined her counterparts in more than a dozen states in filing suit against the agency, this time 
over an order issued by former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt on his final day in office that suspends a 2016 mle 
limiting the number of highly polluting tmcks on the nation’s roads. 

Pmitt resigned earlier this montln after facing months of pressure over scandals related to his travel spending, 
security costs, influence from industry lobbyists and other issues. 

On July 6, Pmitf s final day in office, the EPA announced that it would not be enforcing its own mle intended to 
reduce pollution caused by tmcks. The mle applies to so-called gliders, which are new, heavy-duty tmck bodies 
outfitted with refurbished or rebuilt engines from before 2010 that produce large quantities of pollution. 

The 2016 Glider Rule, as it is known, mandates that most engines installed in gliders meet the same emissions 
standards applicable to newly manufactured engines, which create significantly less pollution. It also caps the 
number of gliders a company can manufacturer each year at 300. 

The mle is meant to limit the excessive amounts of smog and lung-damaging particulate matter emitted by outdated 
tmck engines, which have been described as “super polluting.” 

“If left unchallenged, this outrageous special interest giveaway will cause widespread harm to the environment,” 
Aladigan said in a statement on Friday. “Allowing these highly polluting tmcks to circumvent necessarj^ clean air 
safeguards is unlawful.” 

Madigan has already taken a number of legal actions against the Tmmp administration’s EPA, including over its 
regulation of harmful landfill emissions and proposed rollbacks of various air quality standards. 
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According to Aladigan’s office and media reports, Pruitt’s move will allow the sale of tmcks that produce up to 55 
times as much air pollution as tmcks outfitted with modem emissions systems. Pimissions from the highly polluting 
tmcks are linked to asthma, low birth weight, infant mortality and lung cancer, according to Madigan’s office. 

Several environmental groups have filed a separate lawsuit against the EPA over the same issue. Last week, a circuit 
court of appeals mled in favor of the groups, granting an administrative stay that places a temporary- hold on Pmitf s 
order. 

Madigan and attorneys general in 14 other states filed their own lawsuit because of the irreparable harm tliat 
residents in their states would suffer if the order is allowed to stand, according to Madigan’s office. 

Environmental regulators in California, Alinnesota and Pennsylvania are also part of the coalition suing the EPA. 

Biofuel 


Reuters 

EPA Wrongly Denied Biofuel Waiver For West Virginia Refinery; Court 

https://www.reuters.com/article. / us-usa-biofuel-epa/epa-'wron gi y-dem e d -biot uel-waiver-for-west-vif gi nia-refiiiery- 
court-idIJSKBNI KA2G7 

Posted: July 20*, 2018 @ 1:17pm By: Jarrett Renshaw 

(Reuters) - I'he U.S. Finvironmental Protection Agency must reconsider its denial of small West Virginia refinery 
Ergon’s application for an exemption from U.S. biofuel laws after it relied on an “error-riddled” analysis, an appeals 
court mled on Friday. 

The EPA relied on a recommendation from the Department of Energy that, among other things, failed to take into 
account that Ergon produced high levels of diesel that may not easily be blended and sold into the local market, 
according to the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Alaryland. 

The decision will likely bolster supporters of the EPA’s expansion of the small refinery waiver program under 
President Donald Tmmp, many of whom argue that President Barack (3bama’s FiPA had been too stingy with 
exemptions. 

The biofuel industry, meanwhile, has criticized the expansion of the program under Tmmp, saydng it undercuts the 
U.S. Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). 

The RFS requires refiners to blend biofuels like ethanol into the fuel pool or buy compliance credits from tliose 
who do - a measure aimed at helping com farmers and cutting foreign imports of petroleum. But refineries up to 
75,000 barrels per day can seek exemptions from the law each year if they can prove compliance would cause them 
financial hardship. 

Ergon operates a small refinery (23,500 barrels per dayj in Newell, West Virginia that produces specialty- lube oils 
and diesel. 

“We are pleased to see the 4th Circuit Court mling which recognizes the significant and disproportionate hardship 
that RFS places on small refineries,” said Ergon-West Virginia Inc President Kris Patrick. 
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The EPA did not immediateljf respond to requests for eipipent. 

Former EPA administrator Scott Pmitt, who resigned earlier this month following a slew of ethics controversies, 
oversaw a surge in small refiner)^ waivers. 

The EPA put out data last week that said it granted TSsMKot the years 2016 and 2017, representing some 

2.25 billion gallons of biofuels. 

The EPA is required to consult with the Department of Energy" on the applications. Under Pmitt, the EPA 
consistently ignored recommendations from the Energy Department to reject or limit waivers to oil refiners seeking 
exemptions from biofuels laws. 

The panel of appellate judges ruled that the DOF7s analysis was flawed because it did not take into the account the 
regional market for biodiesel and also separated tlie plant’s lube oil production in part of application and included in 
other areas. 

“ Although the FiPA is statutorily required to consider the DOF,’s recommendation, it may not turn a blind eye to 
errors and omissions apparent on the face of the report, which Ergon pointed out and the EPA did not address in 
any meaningful way,” the judges wrote. 

In a previous case, the 10th Circuit Court overturned the EPA’s denial of Sinclair Oil’s exemption applications last 
year, arguing the agency was using too narrow of a test when evaluating the applications. The FLPA remedied the 
reversal by granting Sinclair 2018 compliance credits related to its 2014 and 2015 obligations. 

Clean Up Sites 

E&E News 

Officials to Test Navajo Wells Leaking for Years 

h.tqjs://tTO-'w.eenews.net/energywire/'2018/07/23/stories /1.060089965 

Posted: July 23"“^, 2018 By: Alike Soraghan, E&E News reporter 

Federal and tribal officials later this montla plan to start testing 48 oil and gas wells on Navajo Nation lands in the 
Four Corners region that appear to have been leaking for years. 

EPA says it will deploy teams with counterparts from th|iNi||i|(|; Nation to sample discharges from the wells, said 
Alargot Perez-Sullivan, a spokeswoman with EPA's; RegpfoQIliffice. 

"This sampling effort will help us determine if tliere afoilhplihstito of concern and help develop next steps," 
Perez-Sullivan said. 

EPA said the New Alexico Department of Energy, Alinerals and Natural Resources alerted the agency to one of the 
wells, called the Foshay well. State officials were concerned about discharges flowing onto state lands. 

The agency then worked with Navajo Nation officials to identify other wells with similar characteristics, Perez- 
Sullivan said. Attempts to reach Navajo Nation environmental officials were unsuccessful. 
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Staff of the environmental group Earthworks visited two of the sites, said Bruce Bai 2 el, director of the group's 
energ\r program. One was spraying water, and another appeared to be a long-standing oil spill. 

Soil samples they took found barium, a primary ingredient in drilling mud, at both sites, according to an analysis 
clone by Wilma Subra, a chemist and technical consultant for environmental groups. High levels of volatile organic 
compounds were found in one of the two samples. 

Records indicate that the issue with the Foshay well began in the 1970s and has continued for decades. 

The Foshay well, located near a parking access for the Bureau of Land Management's Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness 
Area, was drilled in 1971 by the Delaware Apache Corp. as a wildcat well. Interior Department documents in a state 
online file indicate it was a dn- hole. In 1974, it was plugged back by another operator, converted to a water well and 
turned over to BLM. 

In the late 1990s, state inspectors found water flowing from the well into a ditch and onto state lands, according to 
a 1999 letter from the assistant manager of the BLM district to Navajo Nation officials. He said the "uncontrolled 
flow" of water was killing native plants and causing salt to accumulate. But the letter also noted that water from the 
well was an important water source for livestock and some wildlife in the area. 

The letter said the well was on Navajo land and asked the nation to develop a plan to control the flow of water. 
Nothing in the online file indicates what happened with the well after that. 

WTHR 

FIPA Calls For Sampling Plan For Franklin Industrial Site 

https: / Avww .wthr.com/article/epa-calls-sampling-plan-feinklin-indusmal-site 

Posted: July 2T‘, 2018 @ 7:46pm (undated July 23"*^, 2018 @ 6:29am) By: Sandra Chapman 

FRANKXIN, Ind. (WTHR) - The U.S. EPA is providing more specifics about its request for sampling at the 
Franklin industrial site where a New Jersey Flnvironmental not-for-profit says it discovered dangerous chemicals 
seeping into homes. 

The information comes after Franklin Mayor, Steve Barnett put out a statement saying the Indiana Department of 
Flnvironmental Management could not confirm the veracity of tine test results released by the Fldison Wetlands 
Association. Barnett’s letter also indicated the EPA shared that response. 

Last Ihursdav, just three days after 13 Investigates liroke the story about the testing, EPA told W l l IR, it was 
concerned about the results and was "working with Amphiljil :Corp to conduct additional testing to investigate 
possible vapor intrusion pathways.” The agency is not backing off that stance, and provided more clarification 
about its course of action by responding to a series of questions from 13 Investigates. 

Is EPA. concerned that toxins have shown up in testing results and could Amphenol be the source? 

EPA Response: “EPA has directed Amphenol to develop a site-wide sampling plan to determine if VOC’s (volatile 
organic compounds) are present in soiljj Soil vapor or groundwater at the site. EPA will address any issues fund as a 
result of the on-site sampling.” 
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Does EPA take issue with the testing results? 

EPA Response: “EPA appreciates the initiative taken Wetlands Association. However, as this 

sampling of homes was not a sampling event undertaEenSi|h: EPA oversight of sampling and analytical method 
used, EPA is not able to determine the usability of the;:difi;:ipbca Reported Radon sampling results are 
intended to show that it is possible for vapors to: enteEhiMbkifrom the subsurface and not to claim a connection 
between radon and nearby industrial sites. Radon is;many places) The Edison Wetlands 
Association has not provided the addresses of the: hoihiittifiwhro sampled to the EP A. EPA intends to to use data 
from the upcoming sampling by Amphenol to determihiiiihh^^ site is impacting areas outside its site 

boundaries. EPA will rely on the data from its own t®ih®inaake decisions about appropriate next steps." 

Will EPA mandate that Amphenol Corp conduct more testing 

EPA Response: "EPA under its regulatory authority, ilworking with the Amphenol Corporation to investigate the 
potential for vapor intrusion pathway between the facility and the adjacent residential area. Sampling of soil, soil 
vapors and groundwater will proceed under EPA oversight. Under EPA oversight, Ampehnol will also measure: th| 
ambient air around its facility and the VOC emissions from its ground water pump-and-treat system. Based on 
current information, the treatment system emission levels are verj^ low. (below any level requiring IDEAI to require 
an air permit) Nonetheless, EPA will obtain and analyze refreshed data and will share the results with the 
cornmunity when ::available J’ 

The:::agcn:eyi:also::::tildT:3: Inli:ltigS:s::: that a site manager will be in Eranklin for die testing andAiiifisihipqqnOhiln 

Stacie Davidson co-founder of the group “If It Was Your Child” confirmed names and addresses of the homes 
sampled were not provided by Edison Wetlands due to privacy agreements with the homeowners who wanted to 
keep their identifying information confidential. 

Coal Ash 
CNN 

With EPA Rule Change, Worries Tinger For Those Near Coal Ash Ponds 
htt p s: // WWW.cnn.coin / 2()l 8/07/21 / health/ epa-coal -ash-reaction/ index.h tml 
Posted: July 21st, 2018 @ 12:39pm By: Nadia Kounang 

(CNN)In March 2017, coal mogul Bob Murray came to the Washington headquarters ot the US Department of 
Einergy for a meeting with Secretary Rick Perry. Also at the table was Andrew Wheeler, who this month became 
acting head of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

"V^-Tieeler had helped organize the meeting as a lobbyist for the firm Faegre Baker Daniels, where Murray Energy^ was 
one of four energy clients he represented. The Murray team's agenda tliat day: a four-page action plan "for achieving 
reliable and low cost electricity in America and to assist in the survival of our Country's coal industty." 
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Murray, chief executive of Murray Energy, one of the iargest coai companies in the countrjy was ieading a pro-coai 
campaign on the Trump administration. He had sent a simiiar pian to Vhce President Mike Pence as weii as then- 
EPA head Scott Pruitt. 

Detaiis of the pians and emaiis were discovered in documents obtained through the Freedom of Information Act by 
E&E news. 

The pian had 17 buiiet points, inciuding cutting the EPA staff at ieast in haif, because, according to Murray, "Tens 
of tiiousands of government bureaucrats have issued over 82,000 pages of reguiations under Obama, many of tiiem 
regarding coai mining and utiiization. The Obama EPA, aione, wrote over 25,000 pages of mies, thirtjveight (38) 
times the words in our Hoiy Bibie." 

Murray aiso suggested withdrawing from the Paris ciimate accord because it "is an attempt by the rest of tiae worid 
to obtain funding from our Country." 

At the top of Murray's iist was managing coai ash, the ieftover waste power piants create from burning coai. Coai 
ash contains heavy metais inciuding arsenic, iead and mercury^ that can be harmfui to your heaith. 

The pian stated that the reievant reguiation needed to be rewritten "deiegating the autiiority to the states." 

Murray presented drafts of six proposed presidentiai executive orders, inciuding one aimed at dereguiating coai ash. 
The draft read, "the states shouid be authorized to deveiop and enforce their own pians for disposai of coai 
combustion residuais ... rather tiian the USEPA." 

This week, as one of his first major acts at the EPA, WTieeier signed and fmaiized new standards overseeing coai 
ash. 

It's a revision of 2015 reguiations put into piace by the Obama administration after two significant industriai coai 
ash spiiis. The reguiations now put more authority in the hands of states to regniate their own waste. 

Most significantiy, under the originai version of the reguiations, companies iiad to provide annuai groundwater 
monitoring resuits. Under the new revisions, if the piant is abie to prove that it isn't poiiuting the aquifer, it is no 
ionger required to monitor. Provisions that previousiy required assessments from professionai engineers were aiso 
stmck. 

The revised mies "provide states and utiiities much-needed fiexibiiity in the management of coai ash, whiie ensuring 
human heaith and the environment are protected," Wheeler:kiiid in a statement. "Our actions mark a significant 
departure from the one-size-fits-aii poiicies of the past andllililtens of miiiions of doiiars in reguiatory costs." 

Critics of the new coai ash mies say tiney are a gift to industry and a continued burden for those communities near 
coai ash sites. 

"These mies wiii aiiow yet more tons of coai ash, containing toxics iike arsenic and mercury, to be dumped into 
uniined ieaking pits sitting in groundwater and next to rivers, iaites and drinking water reservoirs," said Frank 
Hoiieman, a senior attorney with the Southern Environmentai Law Center, referencing the finaiized coai ash mies. 
"These mies aiso substitute poiitics for science by aiiowing action to be taken based on certification by a poiiticaiiy 
appointed agency director instead of a iicensed practicing engineer." 
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"It is now apparently tlae goal of EPA to save industry money by allowing them to continue to dump toxic waste 
into leaking pits, which is exactly what the new mle accomplishes," said Lisa Evans, an attorney with the nonprofit 
environmental law group Earthjustice. 

CNN Chief Medical Correspondent Dr. Sanjay Gupta requested to speak with "VClieeler about the impact of his 
lobbying experience on his new position but was declined. 

One of the largest sources of industrial waste 

Coal ash is one of the most-generated fomas of industrial waste in the country. According to the American Coal 
Ash Association, about 110 million tons were generated last year. 

The association says that about half of all coal ash produced in the United States is recycled into constmction 
materials such as concrete or wallboard. 

However, that leaves about 50 million tons of coal ash does not get repurposed, and instead needs to be disposed of 
every year. 


Historically, when coal was burned, plants would send the ash out of smokestacks, creating dark plumes of smoke. 
Now, scrubbers and filters collect much of the ash. It may not escape into the air anymore, but it does have to go 
somewhere. 

So, power plants often mix the leftover ash with water and sluice it into unlined pits, where the ash settles to the 
bottom. In some places, these ponds have been dug into the groundwater table — water that can be pulled up by 
private drinking wells, or that eventually makes its way into public drinking water sources. Alany of these sites also 
sit along tlie banks of rivers, lakes and streams, where nothing more than eartlien banks separate w’aste from 
freshwater. 

According to the EIPA, there are over 1,000 coal ash disposal sites across the country?, many of them constmcted in 
tlie 1950s and 1960s, well before any sort of regulations. 

Holleman said he can't imagine a more precarious way to manage this waste. 

"Millions of tons of industrial waste directly on the banks of major drinking water resenroirs that serve hundreds of 
tliousands of people," he said, "that's a recipe for disaster." 


Two serious incidents 


In the past decade, there have been two major coal ash spills in the United States. In 2008, a break in a dam at the 
Tennessee AHlley Authority's Kingston power plant sent over a billion gallons of coal ash cascading into the Clinch 
River. The black sludge blanketed over 300 acres, inundating the area around Kingston. The spill destroyed three 
homes and damaged a dozen others. Scientists found fash contaminated witli high levels of arsenic and selenium 
months after the spill. 
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In 2014, a corroded pipe at Duke Energ\?'s Dan River steam station in North Carolina sent up to 39,000 tons of 
coal ash flooding into nearby waters. The black sludge made its way 70 miles downstream. Today, the state still 
warns against eating some fish from the river because of high mercur\r levels. 

A year after the Dan River spill, the EPA enacted the first set of comprehensive regulations overseeing coal ash. 
jTmong the requirements: Coal ash sites were to be monitored for stmctural integrity, coal-burning utilities had to 
conduct and publish groundwater monitoring results for the first time, and ponds that were found to be 
contaminating groundwater in excess of a allowable limits, or that were stmcturally faultjy were to be closed 
following specific guidelines. 

Closing a coal ash pond can involve one of two methods approved by tlie EPA. The water can be drained out of 
the pond and a liner put over the top, which is known as "cap in place." The other method involves completely 
excavating the entire pond and ash, drying the ash, and tlien moving it into a lined container. Environmentalists 
prefer the latter method of excavation, saying that it ensures that tliere is a barrier to protect groundwater, but 
power companies say that this is a much more costly method involving transport of die ash and additional labor, 
among other expenses. And those expenses, they say, would be passed on ultimately to customers. Industry argues 
that if the ponds aren't showing to be leaking, there should be no need to move them. 

impact 

This past March was the EPA's deadline for utilities nationwide to publish the first set of national groundwater 
monitoring results. The findings were striking, showing contamination at coal ash sites across the countty^ 

"This is a pretty wide phenomena across the country with hundreds of sites, all showing them leaking," said Avner 
Vengosh, a professor of E.arth and ocean sciences at Duke University. 

At Indianapolis Power & Light Co.'s Harding Street Station, for example, levels of arsenic in some parts of the plant 
were found to be more than 40 times higher than federal drinking-water standards. In North Carolina, levels of 
radium were found anywhere from 2.5 times greater to 38 times greater than federal drinking water standards. 

In both of these situations, the wells tested are directly at the coal ash sites. Environmentalists worry that these 
contaminants could eventually leach into nearby groundwater sources. 

The Edison .Electric Instimte, a trade group representing the industry, said in a statement that "Company reports 
contain initial data, and it is premature to use these results to predict any impacts to drinking water or public safety. 
These initial data now must be analyxed and assessed further." 

Duke Energy spokeswoman Erin Culbert told Gupta that there is no indication from testing or modeling that any 
of the contamination from Duke Energy's facilities is reaching drinking water. 

"The area of impact that you see around the ash basins is really localized bet^^een the ash basin and the local river 
or lake," she said. 

Vengosh said that's not a reassurance. "The fact that (the contaminants) have arrived in the aquifer is the key," he 
said. "Even if they aren't affected now, they can be affected in the future." 

Vlien a contaminated well is found, it is simply too late, he said. 
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IJiing amid coal ash 


The threat of a potential contaminant lingers in many communities neighboring coal ash sites, despite reassurances 
that industry testing shows that water sources are safe at the moment. 

For many people in these communities, coal ash is a bogeyman. 

Public health experts say that the elements found in coal ash — heavy metals like arsenic, lead, and mercury — can 
pose serious health risks. According to the EPA, expilli^llii:;:!^ waste "can cause severe health and 
environmental problems in the form of cancer and non-cancer risks in humans, lowered IQ among children, and 
deformities and reproductive harm in fish and wildlifdf AiihpbF these pollutants, once in the environment, remain 
tliere for years." 

They note that "some minority and low-income communities" are at an even greater risk due to their "close 
prcJximity to these discharges and relatively high consumption of fish." 

But it's challenging to tease out exactly how much coal ash people have been exposed to, at what levels, and how 
they were exposed, possibly by inhaling coal ash dust or drinking contaminated water. To complicate it further, the 
coal ash itself can have different levels of element concentrations depending on where the coal was sourced. 

Tracey Brown Edwards remembers growing up next to Duke Energy's Belews Creek Steam Station in Walnut Cove, 
North Carolina. The plant's coal ash pond sat next to Belews Lake, a recreational lake used for fishing and 
swimming north of Winston-Salem. 

Edwards describes an idyllic childhood in the town of about 1,000 people, a place where kids played outside all day 
and picked fruit off trees when they were hungry. Growing up, they didn't think much about the plant, but she 
remembers how soot from the power station was always around; in the air, on plants, on rooftops and on cars. 

"You could actually write your name in the dust that was set on the vehicles," she said. 

Edwards, 44, has had three strokes and a heart attack, which left her temporanly paralyzed on her right side. She 
can't help but wonder whether Duke Energy had something to do with her healtli and that of her neighbors. 

"There's been a lot of y oung people with cancer, certain kinds of cancers, brain cancer, stomach cancers, breast 
cancer," she said. In her small block of five homes, four of the families have been hit by cancer. Her doctors can't 
say it is related to coal ash, but they also can't rule it out. 

Danielle Bailey-Lash, 43, has lived in Walnut Cove since she was 13 and couldn't imagine raising her family 
anywhere else. VCdien she and her husband married, they settled in a house on tine lake. She has fond memories of 
growing up there, fishing and eating from the lake, and swimming in the water. It was a "dream location; it had 
everything we needed," she told Gupta. 

But in 2009, Bailey-Lash began experiencing headaches that became so severe, she had to go to the hospital the 
following year. Doctors found a tumor the size of a juice box just above her right ear. She was diagnosed with stage 
3 astrocytoma, a form of brain cancer, and her doctors said she just had months to live. She underwent 
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chemotherapy and radiation, and today, she has no trace of cancer. The diagnosis is still a shock to her, she never 
smoked and had no histor)- of the disease in her family. 

Her doctors can't make any conclusions about what contributed to the disease, but when Gupta asked what she 
thought, she answered confidently: "I'm 100% sure I know what caused it: Duke Energy." 

While an EPA draft report found that people who liy|:i|::withinA; mile of a coal ash pond had an increased risk of 
cancer from drinking arsenic-contaminated watery: theiiiiPil^rylfev^: studio that explore the direct relationship 
between coal ash and cancer. A North Carolina state assessment of cancer incidences by county didn't find a higher 
incidence of cancer in counties with coal ash sites. 

But, critics say the analysis didn't narrow down to neighborhood levels. 

Tlying to find answers 

Drilling down on those kind of numbers and connections is a challenge. 

"For epidemiology, it's very" difficult to address coal ash questions because of the scattered nature of coal ash," said 
Mary Fox, co-director of the Risk Sciences and Public Policy Institute at Johns Hopkins. 

Cancers in particular are difficult to pin down. Nationally, the rate of cancer in adults is quite high: According to the 
American Cancer Association, one in three adults will be diagnosed with any type of cancer in their lifetime. On top 
of that, the disease has a latency period up to 30 years or more, which could mean a host of factors could contribute 
to potential exposures. And children are particularly \ailnerable, simply because they have smaller systems to process 
the exposure. 

Lisa Bradley, a toxicologist who serves on the board of the American Coal Ash Association, an industry group with 
members that work for various coal ash producers, said that the EPA's measurements for risk are extremely 
conservative, looking at cancer risk rates calculated at between 1 in 10,000 and 1 in 1 million chances. 

None of that brings relief to Andree Davis, who lives next door to the Belews Creek plant. The soil on her property 
was tested by the University of North Carolina's Superfund Research program and found to have levels of arsenic 
above EPA thresholds. She said she began breaking out in lesions and sores from showering at home and has 
resorted to bathing at friends' homes and a local hotel. 

She hasn't seen a doctor about the sores because she's concerned about the cost. 

Davis wants to move, but she asks angrily, who would buy her house? "Nobody wants to buy it, because 
everybody's aware of our situation with the coal ash contamination," she said. 

Culbert said that Duke has been a conscientious neighbor and has been monitoring groundwater impacts for the 
past decade. 


"We do know from monitoring data that we started taking about a decade ago that there are localized groundwater 
impacts immediately near the ash basins. So while they have some groundwater impacts near them, we know from 
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this netAvork of monitoring wells that it's not impacting neighbors offsite in terms of their private drinking wells and 
their water supplies that their families rely on." 

Duke Energ}f is also offering to compensate those neighbors who live within half-mile ot the plant and can prove 
that they sold their homes for less than market value because of their proximity to the plant; Duke promises to 
bring them up to "fair market value," a similar home in a neighboring area that is outside ot the half mile radius. 
Those sellers have to sign a waiver stating that they will ask for no further compensation and prevents tlie owners 
from suing for any health claims related to the groundwater. 

Industry interests 

Industry has been actively tndng to revise the standards since President Trump came into office. Aside from efforts 
from Murray Energy, the Utility Solids Waste Activities Group, an industry organixation representing more tlian 
110 utility groups, sent a petition to the agency, challenging the 2015 regulations on coal ash containment. It called 
the regulations too rigorous and costly. 

According to the letter, the mle resulted "in significant economic and operational impacts to coal-fired power 
generation," claiming that it was such a burden that "the economic viability of coal-fired power plants is 
jeopardized." 

VCdien the EPA 'announced the initial set of rule changes this week, the EPA highlighted thel $30 million in annual 
cost savings. 

departure from the one-size-fits-all policies.of the p|sf ahdiigiiiililiiiiiiiiiiilit 
diilSiliiiilipillilpiiiiii|s|Wheeler said in a statement 

"This action provides the regulatory certainty needed to make investment decisions to ensure compliance and the 
continued protection of health and the environment," said Jim Roewer, executive director of the Utility Solids 
Waste Activities Group. 

In the announcement this week, the EPA said it expects to make more revisions to the original 2015 coal ash 
regulations in the coming year. 

How much is a savings of $30 million? Duke Pinergy alone made more than $3 billion in profit last year. 

Industry trade groups such as the Utility Solids Waste Activities Group argue that empowering states isn't a rollback 
but rather a way to better tailor to the needs of each site. "We believe [states] are in a better spot to look at local 
issues. The folks at the state regulatory agencies have a much better feel for the issues at hand," Roewer said. 

Richard Ivinch, a member of the National Ash Management Advisory Board, an independent body that advises 
Duke Energ)", and one of the primary authors of the original 2015 regulations, agreed that the states are in a better 
position to regnlate the waste. It's the approach the EPA has traditionally taken with waste management, he said. 

But Kiinch, who worked on the agency's coal ash issues during his 41-year career at the EPA, noted that leaning on 
states also requires tmst. "Maybe there are people that don't feel they tmst states and tliat states will be 
inappropriate in their actions," he said. 
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And that's precisely what the Southern Environmental Law Center's Holleman is concerned about. He said that 
until the 2015 reguilations were enacted, coal ash waste was in the hands of the states — and that record is far from 
sterling. 

"It's just really putting us back to where we were when the Kingston Coal Ash facilities spilled open into the Clinch 
River in Tennessee," he said. 

"’Adien you boil all these changes down, what they^ do is relieve the utilities one way or another from the obligation 
of having to clean up these sites based on the groundwater contamination that has been proven at them across tlie 
countryc" 


Energy News 

Georgia next in line for EPA approval on state coal ash permit program 

https://energYnews.us/2018/07/23/southeast/georgia-next-m-ime-for-epa-approval--on-state-coal--ash-pemnt- 

| :n'o gr arn./ 

Posted: July 23“^, 2018 By: Gillian Neimark 

Environmental groups say the msh to let states regulate coal ash has lacked transparency or public input. 

Georgia hopes to follow Oklahoma and become the second state to win federal approval to reguilate coal ash 
disposal on its own. 

“We’re working very diligently with the EPA to get a state-run program in Georgia,” says Jeff Cown, chief of the 
Land Protection Branch for the Georgia Environmental Protection Division. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has regulated coal ash disposal since October 2015, following a 
devas tating 2014 spill that sent 39,000 tons of toxic ash into the Dan River in North Carolina. 

Last summer the agency announced it was open to delegating tliat authority^ back to states, and Oklahoma last 
month became the first to win approval under tliat program to manage coal ash at the state level. 

Scott Pruitt, the fonuer Oklahoma attorney general who resigned last month as EPA administrator, said at the time 
that the decision “places oversight of coal ash disposal inti; the hands of those who are best positioned to oversee 
coal ash management: the officials who have intimate knowledge of the facilities and the environment in their 
state.” 

Coal-fired power plants produce 110 million tons of coal combustion residuals (CCR) a year. Georgia generates 6.1 
million tons annually, and since 2015 it has also accepted nearly 7 million tons in total of coal ash from other states. 
Depending on where the coal is mined, it can contain a host of heavy metals including arsenic, lead and mercury 
that can leak into water supplies. 

Cown said Georgia residents won’t need to worry^ about that risk if the state’s application is accepted. “Our 
regulations will be equal to or even more protective than the federal EPA mles, which currently run over 500 
pages.” 
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But environmental groups say it’s too soon to know what impact a shift to state regulation would have because of a 
lack of transparency and time for public comment in the application process. 

“Delegated programs are very common under the EPA,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney specializing in hazardous 
waste law at Earthjustice, a nonprofit environmental law organization. “But I don’t know of another major 
delegated program that doesn’t take steps to guarantee a meaningful public role in establishing regulations.” 

Evans said there are ground mles on what an application should look like, how to post that application and what 
the public participation rules will be. “The EPA skipped those steps with coal ash. They were in such a hurry under 
(former EPA Administrator Scott) Pruitt to approve state programs.” 

In order to view Georgia’s application, which was submitted in April 2018, Earthjustice had to file a Freedom of 
Information Act request. The group only received access to tlie 387-page document this month. 

“This will take many weeks to review,” Evans said. “The application process for state coal ash programs is being 
conducted behind closed doors. These materials should have been made available for the public to review in a 
timely manner.” 

An EPA guidance document in August 2017 outlined six provisions that would allow states or EPA the ability to 
incorporate “flexibilities” into their coal ash permit programs. These kinds of documents alert the public to how a 
rule might be implemented or enforced. 

“These Rexibilities had often been loopholes meant for municipal solid waste landfills,” said Frank Holleman, 
senior attorney at the Southern Environmental Law Center. “They involved mostly household waste, not industrial 
waste.” 


Citizens and environmental groups were given 30 days to comment on the guidance document, Evans said. “We 
asked for 60 days and they agreed,” she said, “but on the 29th day, as I was leaving the office, I got a call that they 
had rescinded the extra time and I had until midnight.” 

Earthjustice and other advocacy groups protested and took the full 60 days anyway, she said. The EPA later agreed 
to include the comments. 

State regulation of coal ash, like that approved for Oklahoma, marks the ETA’s continuing shift toward more state 
responsibilit)^ and less federal oversight of coal ash, overhauling the Obama administration’s 2015 mles. 

Meanwhile, the agency is revising the 2015 federal mles, finalizing the first phase of changes last week. The revisions 
allow states to suspend groundwater monitoring in some cases. They also allow state officials rather than 
professional engineers to offer technical certifications, and to delay compliance dates for tine closure of leaking coal 
ash ponds and ponds within five feet of groundwater. 

If Georgia and other states are approved to regulate coal residuals, Holleman said, it may be more difficult to 
enforce regulations. Under the current law, coal ash is not defined as hazardous waste, but citizens and 
environmental groups can sue utilities in order to require them to comply with regulations. 
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“Right now, a citizen can file a notice of intent to bring a lawsuit. There is a 60-day waiting period. If the utility does 
not act within 60 days to enforce the regulations, then the citizen can file an enforcement action in the district 
court,” he said. 

Once a state agency is in control, Holleman said, the process will be more onerous and costly. If state agencies write 
an inadequate permit that does not contain protections, citizens will have to contest it through a state administrative 
law proceeding. “They will have to do that before they even start trying to enforce the law against the utility,” 
Holleman explains, “and there may be years of free pollution and violations.” 

At Oklahoma public meetings in 2016, Department of Environmental Quality official Jeffrey Shepherd noted that 
the department “has been told by industty that complying with the state rules may offer some protection from 
citizen suits.” 

Under current federal regulations, permits for coal combustion residuals have no expiration dates, and Elvans 
worries states won’t regularly review permits. 

“All coal ash ponds and landfills leak hazardous chemicals,” she said. “Thus Georgia, and every state, must regularly 
re-examine coal ash disposal permits to determine whether dump sites are being operated in a safe, protective and 
responsible manner.” 

Gown said the state would have authority to revoke a permit if a utility is noncompliant. “Rule making is always a 
balance between protection and cost, and we believe we’ve offered a balanced rule.” 

With former coal lobbyist Andrew tydieeler heading the EPA, advocates expect state applications to continue to be 
approved. Texas has also applied to regulate coal ash, and Evans expects other coal-reliant states to follow suit. 

Times 

EPA Rollback of Coal Ash Regulations Could Significantly Impact Little Blue Run 

http://wvTw.timesonline.com/news / 20180721 /epa-rollback-of coal-ash-regulations-could-signiflcantly-impact- 
littliii-blue-run 

Posted: July 2T‘, 2018 @ 4:00am (updated July 2T', 2018 @ 9:29pm) By: Jared Stonesifer 

The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday enacted sweeping rollbacks on environmental regulations for 
coal ash impoundments, a decision tlaat could have significant ramifications for the Little Blue facility in western 
Beaver County. 

Wednesday’s decision revises mles implemented in 2015 under former President Barack Obama’s administration. 
Put simply, the revisions will put more power back into the hands of state governments and the energy industry 
when it comes to regulating coal ash waste sites. 

Energ)" industry officials and lobbyists had been petitioning the EPA to change the rules since President Donald 
Trump came into office. 

In a news release. Acting EPA Administrator i\ndrcw VX-diecler said the revisions will provide more “flexibility” for 
states and utilities, and could save those entities upwatdiiLlSJ million annually in-Regulatory costs.” 
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“These amendments provide stalps;and utilities much-hiilidTlexibility in th|; management of coal ash, while 
ensuring human health and the environment ate protee|e|||i|^ieeler said.-^Our Actions mark a significant departure 
from the one-size-fits-all policies :df the past and save tehlliffllrnillions of dollars in regulatory costs.” 

Specifically, the revisions would allow states to suspend mandatory groundwater monitoring at coal ash sites, if it’s 
been proven there are no leaks or contaminants present. 

Another revision allows for the extension of deadlines for power companies to close and clean-up coal ash sites, 
while another would give power to state officials to determine compliance issues instead of professionally-licensed 
engineers. 

Jennifer Young, a spokeswoman for FirstEnergy Corp., said company officials are still digesting the implications for 
tire new rules. FirstEnergy owns Little Blue, as it does the Bruce Mansfield coal-fired power plant that, for decades, 
has disposed of its coal waste at the site in Greene Township. 

Little Blue, which straddles the border between Beaver County and West Virginia, is a 900-acre site that opened in 
the 1970s. The state DeparUnent of Environmental Protection ordered the facility closed at the end of 2016, though 
remediation and closure activities at the site won’t cease until 2029. 

In the years leading up to Little Blue’s closure, it handled about 2.5 million tons of coal ash annually. Because of 
Little Blue’s closure, FirstEnergy now ships it coal ash via barge to a site in Moundsville, W.Va. 

On Thursday, Young said the company’s first impression of the revisions is a positive one. 

“We tliink the revised groundwater constituent screening levels are more reasonable for assessing tlie quality of 
groundwater beneath our sites,” she said. “In addition, adjusting some closure deadlines to align with potential 
changes to the Effluent Limitations Guidelines Rule will help with planning and budgeting for effective compliance 
measures.” 

Young added that company officials will continue to review the revisions to determine any further impacts on Little 
Blue. 

WTiile Wednesday’s decision was largely praised by industry officials, it has been derided by a be\ty of environmental 
advocacy groups. 

Lisa Hallowell, a senior attorney witla the Environmental Integrity Project, in a news release attacked the Trump 
administration for its environmental rollbacks. 

“This indefensible gutting of our nation’s first-ever coal ash pollution control rule cements the shameful 
environmental legacy of the Trump administration,” she said. “Today’s action opens the door for weakened 
monitoring and cleanup standards, which means — in no uncertain terms — that the public and the environment 
on which we all depend will be in harm’s way.” 
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In addition, a deputy legislative director for tlie Sierra Club said her organization will not allow the administration to 
give “carte blanche to well-funded polluters that threaten the water of thousands of communities across our country 
with their toxic coal ash.” 

“We’ll use evety^ means we have to beat back this latest attempt to weaken basic clean water protections for working- 
families, farmers, and outdoor businesses —whose lives and livelihoods are being threatened by coal ash every 
day,” Dalai Aboulhosn said. “Our work will not be completed until every coal ash pit is properly secured and every 
local resident has access to an online monitor that confirms it.” 

The EPA said Wednesday that the new regulationgjtyffllfc 30 days. The agency also said it intends to 

propose additional changes to the 2015 rule later thiii^lil 

EPA Spending Bill 

Water Finance and Management 

House Approves EPA Spending Bill 

https://waterfm.com/house-approves-epa-spending-bill/ 

Posted: July 23"^, 2018 By: WFM Staff 

The House of Representatives has approved FY19 appropriations legislation that would provide funding for the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) next year. The bill as approved by the House would facilitate billions 
of dollars’ worth of low-cost water infrastmcture loans. 

The bill, an Interior and Elnvironment Appropriations bill, contains a total of $35.3 billion in funding for programs 
that protect and make the best use of domestic natural resources, that provide investments in infrastmcture such as 
improvements for drinking water systems, and that help protect against and fight devastating wildfires. The bill also 
makes strides to rein in harmful regulations at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The appropriations legislation would deliver just over $8 billion to EIPA, a figure that includes $1,013 billion for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRE) and $1,543 billion for the Clean Water SRF. While the amounts 
provided for each SRF are $150 million below each program’s FY18 funding levels, they would still represent 
appropriations well above what each program has typically received in recent years. The legislation includes a 
provision that would continue to apply “Buy America” restrictions for iron and steel products used on projects 
funded in whole or in part with SRF funds. 

The bill also includes a total of $77 million for ElPA’s Water Infrastmcture Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) 
program, which provides low-cost financing for large-scale drinking water and wastewater infrastmcture 
projects. The bill’s WIFI A funding includes $67 million that could be leveraged into more than $8 billion wortli of 
loans to communities, plus an additional $10 million to help EPA administer the program. Tawmakers had 
originally written the bill to give EIP A $8 billion in administrative funds for WIFI A, but an amendment adopted on 
the House floor boosted that sum by $2 million. 

“These bills fund vital programs across the federal government, including those that make Americans safer, protect 
our nation’s resources, and create jobs, especially in America’s small businesses. The package targets resources to 
programs that will help boost economic growth and opportunity, protect consumers and investors, promote an 
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efficient federal court system, and help stop financial crime,” House Appropriations Committee Chairman Rodney 
Frelinghuysen said. 

Other amendments adopted on the House floor would direct funding to ERA to carry out the next Clean 
Watersheds Needs Sur\'ey and provide an additional |10 million to support an ERA grant program aimed at helping 
communities replace lead service lines. 

According to the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA), the Senate could begin consideration of its 
own FY19 ERA funding bill as soon as this week. That bill, as approved by the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
would provide slightly higher SRF funding than the House-passed measure, but slightly less WIFIA funding. 

Ozone 


Tri-City Herald 

Ozone Rollution Alerts May Be the New Normal for Tri-Cities. One Starts Sunday 

https: / /www.tri-ci tyheraid.com/news/local/ai1icle2l 5281375.html 

Rosted: July 2T‘, 2018 @ 12:21pm (updated July 2T', 2018 @ 12:36pm) By: Annette Cary 

KENNEWICK, WA - Sunday may not be the best day to mow your lawn. 

If you were thinking of making a coffee run, take the time to go inside to order rather than idling in the drive- 
through. 

-And you might want to wait until this evening to gas up your car for tine coming work week. 

Taking extra precautions when unhealthy ozone levels are forecast for the Tri-Cities may be the new normal. 

The Washington State Department of Ecologn' has its eye on a forecast for hot weather and a light breeze from the 
north that may increase ozone generation and trap it along the Horse Heaven Hills as it builds up Sunday through 
Monday and possibly Tuesday. 

Smoke from wildfires also has been linked to spikes in Tri-City ozone levels. 

Ozone in the Earth’s upper atmosphere is good, shielding people from harmful ultraviolet radiation. 

But high levels near the ground are a health hazard. Ozone can aggravate asthma, inflame and scar lung tissue, and 
make people more susceptible to bronchitis and pneumonia. 

Children, the elderly, people with lung disease and those wEo work hard or exercise outdoors are most at risk. 

After finding unhealthy ozone levels in the Tri-Cities air in 2015 that were nearly as high as those downwind of 
Seattle, the Department ot Ecology launched a study with support from the Benton Clean Air Agency. 

The average for 2015 through 2017 exceeded the federal regulator)? limit for ozone, which could trigger sanctions 
from tine E.S. F/nvironmental Rrotection Agency. 
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The sanctions likely would hit the local economy. They could make getting air qualit)^ permits more difficult for new 
or expanding businesses, or require them to invest in projects that would offset their contribution to the ozone 
problem. 

Representatives of Tri-City-area government agencies, the Department of Ecology^ the Benton Clean Air Agency 
and Ben Franklin Transit met Thursday to start hashing out a strategy. 

The consensus was the communit)^ needs to be proactive, said Ranil Dhammapala, atmospheric scientist for 
Ficology’s Air Quality Program. 

The expectation is that EPA should look favorably on die Tri-Cities if it is already taking steps to reduce ozone, he 
said. 

Local agencies will move ahead with two working groups to develop strategies to promote reducing ozone. One will 
focus on transportation and the other on industn- and grow'th. 

The Environmental Protection Agency recommends waiting until evening to use gas-powered lawnmowers on days 
when ozone levels are expected to be high. Children, the elderly, people with lung disease and those who work hard 
or exercise outdoors are most at risk. 

Ozone is created when nitrogen oxide and volatile organic compounds mix and then bake in sunlight on hot days. 

In the Tri-Cities light breezes from the north carry pollutants in tine air until they dam up against the Horse Heaven 
Hills, trapping the pollution and baking them in the heat to create ozone. 

The chemicals that create ozone can come from the exhaust of motor vehicles and gasoline vapors. They also can 
come from industrial facilities. 

Avoid excess idling of cars, particularly on days where high ozone levels are expected, recommends the 
ELnvironmental Protection Agency. 

The Tri-Cities is technically out of compliance with federal regulations now, but it won’t be legally noncompliant 
until the FIPA next reconsiders its designation for the area. 

If FTA follows the schedule it historically uses, it will reconsider whether the Tri-Cities is in compliance with ozone 
levels in 2022. 

Because federal standards are based on an average of the highest ozone days each year, reducing activities that can 
lead to ozone production on days wdien ozone levels are expected to be high can help the Tri-Cities’ standing with 
the FIPA. 

The FIPA recommends avoiding excessive idling of cars, postponing car trips and deferring lawn work that uses 
gasoline-powered equipment until evening. Cars should be refueled in the evening when it is cooler because gasoline 
fumes escape when a car is filled. 

Wastewater 
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Kallanish Energy 

ETA, New Mexico to Look at Drilling Wastewater Re-use 

l]j:ApiZi'L:ww-kij]J;i!llshenei:gv.coni/2018/07/.23/.e|;>a-neW”me;acO”tctiQok-aj;:;dnU 
Posted: July 2018 


he U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has entered into an agreement wdth the state of New Mexico to clarify 
existing regulatory and permitting mles related to the way wastewater from oil and natural gas drilling can be re¬ 
used, recycled and renewed for other purposes, Kallanish Energ^'^ reports. 

Under the new^ Alemorandum of Understanding, a workgroup will be convened to develop a white paper that 
synthesixes existing regulatory framework under federal and state law’ in New Mexico and identifies potential 
opportunities for treated produced w^ater for beneficial use. 


The goal through the federal-state parttiership is to create new opportunities to provide safe water to water-scarce 
communities, officials said. 


■AXTiile underground injection certainly has its utility and place, alternatives are available that treat wastewater from 
oil and natural gas extraction for re-introduction into the hydrologic cycle which is especially important in arid areil 
suffering from drought like New Mexico,” said EPA spokesman David P. Ross, in a statement. 

New Mexico is the third-largest oil-producing state in the U.S. In 2017, it produced a record 470,000 barrels of 
crude oil per day from the Permian Basin and other locations. 

In 2017, New Mexico produced about 900 million barrels of wastewater, most of which was disposed of in 
underground injection wells, permanently removing it from the hydrological cycle. 

"New Mexico is currently the third largest oil producer in tlie United States and that oil is accompanied by even 
larger quantities of water. Cdarifying the state and federal regulatory framew’orks associated with its recycling and 
reuse is of the utmost importance," said New Mexico’s Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources cabinet secretary 
Ken McQueen, in a statement. 

"Reuse of this water in appropriate applications has the potential to relieve the growing demand on our ground and 
surface water sources. For that reason alone, this effort makes absolute sense," said New Mexico State Engineer 
Tom Blaine. 

For more information, go to www.epa.gov/eg/study-oil-and-gas-extraction-w’astewater-management. 
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Message 


From: E&E News [ealerts(a)eenews.net] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 8:21:12 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: April 26 - E&E News PM is ready 



E&E NEWS PM — Thu., April 26, 2018 

Q READ FULL EDITION 


lEPA: 

First-class travel became 'distraction' — Pruitt 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt tried to win lawmakers' confidence today with assurances that he's already 
made changes in response to allegations of pricey travel and security expenses. 


THIS AFTERNOON'S STORiE^ 

2. WILD HORSES: 

Long-awaited BLM report to Congress hints at need for euthanasia 

3= OIL AND GAS i 

BLM illegally leased parcels near Colo, school — lawsuit 

4. POLITICS: 

GOP senator to think tank: 'Not all regulations are bad' 

5. PUBLIC LANDS; 

Zinke extends mining ban in bighorn sheep range 

6. BIOFUELS: 

'Win-win' deal lacks votes — Cruz 

7. OIL AND GAS: 

Wis. refinery explosion sends at least 10 to hospital 

UPCOH^lING HEARINGS AND MARKUPS 


Activity for April 23 - April 29, 2018 
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Get all of the stories in today's E&E News PM, plus an in-depth archive with thousands of articles on your issues, 
detailed Special Reports and much more at https:/ywww.eenewspm.com. 

Forgot your passcodes? Call us at 202-628-6500 now and we'll set you up instantly. 

To send a press release, fax 202-737-5299 or email editorial@eenews.net. 

ABOUT EAE NEWS PM LATE-BREAKir^G KEWS 

E&E News PM is written and produced by the staff of E&E News. A late afternoon roundup providing coverage of all 
the breaking and developing policy news from Capitol Hill, around the country and around the world, E&E News PM 
is a must-read for the key players who need to be ahead of the next day's headlines. E&E News PM publishes daily 
at 4:30 p.m. 



Unsubscribe | Our Privacy Policy 
E&E News 

122 C Street NW 7th Floor Washington, DC 20001 
Phone; 202-628-6500 Fax: 202-737-5299 
www.eenews.net 


All content is copyrighted and may not be reproduced or retransmitted vrithout the express consent of Environment & Energy Piiblishing, L.i..C. 
Prefer plain text? Click here. 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Allen, Reginald [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=799C3B0558E14130B17C66B2533548BA-ALLEN, REGI] 
7/29/2017 8:42:24 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Chmielewski, Kevin [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a8c269da515e475d9705f091dd2713f6-Chmielewski] 
AO/IO Travel Budget Update 

Attachment 1 -10 FY 17 Travel Estimate.xisx; ATT00001.htm 


Ryan 


Kevin mentioned you asked about travel dollars. Working with Kevin and the travel team I've attached our 
estimate for the remainder of FY17 and current available balance.! Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 



No assistance needed now but will keep you informed. Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Best 
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Reggie 


Reginald E. Allen, SES 
Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff 
US. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office 202-564-0444 
Direct 202-564-1029 
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Message 


From: Hassell, Emily [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=24C1350E0DF84A3CAlF5852C0FEB971B-HASSELL, EM] 
Sent: 4/26/2018 8:20:06 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 
Subject: News Clips - 26 April 2018 


Due to the volume of published articles, today's clips wrap will only include headlines and links. If you would like the full 
text of any individual article, please contact myse/f/h assei!.emilv@epa.govj or Ariel Keklak /kekiak.ariel @ e p a. g ovj and 
we will send that to you as soon as possible. 


Topics - Click to Jump 

• Adniinistrator Pruitt on Capitol Hiii 

• Administrator Pruitt Coverage (Other) 

• EPA Policy on Scientific Studies 

• General 


EPA Policy on Scientific Studies 
Politico 

https://www.ponticopro.corn/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/pruitt-defends-Hmjts-on-epas-use-of-outside-science- 

1118711 

Pruitt defends limits on EPA's use of outside science 

By Annie Snider, 4/26/18, 12:40 PM 

Daily Caller 

http://daiivc3iler.corri/2018/04/2S/scott-pruitts-transparencv-rule-science/ 

Scott Pruitt's Transparency Rule Will Shed Light On A Key Aspect EPA Regulations 

By Michael Bastasch, 4/25/18, 2:39 PM 

E&E Greenwire 

http5://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stones/1060080209/search?ke¥W'ord-EP.A 

Pruitt signed 'secret science' plan before 0MB ended review 

By Sean Reilly, 4/26/18 

Daily Caller 

http: / . / dail v cailer.com / 2,018 / 04 / 2.6 /p ruitt-shuts-down-one-commof'i -argurnent-a g a inst-his-secret-science-ruie/ 

Pruitt Shuts Down One Common Argument Against His Secret Science Rule 

By Chris White, 4/26/18, 12:01 PM 

BNA 

htt p : / /esweb,bna.com/esiw/dis p ja v/ no 3i p ha.a dp ?mode--ss&fr ag sd"43282795 9&item-4Q8Si p rod-dein&catwAGENCY 

EPA Plan to Limit Science Use May Undercut Air, Climate Programs 

By Jennifer Lu and Abby Smith, 4/26/18 

ABC News 

http:/7abcnews.go.com/Pontics/pruitt-epa-stop-basing-ruieS"CaHS"Secret-science/storv?id-54698926 

Pruitt wants EPA to stop basing rules on what he calls 'secret science' 

By Stephanie Ebbs, 4/24/18, 6:56 PM 
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The Hill 

http://thehiiLcom/opinion/energv-environment/385030-time-to-erid-secret-sdence-at-epa 

Time to end secret science at EPA (*Op-Ed) 

By Jenny Beth Martin, 4/26/18, 2:00 PM 

The Hill 

http://thehiiLcom/opinion/energv-environment/384893-epa-opts-for-3ccountabijitv-aPid-tr3nsparencv-in- 

environmentai 

EPA opts for accountability and transparency in environmental science (’“Op-Ed) 

By Terry M. Jarrett, 4/25/18, 5:45 PM 


General 

https://apnewsxom/273e0aal35064Qa29fb67f430f368S3e/EPA-awards-indiana-S2.3M-in-grants-for-jridustrjal-cieanups 

EPA awards Indiana $2.3M in grants for industrial cleanups 

4/26/18 

ht:tps://apnews.corn/f8e6c4ddl79147fa83774966929bdfll/6-towns-getting-S700K-in-EPA-grants-to-ciean-up-sites 

6 towns getting $700K in EPA grants to clean up sites 

4/26/18 

Daily Caller 

htt: p : / /dail v caner.cor n/ 2018 / 0 4/ 26 / earth-da v -2.018-vvas-about -p lastjc -p oyul:ion-but-greer'iS-rnissed-the-t:ara e t / 

Earth Day 2018 Was About Plastic Pollution—But Greens Missed the Target (’“Op-Ed) 

By Steve Goreham, 4/26/18, 3:18 PM 

The Hill 

http:/7thehiiLconi/opinion/white--house/384985-biue-vvave--voters--wilj--drain-the"Swamp-wave-repubHcans 

Blue-wave voters will drain the swamp-wave Republicans (’“Op-Ed) 

By Brent Budowsky, 4/26/18, 10:45 AM 


Administrator Pruitt Coverage (Other) 

Daily Caller 

http://daijvcaller.eom/2018/04/25/scott-pruitt-emaij-account-ijsa-iackson-faise-iderititv/ 

Scott Pruitt's Email Account Is Nothing Like Obama-Era Predecessor's — She Created A False Identity 

By Michael Bastasch, 4/25/18, 10:25 PM 

The Hill 

http://thehiil.com/pojicv7energv-envjronmerit/384927-ig-investigations-cast-shadow-over-scott-pruitt 

IG investigations cast shadow over Scott Pruitt 

By Timothy Cama, 4/26/18, 6:00 AM 

Washington Examiner 

https: / . / www.vv3shi ngt onexarniner.com. / new s./ co ngr es s/p aui- rv an -defends-t r ump s-darn-g o od-cabinet 

Paul Ryan defends Trump's 'darn good' Cabinet 

By Susan Ferrechio, 4/26/18, 12:32 PM 
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Washington Post 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news./t:he-fi)(/wp/2018./04/25/the-whij:e-hoyse-is-ab3nck')ning-sc:ott- 
pruitt/?utm term-.8fd695eb994c 

The White House is abandoning Scott Pruitt 

By Calium Borchers, 4/25/18, 4:02 PM 

New York Times 

https://www.nvtimesxom/2Q18/04/26/dimate/countn’es-responsible-giobal- 

warmmg,htmi?rref-coilec.tion%2Ftimestopic.%2FEnvironmentai%20Protection%20Aaency&ac,tion-clsck&c,ontentConecti 
on-tiniesto p ics&reg i on-streaniSrnodule-stream u njt:&versjon-l a t est: & coni:e nt Pi a c ement=2&pg tvp e-coliection 

Who's Most Responsible for Global Warming? 

By Lisa Friedman, Nadja Popovich, and Henry Fountain, 4/26/18 

Fox News 

http:.//'www.fQxnews.com/politics/2018/04/26/scott"pruittS"time-as-epa-admjnistrator-do.gged-bv-questions-about- 

first-class-travel-pav-raises.html 

Scott Pruitt's time as EPA administrator dogged by questions about first-class travel, pay raises 

By Kaitlyn Schallhorn, 4/26/18 

Washington Examiner 

htt p s: / /www.washi n.gto nexaminer.com/o p inio n/ a-q u ick--catai og- of-aii-the-wors t -- s cott- p ruitt-scandals 

A quick catalog of all the worst Scott Pruitt scandals (*Op-Ed) 

By Philip Wegmann, 4/26/18, 1:37 PM 

The Hill 

http://thehiiLconi/opinion/energv-environment/384908-former-epa-adminjstrator-scandals-aside--pruitt--must-answer- 

for-his 

Former EPA administrator; Scandals aside, Pruitt must answer for his actions at agency ('*‘Op-Ed) 

By Carol M. Browner, 4/26/18, 6:00 AM 

New York Times 

https://www.nvtimes.eom/2018/04/25/opinion/trurnps-best-people-are-the- 

worst.htmi?rref"Conection%2FS:imesto p ic%2FEnvironmentai%20Protecti on% 20 Age nc v 

Trump's 'Best People' Are the Worst (''‘Editorial) 

By The Editorial Board, 4/25/18 


Administrator Pruitt on Capitoi Hiii 
Fox News 

http: / . / www.foxnews.com/ p olitic,s/2018. / 0 4/ 26/ p ruitt-admits-knowi ng- ab o u t -controversial-raise-despite- p ast- 
deniai.htrni 

Pruitt admits knowing about controversial raise, despite past denial 

By Barnini Chakraborty, 4/26/18 

The Hill 

http: / . / thehi!i.corn. / poijc v/ ene rgv -environment. / 385054-dem-in spector-generai-d is p uted- p ruitts-claims-of-death-threats 

Dem: Inspector general 'disputed' Pruitt's claims of death threats 

By Timothy Cama, 4/26/18, 3:13 PM 

Politico 

https:.//'www.poiitico.com/storv/2018/04/26/scott--pruitt-con.gress-heann.g-555152 

'I have nothing to hide' Pruitt tells angry Congress 
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By Anthony Adragna, Annie Snider, and Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 2:56 PM 


Politico 

https: // www. p oiitico p ro.eo m/ a g ricuiture / artid e/ 201 8/ 04 /p r uit t -touts-sdenc e- p olic v -as-trans p arenc v -as-democrats- 

siam-hirn-for-secrecv-506159 

Pruitt touts science policy as transparency as Democrats slam him for secrecy 

By Emily Holden and Annie Snider, 4/26/18, 3:17 PM 

Daily Caller 

http: // daii v c3iier.com / 2,018 / Q4 / 26 ,-^ scotl: -p ruitl:- lv i ng-p a v-r a js es -epa-report:ers-i ym p ing - fi un/ 

Reporters Claim Pruitt Admitted To Lying About Pay Raises — They're Jumping The Gun 

By Chris White, 4/26/18, 2:20 PM 

Politico 

https:.//'www.ponticopro.coni/enerRv/whiteboard/2018/04/shimkus-praises-pruitt-performance-in-first-hearing- 
112,1963 

Shimkus praises Pruitt performance in first hearing 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18, 2:39 PM 

Mother Jones 

htt p s:. / /www.mother jones.coni / environmen t/ 2018 / 0 4/ scott- p ruitt-takes-aii -t he-credit-and-none-of-the-biame-for-his- 
scandai-filied-tin^e-at-the-epa/ 

Scott Pruitt Takes All the Credit and None of the Blame for His Scandal-Filled Time at the EPA 

By Rebecca Leber, 4/26/18, 1:45 PM 

Independent Journal Review 

htt p s: // ii r .coni / 2.018/04 / 1088931- p ruitt-heari ng- lawmaker s/ 

Lawmakers Express Concerns Over Pruitt's Capability: 'You Are Unfit to Hold Public Office' 

By Kelcey Caulder, 4/26/18, 2:09 PM 

ABC News 

http://abcnews.go.coni/Politics/video/men'ibers-support-prujtt-faiis-partv-Sines-S4755773 

Members' support of Pruitt falls along party lines 

*Video 

Newsweek 

http://www.newsweek.corn/scott-pruitt-contradicts-previous-statement$-appear$-admit-he-knew-rai5es-903062 

SCOTT PRUITT CONTRADICTS PREVIOUS STATEMENTS, ADMITS HE KNEW OF RAISES GIVEN TO AIDES 

By Josh Keefe, 4/26/18, 2:27 PM 

Washington Examiner 

https://wv/w.washinatonexaminer.com/poiicv/erierav,-fscott-pruitt-downpiavs-his-roie-in-questionabie-spending-hiring- 

practices-at-epa 

Scott Pruitt downplays his role in questionable spending, hiring practices at EPA 

By Josh Siegel, 4/26/18, 2:02 PM 

Daily Caller 

http://daijvcajier.eom/2018/04/26/scott-pruitt-house-hearings/ 

Pruitt Addresses Critics In House Hearing: 'Let's Have No Illusions As To What's Going On Here' 

By Michael Bastasch, 4/26/18, 1:23 PM 

Washington Post 
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https: / . / www.washi ngto n p ost.co m/ news/'ene rgv -envjro nment/wp/2018/04/ 26. / scott- p ruitt-braces-for-tou g h ■ q uestions- 
at-doub!e-he3rings-on-capitol-hin/?ul:m t:erm-.6e5aa3e40e75 

Scott Pruitt admits role in aide's pay raise but calls attacks on him politically motivated 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 4/26/18, 1:36 PM 

Washington Post 

https: / . / www.vv3shi ngt on p ost.cor' n/ news / the-fiK / w p./ 2018 / 0 4/26/5-takeawavs- fror'n-scotl:- p ruit!:s -g rii!ing - in- 
congress/?utm term-,897fecabf 191 

5 takeaways from Scott Pruitt's grilling in Congress 

By Amber Phillips, 4/26/18, 1:30 PM 

E&E Greenwire 

https: / . / www.eenews.net/g r eenwire. / storie s/ 1060Q8G21 5/ search?ke vwor d =:EPA 

'1 have nothing to hide' — Pruitt 

By Kevin Bogardus, 4/26/18 

Politico 

htt p s: / /www. p onticopro.com / ene rev/ whitefaoar d/ 2018/0 4/p rujtt-sa v s-amba ss ador-invited-him-to-morocco-1121893 

Pruitt says ambassador invited him to Morocco 

By Emily Holden, 4/26/18, 2:23 PM 

Politico 

https://www.politicopro.eom/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/pruitt-savs-its-rare-for-hjm-to-use-private-phone-bQoth- 

1120183 

Pruitt says it's 'rare' for him to use private phone booth 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18,1:43 PM 

Politico 

https://www.poljtico.com/storv/2018/04/26/scott-pruitt-hearinR-takeaways-555942 

'Embarrassment' or 'McCarthyism': Key moments as Pruitt faces lawmakers 

By Quint Forgey, Anthony Adragna, Alex Guillen, and Annie Snider, 4/26/18, 1:40 PM 

NBC News 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/conRress/democrats-excoriate-epa-adminjstrator-scott-pruitt-over-lavish-spendjng- 

0869271 

Lawmakers grill EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt over ethics scandals, spending 

By Rebecca Shabad, 4/26/18, 2:20 PM 

Huffington Post 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entrv/scott-pruitt-heajing us Saelfe64e4b055fd7fc983f9 

Republicans Brush Aside Scandals At Scott Pruitt Hearing 
By Alexander C Kaufman, 4/26/18, 1:43 PM 

Bloomberg 

https://www.bioomberR.coni/news/vjde{:;s/2018-04-26./rep-kaptur-sav's-epa-chief-abusing-publjc-priviiege-video 

Rep. Kaptur Says EPA Chief Abusing Public Privilege 

*Video 

The Hill 

http: / . / thehi!!.com. / po!ic v/ ene rgv -envir'onm.en t./ 385026- ep a-chi ef-reads-threats -hes-received-to-iawm3kers 

EPA chief reads threats he's received to lawmakers 

By Miranda Green, 4/26/18, 1:19 PM 
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Wall Street Journal 

https://www.wsi.com/articies/prustt-says-attecks-are-driven-bv-opposition-to-lTymp- 
1524754373?mod-searchresuits&page=l&pos-l&ns-prod/accounts-w/sj&n5-prod/accounts-wsj 

Pruitt Says Attacks Are Driven by Opposition to Trump 

By Heidi Vogt and Louise Radnofsky, 4/26/18,12:09 PM 

Politico 

https://www.poh’ticopro,corTi/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/pruitt-cant-sav-if-top-aide-worked-for-three-rrionths- 

1119969 

Pruitt can't say if top aide worked for 3 months 

By Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 1:15 PM 

USA Today 

https://www.usatodav.cor'n/storv/news/poytjcs/2018/04/26/ep3-administrator-scott-pruitt-heads-capitoi-hiy-defend- 

his--conduct-and-management/551917Q02/ 

Embattled but defiant, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt tells Congress he has 'nothing to hide' 

By Ledyard Kind, 4/26/18, 1:12 PM 

USA Today 

https://www.usatodav.com/videos/news/nation/2018/04/25/prujtt-faces-make-fareak-capitol-hili-hearjngs/34267949/ 

Pruitt Faces Make or Break Capitol Hill Hearings 

*Video 

Environmental Defense Fund 

https://www.edf.Org/media/pruil:t-piavs-victim-avojds-taking-responsjbiljtv 

Pruitt Plays the Victim, Avoids Taking Responsibility 

By Elgie Holstein, 4/26/18 

Federal News Radio 

htt p s: / /federainewsradio.corn / hearir igs -overs ifiht/ 201 8/ 0 4/p rujtt:-faci nfi- 10-federal-probes-te!ls-lawrnakers-i-have- 

nothing-to-hide/ 

Pruitt, facing 10 federal probes, tells lawmakers: 'I have nothing to hide' 

By Jory Heckman, 4/26/18, 12:28 PM 

Los Angeles Times 

http://www.latimes.com/Doljtics/la-na-pol-pruitt-congress-2018042.S-storv.htmi 

On Capitol Hill, EPA chief blames his troubles on conspiracy against Trump agenda 

By Evan Halper, 4/26/18, 9:00 AM 

PBS 

https: / . / www. p bs.or g/ newshour/ p ojitic.s / 'e p a-c.hief-scott -p ruitt-sa v s-he-did -kn ow-afaout- p a v -raises 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt says he did know about pay raises 

4/26/18, 11:39 AM 

Washington Examiner 

https://www.¥.,'ashingtonexamjner.com/poiicv/energv./scott-pruitt-says-hes-stjii-muiljng-c,aiifornias-wajver-tor-fuei- 

efficienc y -ruies 

Scott Pruitt says he's still mulling California's waiver for fuel-efficiency rules 

By Josh Siegel, 4/26/18, 12:37 PM 

Daily Caller 

http://dailvcalier.eom/2018/04/26/prujtt-attacks-me-dia-energv-heanng/ 

Pruitt Attacks 'Half Truths' And 'Twisted' Stories During Energy Hearing 
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By Amber Athey, 4/26/18, 12:04 PM 


Washington Post 

https: / . / www.washi ngto n p ost.co m/ news/ene rgv -envjronme nt/wp/2018/04/ 26 / scott- p ruitt-braces-for-tou g h ■ q uestions- 
at-doub!e-he3rings-on-capitol-hin/?ui:m t:errT’i-.768d5ee44112 

Scott Pruitt pushes back hard, saying attacks on him are intended 'to derail the president's agenda' 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 4/26/18, 12:40 PM 

Washington Post 

https: / . / www.vvashi ngt on p ost.cor' n/ vide o/p oHt:ic s/p ruitt:-sa v s-he-d id-n ot: -approv e-43000-sound p roof-phone- 
booth/2018/Q4/26/43a894ca-496d-lle8-8Q82-105a446dl9b8 video.htmjPutm term-.4dfaa89d49cdb 

Pruitt says he did not approve $43,000 soundproof phone booth 

*Video 

Politico 

https:/./www.ponticopro.corn/enerav/whit:eboard/2018/04/pruit:t-wont:-sav-if-hes-remorseful-for-wastefuj-spending- 

1119765 

Pruitt won't say if he's remorseful for wasteful spending 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18, 12:49 PM 

Politico 

https://www.ponticopro.corn/enerav/whit:eboard/2018/04/pruitt-denies-retaliat:jon-agajnst-ernplovees-prornises-to- 
respect-whistleblowers-1119359 

Pruitt denies retaliation against employees, promises to respect whistleblowers 

By Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 12:43 PM 

Politico 

https://www.ponticopro.corn/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/pruitt-blames-career-epa-staff-for-privacv-booth-1118349 

Pruitt blames career EPA staff for privacy booth 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18,12:13 PM 

Politico 

htt p s: / /www. p oHS:icopro.com / ene rgv/ whij:eboar d/ 201 8/ 0 4/p ruitt-e p a-riOt -go ing-after-caljfornias-waiver-at- p resent- 

1117886 

Pruitt: EPA not going after California's waiver 'at present' 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18, 12:04 PM 

Bloomberg 

https://wwwi)loomberg.coni/news/articies/2,018-04-2,6/pruitt-s-chalienge-convirice-congress-he-should-keep-epa-iob 

Lawmakers Sharply Question Pruitt With EPA Job on the Line 

By Jennifer A DIouhy and Ari Natter, 4/26/18, 4:00 AM 

Reuters 

https: / . / www.reuters.com / articl e/ us-usa-e p a -p rujt t/ep a-chief "P rui tt " teilS"lawma kers-ethics-cha rfie s-are-distractions- 
lies-idUSKBNlHXOGQ. 

EPA chief Pruitt tells lawmakers ethics charges are distractions, lies 

By Valerie Voicovici and Richard Cowan, 4/26/18, 1:07 AM 

CNN 

https: / . / www.cnn.com / videos /p olij:ics / 201 8/ 0 4./ 26 / scott -p ruitt- epa-budge t-h oy se-hearing - sot.cn n/ vide o/p ia v !ists / scoH- 

pruitt-epa/ 

Pruitt: I was not aware of raise amounts 

*Video 
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CNN 

https://www.cnn.corri/2018/04/26/poHtics/ep3-admjnistrator-scott-pruitt-soynd-proof-booth-scif/index.html 

Pruitt backtracks on explanation of privacy booth 

By Gregory Wallace, 4/26/18, 12:36 PM 

CNN 

https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2018/04/26/scott-pruitt-rep-anna-eshoo-remorse-sot.cnn 

Lawmaker to Pruitt: Do you have any remorse? 

*Video 

https: // a p news.eom / 0c67a60b236b477894Qbced73eefB3 2/ The-Lat e.st:-EPA -c hief -unaware-of-securit v -chiefs-ties 

The Latest: EPA chief unaware of security chief's ties 

*Live Updates 

htt p s: ./ /a p news.c.om / 5785624665ct4f0d846c71047a5bc2bl / US"lawma k e rS" a ssa jl"EPA-chi8f-ov8r-ethical-misste p s 

US lawmakers assail EPA chief over ethical missteps 

By Michael Biesecker and Ellen Knickmeyer, 4/26/18 

CNN 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/26/politscs/scott-prujtt-epa-heanng-white-house/index.htrrii 

Pruitt fears White House undermining him ahead of hearings 

By Kaitlan Collins, Kevin Liptak, and Jeff Zeleny, 4/26/18, 9:26 AM 

CNN 

https://www.cnn.corr/2018/04/26/politics/pruitt-house-hearings/index.htmj 

Lawmakers grilling EPA chief Scott Pruitt: 'You are unfit to hold public office' 

By Ashley Killough and Deirdre Walsh, 4/26/18,11:00 AM 

ABC News 

htt p : / /abcnews.g o .corn/Politics/aniid-r ep orts-rnisconduct -p ruitt-faces - hou .s e-panels-live/stof v 7sd~54747126 

Amid reports of misconduct, Pruitt faces House panels: Live updates 

By Stephanie Ebbs and Lucien Bruggeman, 4/26/18, 12:32 PM 

Politico 

https: / . / www. p oiitico p ro.co m/ ene rgv/ whjteboard / 201 8/ 04 / shimkus-c.orT imj tt ee- cannot-i Kn ore- p ruitt-scandais-1116474 

Shimkus: Committee 'cannot ignore' Pruitt scandals 

By Nick Juliano, 4/26/18, 10:11 AM 

Politico 

https://www.politicopro.cor'n/energv/wliiteboard/2018/04/pruitt-faces-bipartisan-caljs-for-answers-1116852 

Pruitt faces bipartisan calls for answers 

By Alex Guillen, Annie Snider, and Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18,10:29 AM 

Politico 

https://www.poiiticopro.com/energv/whjteboard/2018/04/pruitt-i-have-nothing-to-hide-1116905 

Pruitt: 'I have nothing to hide' 

By Anthony Adragna and Annie Snider, 4/26/18, 10:36 AM 

Politico 

https: / . / svwsv. p ontico.com / stor v/ 2018 / 04/2 6/ scott- p ruitt-co ngress-hearing-555 152. 
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'I have nothing to hide' Pruitt tells angry Congress 

By Anthony Adragna, Annie Snider, and Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 12:23 PM 

Politico 

https://www.politicopro.com/energv/whjl:eboard./2018/04/pruitt-savs-he-auj:horized-raises-did-not-knovv-white-house- 
was ■ circumvented-1117009 

Pruitt says he authorized raises, did not know White House was circumvented 

By Emily Holden, 4/26/18, 10:54 AM 

Politico 

https://www.politicopro,com/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/payone-cays-pruitt-an-emfaarrassment-to-trump-1117410 

Pallone calls Pruitt an 'embarrassment' to Trump 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18, 10:56 AM 

Politico 

https:/./www.ponticopro.com/enerav/whiteboard/2018./04/repubiicans-sav-pryitj:s-a-victini-of-politica!-attacks-1117466 

Republicans say Pruitt's a victim of political attacks 

By Anthony Adragna and Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 11:06 AM 

Politico 

htt p s:. / /www. p onticopro.com / ene rgv/ whiteboar d/ 2018/0 4/p ruitt-keli v - s houid-share"banki ng- ban-detajls-vvith- 

lawmakers-1117467 

Pruitt: Kelly should share banking ban details with lawmakers 

By Alex Guillen, 4/26/18, 11:18 PM 

Politico 

htt: p s: / /www. p olit:icopro.corTi / ene rgv/ whjl:eboar d/ 201 8/ 0 4/ i o hnson-cail.s-dernocratic-al:t:acks-on- p ruit:t-shaniefui- 

1117880 

Johnson calls Democratic attacks on Pruitt 'shameful' 

By Anthony Adragna, 4/26/18,11:35 MA 

New York Times 

htt: p s: / /www.n v S:imes.corr'i / 2,0:I8 / 04 / 26/cljmat e/ scott- p rujtt-cong r ess- 

hearing. html?rref~conection%2Ftimestopic%2FEnvironmental%20Protection%20Agencv&action~click&contentConectjO 
n'-timestopic,s&region--stream&moduie-stream unit&versiorv-"latest&contentPiacement-2&pRtvpe--c,onection 

Scott Pruitt, Under an Ethics Cloud, Faces Lawmakers 

By John Schwartz and Coral Davenport, 4/26/18, Live Updates 

Wall Street Journal 

https://www.wsi.com/articles/pruitt-savs-attacks-are-driven-bv-opposition-to-trynip- 

1524754373?mod-searc,hresuits& page -l& p os'--l 

Pruitt Says Attacks Are Driven by Opposition to Trump 

By Heidi Vogt and Louise Radnofsky, 4/26/18, 12:09 PM 

The Hill 

http://'thehiiLcom/'poiicv/ener.6;v-environment/'385000-protesterS"at-heanng-hoist-mr-corruption-si.gns-behind-pruitt 

Protesters at hearing hoist 'Mr. Corruption' signs behind Pruitt 

By Timothy Cama, 4/26/18, 11:06 AM 

The Hill 

http://thehiy.eom/poiicv/energv-environment/385004-pruitt-ep3-staff-was-given-authoritv-to-approve-raises-for- 

staffers 

Pruitt: EPA staff was given authority to approve raises for staffers 
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By Timothy Cama and Brett Samuels, 4/26/18,11:32 AM 


The Hill 

http: // thehi!l,com / polic v/ ener gv -environmen t/ 385006 "p rui t t" epa"ia¥j'vers"sa id- p n'vac v -booth-¥j'as-ie g a! 

Pruitt: EPA lawyers said privacy booth was legal 

By Timothy Cama, 4/26/18, 11:46 AM 

Washington Post 

https:.//'www.¥j'ashingtonpost.com/video/politics/pruitt"On-ethjcs-sssueS"i-have-nothing-to-hsde/2018/04/26./dc9e4ac6-- 
495e-lle8-808Z-lQ5a446dl9b8 v ideo.html?utm t :erm==.a92374 f75a6 8 

Pruitt on ethics issues: 'I have nothing to hide' 

*Video 

Washington Post 

https:.//'www.washin.gtonpost.com/video/politics/pailone-pruitt-unfit-to-hoid-pufaiic-oftke/201S/04/26/7163fbfa-4960-- 
lle8-8082-105a44Gdl9b8 video.htrni'Putm terrn-.6c66403fbce3 

Pallone: Pruitt 'unfit to hold public office' 

*Video 

Washington Post 

htt p s: / /www.washi n.gto npost.com / v!de o/p oljtic s/ mckjnle v -focus--on- p ruitt-8thicS"dassiC'-djs p la v '-of-innu8ndo-and- 
niccatthvism/2,018/G4/2.6/ec019bb2-4963-lle8-8082"l05a446dl9b8 video.html'Putm term^.bc84e3Gf7a52 

McKinley: Focus on Pruitt ethics 'classic display of innuendo and McCarthyism' 

*Video 

Washington Post 

htt p s: / /www.washina ! :onpost.cop^ / video /p oljl:ic s/p rujtt-contradicts-earijer-stai:ements-sa v s-he-was-aware-of-e p a- 
raises/2018/04/26/7b0512dc-4967-lle8-8082-105a446dl9b8 video.htmi?utm term^.39608550e961 

Pruitt contradicts earlier statements, says he was aware of EPA raises 

*Video 

Washington Post 

htt p s: / /www.washina S :onpost.cop'i / new s/ ene rgv -environmen l:/wp/ 2018 /' 04/26/scott -p ruitt-braces-for-toug h -q u estions- 
at-doubie-hearjngs-on-capjtol-hiH/?utm terrn-.lS42al915615 

Scott Pruitt pushes back hard, saying attacks on him are intended 'to derail the president's agenda' 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilperin, 4/26/18, 12:40 PM 

Washington Examiner 

https://www.washinatonexap4nerxom/poycv/eriergv/paul-toriko-caiis-scott-prujtt-a-skined-grifter-not-above-the-iaw 

Paul Tonko calls Scott Pruitt a skilled grifter not 'above the law' 

By John Siciliano, 4/26/18, 10:46 AM 

Washington Examiner 

https: // www.washi ngto nexamjn8r.eom /p olic. v/ ene rgv/ r ep ubiican-o ffers-epas-sc ott-- p ruitt--the- p art vi et-defense 

Republican offers EPA's Scott Pruitt the 'party jet' defense 

By John Siciliano, 4/26/18, 11:13 AM 

Washington Examiner 

https:././www.¥rashingtonexaminer.com/poiicv/energv/scott-pruitt-teils-con.gr8ss-he-has-nothing-to-hide-vows-to-take- 

res p onsibiiit v -for-actions 

Scott Pruitt tells Congress he has 'nothing to hide,' vows to 'take responsibility' for actions 

By Josh Siegel, 4/26/18, 11:07 AM 
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Washington Examiner 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.cor'n/news/watch-Sive-epa-chief-scott:-pruil:t:-test:ifi'es-before-congress 

WATCH LIVE: EPA chief Scott Pruitt testifies before Congress 

*Video 

Dallas News 

https: / . / www.da!iasnews.cop'i / news. / po!jtic s/ 2018 / 0 4/ 2 6/s eni or-te)(as-repubii can-sa v s-emba!:tled-e p a-chief-victirn- 

washington-politics 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt is victim of 'Washington politics,' says senior Texas Republican 

By Tom Banning, 4/26/18, 11:15 AM 

https: / . / a p news.cor'n / ba43clbeb0764Q6b8a489d0f42.918dl b/ Fad ng- Co naress,-E PA-chgef-doesn‘j:-appe3r-re3d v -to- 

apoiogize 

Facing Congress, EPA chief doesn't appear ready to apologize 

By Matthew Daly, 4/26/18 

ht:tps://apnewsxorn/5785624665cf4f0d846c71G47a5bc2bl/EPA/-chief-faces-Capitol-Hjn-grj|jsng-over-ej:hical-p4ssteps 

EPA chief faces Capitol Hill grilling over ethical missteps 

By Michael Biesecker and Ellen Knickmeyer, 4/26/18 

Bloomberg 

htt p s: / /www.bloomber H. com / news/articies / 2018--04--26 /p ruitt--s--chaile nge --convince--congress-he--shouid--kee p -e p a--j o b 

Pruitt's Challenge: Convince Congress He Should Keep EPA Job 

By Jennifer A DIouhy and Ari Natter, 4/26/18, 4:00 AM 

New York Times 

https://www.nvtimes.com/2018/04/26/dimate/scott-pruitt-corwess-hearing.htmi 

Scott Pruitt, Under an Ethics Cloud, Faces Lawmakers ('''Continuing Live Updates) 

By John Schwartz and Coral Davenport, 4/26/18, Last Update: 11:29 AM 

The Hill 

http://thehin.com/poljcv/enerHv-environment/384946-make-or-break-monient-for-epa-chief-pruitt 

Make-or-break moment for EPA chief Pruitt 

By Timothy Cama and Miranda Green, 4/25/18, 8:36 PM 

ABC News 

http://abcnews.go.corn/Pontics/epa-chiefs-home-staj:e-repubiican-3iiv-supports-pruitt/storv?jd"54716586 

EPA chief's home-state Republican ally says he supports Pruitt but wants answers 

By Stephanie Ebbs, 4/25/18, 5:08 PM 

The Hill 

http: / . / thehi!l,coni / poiic v/ ener gv -envjronmen t/ 384875 -gop -iawmake r-wants-to -hear-contrition-from- p ruitt 

GOP lawmaker wants 'contrition' from Pruitt 

By Luis Sanchez, 4/25/18, 4:00 PM 

ABC News 

http:.//'abcnews,go.com/'Poijtics/sc,ott-prujtts-prep-document-hot-topics-ready-ahead/storv?id--54732544 

Scott Pruitt's prep document of 'hot topics' ready ahead of congressional hearings 

By John Santucci and Stephanie Ebbs, 4/25/18, 6:16 PM 

ABC News 
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http: // abcnews. go .eom / Pontics / abuse-tax p a v er-monev- gops-kennedv-pruitt/ stor v Pid-54724202 

'You can't abuse taxpayer money': GOP's Kennedy on Pruitt 

By John Verhovek, 4/25/18, 10:26 PM 

Washington Post 

https:.//'www.¥.,'ashingtonpost.com/nationai/heaSth-sdence/scott-prujtt-heads-to-capstol-hili-as-white-house-probes- 
sig n ai-his-shakv-stai:us / 201 8/ Q4 / 2.5 / dc87aeec-4896-lle8-8b 5a- 3bl 697a d cc2a .s tor y .htnii?uj:oi t erm-.ld5dd3940868 

Scott Pruitt heads to Capitol Hill as White House probes signal his shaky status 

By Juliet Eilperin, Brady Dennis, and Josh Dawsey, 4/25/18, 8:10 PM 

Washington Post 

https:.//'www.washin.gtonpost.com/news/energv-environment/¥/p/2Q18/04/26/scott-pruitt-braces-for-tough-questions- 
at-doub!e-hearing s -on-ca p ii:oi-hi n/ ?utr n I :errn-.16d5615252ec 

Lawmakers from both parties quickly tell Scott Pruitt he has to address damaging reports 

By Brady Dennis and Juliet Eilerpin, 4/26/18, 10:30 AM 

NBC News 

htt p s: / /www.nbcnews.c.Qm/ p olitics / con g res s/ su pp ort -p ruitt-wanes-he-tak e S"hot"S e at-ca p jtoi-hiil"n869166 

Support for Pruitt wanes as he takes the hot seat on Capitol Hill 

By Leigh Ann Caldwell, Hallie Jackson, and Alex Moe, 4/26/18,12:00 AM, UPDATED 10:25 AM 

CBS News 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/epa-administrator-scott-pruitt-faces-gnljinfi-on-capitol-hill-iive-stream/ 

Embattled EPA administrator Scott Pruitt faces grilling on Capitol Hill - live stream 

4/26/18, 10:00 AM, UPDATED 10:27 AM 

Washington Examiner 

https://www.w3shingtonexaminer.com/poiicy/‘energv/scott-prujtt-faces-capitoi-hili-griiiing 

Scott Pruitt faces Capitol Hill grilling 

By Josh Siegel, 4/26/18, 12:01 AM 

Wall Street Journal 

htt p s: / /www.wsj . con i/ ar'ticles / e p a-adrninistrator-faces -fir iiji nfi- on-ca p jt:o!-h ii ! - 

15246991Q6?mod~searchresuits&p3ge=l&pos=5 

EPA Chief Scott Pruitt Faces Grilling on Capitol Hill 

By Louise Radnofsky and Heidi Vogt, 4/25/18, 7:31 PM 

Wall Street Journal 

https://www.wsi.com/articles/five-things-jawmakers-are-likeiy-to-a.sk-.scott-pryitt-about- 
1524700335?mod-searchresuits&page-l&pos-4 

Five Things Lawmakers Are Likely to Ask Scott Pruitt About 

By Louise Radnofsky and Heidi Vogt, 4/25/18, 7:52 PM 

Politico 

https://www.poHl:icopro.corTi/energv/articie/2018/04/it-couSd-be-prett:¥-painfyi-w/hen-pruitt-faces-congress-502055 

'It could be pretty painful' when Pruitt faces Congress 

By Anthony Adragna and Nancy Cook, 4/25/18, 5:31 PM 

Politico 

https: // www. p ontico p ro.cor n/ energ v/ whiteboard / 201 8/ 04 / th e-probiems-with - p ruitt-1116378 

Special report; The problems with Pruitt 

By Emily Holden, Alex Guillen, Lily Mihalik, and Kelsey Tamborrino, 4/25/18, 9:17 PM 
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Reuters 

https://www.reuters.com/artjcie/us-usa-epa-pruitt:/epa-chief-pruitt-faces-congressk'jna!-grj!Hng-on-spending-ethics- 

idUSKBNlHXOGQ 

EPA chief Pruitt faces congressional grilling on spending, ethics 
By Valerie Volcovici and Richard Cowan, 4/26/18, 1:07 AM 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000498-00013 

















Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


FLM V. ERA, 


Block, Molly [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=60DOC681A16441AOB4FA16AA2DD4B9C5-BLOCK, MOLL] 

6/14/2018 12:46:20 PM 

Abboud, Michael [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6f5af791al842fladcc088cbf9ed3ce-Abboud, Micj; Beach, Christopher 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6bl24299bb6f46a39aa5d84519f25d5d-Beach, Chrij; Bennett, Tate 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=lfa92542f7ca4d01973bl8b2fllb9141-Bennett, Elj; Bodine, Susan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8c2cc6086fcc44c3be6b5d32b262d983-Bodine, Susj; Cory, Preston 
(Katherine) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfd80bl5f6d04a3ballfc8ca3c85bc50-Cory, Kathej; Daniell, Kelsi 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd867173479344b3bda202b3004ff830-Daniell, Kej; Falvo, Nicholas 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=424ac90ea7d8494a93209dl4d37f2946-Falvo, Nichj; Ferguson, Lincoln 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08cd7f82606244de96b61b96681c46de-Ferguson, Lj; Ford, Hayley 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4748a9029cf74453a20ee8ac9527830c-Ford, Haylej; Frye, Tony (Robert) 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=58c08abdfclb4129al0456b78e6fc2el-Frye, Roberj; Gordon, Stephen 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7c8fb4d82bff4eec98f5c5d00a47f554-Gordon, Stej; Grantham, Nancy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=12a3c2ed7158417fb0bblblb72a8cfb0-Grantham, Nancy]; Gunasekara, 
Mandy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=53dla3caa8bb4ebab8a2d28ca59b6f45-Gunasekara,]; Hanson, Paige 
(Catherine) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=95adclb2ac3b40ab9dc591801d594df8-Hanson, Cat]; Hewitt, James 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=41bl9dd598d340bb8032923d902d4bdl-Hewitt, Jam]; Jackson, Ryan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry]; Konkus, John 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=555471b2baa6419e8el41696f4577062-Konkus, Joh]; Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e5cdf09a3924dada6d322c6794cc4fa-Leopold, Ma]; Letendre, Daisy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b691cccca6264ae09df7054c7fl019cb-Letendre, D]; Lyons, Troy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; McMurray, Forrest 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=344246fb2cb643bfab4f92fe016566e2-McMurray, F]; Palich, Christian 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=330ad62el58d43af93fcbbece930d21a-Palich, Chr]; Ringel, Aaron 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1654bdc951284a6d899a418a89fb0abf-Ringel, Aar]; Rodrick, Christian 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6515dbe46dae466da53c8a3aa3be8cc2-Rodrick, Ch]; Ross, David P 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=119cd8b52ddl4305a84863124ad6d8a6-Ross, David]; Shimmin, Kaitlyn 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=becb3f33f9al4acd8112d898cc7853c6-Shimmin, Ka]; Wehrum, Bill 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 


:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000499-00001 




(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=33d96ae800cf43a3911d94a7130b6c41-Wehrum, Wil]; Wheeler, Andrew 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=17al669ef5b54fba8cb457845308787e-Wheeler, An]; Wilcox, Jahan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=88fd588e97d3405d869bcae98d391984-Wilcox, Jahj; Yamada, Richard 
(Yujiro) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4c34ale0345e4d26b361b5031430639d-Yamada, Yuj] 

Subject: EPA News Highlights 6.14.18 

Attachments: EPA News Highlights 6.14.18.docx 


EPA News Highlights 6.14.18 


WMAC: EPA Sets June PFAS Event In Mew Hampshire 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is inviting Vermonters to attend a regional summit on unregulated PFAS 
chemicals later this month in New Hampshire. Following a summit in Washington D.C. in May, the EPA has scheduled a 
two-day event in Exeter, New Hampshire to hear from people affected by PFAS chemicals. Communities like Merrimack, 
New Hampshire and Bennington, Vermont have been dealing with water sources contaminated with PFOA. it's the same 
compound that's been found in wells in Hoosick Falls and Petersburgh, New York, and part of a larger group of chemicals 
that remains unregulated at the federal level. 

Reuters: U.S. Judge Orders EPA to Limit Poflutson Into New York, Connecticut 

A federal judge on Wednesday ordered the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take steps to curb ozone pollution 
that blows into New York and Connecticut from five other states. An EPA spokeswoman said the agency intends to 
propose this month, and make final by December, "an action that will address any remaining good neighbor obligations 
related to the 2008 ozone standard for these and other states." 

Montana Public Radio: Butte locals Dive Into Draft Superfund Cleanup Plan 

Tuesday night the Environmental Protection Agency organized what it called a "public availability session and workshop" 
in Butte to give locals a different kind of opportunity to learn about the proposed Superfund cleanup that was unveiled 
last month. The top floor of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives was buzzing after hours with about 20 folks like 
Suzanne Stefanac. Members of the public who are really interested in Superfund. "As a Butte native, I really care about 
how this all settles out, Stefanac said, "and I think it's great that so many people do care in town, and the various 
entities that are involved are responsive. They put together an event like this - where you can actually come in as a 
regular citizen." 

Tyjsa WoHd: U.S. Sen. i\m Inhofe: Unless Scott Pruitt can change management problems, one alternative ‘would be 
for him to leave that job' 

Longtime Scott Pruitt supporter U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe on Wednesday said on a national talk radio show that Pruitt needs 
to put management problems behind him, otherwise one of the alternatives "would be for him to leave that job." Inhofe 
made the remark during an appearance on the "Laura Ingraham Show" on Wednesday. However, the Washington Post 
reported that Inhofe said in a separate interview with the paper that he was not calling on Pruitt to resign. 

Washi ngt on Post: Sen. Inhofe Criticizes Scott Pruit t Wants Face-To-Face IVleetjnK with Embattled EPA Chief 

Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.) said in an interview Wednesday that he has requested a face-to-face meeting with 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt to discuss the allegations of ethical misconduct dogging 
him, saying that Pruitt would be "in a very awkward position not to answer to me, and to answer me truthfully," if they 
sat down together. Speaking earlier in the day to conservative talk radio show host Laura Ingraham, Inhofe said that 
Pruitt needs to put the management problems that have come to mark his tenure behind him, otherwise one of the 
alternatives would be "for him to leave that job." In an interview with The Washington Post, however, inhofe said he 
was not calling on Pruitt to resign. On Wednesday, Ingraham called on the EPA administrator to quit in the wake of a 
Post report that he had tasked a top aide with soliciting job offers for his wife from Republican donors. 

Axios: Senator inhofe issues Sharp Warning to Scott Pruitt, Seeks Meeting 
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Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.) warned embattled Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt 
Wednesday that he may have to resign citing mounting ethics scandals. Speaking on Wednesday in a radio interview 
with conservative pundit Laura Ingraham, who herself has called for Pruitt to step down, Inhofe said the administrator 
"has really done some things that surprised me." An option for him to fix things, inhofe said, "would be for him to leave 
that job." 


Politico: Could Ethanol - Ethics - Be Pruitf s Downfall? 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's biggest political liability may not be his litany of ethics scandals but his perceived 
hostility toward ethanol — a prized commodity in farm country that the president has vowed to protect. The embattled 
administrator is touring the Midwest this week, where farmers say he is taking money out of their pockets by weakening 
federal rules mandating the use of the biofuels that President Donald Trump has promised to support. 

National News Highlights 6.14.18 

PIPR: Report Expected to Condemn FBI Violations m 2016 Qinton Email Investigation 

A Justice Department watchdog is expected on Thursday to fault former FBI Director James Comey for violating long¬ 
standing department guidelines and mishandling the Hillary Clinton email investigation in 2016. The probe by Inspector 
General Michael E. Horowitz has already prompted reassignments and departures at the highest levels of the FBI. 

Former Deputy Director Andrew McCabe abruptly left the bureau in January, as watchdogs raced to finish their report, 
and later was fired outright. McCabe's lawyer later confirmed that prosecutors in Washington, D.C., were considering a 
criminal referral on McCabe, who allegedly lied to investigators. 

CNBC: AT&T Wins: Judge Clears $85 Billion Bid for Time Warner With No Conditions 

A federal judge said Tuesday that AT&T's $85.4 billion purchase of Time Warner is legal, clearing the path for a deal that 
gives the pay-TV provider ownership of cable channels such as HBO and CNN as well as film studio Warner Bros. U.S. 
District Court Judge Richard Leon did not impose conditions on the merger's approval. He also urged the government 
not to seek a stay when issuing his decision in a closed-door room with reporters. AT&T General Counsel David McAtee 
said the company was happy with the result. 

TRUMP TWEETS 


WAMC 

http://wan"ic.org/post/epa-seS:s-iijrie-pfas-event-new-hampshire 

EPA Sets June PFAS Event New Hampshire 

By Lucas Willard, 6/13/18 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is inviting Vermonters to attend a regional summit on unregulated PFAS 
chemicals later this month in New Hampshire. 

Following a summit in Washington D.C. in May, the EPA has scheduled a two-day event in Exeter, New Hampshire to 
hear from people affected by PFAS chemicals. 

Communities like Merrimack, New Hampshire and Bennington, Vermont have been dealing with water sources 
contaminated with PFOA. It's the same compound that's been found in wells in Hoosick Falls and Petersburgh, New 
York, and part of a larger group of chemicals that remains unregulated at the federal level. 

After traveling to Washington for the national summit in May, Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Deputy Secretary 
Peter Walke told WAMC that people living with contaminated water deserve to be heard. Nobody from Bennington was 
invited to the Washington summit. 

"Those communities who have been living this crisis really need to be heard and have the opportunity to pass on what 
they've learned and what their experiences are," said Walke. 
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The EPA is now asking New England residents interested in attending the listening session on June 25th to sign up 
online. Those interested in speaking can request a 3-minute time slot. Comments will also be accepted online. 

New Hampshire will be the agency's "first stop" as it hears from affected communities. 

Vermont State Senator Brian Campion, a Democrat from Bennington, says he hopes to attend. Democrats in the state 
legislature remain at odds with Republican Governor Phil Scott over a state budget. They currently face a July 1st 
deadline to avoid a shutdown. 

Campion adds that if the governor continues to veto a spending plan, it may be impossible for lawmakers to attend. 

"If that doesn't happen, then I'll suspect you'll see a number of us travel over and I hope members of our local 
community also can go over and share their personal stories with those in attendance," said Campion. 

Construction remains underway in Bennington on clean municipal water line extensions to residents with contaminated 
wells. The state of Vermont has not reached an agreement with company Saint-Gobain on a remediation plan for the 
eastern portion of the affected Bennington area. 

Leaders from several states including New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, and recently Massachusetts, are requesting 
that the EPA set a maximum contaminant level for PEAS compounds and develop guidelines for the pervasive group of 
chemicals. 

In May, former Region 2 EPA Administrator Judith Enck told WAMC she believes that enough information is out there for 
the EPA to set a maximum contaminant level and label PEAS chemicals as hazardous substances. 

"I mean, I'm quite disappointed that the agency is using language like they're going to 'initiate steps to evaluate the 
need for a maximum contaminant level.' I mean, that's been happening at EPA for over 10 years so there's nothing new 
there," said Enck. 

Eor more information on the EPA's upcoming PEAS event in New Hampshire visit: https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas- 
community-engagement-exeter-nh 

Reuters 

https://www.reuters.com/artjde/uk-new-vork-epa/us-judge-orders-epa-to-limjt-poHution-into-new-vork-connecticut- 

idUSK8NlJ92A0 

U.S. Judge Orders EPA to Limit Pollution into New York, Connecticut 

By Jonathan Stempel, 6/14/18 

A federal judge on Wednesday ordered the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take steps to curb ozone pollution 
that blows into New York and Connecticut from five other states. 

The decision by U.S. District Judge John Koeltl in Manhattan is a victory for New York's and Connecticut's attorneys 
general, Barbara Underwood and George Jepsen. 

Their offices sued EPA administrator Scott Pruitt in January, accusing him of ignoring his responsibilities under the 
federal Clean Air Act to reduce pollution. 

Koeltl said the EPA acknowledged having missed an August 2017 deadline to arrange plans to reduce smog from Illinois, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia that travels eastward into New York and Connecticut. 

Those plans had been required under the "Good Neighbor" provision of the Clean Air Act. Koeltl set a December 6 
deadline for compliance. 
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"Given the prior violations of the statutory deadline by the EPA, it is a reasonable exercise of the court's equitable 
powers to require the EPA to do the minimal tasks it has agreed it can do to remedy its past violation of the statute," 
Koeltl wrote. 

An EPA spokeswoman said the agency intends to propose this month, and make final by December, "an action that will 
address any remaining good neighbor obligations related to the 2008 ozone standard for these and other states." 

Ozone is a colorless gas that can be created when pollutants react to sunlight. It has been linked to asthma, bronchitis, 
heart disease and other health problems. 

Underwood's predecessor, Eric Schneiderman, had been a vocal critic of the EPA and the Trump administration prior to 
his resignation last month. 

"As many as two in three New Yorkers are breathing unhealthy levels of smog," Underwood said in a statement. "The 
court's decision is a major win for New Yorkers and our public health, forcing the Trump EPA to follow the law." 

Jepsen, in a separate statement, said he was gratified by the decision, and plans to keep working with New York to hold 
the EPA accountable when it ignores its legal obligations. 

The case is New York et al v Pruitt, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, No. 18-00406. 

Montana Public Radio 

http://mtpr.orR/post/butte-iocais-djve-draft-superfund-deanup-pian 

Butte Locals Dive Into Draft Superfund Cleanup Plan 

By Nora Saks, 6/13/18 

Tuesday night the Environmental Protection Agency organized what it called a "public availability session and workshop" 
in Butte to give locals a different kind of opportunity to learn about the proposed Superfund cleanup that was unveiled 
last month. 

The top floor of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives was buzzing after hours with about 20 folks like Suzanne Stefanac. 
Members of the public who are really interested in Superfund. 

"As a Butte native, I really care about how this all settles out, Stefanac said, "and I think it's great that so many people 
do care in town, and the various entities that are involved are responsive. They put together an event like this - where 
you can actually come in as a regular citizen." 

While 20 community members might not sound like a lot, there were about three times that number of people filling the 
room. That's because EPA, as well as the state Department of Environmental Quality, Atlantic Richfield Company, and 
Butte-Silver Bow County brought several representatives each. Those are the parties responsible for this large chunk of 
Butte's Superfund cleanup called the Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit. 

Stefanac said she didn't come with any specific agenda, she just wanted to catch up on the Superfund news, and 
compare and contrast answers from experts and decision-makers. 

And this was a prime opportunity to do just that, Stefanac met Nikia Greene, the local EPA project manager, face to face 
for the first time. 

This open house style event was a departure from the kinds of big formal public meetings the agency has hosted in 
Butte in recent months to update the public on the progress of the conceptual cleanup plan. 

Instead of a presentation in an auditorium, staff and technical experts were stationed around the room, armed with 
sharpies, blown up maps, diagrams, and ready to field questions. 
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Daniel Hogan is the host of a program called Superfund 101 on KBMF, Butte's community radio station. He said he's 
been to all the other meetings, and he prefers this format. 

"This to me is better than a big Powerpoint presentation," Hogan said. "It's nice that you come here and say, 'if you lived 
next to one of these places, that's my house, what's going to happen to right there?' I really like that." 

Agency representatives were also prepared to dive deep into the details of the proposed plan. 

Daryl Reed, the state project officer with DEQ, talked with local Rayelynn Brandi about the planned cleanup and 
restoration of Blacktail Creek, and what that area will look like when the cleanup is finished. 

Dave Palmer, the Chief Executive of Butte-Silver Bow County said that kind of open exchange was the point of this event, 
to gather community input, and to move past the veil of secrecy that has shrouded Butte's cleanup for more than a 
decade and contributed to a culture of mistrust. 

"I may have not always agreed with the privacy and the secrecy of the meetings," Palmer said, "but people can see by 
looking at all the information that's out there now that there was nothing underhanded, no back door deals being 
made." 

The workshop was also a chance for members of the community to try to get their questions and concerns met head on. 

Mary Kay Craig, with the Restore Our Creek Coalition, wanted to know how the cleanup plan could accommodate the 
Coalition's vision of a free flowing Upper Silver Bow Creek. 

"While [EPA Regional Administrator] Doug Benevento said the design does not preclude a creek, it does not include the 
creek. So how do we include the creek?" Craig asked. 

"We not the remove the tailings coalition- we're the Restore the Creek coalition. And we're trying to get the creek back 
into the design," she said. 

Craig said she could see some obstacles, but was hopeful the agencies and Atlantic Richfield would be open to some 
crowdsourced creative solutions. 

Julia Crain, the special projects planner with the county, noted that the crowd mostly contained a lot of familiar faces, or 
usual suspects. 

She said she hopes to be able to reach more Butte residents with these kinds of non-traditional outreach events in the 
future. And she encouraged the public to come early and often. 

"The more you come and share your position, the more easily we can understand it and can integrate those comments 
and try to be responsive to those ideas in the overall design of projects," Crain said. 

Crain said that all the comments and questions that the public offered at this public availability session were being 
captured, and will be shared with the other responsible parties as they continue to refine the cleanup plan. 

The EPA says they are planning more public education and involvement events this summer, and that there will be a 
formal public comment period. No dates have been set yet. 

Tuisa World 

http vY www.tulsaworld.com/news / usworld / u-s-sen -ii m-jnhof e-uniess-scott-p ruitt-can-chan ge/ artide a4719c51-061b- 
,Scaf-abe9-5f5eadb2d933.ht:m! 

U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe: Unless Scott Pruitt can change management problems, one alternative 'would be for him to 
leave that job' 

By Staff, 6/13/18 
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Longtime Scott Pruitt supporter U.S. Sen. Jim inhofe on Wednesday said on a national talk radio show that Pruitt needs 
to put management problems behind him, otherwise one of the alternatives "would be for him to leave that job." 

Inhofe made the remark during an appearance on the " Laura Ingraham Show " on Wednesday. 

However, the Washin gt on Post re p orted that Inhofe said in a separate interview with the paper that he was not calling 
on Pruitt to resign. 

inhofe told the paper he has requested a face-to-face meeting with Pruitt, the Environmental Protection Agency 
administrator, to discuss the allegations of ethical misconduct dogging him, saying that Pruitt would be "in a very 
awkward position not to answer to me, and to answer me truthfully," if they sat down together. 

Pruitt has been under intense scrutiny since March, when media reports first revealed he had rented a luxury Capitol Hill 
condo tied to a prominent oil and gas lobbyist for just $50 a night. 

Other recently disclosed examples of Pruitt seeking special treatment include his repeated use of first-class air travel, 
luxury hotel suites and directing his security staff to use lights and sirens to speed through Washington traffic to dinner 
reservations. 

Inhofe's comments are among signs that some conservatives may be losing confidence in Pruitt, Oklahoma's former 
attorney general. 

The conservative publication National Review on Wednesday p ublished an e ditoria l titled, "Scott Pruitt Should Go." 

A conservative nonprofit group based in Iowa also launched a 30-second ad calling for Pruitt's resignation, describing 
him as a "swamp monster" who is "embarrassing President Trump," the Washington Post reported. 

Two other prominent GOP critics — Sens. Charles Grassley and Joni Ernst, both of Iowa — have largely focused on his 
approach to ethanol policy. 

On Wednesday, Grassley remarked at a Senate Agriculture Committee hearing, "Pruitt is ill-serving the president," the 
Post reported. 

Washington Post 

htt p s: / /wv/w.washina to npost.com / new s/ ene rgv -environmen l:./wp/ 201 8/ 06/.1 3/s en-inhofe-cril:id^es-scott- p ruitt-wants- 
face-to-face-meeting-with-embattled-epa-chief/?utm terrn-.84dceb03e9c0 

Sen. Inhofe criticizes Scott Pruitt, wants face-to-face meeting with embattled EPA chief 

By Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis, 6/13/18 

Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.) said in an interview Wednesday that he has requested a face-to-face meeting with 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt to discuss the allegations of ethical misconduct dogging 
him, saying that Pruitt would be "in a very awkward position not to answer to me, and to answer me truthfully," if they 
sat down together. 

Speaking earlier in the day to conservative talk radio show host Laura Ingraham, Inhofe said that Pruitt needs to put the 
management problems that have come to mark his tenure behind him, otherwise one of the alternatives would be "for 
him to leave that job." 

In an interview with The Washington Post, however, Inhofe said he was not calling on Pruitt to resign. On Wednesday, 
Ingraham called on the EPA administrator to quit in the wake of a Post report that he had tasked a top aide with 
soliciting job offers for his wife from Republican donors. 
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Inhofe, who is managing a defense authorization bill on the floor of the Senate, said in the interview that he wanted to 
ask Pruitt about his spending and management decisions, which have been extensively covered in the press this year. 
"I'm keeping my powder dry until I talk to him, which would be Monday at the very latest," the senator said. 

An early backer of Pruitt's. Inhofe noted in his interview with Ingraham that EPA Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler, 
who was recently confirmed by the Senate, was fully qualified to carry out President Trump's agenda. 

"I would say this, that there's a guy behind him, Andrew Wheeler, who's really qualified, too, so you know we could, that 
might be a good swap." the senator said, adding that he was sending "a communication" to the agency on Wednesday 
to say that "we've had enough of these things, we need to get down and do the job we're elected to do." 

Inhofe's comments came on a day when other conservatives withdrew support for the EPA chief, who faces a dozen 
federal ethics probes into his spending and management decisions at the agency. 

Ingraham herself tweeted that Pruitt has needed to go because his poor decisions were "hurting" President Trump. 

Separately, the conservative National Review on Wednesday published an editorial entitled, "Scott Pruitt Should Go." 

"We are now at a point where a good week for Pruitt sees only one report of behavior that is bizarre or venal," the piece 
read. "We share most of Pruitt's views about environmental policy. But the same could be said of many other people, 
including Andrew Wheeler, the agency's deputy administrator, who would become acting administrator upon a vacancy 
in the top job. Pruitt is replaceable. And he should be replaced." 

The EPA could not be immediately reached for comment on the matter. 

Inhofe is not the only senator to question the EPA administrator's spending and management practices, though two 
other prominent GOP critics — Sens. Charles E. Grassley and Joni Ernst, both of Iowa — have largely focused on his 
approach to ethanol policy. On Wednesday, Grassley remarked at a Senate Agriculture Committee hearing, "Pruitt is ill- 
serving the president." 

inhofe's remarks came the same week that the American Future Fund, a conservative nonprofit group based in Iowa, 
launched a 30-second ad calling for Pruitt's resignation, describing him as a "swamp monster" who is "embarrassing 
President Trump." 


Axios 

https://www.axjos.com/senator-inhofe-issues-sharp-v'varnjng-to-pruitt-amid-ethics-controversjes-5cad8c58-la0.S-4b,S0- 
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Senator Inhofe Issues Sharp Warning to Scott Pruitt, Seeks Meeting 

By Khorri Atkinson, 6/13/18 

Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.) warned embattled Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt 
Wednesday that he may have to resign citing mounting ethics scandals. 

Speaking on Wednesday in a radio interview with conservative pundit Laura Ingraham, who herself has called for Pruitt 
to step down, Inhofe said the administrator "has really done some things that surprised me." An option for him to fix 
things, Inhofe said, "would be for him to leave that job." 

Show less 

Why it matters: Pruitt has been embroiled in a s lew of ethics controversies surrounding his spending and management 
decisions at the agency. The latest controversy came Wednesday morning, when the Washington Post reported that he 
used agency staff to try to land a job for his wife at an outside political group. 
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During the radio interview, Inhofe said he was going to let Pruitt know about his frustration over his continued behavior 
in office. "I'm sending a communication over today that we've had enough of these things and you need to get down 
and do the job we're elected to do," he said. 

Yes, but: A spokesperson for inhofe told Axios the senator was not calling for Pruitt's resignation, but that he has 
concerns about the reported allegations and wants to hear about them from Pruitt. After the radio interview, 
inhofe s p oke to the Post about Pruitt, and said he's seeking a meeting with the administrator no later than Monday. 

"I'm keeping my powder dry until I talk to him, which would be Monday at the very latest," the senator said. 

Politico 

htt p s: ./ /'subscriber. p olitico p ro.c.om. / ener gv/ artide/2Q18. / 06/could-etha n o l -n ot-e th i cs--be- p ruitts-downfail-624373 

Could Ethanol - Not Ethics - Be Pruitt's Downfall? 

By Eric Wolff, 6/14/18 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's biggest political liability may not be his litany of ethics scandals but his perceived 
hostility toward ethanol — a prized commodity in farm country that the president has vowed to protect. 

The embattled administrator is touring the Midwest this week, where farmers say he is taking money out of their 
pockets by weakening federal rules mandating the use of the biofuels that President Donald Trump has promised to 
support. 

While Pruitt has tried to deflect allegations that he misused his office to travel lavishly and find work for his wife, the 
administrator's tour seems to signal his recognition that he needs to improve his standing with farmers. 

But Republicans on the ground say it may be too late for him to save himself. 

"My personal opinion is farmers are demanding accountability and I think that Mr. Pruitt probably is a dead man 
walking," said Dane Hicks, the GOP chairman in Anderson County, Kan., where Pruitt stopped Tuesday. "I can't imagine 
he rebounds from this in any way to salvage his position. I would expect his resignation soon." 

Pruitt's problems in farm country come on top of the near daily scandals in Washington that have intensified over the 
last two months and are causing conservatives to start abandoning him. On Wednesday, influential radio host Laura 
Ingraham and the editors of the National Review were the latest to call for his ouster, following reports that he sought 
help from conservative donors to get his wife a job. And before the latest revelation, the conservative American Future 
Fund began airing an attack ad in South Dakota and Nebraska — two states Pruitt visited this week — calling for Trump 
to fire him. 

Republican Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds complained that Pruitt action have weakened the biofuels market, undercutting 
Trump's pledge. "Pruitt needs to follow through with what the President promised to lowans, and if he can't, then we 
need to find someone who will," Reynolds said in a statement. 

Ethanol producers have urged Pruitt to follow through on Trump's promise to allow year-round sales of E15 fuels, and 
they have slammed his willingness to exempt dozens of oil refineries from the requirements of the Renewable Fuel 
Standard. Trump is popular in the Midwest, although farmers are worried about the danger to their businesses amid 
Trump's expanding trade war. 

Bill Pracht, CEO of the East Kansas Agri-Energy, an ethanol producer, which Pruitt toured Tuesday, told Pruitt his moves 
resulted in wild swings in the prices of biofuel credits and led the company to stop operating a brand-new biodiesel 
plant. Hicks was not at the meeting, but said attendees told him "it did not go well. It was very tense." 

In South Dakota, where Pruitt stopped Wednesday, corn farmers staged a rally in Sioux Falls featuring several local 
Republican politicians speaking in front of a backdrop of tractors. 
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"Administrator Pruitt not only ignores the wishes of President Trump, he's doing real damage to our industries at a time 
we can least afford it," Republican State House Assistant Majority Leader Kent Peterson told the sign-waving crowd. 

The Republican candidate for the state's lone House seat. Dusty Johnson, called on Pruitt to "do his job" and approve the 
sales of higher ethanol blends. 

"I do think there's growing frustration in the Midwest in the disconnect between President Trump and Administrator 
Pruitt," Johnson told POLITICO after the rally. "Pruitt's inaction in allowing E15 to be purchased, it is frustrating South 
Dakotans who don't understand why that barrier is in place." 

Pruitt on Thursday plans to visit Nebraska, another state where Republicans have criticized him for not doing enough on 
ethanol. EPA has not released details on that trip, but sources tell POLITICO he will meet with Republican Gov. Pete 
Ricketts and the Common Sense Nebraska coalition to discuss the Waters of the United States Rule. 

EPA said the discussions in Kansas and South Dakota were productive. 

"Administrator Pruitt's visit to South Dakota and Kansas consisted of thorough, candid and productive discussions with 
corn and grain sorghum farmers on the Renewable Fuel Standard," EPA spokesman Lincoln Ferguson said in a statement. 
"He has always believed hearing directly from stakeholders is the most effective way to make informed decisions and is 
hopeful those he met with understand that the Trump Administration is committed to standing up for the American 
farmer." 

Pruitt did not visit Iowa, which went for Trump in 2016 after twice backing President Barack Obama, but the leading 
ethanol-producing state is the epicenter of RFS battles. Sen. Chuck Gra ssle v (R-lowa) has been slamming Pruitt for 
undermining Trump's promise to corn farmers. On Wednesday he said Pruitt "ill-served the president" because his broad 
use of exemptions for small refiners had the de facto effect of cutting 1.2 billion gallons out of the mandate. 

"I firmly think that our president needs to do some housekeeping items, and I think Mr. Pruitt needs to be one of those," 
said Annette Sweeney, a member of Trump's agricultural advisory board during the campaign and now a state senator in 
Iowa, which was not among Pruitt's stops. "I think President Trump needs to make sure that Mr. Pruitt understands that 
promises — and I was in an interview with then-candidate Trump, and he promised me he would stand beside biofuels. 
He needs to sit down and have that conversation with Mr. Pruitt." 

NPR 

https: // www.n p r.o rg/ 2018 / 0 6/ 14 / 61238746 4/ re p ort-ex p ected-to-condemn-fbi-violations-in-2016-ciinton-emaji- 

investigation 

Report Expected to Condemn FBI Violations in 2016 Clinton Email Investigation 

By Carrie Johnson, 6/14/18 

A Justice Department watchdog is expected on Thursday to fault former FBI Director James Comey for violating long¬ 
standing department guidelines and mishandling the Hillary Clinton email investigation in 2016. 

The probe by Inspector General Michael E. Horowitz has already prompted reassignments and departures at the highest 
levels of the FBI. Former Deputy Director Andrew McCabe abruptly left the bure au in Januar y, as watchdogs raced to 
finish their report, and later was fired outright . 

McCabe's lawyer later confirmed that p rosecutor s in Washington, D.C., were conside ring a crirninal referral on McCabe, 

who allegedly lied to investigators. 

Horowitz's full report is scheduled to be released on Thursday afternoon. It may also fault former Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch and others. 

For example, two FBI officials, special agent Peter Stzrok and lawyer Lisa Page, were under intense scrutiny after their 
text messages were collected during the inspector general investigation and later released to Congress and the public. 
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Page also has left the FBI. The disclosures about the range of candid political and other opinions that Page traded with 
Stzrok on their official government mobile phones has been an embarrassment for the bureau. 

President Trump and his allies in and outside of government have used the chaos at the FBI to attack the credibility of 
the ongoing investigation into Russian election interference — and whether anyone in his campaign helped. 

S p eaki ng recently to re p orters, Trump suggested the inspector general's findings could be something of a "birthday 
present" for him. (Trump turns 72 on Thursday.) 

The Clinton matter 

The IG report has its origins in the tumultuous days after the 2016 presidential election, when politicians and Justice 
Department veterans of all stripes cried foul at the FBI's public statements about its investigation of Clinton's email 
practices. 

Clinton used a private email server while she served as secretary of state under President Obama. Although she said she 
regretted the practice, Clinton said she never knowingly used it to handle classified information. Republicans alleged 
that she knowingly hazarded important secrets and received sympathetic treatment from Lynch. 

Early last year, following calls from Congress, the DOJ inspector general announced he would review allegations that the 
FBI failed to follow procedures when Comey criticized Clinton in a hastily called news conference on July 5, 2016 . 

"Although we did not find clear evidence that Secretary Clinton or her colleagues intended to violate laws governing the 
handling of classified information, there is evidence that they were extremely careless in their handling of very sensitive, 
highly classified information," Comey told reporters at the time. 

"in this case, given the importance of the matter, I think unusual transparency is in order," he also said. 

Comey eventually appeared before lawmakers to explain his findings, and promised to update them if any new 
information came to light 

The FBI director notified Congress he had reopened the probe October 28, 2016, because of emails that investigators 
had found on the laptop belonging to Anthony Weiner, the then-husband of longtime Clinton confidant and aide Huma 
Abedin. 

And then, just days before the election, Comey went public again, to tell lawmakers he had found no new bombshells 
and would again close the investigation with no charges — on November 6. 

Clinton and her top aides blamed Comey's verbosity for slowing her momentum in the waning days of the campaign and 
turning the election to her opponent, Donald Trump. 

"I was on the way to winning until the combination of Jim Comey's letter on October 28 and Russian WikiLeaks raised 
doubts in the minds of people who were inclined to vote for me but got scared off," she later said . 

Comey, of course, was fired by Trump in May 2017, a move that helped prompt the Justice Department to appoint 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller III to investigation Russian election interference and whether any Americans took part. 

in a book published this year, Comey defended himself as caught in a ".SOQ-year fl ood," and concluded he would 
probably take the same actions that drew so much criticism of himself and the FBI. 

Other matters 

The other subjects under investigation by the inspector general included: 
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• Whether deputy FBI director McCabe should have been recused from participating in the Clinton matter 
because his wife took donations from Clinton's friend Terry McAuliffe in her unsuccessful run for the Virginia 
state legislature. 

• Whether the Justice Department's former top lobbyist improperly shared information with the Clinton campaign 
or should have been recused because of his friendship with campaign chairman John Podesta. 

• Whether any other DOJ or FBI employees disclosed nonpublic information about the email investigation. 

• Whether the FBI release of some Freedom of Information Act documents in late October and early November 
2016 was influenced by improper political considerations. 


Florowitz did establish some limits about what he's expected to conclude in his report. 

"The review will not substitute the OIG's judgment for the Judgments made by the FBI or the Department regarding the 
substantive merits of investigative or prosecutive decisions," the inspector general pledged in January 2017 when he 
launched the probe. 

In other words, if the IG report faults Comey, Lynch or others, it is not expected to second-guess their decisions not to 
press criminal charges against Clinton. 

Florowitz, a former federal prosecutor who worked under both Democrats and Republicans, has drawn bipartisan 
support over his career. But he was the subject of a tweet from President Trump in February that called him " an Obama 

gy.y.-." 


CNBC 
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AT&T Wins: Judge Clears $85 Billion Bid for Time Warner With No Conditions 
By Sara Salinas, 6/12/18 

A federal judge said Tuesday that AT&T 's $85.4 billion purchase of Time Warner is legal, clearing the path for a deal that 
gives the pay-TV provider ownership of cable channels such as FI BO and CNN as well as film studio Warner Bros. 

U.S. District Court Judge Richard Leon did not impose conditions on the merger's approval. Fie also urged the 
government not to seek a stay when issuing his decision in a closed-door room with reporters. 

AT&T General Counsel David McAtee said the company was happy with the result. 

"We are pleased that, after conducting a full and fair trial on the merits, the Court has categorically rejected the 
government's lawsuit to block our merger with Time Warner," McAtee said in a statement. "We look forward to closing 
the merger on or before June 20 so we can begin to give consumers video entertainment that is more affordable, 
mobile, and innovative." 

Shares of Time Warner jumped roughly 5 percent in extended trading. Shares of AT&T dropped as much as 2 percent. 

Assistant Attorney General Makan Delrahim said the Justice Department was disappointed with the decision. 

"We continue to believe that the pay-TV market will be less competitive and less innovative as a result of the proposed 
merger between AT&T and Time Warner. We will closely review the Court's opinion and consider next steps in light of 
our commitment to preserving competition for the benefit of American consumers," Delrahim said in a statement. 

The outcome of the trial could spur a wave of deals in the telecom and media industries, as well as clear the way for 
future vertical mergers, where a company buys its supplier. Comcast has been eyeing a similar merger to combine 
production and distribution in a competing bid for Twenty-First Century Fox and was preparing to announce an offer as 
soon as Wednesday if Leon ruled in favor of AT&T in the trial, people familiar with the matter told CNBC. 
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Comcast shares dipped 4 percent after the AT&T-Time Warner decision. Shares of Fox rose 4 percent. 

The decision comes after a six-week trial. The DOJ sued last year to block the merger, citing concerns that AT&T, owner 
of satellite television provider DirecTV, could charge rival distributors more for Time Warner content, resulting in higher 
prices for consumers. 

AT&T countered that the lo gi c, doesn't hold u p since the point of owning content is to get widespread distribution, which 
brings in affiliate fees and advertising revenue. 

AT&T, also the No. 2 wireless carrier in the U.S., announced in October 2016 that it was buying Time Warner to diversify 
its revenues and also become a media powerhouse that could attract consumers by bundling entertainment with mobile 
service. CEO Randall Stephenson has said the deal would help AT&T compete against tech giants 
like Amazon and Netflix, which are investing more in content. 

There will be no divestment of any assets in the completion of the merger, Daniel Petrocelli, lead trial attorney for AT&T, 
told reporters after the decision. 

in a nearly 200-page decision, Leon said that he ultimately concluded that the government failed to meet its burden to 
establish that the deal was likely to lessen competition substantially. 

TRUMP TWEETS 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [politicoemail(5)politicopro.com] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 6:25:47 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: Pruitt says ambassador invited him to Morocco 


By Emily Elolden 
04/26/2018 02:23 PMEDT 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt told lawmakers his much-scrutinized trip to Morocco where he promoted 
natural gas was prompted by an invitation from the countiy''s ambassador. 

"There was a free trade agreement that is in existence with Morocco and the ambassador of Morocco invited me 
to Morocco to negotiate the environmental chapter on that free trade agreement," Pruitt told Rep. Ben Ray 
Lujan (D-N.M.) at a Elouse Energy and Commerce subcommittee hearing today. 

The agency in a press release disclosing the December trip after the fact described it as dual-purpose: to discuss 
updates to a U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement "and the potential benefit of liquified [sic] natural gas (ENG) 
imports on Morocco's economy." 

Lujan questioned Pruitfs travel spending overall, including his previous practice of always flying first-class, 
which he has said was for security reasons. Pruitt said today that he's made changes to that policy but did not 
specifically commit to always flying coach. 

Lujan asked if Pruitt would reimburse taxpayers for $160,000 in first class, charter and military flights. Pruitt 
did not respond but countered that his international travel "pales in comparison to the previous administrations." 

EPA officials have pointed to Pruitfs predecessors, Gina McCarthy and Lisa Jackson, spending more on 
international trips, although they have compared their longer tenures to less than a year of Pruitt's time as 
administrator. 

To view online '. 

htt ps://www.politicopro.eom/energv/whiteboard/20i8/04/pruitt-savs-ambassador-invited-him-to-morocco- 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


POLITICO Pro Energy [politicoemail@politicopro.com] 

6/14/2018 9:43:38 AM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Morning Energy, presented by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association: Will ethanol tip the balance? — 
Barrasso calls for more funding — Draft offshore bill on tap 


By Kelsey Tamborrino | 06/14/2018 05:41 AM EDT 

With help from Anthony Adragna, Eric Wolff and Daniel Lippman 

WILL ETHANOL TIP THE BALANCE? EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's conservative support is wavering , 
but it could be his handling of biofuels policy that ends up being his downfall. The scandal-plagued 
administrator — who most recently came under fire f or having one of his aides help his wife in her job search 
— will continue his trek across red. Trump-backed states today, with a stop in Nebraska. The administrator's 
tour this week seems to signal his recognition that he needs to improve his standing with farmers. Pro's Eric 
Wolff reports, who are angry over his changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard. 

With stops already in Kansas and Sonth Dakota behind him, Pruitt has faced his fair share of protest from 
corn-state farmers that have nothing to do with the various ethical and fiscal controversies swirling in 
Washington. Instead, farmers say Pruitt is taking money out of their pockets by weakening federal rules 
mandating the use of the biofuels that President Donald Trump promised to support. "Pruitt needs to follow 
through with what the President promised to lowans, and if he can't, then we need to find someone who will," 
GOP Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said in a statement. 

Republicans on the ground say it may be too late for Pruitt to save himself "My personal opinion is farmers 
are demanding accountability and I think that Mr. Pruitt probably is a dead man walking," said Dane Hicks, the 
GOP chairman in Anderson County, Kansas, where Pruitt stopped on Tuesday. "I can't imagine he rebounds 
from this in any way to salvage his position. I would expect his resignation soon." Read more from Eric here . 

WE'LL SEE WHAT HAPPENS TODAY: Pruitt's trip to Nebraska today puts him in another state where 
Republicans have criticized him for not doing enough on ethanol. EPA won't release details on that trip, but 
sources tell POLITICO he will meet with Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts and the Common Sense Nebraska 
Coalition to discuss the Waters of the United States rule. According to John Duff of Sorghum Growers, Pruitt 
told farmers yesterday the new WOTUS rule would go to the White House on Friday. Today's roundtable 
discussion will run from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m,, according to a schedule obtained by ME, 

That's not all: On Friday, Pruitt will attend a picnic with farmers and Ricketts on "impaired water de-listing," 
according to the schedule. And there could be news on the Renewable Volume Obligations front next week, as 
well. When asked why biodiesel isn't promoted more, Pruitt told farmers Wednesday: "Wait until next week. 
You'll be very happy," Duff also tweeted . 

THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN': Back in D.C., Pruitt's staunchest ally on the Hill, GOP Sen. Jim 
Inhofe. called for the Environment and Public Works Committee to bring embattled Pruitt in for a hearing, but 
stressed to reporters that he is not demanding the agency chiefs resignation, Pro's Anthony Adragna reports . 

"If s the committee of jurisdiction," Inhofe said, adding he hopes to personally speak to Pruitt next week. That 
came after remarks Inhofe made Wednesday, where he said the continued revelations about Pruitt were 
troubling. Inhofe's remark follows a groundswell of other prominent conservatives, including pundit Laura 
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Ingraham and senior editors at the National Review, who have called for Pruitt's ouster. More on that here from 
Anthony. 

— National Review editor Rich Lowry penned an op-ed for POLITICO Magazine Wednesday on why 
Republicans should want Pruitt out. Read that here . 

But wait, there's more: Pruitt appeared on the local radio show "What's On Your mind?" Wednesday, where 
he defended himself against the controversies. Listen here . 

WELCOME TO THURSDAY! I 'm your host Kelsey Tamborrino. Exxon Mobil's Jennifer Linker was first to 
identify Rep. Tom Emmer as the Republican who played hockey for the University of Alaska-Fairbanks. For 
today, in honor of tonighf s Congressional Baseball Game: Former Kansas Sen. Jim Bunning played for which 
four MLB teams? Send your tips, energy gossip and comments to ktamborrino@politico.com, or follow us on 
Twitter @kelsevtam , @Morning Energy and (SPOLITICOPro . 

POLITICO will be reporting from inside the World Gas Conference June 25 - June 29. Sign up now for our 
pop-up conference newsletter to receive on-the-ground insights and information every afternoon from 
POLITICO Pro Energy Editor Matt Daily. 

BARRASSO CALLS FOR MORE FUNDING: In light of the numerous probes facing Pruitt, EPW Chairman 
John Barrasso called on the Senate to provide "sufficient" funding for EPA's inspector general. In a letter 
obtained by POLITICO, Barrasso referenced a February letter where IG Arthur Elkins wrote that Trump's 
proposed OIG budget of $46 million would "substantially inhibit the OIG from performing the duties of the 
office." Barrasso did not specify what he considered "sufficient" funding for the office, Anthony reports . But in 
his letter to Lisa Murkowski — who chairs the Appropriations subcommittee responsible for EPA funding — 
Barrasso asked her to note that OIG has not only expanded but initiated new reviews of Pruitt since Elkins' 
initial letter. 

Don't look at me: Elkins told several House Democrats on Wednesday that their questions about Pruitf s legal 
defense fund would be better directed to agency ethics officials. In a letter, Elkins said that some of the 
Democrats' questions "are not actions related to his official government capacity, or about EPA activities or 
funds." The rest are "primarily, if not fully, ethics questions that should be addressed to EPA ethics official or to 
the U.S. Office of Government Ethics." Read more from Pro's Alex Guillen. 

** A message from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association: America's electric cooperatives 
serve 1 in 8 Americans, providing affordable and reliable electricity around the clock. More than 900 electric 
cooperatives serve 56% of the American landscape, including exurban and rural America. Learn more: 
https://bit.lv/2kLKp7Z ** 


PUT THOSE FIREWORKS BACK: Senators on both sides of the aisle suggested today's Interior-EPA 
markup would likely be devoid of controversial amendments targeting Pruitf s ethical lapses. "I think a lot of 
those things will happen on the floor," Brian Schatz told reporters. Full Appropriations Chairman Richard 
Shelby urged lawmakers "be disciplined enough to not put riders on appropriations bills that should be on 
authorizations bill" in committee and on the floor, though he conceded floor amendment fights "could" snarl 
progress on the bills as they have during this week's NDAA debate. If you go: The full committee markup 
begins at 10:30 a.m. in 106 Dirksen. 

Speaking of Appropriations, Shelby told reporters the Energy and Water title was likely to hit the Senate floor 
next week as part of the first minibus out of the station. He cautioned the final call rests with Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell. 
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DRAFT OFFSHORE BILL ON TAP: House Republicans are floating a draft bill that'll be the focus of a 
hearing today, that would allow governors to bypass federal environmental reviews on oil and gas drilling 
projects in their states and would penalize coastal states that prohibit offshore drilling, Pro's Ben Lefebvre 
reports . The House Natural Resources subcommittee on energy and mineral resources is set to discuss the draft 
bill this morning during a legislative hearing. The bill in question would give states complete control of energy 
development on their land, and would also fly in the face of coastal state lawmakers who have protested 
Interior's plan to open all federal waters to oil and gas rigs. 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute's Myron Ebell will join those testifying today at the hearing, where 
he'll highlight his support for the bill, including a provision that would allow the sharing of federal revenues 
from offshore oil and gas production with coastal states. "CEI strongly supports sharing federal offshore 
royalties with the coastal states where production occurs," he is expected to say. "Sharing royalties with coastal 
states means that they will be treated in much the same way as states with oil and gas production on federal 
lands within the state. This seems only fair." 

Ranking member Raul Grijalva , meanwhile, called the draft bill "a ransom note in a cheap disguise," in a 
statement. "Penalizing states for protecting their own beaches is what you'd see in a petro-state, not in a modem 
democracy," he said. And he's not the only one: "ABSOLUTELY ABSURD to penalize states who do not want 
drilling off our shores. Have my colleagues not heard of'States Rights' in deciding their own policies??" GOP 
Rep. Frank LoBiondo tweeted . If you go: The subcommittee hearing begins at 10 a.m. in 1324 Longworth. 

ENDORSED: Rep. John Shimkus , chairman of the Energy and Commerce Environment Subcommittee, had 
nothing but warm words for Tmmp's pick to lead CEQ, Mary Neumayr. "In my dealings with her, she was 
respectful, hard-working, diligent and I think would be a good choice," Shimkus said of the long-time 
committee aide. 

FIRST HEARING ON NYC-BIG OIL SUIT HELD: The first hearing was held Wednesday in New York 
City's lawsuit on the five biggest oil companies' liability for climate change — and according to Courthouse 
News Service, it featured a lesson in modem history. Gibson Dunn attorney Ted Boutrous argued that the case 
would hold his client Chevron "responsible for the way civilization and humankind has developed over the 
ages," citing topics ranging from Pope Francis to the Industrial Revolution. "Rather than downplaying the threat 
of man-made climate change, Boutrous argued that the challenge belonged to a different branch of 
government," the news service writes. The city's attorney, Matthew Pawa, meanwhile described it as a common 
public-nuisance case targeting companies that misled the public about the danger of their product. The judge 
ended the hearing without issuing a ruling. Read the recap here . 

GAO STUDYING SOCIAL COST OF CARBON: The Government Accountability Office accepted a 
request to study the social cost of carbon, a spokesman confirmed to ME. There is no timeline just yet for 
releasing the study, which is now underway. But Democratic Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, who announced the 
study Wednesday, said it would include an analysis of the Tmmp administration's decision to reduce the value 
of the social cost of carbon in the government's decisions. In March 2017, Tmmp issued an executive order 
disbanding the Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Greenhouse Gases and withdrew the guidance it 
had issued. 

MANUFACTURERS CALL FOR KIGALI IN SENATE: More than 30 heating, ventilation, air conditioning 
and refrigeration CEOs — including from Honeywell, Lennox and Dow Chemical — will urge the president 
today to send the Kigali amendment to the Senate. "This is a critical issue for American jobs and the economy," 
they write in a letter. "Studies show that ratification of the Kigali amendment will increase U.S. manufacturing 
jobs by 33,000, increase exports by $5 billion, and improve the overall balance of trade for these products." 
Earlier this week , 13 Republican senators also called on the president to send the amendment to the Montreal 
Protocol to the Senate. Read today's letter here. 
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MAIL CALL! House Natural Resources Chairman R o b Bishop and Oversight Chairman Bruce Westerman 
sent a letter to Defense Secretary Jim Mattis on Wednesday, seeking more information on foreign entities using 
U.S.-based 501(c) organizations as proxies in environmental litigation. The pair previously sent a letter to the 
Natural Resources Defense Council on the group's ties to China and advocacy efforts in the U.S. Read it here . 

— More than 500 scholars signed onto a letter to Secretary Ryan Zinke expressing concern that drilling in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would result in severe biological, cultural and climate impacts on the Arctic 
and the world. Read it here . 

— A bipartisan group of eight California lawmakers wrote to Pruitt this week urging him to process biomass 
power applications to produce Renewable Identification Numbers in the RFS. They write that the electricity 
supplied by biomass should be treated the same as fuels made from corn or other organic matter. Read it here . 

REPORT: TRUMP AIMS TO SLASH CLIlVIATE DATA: The left-leaning Center for American Progress is 
out with a report today that found the president's budget requests would have slashed federal climate and energy 
data and research programs by up to 16.8 percent. The report will be the topic of an event today with former 
Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz. Read it here . 

AD-ING IT UP: EDF Action is launching new ads this week against House Appropriations members David 
Valadao , Kevin Yoder and Scott W. Taylor , who they say voted in lockstep with Trump and his proposed cuts 
to EPA. EDF Action is putting $50,000 into the first phase of the ad campaign, but will release more ads as 
votes are held. Watch the ads here , here and here . 

IT'S ELECTRIFYING: The electrification of buildings, ground transportation and portions of U.S. industry 
could cut total emissions by more than 70 percent, a new report from the Rocky Mountain Institute finds. The 
report found if s not enough to convert the grid to emit zero carbon in order to achieve decarbonization goals in 
many cities across the U.S., as doing so would only cut emissions by 30 percent. Read the report here. 

LOOKING AT SOLAR INCENTIVES: Industry-backed Consumer Energy Alliance will release an update 
today to its 2016 report, " Incentivizing Solar Energy: An In-Depth Analysis of U.S. Solar Incentives. " 
providing a review of solar incentives across the nation. The new report analyzes the cost of a typical solar 
facility in 25 states and details the federal, state and local incentives available for rooftop solar photovoltaic. 
Read it here. 


MOVER, SHAKER: Bob Haus is leaving the Energy Department on July 6, where he has served as director of 
public affairs. He's moving back to Des Moines, Iowa, to work on state and intergovernmental relations at 
Corteva, the new agrisciences division of Dow DuPont. 

QUICK HITS 

— U.S. shale firms miss out on $70 oil after hedging at $55, Reuters . 

— Firm slams "offensive" DOJ claims in Clean Water Act suits, E&E News . 

— Antarctica is thawing faster, tripling its effect on rising seas, Bloomberg BNA . 

— Trump wants to bail out coal and nuclear power. Here's why that will be hard, The New York Times . 

— Undersecretary Paul Dabbar paints broad vision for Department of Energy science. Science . 

— Volkswagen to pay Vermont $6.5 million in emissions lawsuit, Associated Press . 
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HAPPENING TODAY 


8:30 a.m. — The National Academy of Sciences workshop on "The Feasibility of Addressing Environmental 
and Occupational Health Exposure Questions Using Department of Defense Biorepositories," 2101 Constitution 
Avenue NW 

10:00 a.m. — House Energy and Commerce hearing on "The Chemical Facilities Anti-Terrorism Standards 
Program (CFATS) — A Progress Report," 2123 Rayburn 

10:00 a.m. — House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources Subcommittee hearing on the "State 
Management of Federal Lands and Waters Act," 1324 Longworth 

10:30 a.m. — Senate Appropriations Committee markup of Interior-Environment fiscal 2019 appropriations 
bill, 106 Dirksen 

1:00 p.m. — The Center for American Progress discussion on "Silencing Science: Risks Posed to Climate and 
Energy Data from Political Interference," 1333 H Street NW 

3:00 p.m. — The Woodrow Wilson Center discussion on "Building Resilience Through Integrated Regional 
Programming," 1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

THAT'S ALL FOR ME! 

** A message from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association: America's electric cooperatives 
power 42 million members and empower their communities. Co-ops also play a vital role in transforming the 
electric sector. Advanced communications and automation technology enable electric co-ops to improve the 
resiliency and efficiency of their systems as they add renewable resources and build a network of microgrids. 
Learn more: https://bit.lv/2kLKp7Z ** 

To view online '. 
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Stories from POLITICO Pro 

Pruitt's conservative support cracks Back 

By Anthony Adragna | 06/13/2018 12:42 PM EDT 

Scott Pruitt drew fire Wednesday from conservative pundit Laura Ingraham, who urged President Donald 
Trump to dump the scandal-scarred EPA administrator — the latest sign that his support among Republicans is 
crumbling. 


Ingraham, the popular radio and Fox News host, is the highest-profile conservative so far to call for Trump to 
fire Pruitt, who is widely disliked inside the White House after a string of ethical and spending controversies. 

"PRUITT BAD JUDGMENT HURTING @POTUS, GOTTA GO," Ingraham tweeted, while linking to a 
Washington Post report that Pruitt had pressed his staff to ask GOP donors to help find a job for his wife, 
Marlyn, who later secured a job at a conservative legal group. 

The conserv'ative National Review piled on later Wednesday, calling for Pruitt to be replaced . 
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"This is no way for any public official to treat taxpayers. It also makes it practically impossible for Pruitt to 
make the case for the Trump administration's environmental policies — a case that we continue to believe 
deserves to be made," the magazine's senior editors wrote. "It does not help that Pruitt's conduct has left him 
nearly alone at the agency. Many of his top aides have fled and paranoia seems to consume those who remain." 

So far, Trump has stuck with Pruitt, praising him for rolling back Obama administration environmental rules 
that conservatives had complained were strangling industry. The New York Times has re ported recently that 
Trump speaks with Pruitt frequently about his displeasure with Attorney General Jeff Sessions. But last week 
Trump did acknowledge the series of scandals, telling reporters that "I'm not saying that he's blameless, but 
we'll see what happens." 

Ingraham is one of the 46 people whom the president follows on Twitter, and she was considered for the role of 
Trump's press secretary in 2016. She dined at Trump's hotel Tuesday evening with Donald Trump Jr. and 
conservative activists Charlie Kirk and Andy Surabian — both of whom publicly defended Pruitt in early April. 

On her radio show Wednesday, she said Pruitt's scandals were damaging the president and reflected the EPA 
chiefs repeated "judgment lapses." 

"He's hurting the president because he has badjudgment after bad judgment after bad judgment," she said. "It 
just doesn't look good. If you want to drain the swamp, you got to have people in it who forgo personal 
benefits." 

Pruitt, who is facing a dozen congressional and EPA investigations into his spending on security and first-class 
travel, a sweetheart condo rental from a lobbyist, his use of aides to handle his personal business and 
unauthorized raises for close aides, is also seeing his star fade in Congress, where some of his most stalwart 
backers now express doubts about his behavior. 

On Ingraham's radio show, Pruitt ally Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) agreed that the continued revelations were 
troubling, and he said he would send a "communication" to EPA on Wednesday warning the embattled chief to 
cut it out. And he suggested that EPA Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former Inhofe aide, was well- 
qualified to run the agency, and could step in for Pruitt. 

Inhofe later stressed that he was not calling for Pruitt's ouster, but he called for the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee to bring Pruitt in for a hearing. 

Other Republican lawmakers appeared irritated by the latest Pruitt scandal, including Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who said the EPA's chiefs request for aides to 
find a job for his wife with political donors was not appropriate. "Is there more to the story? I don't know. 
Should we find out? Yeah," she said. 

Iowa Republican Sen. Joni Ernst, who has accused Pruitt of being as "swampy as you get" in his biofuels 
policies, criticized him Wednesday as "a bad actor in so many different areas." 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Ernst have been among Pruitf s harshest critics on the Hill because of efforts 
to ease EPA-managed corn ethanol mandates that provide a lifeline to many Iowa farmers. Those moves have 
also galvanized some farm interests, such as the Iowa-based American Future Fund, which is airing an ad in 
Nebraska and South Dakota blasting Pruitf s ethical problems. "Scott Pruitt is a swamp monster," the 30-second 
spot says. "Mr. President, you know what to do," it continues, before playing a clip of Trump from his former 
"The Apprentice" reality show declaring, "You're fired." 
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Democratic lawmakers have for weeks blasted Pruitt, calling the work done by his staff for his personal benefit 
an illegal act. Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.), who has asked the FBI to investigate Pruitt, said Wednesday's report 
was perhaps the most egregious violation yet. 

"Pruitf s actions here were certainly illegal, and astonishingly corrupt even for him," Beyer tweeted . 

Still, some Pruitt allies in Congress said they were sticking by him and blamed his political opponents for the 
scandals. 

"He needs to learn to be more careful. I know him to be an ethical and honorable person," Rep. Tom Cole (R- 
Okla.) said. "Up here, you've got to be a little bit like Caesar's wife: just above suspicion. You have a lot of 
people that are going to be critical of him not because of who he is or what he does, but because of his policy 
agenda." 

The Post reported Wednesday that Pruitt had asked his policy adviser Samantha Dravis to help his wife find a 
job. Pruitt first sought help from one prominent GOP donor, Doug Deason, who said he could not hire her 
because of a conflict of interest given his business before EPA. 

Deason also helped Pruitt pick new members for EPA's Science Advisory' Board last year, POLITICO reported 
last week. 

But Leonard Leo, executive vice president of the conservative Federalist Society, eventually helped her secure a 
temporary contractor job with the conservative Judicial Crisis Network, the Post reported. Leo also helped 
arrange Pruitt's visit to Italy last year, and even initially paid for an expensive Rome meal, though Pruitt 
eventually reimbursed him. 

A JCN spokesperson said that Marlyn Pruitt worked as a temporary independent contractor who helped 
organize the setup of new offices. JCN said she worked for them from fall 2017 to spring 2018, although the 
number of hours and her total pay for that time is unknown. 

Dravis, who is due to speak to House Oversight investigators later this month, has since departed EPA and 
declined to comment. 

The news follows other recent reports that Pruitt used his position to seek out a possible Chick-fil-A franchise 
for his wife and got her a temporary job helping organize a conference for the nonprofit group Concordia. 

Alex Guillen contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 
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Pruitt's conservative support cracks Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/13/2018 12:42 PM EDT 

Scott Pruitt drew fire Wednesday from conservative pundit Laura Ingraham, who urged President Donald 
Trump to dump the scandal-scarred EPA administrator — the latest sign that his support among Republicans is 
crumbling. 
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Ingraham, the popular radio and Fox News host, is the highest-profile conservative so far to call for Trump to 
fire Pruitt, who is widely disliked inside the White House after a string of ethical and spending controversies. 

"PRUITT BAD JUDGMENT HURTING @POTUS, GOTTA GO," Ingraham tweeted, while linking to a 
Washington Post report that Pruitt had pressed his staff to ask GOP donors to help find a job for his wife, 
Marlyn, who later secured a job at a conservative legal group. 

The conservative National Review piled on later Wednesday, calling for Pruitt to be re placed . 

"This is no way for any public official to treat taxpayers. It also makes it practically impossible for Pruitt to 
make the case for the Trump administration's environmental policies — a case that we continue to believe 
deserves to be made," the magazine's senior editors wrote. "It does not help that Pruitf s conduct has left him 
nearly alone at the agency. Many of his top aides have fled and paranoia seems to consume those who remain." 

So far. Trump has stuck with Pruitt, praising him for rolling back Obama administration environmental rules 
that conservatives had complained were strangling industry. The New York Times has re ported recently that 
Trump speaks with Pruitt frequently about his displeasure with Attorney General Jeff Sessions. But last week 
Trump did acknowledge the series of scandals, telling reporters that "I'm not saying that he's blameless, but 
we'll see what happens." 

Ingraham is one of the 46 people whom the president follows on Twitter, and she was considered for the role of 
Trump's press secretary in 2016. She dined at Trump's hotel Tuesday evening with Donald Trump Jr. and 
conservative activists Charlie Kirk and Andy Surabian — both of whom publicly defended Pruitt in early April. 

On her radio show Wednesday, she said Pruitt's scandals were damaging the president and reflected the EPA 
chiefs repeated "judgment lapses." 

"He's hurting the president because he has bad judgment after bad judgment after bad judgment," she said. "It 
just doesn't look good. If you want to drain the swamp, you got to have people in it who forgo personal 
benefits." 

Pruitt, who is facing a dozen congressional and EPA investigations into his spending on security and first-class 
travel, a sweetheart condo rental from a lobbyist, his use of aides to handle his personal business and 
unauthorized raises for close aides, is also seeing his star fade in Congress, where some of his most stalwart 
backers now express doubts about his behavior. 

On Ingraham's radio show, Pruitt ally Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) agreed that the continued revelations were 
troubling, and he said he would send a "communication" to EPA on Wednesday warning the embattled chief to 
cut it out. And he suggested that EPA Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former Inhofe aide, was well- 
qualified to run the agency, and could step in for Pruitt. 

Inhofe later stressed that he was not calling for Pruitf s ouster, but he called for the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee to bring Pruitt in for a hearing. 

Other Republican lawmakers appeared irritated by the latest Pruitt scandal, including Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who said the EPA's chiefs request for aides to 
find a job for his wife with political donors was not appropriate. "Is there more to the story? I don't know. 
Should we find out? Yeah," she said. 

Iowa Republican Sen. Joni Ernst, who has accused Pruitt of being as "swampy as you get" in his biofuels 
policies, criticized him Wednesday as "a bad actor in so many different areas." 
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Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Ernst have been among Pruitt's harshest critics on the Hill because of efforts 
to ease EPA-managed corn ethanol mandates that provide a lifeline to many Iowa farmers. Those moves have 
also galvanized some farm interests, such as the lowa-based American Future Fund, which is airing an ad in 
Nebraska and South Dakota blasting Pruitf s ethical problems. "Scott Pruitt is a swamp monster," the 30-second 
spot says. "Mr. President, you know what to do," it continues, before playing a clip of Trump from his former 
"The Apprentice" reality show declaring, "You're fired." 

Democratic lawmakers have for weeks blasted Pruitt, calling the work done by his staff for his personal benefit 
an illegal act. Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.), who has asked the FBI to investigate Pruitt, said Wednesday's report 
was perhaps the most egregious violation yet. 

"Pruitf s actions here were certainly illegal, and astonishingly corrupt even for him," Beyer tweeted . 

Still, some Pruitt allies in Congress said they were sticking by him and blamed his political opponents for the 
scandals. 

"He needs to learn to be more careful. 1 know him to be an ethical and honorable person," Rep. Tom Cole (R- 
Okla.) said. "Up here, you've got to be a little bit like Caesar's wife: just above suspicion. You have a lot of 
people that are going to be critical of him not because of who he is or what he does, but because of his policy 
agenda." 

The Post reported Wednesday that Pruitt had asked his policy adviser Samantha Dravis to help his wife find a 
job. Pruitt first sought help from one prominent GOP donor, Doug Deason, who said he could not hire her 
because of a conflict of interest given his business before EPA. 

Deason also helped Pruitt pick new members for EPA's Science Advisory Board last year, POLITICO reported 
last week. 

But Leonard Leo, executive vice president of the conservative Federalist Society, eventually helped her secure a 
temporary contractor job with the conservative Judicial Crisis Network, the Post reported. Leo also helped 
arrange Pruitf s visit to Italy last year, and even initially paid for an expensive Rome meal, though Pruitt 
eventually reimbursed him. 

A JCN spokesperson said that Marlyn Pruitt worked as a temporary independent contractor who helped 
organize the setup of new offices. JCN said she worked for them from fall 2017 to spring 2018, although the 
number of hours and her total pay for that time is unknown. 

Dravis, who is due to speak to House Oversight investigators later this month, has since departed EPA and 
declined to comment. 

The news follows other recent reports that Pruitt used his position to seek out a possible Chick-fil-A franchise 
for his wife and got her a temporary job helping organize a conference for the nonprofit group Concordia. 

Alex Guillen contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 
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Could ethanol — not ethics — be Pruitt's downfall? Back 


By Eric Wolff | 06/14/2018 05;01 AM EDT 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitf s biggest political liability may not be his litany of ethics scandals but his 
perceived hostility toward ethanol — a prized commodity in farm country that the president has vowed to 
protect. 

The embattled administrator is touring the Midwest this week, where farmers say he is taking money out of 
their pockets by weakening federal rules mandating the use of the biofuels that President Donald Trump has 
promised to support. 

While Pruitt has tried to deflect allegations that he misused his office to travel lavishly and find work for his 
wife, the administrator's tour seems to signal his recognition that he needs to improve his standing with farmers. 

But Republicans on the ground say it may be too late for him to save himself 

"My personal opinion is farmers are demanding accountability and I think that Mr. Pruitt probably is a dead 
man walking," said Dane Hicks, the GOP chairman in Anderson County, Kan., where Pruitt stopped Tuesday. 

"I can't imagine he rebounds from this in any way to salvage his position. I would expect his resignation soon." 

Pruitt's problems in farm country come on top of the near daily scandals in Washington that have intensified 
over the last two months and are causing conservatives to start abandoning him. On Wednesday, influential 
radio host Laura Ingraham and the editors of the National Review were the latest to call for his ouster , following 
reports that he sought help from conservative donors to get his wife a job. And before the latest revelation, the 
conservative American Future Fund began airing an attack ad in South Dakota and Nebraska — two states 
Pruitt visited this week — calling for Trump to fire him. 

Republican Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds complained that Pruitt action have weakened the biofuels market, 
undercutting Trump's pledge. "Pruitt needs to follow through with what the President promised to lowans, and 
if he can't, then we need to find someone who will," Reynolds said in a statement. 

Ethanol producers have urged Pruitt to follow through on Trump's promise to allow year-round sales of El 5 
fuels, and they have slammed his willingness to exempt dozens of oil refineries from the requirements of the 
Renewable Fuel Standard. Trump is popular in the Midwest, although farmers are worried about the danger to 
their businesses amid Trump's expanding trade war. 

Bill Pracht, CEO of the East Kansas Agri-Energy, an ethanol producer, which Pruitt toured Tuesday, told Pruitt 
his moves resulted in wild swings in the prices of biofuel credits and led the company to stop operating a brand- 
new biodiesel plant. Hicks was not at the meeting, but said attendees told him "it did not go well. It was very 
tense." 

In South Dakota, where Pruitt stopped Wednesday, com farmers staged a rally in Sioux Falls featuring several 
local Republican politicians speaking in front of a backdrop of tractors. 

"Administrator Pruitt not only ignores the wishes of President Tmmp, he's doing real damage to our industries 
at a time we can least afford it," Republican State House Assistant Majority Leader Kent Peterson told the sign- 
waving crowd. 

The Republican candidate for the state's lone House seat. Dusty Johnson, called on Pmitt to "do his job" and 
approve the sales of higher ethanol blends. 
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"I do think there's growing frustration in the Midwest in the disconnect between President Trump and 
Administrator Pruitt," Johnson told POLITICO after the rally. "Pruitfs inaction in allowing El 5 to be 
purchased, it is frustrating South Dakotans who don't understand why that barrier is in place." 

Pruitt on Thursday plans to visit Nebraska, another state where Republicans have criticized him for not doing 
enough on ethanol. EPA has not released details on that trip, but sources tell POLITICO he will meet with 
Republican Gov. Pete Ricketts and the Common Sense Nebraska coalition to discuss the Waters of the United 
States Rule. 

EPA said the discussions in Kansas and South Dakota were productive. 

"Administrator Pruitt's visit to South Dakota and Kansas consisted of thorough, candid and productive 
discussions with corn and grain sorghum farmers on the Renewable Fuel Standard," EPA spokesman Lincoln 
Ferguson said in a statement. "He has always believed hearing directly from stakeholders is the most effective 
way to make informed decisions and is hopeful those he met with understand that the Trump Administration is 
committed to standing up for the American farmer." 

Pruitt did not visit Iowa, which went for Trump in 2016 after twice backing President Barack Obama, but the 
leading ethanol-producing state is the epicenter of RFS battles. Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) has been 
slamming Pruitt for undermining Trump's promise to com farmers. On Wednesday he said Pmitt "ill-serv'ed the 
president" because his broad use of exemptions for small refiners had the de facto effect of cutting 1.2 billion 
gallons out of the mandate. 

"I firmly think that our president needs to do some housekeeping items, and I think Mr. Pmitt needs to be one of 
those," said Annette Sweeney, a member of Tmmp's agricultural advisory board during the campaign and now a 
state senator in Iowa, which was not among Pmitf s stops. "I think President Tmmp needs to make sure that Mr. 
Pmitt understands that promises — and I was in an interview with then-candidate Trump, and he promised me 
he would stand beside biofuels. He needs to sit down and have that conversation with Mr. Pmitt." 

To view online click here. 
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Inhofe calls for EPW hearing on Pruitt allegations Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/13/2018 05:17 PM EDT 

Sen. Jim hihofe today called for the Environment and Public Works Committee to bring embattled EPA chief 
Scott Pruitt in for a hearing, but he stressed to reporters that he is not demanding the agency chiefs resignation. 

"If s the committee of jurisdiction," Inhofe (R-Okla.) said, adding he hopes to personally speak to Pmitt next 
week. 

EPW Chairman John Baixasso (R-Wyo.) has so far declined to call Pmitt before the panel to discuss the 
scandals, citing the ongoing White House review of Pmitt's conduct and the fact that he testified in front of the 
committee in January. A spokesman did not immediately respond to request for comment. 

Inhofe said Pmitf s having an aide ask Republican donors get his wife a job, as The Washington Post reported , 
is "not appropriate," though he said he wanted to discuss the matter with the EPA chief 
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Pruitt's conservative support cracks Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/13/2018 12:42 PM EDI 

Scott Pruitt drew fire Wednesday from conservative pundit Laura Ingraham, who urged President Donald 
Trump to dump the scandal-scarred EPA administrator — the latest sign that his support among Republicans is 
crumbling. 

Ingraham, the popular radio and Fox News host, is the highest-profile conservative so far to call for Trump to 
fire Pruitt, who is widely disliked inside the White House after a string of ethical and spending controversies. 

"PRUITT BAD JUDGMENT HURTING @POTUS, GOTTA GO," Ingraham tweeted, while linking to a 
Washington Post report that Pruitt had pressed his staff to ask GOP donors to help find a job for his wife, 
Marlyn, who later secured a job at a conservative legal group. 

The conservative National Review piled on later Wednesday, calling for Pruitt to be re placed . 

"This is no way for any public official to treat taxpayers. It also makes it practically impossible for Pruitt to 
make the case for the Trump administration's environmental policies — a case that we continue to believe 
deserves to be made," the magazine's senior editors wrote. "It does not help that Pruitt's conduct has left him 
nearly alone at the agency. Many of his top aides have fled and paranoia seems to consume those who remain." 

So far. Trump has stuck with Pruitt, praising him for rolling back Obama administration environmental rules 
that conserv'atives had complained were strangling industry. The New York Times has reported recently that 
Trump speaks with Pruitt frequently about his displeasure with Attorney General Jeff Sessions. But last week 
Trump did acknowledge the series of scandals, telling reporters that "I'm not saying that he's blameless, but 
we'll see what happens." 

Ingraham is one of the 46 people whom the president follows on Twitter, and she was considered for the role of 
Trump's press secretary in 2016. She dined at Trump's hotel Tuesday evening with Donald Trump Jr. and 
conservative activists Charlie Kirk and Andy Surabian — both of whom publicly defended Pruitt in early April. 

On her radio show Wednesday, she said Pruitt's scandals were damaging the president and reflected the EPA 
chiefs repeated "judgment lapses." 

"He's hurting the president because he has bad judgment after bad judgment after bad judgment," she said. "It 
just doesn't look good. If you want to drain the swamp, you got to have people in it who forgo personal 
benefits." 

Pruitt, who is facing a dozen congressional and EPA investigations into his spending on security and first-class 
travel, a sweetheart condo rental from a lobbyist, his use of aides to handle his personal business and 
unauthorized raises for close aides, is also seeing his star fade in Congress, where some of his most stalwart 
backers now express doubts about his behavior. 
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On Ingraham's radio show, Pruitt ally Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) agreed that the continued revelations were 
troubling, and he said he would send a "communication" to EPA on Wednesday warning the embattled chief to 
cut it out. And he suggested that EPA Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former Inhofe aide, was well- 
qualified to run the agency, and could step in for Pruitt. 

Inhofe later stressed that he was not calling for Pruitt's ouster, but he called for the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee to bring Pruitt in for a hearing. 

Other Republican lawmakers appeared irritated by the latest Pruitt scandal, including Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who said the EPA's chiefs request for aides to 
find a job for his wife with political donors was not appropriate. "Is there more to the story? I don't know. 

Should we find out? Yeah," she said. 

Iowa Republican Sen. Joni Ernst, who has accused Pruitt of being as "swampy as you get" in his biofuels 
policies, criticized him Wednesday as "a bad actor in so many different areas." 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Ernst have been among Pruitf s harshest critics on the Hill because of efforts 
to ease EPA-managed com ethanol mandates that provide a lifeline to many Iowa farmers. Those moves have 
also galvanized some farm interests, such as the Iowa-based American Future Fund, which is airing an ad in 
Nebraska and South Dakota blasting Pmitf s ethical problems. "Scott Pmitt is a swamp monster," the 30-second 
spot says. "Mr. President, you know what to do," it continues, before playing a clip of Tmmp from his former 
"The Apprentice" reality show declaring, "You're fired." 

Democratic lawmakers have for weeks blasted Pmitt, calling the work done by his staff for his personal benefit 
an illegal act. Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.), who has asked the FBI to investigate Pmitt, said Wednesday's report 
was perhaps the most egregious violation yet. 

"Pmitf s actions here were certainly illegal, and astonishingly cormpt even for him," Beyer tweeted . 

Still, some Pmitt allies in Congress said they were sticking by him and blamed his political opponents for the 
scandals. 

"He needs to learn to be more careful. I know him to be an ethical and honorable person," Rep. Tom Cole (R- 
Okla.) said. "Up here, you've got to be a little bit like Caesar's wife: just above suspicion. You have a lot of 
people that are going to be critical of him not because of who he is or what he does, but because of his policy 
agenda." 

The Post reported Wednesday that Pmitt had asked his policy adviser Samantha Dravis to help his wife find a 
job. Pruitt first sought help from one prominent GOP donor, Doug Deason, who said he could not hire her 
because of a conflict of interest given his business before EPA. 

Deason also helped Pmitt pick new members for EPA's Science Advisory' Board last year, POLITICO reported 
last week. 

But Leonard Leo, executive vice president of the conservative Federalist Society, eventually helped her secure a 
temporary contractor job with the conserv'ative Judicial Crisis Network, the Post reported. Leo also helped 
arrange Pmitf s visit to Italy last year, and even initially paid for an expensive Rome meal, though Pruitt 
eventually reimbursed him. 

A JCN spokesperson said that Marlyn Pmitt worked as a temporary independent contractor who helped 
organize the setup of new offices. JCN said she worked for them from fall 2017 to spring 2018, although the 
number of hours and her total pay for that time is unknown. 
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Dravis, who is due to speak to House Oversight investigators later this month, has since departed EPA and 
declined to comment. 

The news follows other recent reports that Pruitt used his position to seek out a possible Chick-fil-A franchise 
for his wife and got her a temporary job helping organize a conference for the nonprofit group Concordia. 

Alex Guillen contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 


Back 


Why Republicans Should Want Scott Pruitt Out Back 
By Rich Lowry | 06/13/2018 08:15 PM EDT 

If s time to test the proposition whether if s possible to roll back the Obama regulatory agenda without using 
government employees as glorified personal assistants. 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt long ago acquired the moniker "scandal-plagued" 
in the press. None of his offenses are criminally corrupt — no one has found cash stuffed in his freezer. 

But the corner-cutting and grubbiness are unworthy of a high-level government official, who should be ever 
mindful that the money and people at his command aren't truly his. Public service should mean that you serve 
the public, not that publicly funded resources and personnel serve you. 

It was possible to look beyond the initial bout of Pruitt stories. Sure, he had a sweet $50-a-night condo deal 
from the wife of an energy lobbyist, but maybe he was simply using a convenient arrangement as he first settled 
into Washington? 

Yes, there was the security detail more extensive and expensive than prior EPA administrators, but isn't Pruitt 
much more hated than his predecessors? 

OK, he may have reportedly wanted to use the flashing lights of his motorcade to get to Le Diplomate faster, 
but who among us wouldn't be tempted, if we could, to run traffic lights on the way to our favorite brasserie? 

But as the stories continued to pile up, week after week, often astonishingly petty and memorable, it became 
impossible to conclude that Pruitt wasn't behaving selfishly and indefensibly. 

It pains me to say this as someone who was a fan of Pruitfs when he was Oklahoma attorney general, who 
supports his work as EPA administrator, and who waived off the initial stories — I thought he could get beyond 
them with an apology and a pledge to straighten up and fly right (i.e., coach). 

Pruitt seems to represent a fairly common phenomenon: A talented, ambitious person works in government for 
a long time, makes relatively little money, especially compared with the donors and lobbyists who want his ear, 
and tries to boost his lifestyle by exploiting every possible perk and angle he can find. 

So, Pruitt took a not-strictly-necessary trip to Morocco, often flew first class, got his security detail to pick up 
his dry cleaning, and used an aide to hunt for an apartment for him and (oddly) to try to obtain an old mattress 
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from the Trump International Hotel, among other tasks that aren't strictly — or even loosely — related to the 
EPA's mission or any other governmental purpose. 

The latest is that Pruitt also used staff to help in his wide-ranging campaign to find work for his wife, and 
reached out to the CEO of Chick-fil-A about her getting a franchise. Reportedly, Pruitt wanted more income so 
the couple could maintain residences in Oklahoma and Washington. The fiscal strain is real, no doubt, but more 
lucrative work is wide open to Pruitt, although without the same fame and influence. 

Pruitf s defenders say the left is desperate, given his deregulatory successes, to take him out. True enough. Any 
ideologically conservative Trump EPA administrator is going to have a target on his or her back, which is all 
the more reason to be purer than Caesar's wife rather than giving the opposition an unremitting diet of 
embarrassing revelations. 

Every indication is that Pruitf s questionable practices have created a poisonous internal atmosphere at his EPA, 
as his aides have been riven by disputes over his travel and spending, and many have departed. None of this is 
necessary to deregulation; indeed, it detracts from doing the work and, especially, from making the public case. 

If Pruitt is a hero of the Trump agenda, he's not the only one capable of carrying it out. As Charles de Gaulle 
supposedly said, the graveyards are full of indispensable men — especially if they've become political liabilities 
and have Senate-confirmed deputies to pick up the same policy priorities with fewer distractions and, 
presumably, a more cohesive team. 

The Natural Resources Defense Council headlined its piece on Pruitf s deputy administrator: "Who is Andrew 
Wheeler? (And Why You Should Be Afraid of Him)." The NRDC calls the former energy lobbyist and Sen. Jim 
Inhofe aide "Scott Pruitfs ideological twin." 

He should take up Pruitf s baton, and forswear his controversies. 

To view online click here. 


Back 


Barrasso calls for 'sufficient' funding for EPA watchdog Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/13/2018 06:56 PM EDT 

Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso is demanding the Senate provide "sufficient" 
funding for EPA's inspector general to handle the numerous probes into Administrator Scott Pruitf s ethical and 
spending scandals. 

In a letter obtained today by POLITICO, Barrasso (R-Wyo.) referenced a February letter where Inspector 
General Arthur Elkins wrote that President Donald Trump's proposed OIG budget of $46 million would 
"substantially inhibit the OIG from performing the duties of the office." He requested funding for his office of 
$62 million. 

"Please note that since Mr. Elkins' letter, the OIG has not only expanded a number of ongoing reviews, but has 
also initiated additional reviews concerning a wide range of allegations related to the Office of the 
Administrator," Barrasso wrote in a letter Monday to Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who chairs the 
Appropriations subcommittee responsible for EPA funding. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000502-00015 




Barrasso did not specify what he considered "sufficient" funding for the office. The full Senate Appropriations 
Committee will mark up its EPA funding bill Thursday. 


House Republicans shot down an effort last week by Democrats to boost OIG funding for fiscal 2019 beyond 
the $50 million contained in their spending package. 

The committee declined to state when it might call Pruitt for a hearing, even after Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) 
demanded one earlier today amid continued ethical woes. 

"Chairman Barrasso has consistently said that he intends to call Administrator Pruitt back up to the committee 
later this year for a hearing," a spokesman said. "The Chairman has also said he is awaiting the findings from 
the EPA inspector general and the White House reviews." 

To view online click here. 


Back 


EPA IG refers lawmakers' questions on Pruitt legal defense fund to ethics officials Back 
By Alex Guillen | 06/13/2018 02:30 PM EDT 

EPA's inspector general told several House Democrats today that their questions about Administrator Scott 
Pruitt's legal defense fund should be directed at agency ethics officials instead. 

In a letter , EPA IG Arthur Elkins said that some of the Democrats' questions "are not actions related to his 
official government capacity, or about EPA activities or funds." The rest are "primarily, if not fully, ethics 
questions that should be addressed to EPA ethics official or to the U.S. Office of Government Ethics." 

Those ethics officials might eventually refer to the OIG some issue regarding Pruitt's fund, at which point, 
Elkins wrote, "we will decide if any further OIG action is warranted." 

The House Democrats wrote last month inquiring about Pruitf s fund, which is being managed by a private 
attorney outside of EPA. 

WHAT'S NEXT: A spokesman for Don Beyer (D-Va.) said the Democrats likely will follow up with both 
EPA's ethics officials and OGE. 

To view online click here. 
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House Republicans draft bill that would penalize states that block offshore drilling Back 
By Ben Lefebvre | 06/13/2018 05:25 PM EDT 
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House Republicans are floating a draft bill that would allow governors to bypass federal environmental reviews 
on oil and gas drilling projects in their states, and that would also penalize coastal states that prohibit offshore 
drilling. 

The draft bill, which House Natural Resources Committee members will discuss at a subcommittee hearing 
Thursday, would give states complete control of energy development on their land. It would also fly in the face 
of coastal state lawmakers who have protested Interior's plan to open all federal waters to oil and gas rigs. 

According to the draft, governors could submit land management plans to Interior for any federal acreage the 
department planned to put up for oil and gas lease auctions. If Interior accepted the plan, drilling projects would 
be subject only to state regulations and would be exempt from those in the National Environmental Protection 
Act. 

Interior would also allow states to remove offshore oil and gas blocs from federal offshore lease sales. But if 
states opt to remove more than half the blocs off their coasts from the auction. Interior would charge them 10 
percent of the revenue it would expect to receive from oil and gas development. It would also levy an additional 
10 percent for every lease bloc the state rejected. 

The draft language also stipulates that Interior would not have to make public the measurements of how much 
oil and gas exists in offshore reserv’es if private companies paid to collect the data. 

WHAT'S NEXT: The House Natural Resources subcommittee on energy and mineral resources will discuss 
the bill on Thursday. 


To view online click here. 
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Trump aims to open California, Florida, Atlantic waters for oil drilling Back 
By Ben Lefebvre | 01/04/2018 11:00 AM EDT 

The Trump administration unveiled a plan Thursday to open vast new stretches of federal waters to oil and gas 
drilling, erasing the policies put in place by previous Democratic and Republican administrations and setting up 
a conflict with state governments fearful about the risk of spills. 

The proposal drew immediate criticism from Florida officials, including Republican Gov. Rick Scott, a 
supporter of President Donald Trump who is expected to challenge Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson this year, as 
well as Republican Sen. Marco Rubio. 

And Republican governors like New Jersey's Chris Christie and Maryland's Larry Hogan have in the past 
opposed opening the federal waters off their states. North Carolina's Democratic governor weighed in Thursday, 
saying the move represented a "critical threat" to his state's economy. 

"I can sum it up in four words: not off our coast," Gov. Roy Cooper said in a press release. 

Even the U.S. military has also previously warned against allowing oil rigs near the Florida shore due to 
concerns they could interfere with F-35 fighter training maneuvers. 
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The Interior Department's newly proposed five-year outer continental shelf plan, designed to align with Trump's 
call for increased domestic energy production, would put up for auction the right to drill in areas offshore that in 
some cases had been off limits for decades. It would allow Interior to offer for lease federal waters in the Arctic, 
as well as the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and the eastern Gulf of Mexico, even as the department proposes to 
loosen offshore drilling safety regulations put in place after the massive 2010 BP oil spill. 

"This is the start at looking at American energy dominance and looking at our offshore dominance," Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke told a conference call. "This is the beginning of an opening up. We will listen to all the 
communities of stakeholders. The states will have a voice." 

Thursday's move starts a process that will run for at least several months, since Interior is required to collect 
public comment on the plan. But the department has already taken some steps to open some formerly closed 
areas, proposing earlier Thursday to make available seismic survey data for the waters off Hawaii that would be 
useful for oil and gas companies looking to explore the area. 

But it would put the administration — and oil and gas drillers — in direct opposition to state lawmakers who 
don't want to see oil rigs dotting their coastline. Tourism in Gulf Coast states took years to recover from the 
2010 explosion of BP's Deepwater Horizon oil rig, which killed 11 people and spewed nearly 5 million barrels 
of oil into the water, ultimately costing the oil company more than $40 billion in fines and clean-up. 

"The question of to-drill-or-not-to-drill has already been asked and answered" by coastal states now included in 
Interior's leasing map, said Diane Hoskins, campaign director at environmental group Oceana. "This plan 
proposes to open up places that have been closed to drilling for more than 30 years, and we expect those 
communities to make their voices heard." 

Industry groups applauded the move, saying the energy companies would benefit from increased access to 
federal lands. 

"The plan announced today is a long term commitment to securing our energy future, and would help cement 
America's role as an energy superpower, creating jobs and contributing to our economy," said Karen Harbert, 
chief executive officer of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Global Energy Institute. 

In a Senate floor speech Wednesday, Nelson vowed to fight drilling in the state's coastal waters, and threatened 
to seek to undo any Interior action by using the Congressional Review Act, a long-shot move since Republicans 
control both Congress and the White House. 

Nelson called on Floridians to join him in fighting the move, invoking BP's Deepwater Horizon disaster and 
saying they should remember "what happened to us when the beaches of Pensacola Beach were blackened with 
tar and oil, and we lost a whole season of our guests, our tourists who come to this extraordinary state." 

Gov. Scott also joined in calling for Trump to reconsider, saying he has asked to meet with Zinke directly to 
urge him to remove Florida's coastal areas from the plan. 

The White House downplayed Scott's criticism, and press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders told reporters, 

"Just because we may differ on issues from time to time doesn't mean that we can't have an incredibly good and 
strong relationship." 

The proposal calls for the first lease sales to take place in the waters off Alaska's northern coast before moving 
to the water off the lower 48 states. 
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"In 2019-2024, we will conduct 47 different lease sales, starting in Beaufort and Chukchi seas. Then we jump to 
lease sales in Pacific, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic planning areas," Kate MacGregor, deputy assistant secretary 
for Land and Minerals Management, told the call. 

President Barack Obama had considered opening portions off the Atlantic coast to oil and gas exploration until 
local pushback convinced his administration to reverse course. But the Trump administration may not place as 
much weight on local input, said Sierra Weaver, senior attorney at the Southern Environmental Law Center. 

"The governors of Virginia and North Carolina have specifically asked to exclude those states from a five-year 
leasing plan," Weaver said. "You're going to see a fight here, not only with locals but with state governments." 

Representatives for Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper and New Jersey Gov.- 
elect Phil Murphy, all of whom have opposed offshore drilling proposals in the past, declined to comment 
pending review of Interior's proposed plan. Virginia Gov.-elect Ralph Northam also has previously voiced 
opposition to offshore drilling expansion near the state. 

Prospects could be even dimmer for major new drilling in the Pacific. The waters off California haven't been 
offered for drilling to companies in decades, and the region remains wary of new projects since the 1969 oil 
spill in Santa Barbara that was the worst in the country's history until the Exxon Valdez spill two decades later. 

California Gov. Jerry Brown pledged to fight the effort to restart drilling activity in the Pacific. 

"This political decision to open the magnificent and beautiful Pacific Coast waters to oil and gas drilling flies in 
the face of decades of strong opposition on the part of Oregon, Washington and California — from Republicans 
and Democrats alike," he said in a statement. "For more than 30 years, our shared coastline has been protected 
from further federal drilling and we'll do whatever it takes to stop this reckless, short-sighted action." 

Even if Interior's plan becomes a reality, it's not likely oil and gas companies would immediately ready their 
drill ships. Offshore drilling remains expensive and time consuming, a combination that may not make 
immediate sense in an era of cheap oil and ready-to-access onshore shale plays. 

In August 2017, a lease sale for the areas of the Gulf of Mexico already open for drilling drew just $121 million 
for 508,096 acres, a far cry from the result in March 2013 before oil prices crashed when companies bid $1.2 
billion for 1.7 million acres just in the central Gulf region. 

Although oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico is expected to hit a record-high in 2018, companies are 
still wary of venturing into new areas, according to William Turner, analyst at Wood MacKenzie. Instead, they 
are more interested in expanding the footprint of their current offshore operations, a cheaper and more sure 
option that doesn't require much new leasing. 

Those companies may look at prospects further east, toward the coast of Florida, said Kevin Book, lead 
researcher at energy consultancy Clearview Energy Partners. But with even the state's GOP against drilling in 
the area, it may be more trouble than if s worth. 

"The eastern Gulf offers the best combination of prospectivity and proximity to existing infrastructure," Book 
said. "But its greatest value may be politics, not petroleum — today's inclusion of the Gulf of Mexico could 
pave the way to re-election for Florida Republicans who claim they stopped" drilling in the area. 

Wood MacKenkzie's Turner said the waters off the Atlantic coast are more challenging to navigate than in the 
Gulf Hurricanes pass through both regions, he said, but the swift water currents in the Atlantic can be too rapid 
to safely float drill rigs in the deepwater areas out of view of the shore. 
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"And the closer you get to shore the more people there will be who won't like to see rigs on their horizon," 
Turner said. "There's going to be pushback." 

Meanwhile, the Interior Department has drafted language to soften key parts to the offshore drilling safety rule 
put in place in the aftermath of the 2010 Gulf disaster, in some cases completely removing government 
oversight of drill rig security. 

The draft rule proposal from the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, seen by POLITICO, would 
roll back many parts of the Well Safety Rule that the Obama administration finalized in 2016. 

Among the proposals is one that would remove BSEE from the process of inspecting and verifying parts of the 
blowout preventer, the device used to seal wells and the malfunction of which helped lead to the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion. Instead, inspecting the blowout preventer will be left to "independent third parties." 

Oil and gas companies would also be off the hook for providing blowout prevention system test results to the 
agency in case BSEE personnel are not present at the site. BSEE, in its draft proposal, said the move would 
reduce its workload. 

It would also remove the requirement that companies monitor their blowout control systems in real time, instead 
only mandating that companies possess the equipment necessary to do so. The draft rule says certain equipment 
need only be tested once during its lifespan instead of the current twice weekly. 

Interior said that relaxing the rules would spur more oil and gas production, and save companies up to $946 
million over a decade, BSEE estimates. 

"By reducing the regulatory burden on industry, we are encouraging increased domestic oil and gas production 
while maintaining a high bar for safety and environmental sustainability," Director Scott Angelle said in a press 
release announcing the earlier rule change proposals. 

But critics charge that overall changes, particularly to the Well Safety Rule, essentially put an agency created to 
enforce safety standards in the wake of the Deepwater Horizon blast in the position of promoting oil and gas 
production over protecting rig workers. 

"The rule was six years in the making, the result of multiple investigations of the Deepwater Horizon incident," 
said Michael Bromwich, the former first director of BSEE and currently managing principal of The Bromwich 
Group. "It is odd, to say the least, that they are going to change a significant number of requirements in that 
well-considered regulation after only a year. It looks like a feeding frenzy — the door is open, tell us what 
changes you want, and we'll provide those to you." 

Alex Guillen contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 
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Republican senators ask Trump to send Kigali treaty to Senate Back 

By Eric Wolff I 06/11/2018 04:34 PM EDT 
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A group of 13 Republican senators are calling on President Donald Trump to send a treaty limiting global use of 
a climate change-causing coolant to the Senate for ratification. 

The Kigali amendment to the Montreal Protocol would phase down use of hydrofluorocarbons, a global- 
warming inducing chemical used in cooling systems. 

But unlike the Paris climate agreement, the Kigali measure is strongly supported by U.S. companies, since the 
coolant makers could become the world's biggest supplier of the next generation coolants. If the U.S. fails to 
approve the amendment, the companies would face steep trade barriers. 

"By sending the amendment to the Senate, you will help secure America's place as the global leader in several 
manufacturing industries, and in turn give American workers an advantage against their competitors in the 
international marketplace," the senators write in a letter sent today. 

Treaty backers worry Trump's antipathy to multilateral deals and climate agreements could jeopardize the deal 
that was struck at the end of the Obama administration. 

The letter was signed by Republican Sens. John Kennedy (La.), Susan Collins (Maine), Bill Cassidy (La.), 
Lindsey Graham (S.C.), Lisa Murkowski (Alaska), Johnny Isakson (Ga.), Marco Rubio (Fla.), Lamar Alexander 
(Tenn.), Jetry Moran (Kansas), Tim Scott (S.C.), Roy Blunt (Mo.), John Boozman (Ark.), and Todd Young 
(Ind.). 

To view online click here. 
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House panel questions NRDC's close ties to China Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/05/2018 02:12 PM EDT 

The House Natural Resources Committee is demanding to know whether the Natural Resources Defense 
Council has ever registered under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, alleging the green group's close ties to 
China may have influenced its advocacy efforts in the United States. 

In a letter . Chairman Rob Bishop (R-Utah) and Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Bruce 
Westerman (R-Ark.) said NRDC engages in "self-censorship" and generally refrains from criticizing the 
Chinese government's actions on environmental matters as a way to maintain its access. 

"The Committee is concerned that the NRDC's need to maintain access to Chinese officials has influenced its 
political activities in the United States and may require compliance with the Foreign Agents Registration Act," 
the Republicans wrote. 

If s the second time this Congress that Republicans have questioned ties between U.S. environmental groups and 
foreign entities. House Science Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Texas) previously argued Russian group s bankrolled 
anti-fracking groups and called on Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to investigate. 

NRDC said in a statement that it "seeks environmental solutions that are grounded in sound science, U.S. law 
and the public interest." And it defended its work in China, saying the country "has much to do with the kind of 
world future generations inherit." 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [politicoemail(5)politicopro.com] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 2:13:41 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: Shimkus: Committee 'cannot ignore' Pruitt scandals 


By Nick Juliano 
04/26/2018 10:11 AMEDT 

Rep. John Shimkus said he considers the negative headlines surrounding EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt "a 
distraction," but one he will have to answer for. 

Shimkus chairs the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Environment, where Pruitt is testifying in his first 
of two Capitol Hill appearances today. 

"I consider much of this narrative to be a distraction but one this committee cannot ignore," Shimkus said in his 
opening statement, after praising Pruitf s policy moves. 

Pruitt is facing numerous investigations from Congress, the White House and government watchdogs into his 
taxpayer-funded first-class travel; unprecedented, 24-hour security detail; and sweetheart rental deal with the 
wife of a lobbyist who sought to influence his agency. Ahead of the hearing, EPA distributed a 23-page 
document responding to various allegations. 

The Energy and Commerce environment subcommittee is grilling Pruitt this morning, and the administrator is 
scheduled to testify before a House Appropriations subcommittee this afternoon. 

President Donald Trump has stuck by Pruitt, praising his work to pare back environmental rules and wary of 
upsetting conservatives who strongly support the administrator. But patience is wearing thin in the White 
House, and today's hearings are seen as a key test for the embattled administrator. 

The administration's desire to avoid another tough confirmation fight also appears to be weighing in Pruitf s 
favor. Trump's secretary of state nominee Mike Pompeo is expected to barely squeak through his confirmation 
process. And Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson withdrew his nomination today to be the next head of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, throwing that process into turmoil. 

The hearing is streaming here. 

To view online : 

https://www.politicopro.eom/energv/whiteboard/2018/04/shimkus-committee-cannot-ignore-pruitt-scandals- 
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Message 


From: Morning Media [morningmedia@politico.com] 

Sent: 6/14/2018 9:34:15 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: Morning Media: Journalists top Trump's enemies list — Zucker's staying — Sanders splitting? — Covering suicide 


By Michael Calderone | 06/14/2018 05:32 AM EDT 

TWO YEARS AGO TODAY I wrote how Republican candidate Donald Trump had taken a page from the 
"autocrat's media playbook." He was vilifying the press, blacklisting news organizations, threatening to punish 
media owners like Jeff Bezos if elected, and dismissing crackdowns on journalism and free expression in 
countries like Russia and China. 

- The presidency hasn't toned down Trump's rhetoric. In a Fox News interview airing Wednesday evening, 
Trump downplayed North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un's human rights abuses, saying he "could go through a 
lot of nations where a lot of bad things were done." Earlier in the day, the president leveled one of his most 
extreme attacks on the press since taking office. He declared the news media, especially CNN and NBC - and 
not, say, a nuclear-armed autocrat - to be the country's "biggest enemy." 

- "Someone is unhappy with headlines reflecting what happened instead of what he wants to say happened," 
New York Times reporter Maggie Haberman responded. Trump lashing out at critical coverage came as 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo scolded a reporter Wednesday for asking a reasonable question about the 
nuclear verification process. Pompeo said the question was "insulting and ridiculous and, frankly, ludicrous." 

- Trump urged the public to trust him, not the press, as a candidate. He's done the same as president and, 
presumably, will continue this strategy in seeking re-election. Brad Parscale, who is managing Trump's 2020 re- 
election campaign, called for revoking a reporter's press credentials this week and said that "the media should 
be cheering" Trump's progress with Kim. The media's "dislike" for the president, he said, "is greater than their 
love of peace." 

Good morning and welcome to Morning Media. The first World Cup match is at 11 a m. on Fox (or you can 
try streaming) . As always, you can reach me at mcalderone@politico.com/@mlcalderone . Daniel Lippman 
(@dlippman) contributed to the newsletter. Archives . Subscribe . 

SANDERS, SHAH LEAVING? CBS News's Jacqueline Alemany reports that White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders and principal deputy press secretary Raj Shah "are both heading for the exits." 

Sanders, she wrote, has "told friends that she plans to leave the administration at the end of the year." 

- "Does @CBSNews know something I don't about my plans and my future?" Sanders tweeted in response. "I 
was at my daughter's year-end Kindergarten event and they ran a story about my 'plans to leave the WH' without 
even talking to me. I love my job and am honored to work for @POTUS." 

ZUCKER'S STAYING: CNN chief Jeff Zucker has renewed his contract through the 2020 election, reports 
Vanity Fair's Joe Pompeo. News of Zucker's status at the network comes a day after AT&T beat Trump's Justice 
Department in court to acquire CNN parent Time Warner. Pompeo reports that AT&T executives were aware of 
the contract renewal when it was brokered several months ago. 


INGRAHAM WANTS PRUITT OUT: Laura Ingraham, a Trump-supporting radio and Fox News host, has 
called for scandal-plagued EPA administrator Scott Pruitt to go. "The tweet makes Ingraham the highest-profile 
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conservative to call for the ouster of Pruitt, who is facing a dozen congressional and EPA investigations into his 
spending on security and first-class travel, sweetheart condo rental from a lobbyist and using aides to handle his 
personal business," write POLITICO'S Anthony Adragna and Alex Guillen. 

- "Scott Pruitt Should Go," National Review editors declared Wednesday. The conservative magazine's 
editors said they support most of Pruitf s policy views but noted that "we are now at a point where a good week 
for Pruitt sees only one report of behavior that is bizarre or venal." 

NORTH KOREA'S PROPAGANDA MACHINE: Bloomberg's David Tweed, Kyung Bok Cho, and Kanga 
Kong report "the propaganda push [at this week's summit] not only signaled Kim's new confidence on the world 
stage after a series of diplomatic wins, it also conveyed a desire for greater openness and economic 
development." They also describe how "North Korea's traveling media delegation - dressed in matching black - 
followed Kim through Singapore documenting throngs of fascinated onlookers." 

- "Attempts by Bloomberg News to engage the North Korean reporters were rebuffed, although they did 
become useful for another reason," they write. "The close coordination between the Pyongyang delegation and 
its traveling press meant that when the North Korean journalists sprang into action, it signaled to the rest of the 
media pack that Kim was about to make a move." 

WATCH: NBC's Jacob Soboroff was among a group of journalists to tour a former Walmart-tumed-immigrant 
detention center. "This place is called a shelter, but effectively, these kids are incarcerated," he said. "There are 
1,400 of them." 

COVERING SUICIDE: The AP's David Bauder looks at how some news organizations are reassessing how 
they cover suicides following the deaths of Kate Spade and Anthony Bourdain. "Some of the guidelines being 
discussed contradict the natural impulses of journalists," Bauder writes. "When some younger reporters at a 
major national news organization urged that the suicide hotline be publicized following last week's deaths, an 
editor said that it wasn't their job because 'we're not social workers,' said Kelly McBride, media ethicist for the 
Poynter Institute. She wouldn't identify the outlet." 

- "If a suicide is newsworthy, we want to give readers the key facts and not leave them in the dark," New York 
Times standards editor Philip Corbett told Bauder. "That would typically include such basic information as 
where and how. But we want to avoid a level of detail that might seem sensational, gratuitous or voyeuristic. 

We would likely report whether there was a note, but would consider very carefully before publishing anything 
from the note." 

NYT EXAMINING WATKINS' WORK: The New York Times's Michael Grynbaum reports that the paper is 
reviewing the work history' of Ali Watkins, the reporter whose phone and email records were seized last week 
as part of a leak investigation. Watkins had a years-long relationship with former Senate Intelligence Committee 
aide James Wolfe, who was charged last week with lying to investigators about contacts with journalists. 
Watkins worked at POLITICO prior to joining the Times in December. 

THE HILL LAUNCHES HILL.TV: The Washington news organization unveiled its new political TV 
network (Hill.tv) on Wednesday with the debut of "Rising," a show co-hosted by former MSNBC anchor 
Krystal Ball and conservative radio show host and former CIA analyst Buck Sexton. The show's first guests 
included Sen. Ted Cruz and director and liberal activist Rob Reiner, whose new film, "Shock and Awe," focuses 
on the prescient reporting from journalists at Knight Ridder - now McClatchy - in the run-up to the Iraq War. 

- "These four guys got it all right," Reiner said of the Knight Ridder reporters, whose articles running in 
regional papers were overshadowed by inaccurate and credulous reporting in major national outlets, such as the 
New York Times. Knight Ridder's work didn't get traction, Reiner said, because a post-9/11 "patriotic fervor" 
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led some in the press to not aggressively question the Bush administration's claims and also because the 
administration largely ignored their coverage. 

CONGRATS: The New York Times sports reporter Juliet Macur won this month's Sidney Award for her 
reporting on the exploitation of "non-cheering" cheerleaders. 

REVOLVING DOOR 

Tim Regan-Porter has been named McClatchy's South region editor, where he'll oversee the Ledger-Enquirer 
(Columbus, GA), the Telegraph (Macon, GA) and the Sun Herald (Biloxi, MS). He was previously executive 
director of the Center for Collaborative Journalism at Macon's Mercer University. 

Mark Albert, a television journalism veteran most recently with CBS News, has been named chief national 
investigative correspondent and will lead a new Hearst Television investigative unit in Washington. Matt 
Prichard, who has worked at major TV stations in Albany, Georgia and Colorado Springs, is also joining the 
Washington bureau. 

Sarah Owermohle, most recently with S&P Global Market Intelligence, is joining POLITICO'S health care 
team. Rachel Roubein, who covered health policy and politics for The Hill, is also joining the health care team. 

Mollie Bowman has started on POLITICO'S comms team to promote the publication and its journalism, talent 
and tools. She previously worked for POLITICO Live as an audience engagement associate. 

EXTRAS 

- Betsy Fischer Martin and Erin Fogarty Owen reflect on the death of Tim Russert on the 10-year anniversary. 

- The Washington Post's Philip Bump writes that "untrue tweets from Trump shouldn't be unchallenged in 
headlines." 

- Nieman Lab's Laura Hazard Owen checks in with Civil as the startup rolls out its "first fleet" of sites. 

- Vanity Fair's Rebecca Keegan writes "how The Fourth Estate kept the New York Times's Glenn Thrush 
scandal on the record." 

- The New York Times has launched a personalized newsletter, "Your Weekly Edition." 

KICKER 

"We are not the enemy of the American people. We love the American people." - CNN anchor Wolf Blitzer said 
Wednesday. 

To view online '. 

htt p://www.politico.eom/media/newsletters/morning-media/2018/06/14/iournalists-top-taimps-enemies-list- 

zuckers-staving-sanders-splitting-covering-suicide-001540 


To change your alert settings, please go to https://secure.politico.com/settings 
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Message 


From: Morning Energy [morningenergy@politico.com] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 2:08:38 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: POLITICO'S Morning Energy: Pruitt steps up to the plate — Tester's 'great equalizer' — Bishop still talking NEPA 


By Kelsey Tamborrino | 04/26/2018 10:00 AM EDT 
With help from Anthony Adragna 

PRUITT STEPS UP TO THE PLATE: Scott Pmitt makes his eagerly anticipated trip to the Hill this morning, 
and the stakes couldn't be higher for the embattled EPA administrator. His appearances before the House E&C 
Committee in the morning and Appropriations panel in the afternoon - ostensibly to defend the Trump 
administration's proposed cuts to EPA's budget - will give lawmakers their first opportunity to directly question 
Pruitt since the news broke about his heavy spending, sweetheart condo rental, VIP security and first-class 
flights. And while both Democrats and Republicans are expected to pull no punches as they weigh Pruitf s 
behavior, the real audience will be sitting in 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Check out this graphic breakdown of Pruitt's problems by POLITICO'S Emily Holden, Alex Guillen and your 
VIE host. 

- The administrator has kept a low profile in the lead-up to today's events - even leaving press out of a 
Tuesday announcement on his plan to ban secret science - but expect the cameras to be out in force this 
morning. ME breaks down what to expect today as Pruitt heads for the batter's box. (ME is also taking 
suggestions for an appropriate walk-up song. One option here .) 

THE GAME PLAN: Pruitt will point out he now flies coach when he travels, and shift the blame to staffers for 
the raises given to two of his close aides, according to a talking points document - dubbed "hot topics" - 
obtained by The New York Times. He will likely also say officials who were reassigned or demoted after 
challenging his spending all had performance issues. 

- EPA did not dispute the authenticity of the Times document, but spokesman Jahan Wilcox said Pruitt would 
tout "the accomplishments of President Trump's EPA," including "working to repeal Obama's Clean Power Plan 
and Waters of the United States, providing regulatory certainty, and declaring a war on lead - all while returning 
to Reagan-era staffing levels." You can read Pruitfs full opening statement for the E&C hearing here . 

DEMOCRATS WILL SEARCH FOR ANSWERS: The afternoon session is expected to dive into Pruitt's 
proposed deep cuts to the agency's budget and his deregulatory actions, but that doesn't mean Democrats will 
ignore the ethics woes dogging the embattled chief "Administrator Pruitt, you are letting the American people 
and your agency down," Rep. Betty McCollum, ranking member of the Appropriations subpanel, plans to say. 
Democrat Nita Lowey , the ranking House appropriator, will question Pruitt on the Anti deficiency Act after the 
Government Accountability Office found EPA illegally failed to notify Congress about the cost of his secure 
phone booth. Meanwhile, E&C's top Democrat Frank Pallone wouldn't tip his hand: "I just hope he shows up," 
he said when ME asked for his plan of attack. 

- House Energy and Commerce Democrats will hold a news conference at 9 a.m. to once again call for 
Pruitt's ouster. Kathy Castor and Paul Tonko will attend, alongside representatives from numerous green 
groups. 
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REPUBLICANS OFFER SOME ADVICE: "Answer the questions and stay calm," John Shimkus said. "And 
the time will eventually end." The Illinois Republican didn't let on about his line of questions to Pruitt, but 
added; "It's not going to all be addressing stewardship issues. There are going to be policy questions." 

- Fellow Oklahoman and member of the Approps committee Tom Cole expects the "highly charged" 
hearing to contain some "pretty much straight budget questions" - at least from the Republican side. Cole said 
he recently spoke to Pruitt on the upcoming hearing and warned him it would be "rugged." 

Keep in mind: None of the committee Republicans said they'd been in contact with the White House ahead of 
the session. Shimkus said the Republicans hadn't huddled ahead of time to develop a game plan as they 
sometimes do with high-profile hearings. And Democrats are expected to turn out in force - E&C members not 
on the Environment subpanel will "waive in" to the hearing. They don't need GOP permission to do so, but will 
have to wait until all subcommittee members participate before asking questions. ME would look here for 
especially fiery questions or any surprises. 

STRIKE 3? Pruitt's critical audience, of course, will be President Donald Trump, who has so far stuck by him, 
but is expected to judge how Pruitt fares in front of the cameras, POLITICO'S Anthony Adragna and Nancy 
Cook report . So far, Pruitt's support among Trump's conservative backers has kept him on solid ground, despite 
the growing resentment of a "high maintenance" EPA chief among White House officials. "The president is 
always nervous about offending his base, and Paiitt has real support in the base," said one Republican close to 
the White House. "If that base diminishes, he does not have a chance of being reelected. He generally likes what 
Pruitt is doing over there, but he has no relationship with Pruitt of any note. He could get someone else." 

IN THE OUTFIELD: Environmental group Defend Our Future will hand out first-class boarding passes today 
at the Pruitt hearing, while Moms Clean Air Force will deliver these report cards . And the League of 
Conservation Voters and its state pamers will launch television ads today urging Sens. Dean Heller and CoiT 
Gardner to hold Pruitt accountable. Watch them here and here. 


If you go: The E&C hearing will begin at 10 a.m. in 2323 Rayburn, and the Appropriations hearing at 2 p.m. in 
2007 Rayburn. Watch the livestreams here and here . 

IT'S THURSDAY! I'm your host Kelsey Tamborrino, and the American Petroleum Institute's Jeff Stein was 
the first to name Khartoum, Sudan - the capital city where the Blue and White Niles meet to form the Nile. For 
today: Name the state where the first officially designated Democratic floor leader hailed. Send your tips, 
energy gossip and comments to ktambonino@politico.com, or follow us on Twitter @kelsevtam, 

@Morning Energy and @,POLITICOPro . 

politico's Ben White is bringing Morning Money to the Milken Institute Global Conference to provide 
coverage of the day's events and evening happenings. The newsletter will run April 29 - May 2. Sign up to 
keep up with your daily conference coverage. 

PUBLIC LANDS CRUCIAL FOR TESTER: Democratic Sen. Jon Tester 's bid for reelection could come 
down to how he handles public lands issues. Pro's Kevin Robillard reports. Close to one-third of the land in 
Tester's home state of Montana is under federal government ownership, and the Democratic senator hopes to 
use it to keep on board those who voted Trump - including hunters, hikers, snowmobilers and ranchers. "Public 
lands is one of the great equalizers. If s part of who we are," Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock told Kevin. "It 
doesn't matter what our political beliefs are, it's a core part of our lives." 

Tester's strategy is part of a larger effort by Democrats in the West to emphasize lands. Bullock emphasized 
it in his reelection bid in 2016 and New Mexico Sen. Martin Heinrich , who is expected to easily win reelection 
in 2018, started his reelection bid with a video focused heavily on public lands issues. And Democratic 
strategists think it can help them in states throughout the interior west. "There a lot of people here who are 
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single-issue voters, and that issue is public lands," said Nick Gevock, the conservation director at the Montana 
Wildlife Federation. Read more . 

DEMOCRATS CALL FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL: In a letter Wednesday to the U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel, Pall one and Oversight ranking member Elijah Cummings requested an investigation into whether there 
is a pattern of problematic personnel practices at EPA. The Democrats point to recent reports of agency officials 
being reassigned, demoted or requesting new roles, after voicing concerns on Pruitt. "The reassignment or 
dismissal of employees who questioned Administrator Pruitt's wasteful and potentially unlawful expenditures 
suggests a troubling pattern of retaliation against EPA employees that may be illegal," they write. Read the 
letter here. 


BISHOP STILL TALKING NEPA: House Natural Resources Chairman Rob Bishop told ME he's been in 
contact with administration officials "over the last few weeks" about a series of modifications to NEPA that he 
says "run the gamut." His two overarching goals are to speed the permitting process and to enact categorical 
exclusions that will limit litigation to allow projects to advance more quickly. "If s one of the consistent 
problems they recognize," he said of the administration's engagement on NEPA. 

Apples to oranges: Controversy over $139,000 spent on doors at Interior is not comparable to spending woes 
engulfing Pruitt, according to Bishop. "There are some real issues and there are some issues that we play around 
with," he said. "This is one I think people are playing with." Interior officials said previously that career 
facilities and security officials recommended the work and that Secretary Ryan Zinke was not aware of it. 

THAT DAM BILL: The House passed a heavily watched measure, H.R. 3144 (115). Wednesday that would 
override a court decision requiring changes in the operations of major hydropower dams in the Pacific 
Northwest to help protect endangered salmon. The measure, from Washington Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers , 
passed by a nearly party-line vote of 225-189, and now heads to the Senate, where some of the region's 
Democratic senators have made known their opposition. Pro's Annie Snider breaks down more here . 

REFINERY WORKERS HIT THE HILL: Close to 100 workers from refineries Monroe Energy, 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions and PBF Energy will rally for their jobs and Renewable Fuel Standard reform on 
the Hill today, the United Steelworkers said. The rally begins at 1 p.m. in the "Senate Swamp" - the grass across 
the drive from the east Senate steps. Texas Sen. Ted Caiz will participate in a press conference with the workers 
at the same time. Watch the livestream here. 


OFF-SHORE UP SUPPORT: While it didn't have quite the same build-up as Pruitf s hearings this morning, 
the House Natural Resources energy and mineral resources subcommittee will hold a hearing today on offshore 
energy revenue sharing for Gulf-producing states, with a focus on the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act. 
Democrats intend to call out the oil and gas industry and demand they take responsibility for their role in 
causing the destruction of Louisiana wetlands, according to a release. Former Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), now 
a senior policy adviser at Van Ness Feldman, and John Barry, former board member of the Southeast Louisiana 
Flood Protection Authority - East, will testify, among others. If you go: The hearing begins at 10 a.m. in 1324 
Longworth. 

GET YOUR COMMENTS IN: Comments are due today on EPA's proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan. 
The Competitive Enterprise Institute, for one, will file a comment today in support of the proposed repeal, 
calling the CPP "unlawful." Close to 20 other individuals from free-market groups signed onto the joint 
comment. Google, meanwhile, submitted its own comment Wednesday "respectfully" urging EPA to forgo the 
repeal. "Google continues to believe that the Clean Power Plan aligns with overall electricity sector trends and 
the specific goals of our company," it says . The Natural Resources Defense Council and NRDC Action Fund 
said it generated 208,000 comments in support of keeping the CPP. 
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MAT T. CALL! TN THE ATR TONTGHT: California Sen. Dianne Feinstein wrote to Transportation Secretary' 
Elaine Chao Wednesday, calling on her to maintain national fuel economy standards set by California under the 
Clean Air Act. "I ask for your commitment to maintain the Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards at the 
maximum feasible level, as required by law, and to seek consensus with California so that we can continue to 
enjoy the success of a coordinated national program to improve fuel economy," Feinstein wrote. Read the letter 
here. 


- Eighty-seven lawmakers signed onto a letter Wednesday that calls on Pruitt to reinstate the "once in, 
always in" policy to "safeguard" from harmful air pollutants. "This is a matter of critical human health and 
safety," the lawmakers write. Read it here . 

GoT TTENEWABLES? Rapper Kanye West tweeted about his connection to Trump and their "dragon energy" 
on Wednesday. "We are both dragon energy. He is my brother. I love everyone. I don't agree with everything 
anyone does." Spoiler: It's not an energy company we forgot to tell you about. Bloomberg breaks it down here, 
but earlier in the day. West described dragon energy as, "Natural born leaders Very instinctive Great foresight." 
The House Natural Resources account tweeted the exchange telling West to "have your people call our people." 

QUTCK HTTS 

- Behind the scenes of Pruitt's Nevada trip, E&E News . 

- U.S. mine safety agency website 'hacked,' remains down, S&P Global . 

- Exxon Mobil boosts quarterly dividend to 82 cents, Reuters . 

- Climate change could make thousands of tropical islands "uninhabitable" in coming decades, new study says, 
The Washington Post . 

- Memo: Park Police officers were forbidden from wearing body cameras. The Hill . 

- Perry's son owns an energy investment company. Is that a problem? McClatchy . 

THAT'S ALL FOR ME! 

To view online'. 

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/moiTiing-energv/2018/04/26/pruitt-steps-up-to-the-plate-183688 

To change your alert settings, please go to https://secure.politico.com/settings 

POLITICO 


This email was sent to Jackson.ryan@epa,gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000 Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA, 22209, 
USA 


Please click here and follow the steps to unsubscribe. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000507-00004 











Message 


From: Anna Palmer Jake Sherman Daniel Lippman [politicoplaybool<@politico.com] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 10:38:14 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: POLITICO Playbook, presented by AARP: How long will Ronny Jackson last... Trump on 'Fox and Friends' at 8 a.m. 


View online version | Add poiiticQpiaybookfg-politicQ com to your address book. 







oday’s POLITICO Pteybook presented by .AARP 


SHERMAN ( sherman@politico.com : @JakeShermanK ANNA PALMER ( anna@politico.com : 
@apalmerdc ) and PANEL LEPMAN ( daniel@politico.com : @dlippman ) 


Listen to today's Audio Briefing i Subscribe on Apple Podcasts j Visit the online home of Playbook 


DRIVING THE DAY 


KEVIN MCCARTHY tries to rescue California for Republicans, via the L.A. Times' Patrick 
McGreevy; "Republicans are on the verge of turning in at least 830,000 signatures for an 
initiative to repeal the [gas] tax increase. Even before they know for sure it will appear on the 
November ballot, the party's candidates up and down the state already are acting to direct 
voter anger over higher fuel prices at Democrats who boosted the levies.... 

"The California Republican Party has sunk $300,000 into 'Give Voters A Voice,' the 

campaign committee seeking to qualify the repeal measure for the November ballot. Top 
Republicans have donated, with House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Bakersfield giving 
$400,000. Another $250,000 came from Republican gubernatorial candidate John Cox, and 
hundreds of thousands more were donated by other GOP congressional candidates." 

https://lat.ms/2HuW6tH 

- THIS IS A BIG DEAL. Wdiy? Because Republicans think they can juice voter turnout if they 
include this measure on the ballot in November. California is very blue, but there are 14 
Republicans from the Golden State in the House. 
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Good Thursday morning. White House Correspondents Weekend festivities kick off 
tonight. THE PRESIDENT is calling into "Fox and Friends" at 8 a.m. Just like the good old 
days. 

FROM 30K FEET ... The EPA administrator is going to Capitol Hill today after a raft of 
stories about his penchant for first-class travel, his desire to be driven around in an armored 
SU\^ with run-flat tires in Washington and his decision to rent a condo from people who 
peddle influence in town.... 

... THE PRESIDENT'S NOMINEE to run the beleaguered VA has never managed more than a 
small cadre of people, and is now up for a job that involves managing the second-largest 
government agency, a department with 377,000 employees. He has also been accused of 
dishing out prescription drugs recklessly, allegedly passed out drunk at a hotel during a 
presidential trip, is said to have banged on a woman's door after a night of drinking and 
allegedly crashed a government car after boozing at a Secret Service going-away party. 
Jackson has denied many of these allegations. 

THE GENERAL CONSENSUS: Dr. Jackson will withdraw, which will give the president a 
chance to nominate a vetted candidate that the Hill can confirm. This is an election year. 
Republicans want the president to make things easy for them. 

SPOTTED: John Bolton and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) having dinner together last night at 
Capital Grille. 

JARED-SUPPORTED BILL HITS A SPEED BUMP, via Heather Caygle and Elana Schor: 
"The House Judiciary Committee scrapped plans to vote on a prison reform proposal 
Wednesday, potentially dooming one of the few remaining prospects for significant 
bipartisan compromise this Congress. 

"The last-minute postponement of the measure came as President Donald Trump's son- 
in-law and adviser Jared Kushner visited Capitol Hill to rally support for it. But the delay also 
followed what multiple House sources described as a behind-the-scenes opposition campaign 
from two Senate heavyweights, one from each party. 

"Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Senate Minority 
Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) have told House Judiciary panel members to oppose a narrower 
prison reform bill without the addition of a sentencing overhaul they spent months 
negotiating. House sources said." htt ps://politi.co/ 2 HsDgr 4 
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PALM BEACH POST'S GEORGE BENNETT: "Trump in Palm Beach: Sheriff's OT bill for 
feds $3.3 million and growing": "Palm Beach County Sheriffs deputies who help protect 
President Donald Trump when he visits Mar-a-Lago racked up nearly $3.3 million in 
overtime during presidential trips between November and early February - money that 
county officials expect to get back from the federal government. Congress set aside $41 
million in March to reimburse local law enforcement agencies for 'extraordinary... personnel 
costs' incurred through Sept. 30 'for protection acthdties directly and demonstrably 
associated with any residence of the President that is designated or identified to be secured 
by the United States Secret Service.'" https://pbpo.st/2r2H.srZ 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE -- "Chance the Rapper, Kanye West start Twitter political storms," 

by Kevin Williams: "The day began with West, who issued a series of tweets ranging from one 
that appeared to criticize former President Barack Obama to one that many suggested 
showed solidarity with President Donald Trump, who then thanked West for the tweet.... 

"The list of prominent black artists who unfollowed West on Twitter so far include 
Drake, Jaden Smith, Janelle Monae, Kendrick Lamar, Nicki Minaj, Rihanna and The 
Weeknd. The storm was ongoing, and then Chance the Rapper weighed in with a defense of 
the performer with whom he has collaborated." https://trib.in/2JwF;VIu 

MISSION INCOMPLETE - @JenniferJJacobs: "NEW: Macron says he thinks Trump will 
withdraw from the Iran nuclear accord. 'I believe he will get rid of this deal for domestic 
reasons,' Macron says. Macron urged him to stay in the deal, but suspects he was 
unsuccessful." 

-- MACRON and REP. JOHN LEWIS (D-GA.) share quite a hug. http://bit.lv/2HfV\rNaI 

SMART STORY ... "Jackson troubles shine light on a fact of Washington life: Sleeping 

pills," by Eliana Johnson, Burgess Everett, Bryan Bender and Sarah Karlin-Smith: "Ronny 
Jackson, the White House physician who is battling to save his nomination to be the 
secretary of veterans affairs, regularly handed out the sleep drug Ambien and the alertness 
drug Provigil to West Wing officials traveling on overseas flights. Jackson's nomination has 
inadvertently exposed the widespread use of sleep and alertness drugs among government 
officials from the White House and State Department to the Pentagon and Congress itself. 

"Allegations about Jackson's liberal dispensation of Ambien and Provigil come at a 
time when opioid abuse — some of it enabled by doctors — has ravaged communities across 
the country, increasing awareness about the dangers of casual pill-popping among the public 
at large. But nearly a dozen current and former officials — including some who were treated 
by Jackson while working in the Obama White House — say Jackson is being unfairly labeled 
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as a 'candy man' and that casual use of some prescription drugs is an established fact of life at 
the highest echelons of government.... 

"By themselves, the charges that Jackson liberally doled out sleep drugs may not be 

enough to disqualify him in the eyes of lawmakers on Capitol Hill - because, they say, they 
use them liberally, too. 'It does happen. I'm not one of those. I might have tried that once; it 
didn't work, and I've never tried it again,' said Senate Minority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.). 
'But people trying to avoid jet lag and go back to work and have a normal life? Sure!"' 
https://politi.co/2JtxnqQ 

****** ^ message from AARP: Did you know 50-plus voters will likely determine the 
outcome of the November midterms? Follow POLITICO'S "The Deciders" series, launching in 
June, to better understand this influential voting bloc. Presented by AARP. Stay informed . 


THE DOC HAS ISSUES ... 

-- NYT'S NICK FANDOS: "New Allegations Emerge Against Ronny Jackson as White 
House Digs In": "Dr. Ronny L. Jackson, the White House physician nominated to lead the 
Veterans Affairs Department, provided such 'a large supply' of Percocet, a prescription 
opioid, to a White House Military Office staff member that he threw his own medical staff 
'into a panic' when it could not account for the missing drugs, according to a summary of 
questionable deeds compiled by the Democratic staff of the Senate Veterans' Affairs 
Committee. A nurse on his staff said Dr. Jackson had written himself prescriptions, and when 
caught, he simply asked a physician assistant to provide him with the medication." 
https://nvti.ms/2vNEOqi ... The two-page Democratic summary https://politi.co/2KgxF;Ei 

- Fin Gomez (@finnygo): "NEW: Jackson told me and small group of reporters waiting in 
WH press offices that he did not know where these allegations were coming from. Said he 
was 'Still moving ahead' on his nomination. Also said he 'did not wreck a car' after drinking at 
a party." 

-- BURGESS EVERETT: "Republican support for Jackson collapses": "For Senate 
Republicans, the question of the day is not if, but when. President Donald Trump pulls the 
plug on Ronny Jackson. GOP support for the Veterans Affairs nominee has cratered in the 
face of allegations of misconduct as White House physician. Jackson already faced serious 
doubts over his lack of management experience. At this point, it would take a miraculous 
comeback by Jackson to survive at least two more weeks of scrutiny and growing discomfort 
among Republican senators over his nomination. 
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"With Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) absent, the party controls 50 seats, meaning that only 
one Republican in opposition could derail Jackson's nomination if Democrats unite in 
opposition to him. Any corroboration of whistleblower accusations — from crashing a 
government car while drunk to abusing his power to prescribe pills — will be enough to 
publicly sink the nomination. The nomination, said Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), is 'very unlikely' 
to go forward.... Asked how Jackson could be confirmed, he replied: "You tell me.'" 
https://politi.co/2vKpN8I 

- CNN'S JEFF ZELENY, JEREMY DIAMOND and KEVIN LIPTAK: "White House 
prepares for possible Jackson withdrawal": "President Donald Trump is beginning to 
wonder aloud whether his embattled Veterans Affairs nominee should step aside 'before 
things get worse' and White House aides are now preparing for that possibility. White House 
officials told CNN.... Jackson emerged late Wednesday from White House spokesman Raj 
Shah's office with press secretary Sarah Sanders, Shah and deputy press secretary Hogan 
Gidley. Jackson told reporters, 'Look forward to talking to you guys in the next few days.' 
Sanders said they were having a 'debrief on the meetings on the Hill. 

"The President and his aides were openly discussing the possibility that Jackson could 
pull his nomination, the officials said, and aides late Wednesday afternoon began preparing 
for a possible withdrawal — though White House officials said the decision remains 
Jackson's. Trump's thinking on Jackson's nomination has been rapidly evolving. Earlier on 
Wednesday, he raised the prospect of going into the briefing room today to stick up for 
Jackson, simply to say he is a good guy and has his support. But several senior 
administration officials, including Sanders, advised him against doing so." 
https: / / cnn.it/2 JraALw 

WAPO'S Amy Gardner, Josh Dawsey and Seung Min Kim say that Jackson is already telling 
people he might pull out. https://wapo.st/2qZtUb2 

PRUITT'S PROBLEMS ... 

- WAPO'S JULIET EILPERIN, BRADY DENNIS and JOSH DAWSEY: "Scott Pruitt heads 
to Capitol Hill as White House probes signal his shaky status": "On the eve of critical 
hearings on Capitol Hill, top White House officials are intensifying efforts to document 
wasteful spending by Scott Pruitt as President Trump weighs whether to keep supporting his 
controversial [EPA] chief, senior administration officials said Wednesday. According to the 
officials. White House budget director Mick Mulvaney has expanded an inquiry into the 
nearly $43,000 soundproof phone booth Pruitt had installed in his office to cover other 
costly expenditures, including tickets on first-class flights and stays at boutique hotels. 
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"And the White House Counsel's Office is examining allegations of unethical behavior, 
among them Pruitt's decision to rent part of a Capitol Hill condo for $50 a night from a 
lobbyist and her husband, who had business before the agency. EPA staffers are aiding both 
probes, the officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal matters. 
Those investigations signal how uncertain Pruitt's status is within the White House." 
https: / /wapo.st/ 2KeF.qxK 

- ABC'S JOHN SANTUCCI and STEPHANIE EBBS: "Scott Pruitt's prep document of 
'hot topics' ready ahead of congressional hearings": "A source with direct knowledge 
described a document to ABC News called 'hot topics' includes a rough draft of talking points 
for Pruitt as he prepares to field questions from lawmakers. Pruitt's plan ... is for the 
embattled agency head to say he now only flies coach when traveling compared to his costly 
first-class travel in the early days of his time on the job. The document also says he plans to 
address the high priced salary hikes for two of his closest aides that have been by his side 
going back to his Oklahoma days. Pruitt's intention, per the source, is to claim he had no 
knowledge of the raises and pass the blame onto his staff" htt ps: //abcn.ws/2vPLRli 

- EPA has also sent a research document to some Capitol Hill Republican lawmakers 

to push back on the allegations leveled against the administrator in advance of Pruitt's 
testimony. The 23-page document covers "International Travel... One-Bedroom Condo ... 
Threats Against Pruitt... EPA's Protective Service Detail & Spending ... First Class Travel... 
Pruitt's Email Accounts ... Raises to Staff & AD Hiring Authority... Kevin Chmielewski & 
Senate Democrats' Letter." The document http://politi.co/2FIB66O 

THE INVESTIGATIONS ... 

JOSH GERSTEIN: "Michael Cohen to plead 5th Amendment in Stormy Daniels suit": 

"Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump's longtime personal attorney, indicated on 
Wednesday that he planned to assert his Fifth Amendment rights not to testify in connection 
with a pending civil lawsuit brought by a pom star that seeks to void a $130,000 "hush 
money" deal Cohen allegedly cut to try to suppress her story in advance of the 2016 
presidential election. 

"Cohen said in a declaration filed in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles that he planned 
to stay mum in that case because of a series of raids the FBI carried out at his home, office 
and hotel room in New York earlier this month. Executing search warrants, the agents seized 
a wide array of electronic devices and paper records about Cohen's dealings." 
https://politi.co/2 HNsJq1 
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CNN'S KAITLAN COLLINS (@kaitiancollins): "Incredibly significant line from the letter 
the lawyers who are representing President Trump in the Michael Cohen case filed in court 
today - 'Our client will make himself available, as needed, to aid in our privilege review on his 
behalf...'" http://bit.lv/2JviOF;v 

-- WAPO'S BOB COSTA and CAROL LEONNIG: "Giuliani reopens negotiations about 
presidential interview with Mueller, but cautions special counsel that Trump remains 
resistant": "Rudolph W. Giuliani, President Trump's new personal lawyer dealing with the 
ongoing probe into Russian interference in the 2016 election, met with special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III on Tuesday to reopen negotiations for a presidential interview, - 
according to three people familiar with the talks. 

"Giuliani, who joined Trump's legal team last week, conveyed the ongoing resistance of 
Trump and his advisers to an interview with federal investigators, but did not rule out the 
possibility, the people said, adding that Giuliani pressed Mueller for clarity on when the 
probe is expected to end. 

"In response, Mueller reiterated that he would like a chance to ask Trump questions 
about steps he took during the transition and early months of his administration, the people 
said. The special counsel emphasized, as he did in conversations in March with Trump's 
team, that an interview is essential for investigators to understand Trump's intent in making 
key decisions as they seek to wrap up the portion of the probe focused on potential 
obstruction of justice." htt ps://wapo.st/2Jro4a8 

- THE WSJ says Trump's lawyers are trying to see if Mueller has "an 'open mind' about the 
Russia investigation." https://on.\wsj.com/2qZoXiW 

MAGGIE HABERMAN got an interview with Rudy: "In an interview, Mr. Giuliani said that 
his goal in the coming days was to find out where Mr. Mueller stands, particularly as it relates 
to the credibility of James B. Comey, the F.B.I. director whom the president fired in April 
2017. Mr. Comey has been interviewed by Mr. Mueller, and he has been deeply, personally 
critical of the president in his media tour promoting his new memoir. 

"'At this stage of an investigation, it'd be highly unusual to let an ordinary client testify,' 
Mr. Giuliani said. However, he added, 'This isn't an ordinary client. This is the president of 
the United States.' He said that they were trying to assess whether Mr. Mueller 'and his staff 
are truly objective,' particularly in terms of Mr. Comey. 'Obviously, if they've already made up 
their minds, we'd be stupid to do that.'" htt ps://nvti.ms/2vNibWZ 
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POMPEO'S STATE DEPT ... "Trump to Pick Paula Dobriansky for Top State 
Department Job, Sources Say," by Bloomberg's Nick Wadhams: "The Trump 
administration plans to nominate Paula Dobriansky, a senior diplomatic official under 
President George W. Bush, to the top policy job at the State Department, according to three 
people familiar with the decision. 

"Dobriansky, a former special envoy for Northern Ireland and undersecretary of state for 
global affairs, will replace career diplomat Thomas Shannon, who announced his retirement 
earlier this year... Dobriansky [is currently] a senior fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School's 
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs." https://bloom.bg/2JrinsK 

MULVANEY DISMANTLES ... -- "Consumer Bureau Looks to End Public View of 
Complaints Database," by NVT's Stacy Cowley: "Financial companies have worked to 
diminish the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's powers since the day the agency was 
created. Now, they're on the brink of having one of their top demands granted: an end to the 
regulator's public database of complaints about their products and services. Since 2011, the 
bureau has maintained an open, searchable record of more than one million consumer 
reports about inaccurate debt collections, illegal fees, improper overdraft charges, mistakes 
on loans and other problems.... 

"Mick Mulvaney, the bureau's acting director, hinted Tuesday that he would like to end 
that public access. 'I don't see anything in here that says I have to run a Yelp for financial 
services sponsored by the federal government,' he said at a banking industry conference in 
Washington.... Consumer groups argue that taking the database offline would neuter one of 
its core purposes: pushing companies to take complaints more seriously. The move would 
also prevent outsiders, including academic researchers, from using its data." 
https://nvti.ms/2HuidiK 

THE JUICE ... 

- ANDREW SHULT is joining Vice President Mike Pence's communications office as digital 
director. He was Steve Scalise's digital coordinator, and he's an alumnus of the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee. 

-- @ZackFinkNews: "NEW: @Lis_Smith had been hired by Cuomo 2018 and The State 
Democratic Party to do rapid response. Lis is a close friend of @melissadderosa". 

SUNDAY SO FAR ... NBC'S "MEET THE PRESS": James Comey. 
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- "FOX NEWS SUNDAY": Panel: Jason Miller, Rich Lowry and Mo Elleithee. Power Player: 
Kay Cole James. 

THE PRESIDENT has one thing on his schedule today: he's delivering remarks at the 
Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride at 10:30 a.m. 

HAPPENING TODAY - VICE PRESIDENT MIKE PENCE is joining Indian IT company 
Infosys in Indianapolis at 1:15 p.m. today for a major economic development announcement. 
Infosys announced last May a campaign to hire 10,000 Americans over the next two years, 
including 2,000 in Indiana. Pence will be joined at the event by Labor Secretary ALEX 
ACOSTA and Indiana Gov. ERIC HOLCOMB. Ra\d Kumar, president and deputy COO of 
Infosys, will also speak. The tndyStar on the announcement htt ps://indv.st/2LIOSPIT ... 
Livestream http://bit.Iv/2JvALkp 





Learn more aboyt our new series. 
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PHOTO DU JOUR: Veterans Affairs Secretary nominee and White House doctor Ronny Johnson departs front 
the Capitei on April 25, | Aaron P. Bernstesa/Gelty images 

HARASSMENT FILES ... "The Center For American Progress Staff Was Shocked After 
Neera Tanden Named The Anonymous Harassment Victim In An All-Staff Meeting," by 

BuzzFeed's Sarah Mimms: "Two days after BuzzFeed News unveiled allegations of sexual 
harassment and retaliation at one of the nation's top liberal think tanks, the Center for 
American Progress's president, Neera Tanden, met with staff to restore confidence in the 
organization's ability to handle the issue and ensure that employees feel safe. But during the 
meeting Wednesday afternoon, Tanden named the anonymous victim at the center that story 
— a revelation that a CAP spokesperson said was unintentional — and what began as a tense 
meeting became what three staffers in the room described as a textbook example of the 
organization's failures to appropriately handle sexual harassment cases. 

"'There is literally one thing you cannot do in this meeting and that is out the victim and 
Neera did it multiple times...It also destroys whatever small level of confidence in the system 
remained,' one CAP employee who was in the room said in a text to BuzzFeed News.... 

"in a statement to BuzzFeed News, a CAP spokesperson said that Tanden 
'unintentionally said the complainant's first name in the meeting today, and immediately and 
profusely apologized for it.' 'She feels awful that it happened and that the victim's negative 
experience was compounded; she also expressed that the victim's actions in coming forward 
were courageous. Neera's horror was very evident in the meeting,' the spokesperson said." 
https://bzfd.it/2qZvtGS ... BuzzFeed's original story on harassment at CAP 
https: / /bzfd.it/2livQgMo 

****** A message from AARP: POLITICO'S "The Deciders" series will explore who the 50- 
plus voter is, what motivates them, and how they are reshaping politics. The series will also 
include narrative and photojournalism from POLITICO Magazine in key battleground states. 
Presented by AARP. Stay informed . ****** 

SPY GAMES ~ "Behind a Roadside Hit in Malaysia, Israeli-Palestinian Intrigue," by 

NYT's Hannah Beech in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Ronen Bergman in Lima, Peru: "Fadi 
al-Batsh... always had a smile for his friends and students in the seven years since he moved 
to Malaysia from his native Gaza. On Saturday, as he walked outside his apartment building 
in suburban Kuala Lumpur, he was gunned down in a hail of at least 14 bullets by two men on 
a motorcycle. It was the Palestinian man's undercover job — as what intelligence officials 
described as a technology expert for the military wing of the Gaza-based Hamas movement — 
that had put him in the cross hairs. 
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"Malaysian officials said the attackers were 'most likely born in the Middle East or in the 
West' but would not directly say who they thought was behind the killing. Mr. Batsh's family 
blamed Mossad, the Israeli spy agency. That claim has been confirmed by Middle Eastern 
intelligence officials, who said the killing was part of a broader operation ordered by the 
Mossad chief, Yossi Cohen, to dismantle a Hamas project that sends Gaza's most promising 
scientists and engineers overseas to gather know-how and weaponry to fight Israel." 
https://nvti.ms/2FizdaP 

MEDIAWATCH - "Tina Brown wants no part of Charlie Rose's #MeToo redemption 

series," by N.Y. Post's Ian Mohr: "Disgraced CBS anchor Charlie Rose is being slated to star 
in a show where he'll interview other high-profile men who have also been toppled by 
#MeToo scandals. The move was revealed by editor, writer and women's advocate Tina 
Brown, who confirmed to Page Six that she was recently approached to produce a #MeToo 
atonement series starring Rose, who would interview others embroiled in sexual harassment 
scandals.... Said a source: 'Tina said she'd just been e-mailed about co-hosting a new show 
with Charlie Rose, in which they'd interview Louis C.K., Matt Lauer' and others caught up in 
the #MeToo sexual harassment scandals. Brown explained to the group that she was having 
none of it, and remarked, 'These guys are already planning their comebacks!"' 
https://pge.sx/2HvfDti 


PLAYBOOKERS 


SPOTTED last night at the Trump Hotel: Jason Miller and his wife Kelly, Kaelan Dorr, Boris 
Epshteyn, Steven Cheung, Andrew Hemming, Andrew Giuliani, and Richard Grinnell. 

SPOTTED at the Internet Association gala last night in the Union Station's East Hall: Sen. 
Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), Michael Beckerman, Brian Chesky, 
Clark Stevens, Brian Huseman, Fred Humphries, Pablo Chavez, Niki Christoff, Susan 
Molinari, Erin Egan, Reps. Dave Schweikert (R-Ariz.), Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) and Matt 
Gaetz (R-Fla.), Melissa Froelich, Will Dunham, Cort Bush, Narda Jones, Sam Love, Scarlet 
Doyle, Joey Wender, Jayme White, Matthew L. Sandgren, Crystal Tully, Robin Colwell, David 
Goldman, Kelley Hudak, Jeff Wieand, and Winter Casey. 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD - Eli Miller, chief of staff at Treasury, and Jenna Miller, 

teacher at Beauvoir, the National Cathedral Elementary School, on Wednesday welcomed a 
baby boy, Nathaniel David Miller. "Arrived 4:20 p.m. Sibley Hospital. 7 lbs 10 oz. 20.5 inches. 
Brother Henry is so excited." 
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TRANSITION - Randy DeValk is joining the Glover Park Group's government relations 
practice as a managing director. He served six years in the Obama administration as a 
counselor to the WH office of legislative affairs and as a counselor to Treasury Secretaries 
Tim Geithner and Jack Lew. 

REMEMBERING PETE PETERSON - Poolreport: "There was an tribute to the life of former 
Nixon Commerce Secretary, Blackstone founder, and national debt fighting icon Pete 
Peterson [Wednesday] at the Riverside Church in New York City... Speakers included Bill 
Clinton, Henry Kissinger, Diane Sawyer, Leslie Gelb, and Peterson Foundation CEO Michael 
Peterson. Attendees included titans of industry and politics and culture including Steve 
Schwarzman, Paul Volcker, Hank Greenberg, Peggy Noonan, Bob Rubin, George 
Stephanopoulos and Ali Wentworth." 

BIRTHWEEK (was yesterday): Alejandra Cancino, a reporter at the non-profit investigative 
news organization Better Government Association (hat tip: Lydia Mulvany) 

BIRTHDAY OF THE DAY: Ryan Donovan, chief advocacy officer at the Credit Union 
National Association. A fun fact about Ryan: "When I was in high school, I was a leader of 
an on-line effort to keep the Internet provider. Prodigy, from charging $.25 per email sent 
through their system. They eventually backed down. So, I helped keep email free." Read his 
Playbook Plus Q&A: https:/ /pollti.co/2vM.g;dVc 

BIRTHDAYS: Melania Trump is 48 ... Larry Grisolano of AKPD Message and Media ... Luke 
Frans ... Suzy George, COO of the ONE Campaign (h/t Ben Chang)... Politico's Colin Wilhelm 
... Cherie Deogracias ... Karas Gross, deputy director of the House Rules Committee, is 36 ... 
Toby Tyler ... Domenico Montanaro ... Russell Goldman, Hong Kong-based senior editor for 
the NYT... Ben Fishel, senior publicist for media relations at NPR... John Leganski, floor 
director for House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, is 27... Emily Schultheis, 2017-18 
Robert Bosch fellow (h/t Byron Tau)... E&E News' Cecelia Smith-Schoenwalder ... Ebbie 
Yazdani is 29 ... Jared Sawyer, deputy assistant secretary for financial institutions policy at 
Treasury... WSJ's Eliot Brown ... WaPo's Paulina Firozi... Chris Curry, senior associate at 
Dewey Square Group ... Nicole Elkon... Sery Kim... Conor Gaughan is 38 ... Matt DeLuca, 
senior adviser at AARP ... Ben Schwerin, VP of partnerships at Snapchat (h/t brother Josh)... 

... Shana Teehan, comms. director for Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas)... Rep. Niki Tsongas (D- 
Mass.) is 72 ... Rep. Rod Blum (R-Iowa) is 63 ... Michael Kalmans of Rising Tide Interactive 
(h/t Shelby Lipson)... Meagan McCanna ... Joe Paolino, former Providence mayor and 
former U.S. ambassador to Malta ... Jay Howser, Democratic media consultant at Shorr 
Johnson Magnus, is 41. He's celebrating with a quick trip to Miami (h/t Thad Inge)... Jessica 
Schneider, Justice correspondent for CNN (h/t Mitchell Rivard)... Beth Gage ... Tricia Coates 
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(h/ts Jon Haber)... Graham Rotenberg, analyst at Hamilton Place Strategies and proud 
Toronto native (h/t Savannah Haeger)... Nick Penniman, founder and CEO of Issue One ... 
George Wenschhof... Justin M. Bibb ... Jackson Richman of UR... DCCC alum Alex Morgan 
... Kayla Bakshi... Lisa Hanna ... Kristi Stone Hamrick... Renee Korgood (h/t Jonathan 
Goldman)... Seth Amgott... Melissa Neal... Jon Rice ... Bret Mills ... Mare Chapman ... John 
Adashek (h/ts Teresa Vilmain)... Aixin Wang 

****** ^ message from AARP: In partnership with AARP, POLITICO'S "The Deciders" series 
will integrate original polling, data analysis, and cutting-edge data visualization tools, to 
provide important insights about the 50+ voter. The series will also include narrative and 
photojournalism from POLITICO Magazine in key battleground states. Learn more . ****** 

SUBSCRIBE to the Playbook family: POLITICO Playbook http://politi.co/ 2 l 0 swbh ... 
Playbook Power Briefing htt p://politi.co/2xuOiq h... New York Playbook 
http://politi.co/lONSbq W... Florida Playbook http://politi.co/iOypFeQ ... New Jersey 
Playbook http://politi.co/iHLKltF ... Massachusetts Playbook htt p://politi.co/iNhtq Rv... 
Illinois Playbook htt p://politi.co/1N7uRsb ... California Playbook htt p://politi.co/2bLvcPl 
... London Playbook htt p://politi.co/2xfDPuK ... Brussels Playbook 
http://politi.co/iFZeLcw ... All our political and policy tipsheets 
http:/ /politi.co /iM 7 RUbX 
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Sent: 7/19/2018 7:52:46 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 
Subject: Daily Clips, 7/19/2018 

Acting Administrator Wheeler 

Wire - Wheeler I'alks Aboui: Risks, but C/ritics Say He’s Ignoring I'hem 
Politico - W-lieeler to i:est:itY before senat:e environment committee Aug, i 

Administrator Pruitt 

Politico •• Eli^A. staJT worned aliout toxic chemical exoosure — for lEuitt 

.R. 

Washington Post •• EIEP career olSciaJs raised concerns about orice tae lior lEuitPs 2017 Italv trit:) 

....j... 

Air Pollution 

E&Ei - Texas pounces as EP.A finds San Antonio in ozone nonattainm e nt 

Animal Testing 

llie li/aiJy Ealier ■■ Scoop: I.,awmakers demand inE> on 'horrific and inhumane animal testing' at EPA. 

Budget 

Politico •• White House criticizes interior-EPA hinditig but: slxios sliort ot veto thrcsat 
..*. 

Politico ■■ House clears intenor-Environment minibus loaded with nolicv rides 
Washington Examiner: iHoiise ignores drurnp's push to slash EPA spending 

Coal Ash 

ABE Ntivvs -- P'P.A (jive States More Flexibilitv ts;> Reaulate Sites Storina: dbxic Eoai Ash 

.-A... 

AiiC;. Nj;;\v s; El rr^/s E]/A ri:di s.j;)ack. C)];iairia-era..a;)ai ax h re^^ 

'Phe Philadelphia 'rnbune - EPA Rolls Back Obama--era Coal Ash Regujarions 

Power - EPA Finalizes First Set ot Coal Ash Rule Revisions 

Glider Truck Court Decision 

Popular Science -- 'Glider Trucks' are Pollution Machines, but 'Ihey Might Roil Past EPA Regnlanons 
Reuters: U,S, court blocks EPA decision not to enforce 'alider tmck' limits 
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Acting Administrator Wheeler 

Climate Wire 

^X'^leeler Talks About Risks, but Critics Say He's Ignoring Them 
https: / /www.eenews.net/ climatewire/stories /1060089577 
Posted: July 19*, 2018 By: Niina Heikkinen 

Andrew WheeleriiiSaySi hbswants to improve how EPA communicates risk, but critics' pontend thessagencyls actions 
are sendihgTh:eioppi|i|||m||||ge;i|Q; the public! 

EPAIsthldSiEili!|lldiiiiisStor 'told ataff last week his "most important" goal is 'tq bettekiii|laiiliiiii|iiiiiBlli 

llsiiiiliilidiiiii 

Opponents of the Tmmp EPA say VCdieeler's public commitment contrasts to agency actions taken by ex-EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt in recent months. That includes Pruitt's proposal to change how the agency develops 
mles to regulate pollutants, which critics argue would undermine assessments of public health risks. They say the 
agency is also using its authority to take more limited action to restrict harmful pollutants like toxic chemicals. 

"I think there is something mildly ironic about his singling out risk communication, when he has just finished his 
tenure working for a principal in Scott Pruitt, who has all but rebranded FIP A as an agency hostile to science," said 
Joseph Goffman, a former top official in the Obama EPA who's now executive director of Hansard Law School's 
Plnvironmental Law Program. 

"It's a classic bait-and-switch move for an administration that is hell-bent and determined never to impose an 
obligation on industry to ever do anything on pollution," he added. 

\)('Tieeler comes into EPA as acting administrator after months of turmoil, where the agency's work was often 
overshadowed by news reports of exorbitant spending and ethical missteps from the former administrator. 
XKdaeeler's emphasis on improving risk communication after major events is seen by some agency obsen^ers as a 
public relations effort to help restore trust in the agency. 

At tlae same time, the temporary head of the agency is tasked with advancing Pruitt's plans to shift which research 
can go into mlemaking, and alter how the costs of imposing mles are weighed against their environmental and 
public health benefits. Those changes are deeply unpopular with scientific, public health and environmental groups, 
whose leaders accuse EPA of undermining public health and environmental benefits of curtailing various pollutants, 
including greenhouse gases. 

In April, Pruitt put out a draft proposal to require studies to make their methods and data publicly available if they 
were to be included in drafting new regulations. "The aim of Pmitfs proposal is to mislead the public about tlae 
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risks they face by censoring the science that would show the risks they face from chemicals in the environment," 
said Natural Resources Defense Council attorney John Walke. 

The policy could affect the EPA rewrite of President Obama's Clean Power Plan. In a proposed repeal of the rule, 
EPA said that tlie previous administration had justified writing the rule limiting greenhouse gas emissions from 
power plants by pointing to the health benefits of reductions in other pollutants as additional or a co-benefit of the 
mle. The proposed repeal also suggested using a higher threshold for when to consider particulate matter harmful 
to human health (Climatewire, March 26). 

Also in April, Pmitt submitted a separate proposal to change how the agency considers the costs compared with the 
benefits of putting in place rules to regulate pollutants. This second proposal complements what some Republicans 
refer to as the "secret science rule" to overhaul science in rulemaking. Instead of preventing science from being 
included in studies, revising cost-benefit analyses can say it isn't valid to put a dollar value on the "co-benefits" of 
reducing pollutants like fine particles that are not the direct focus of the regulation, according to Walke. 

Asked about the criticisms leveled against the Tmmp EPi|: an agency spokesman reiterated Wheeler's intent to put 
greater focus on public health. 

"As Acting Administrator Wheeler has made clear, Americans describe to understand environmental and hazardous: 
risks to their communities. EPA must do its due diligence in making sure the public has all the facts to afoid any 
potential dangers," press secretary James Hewitt said in an emailed statement. 

E.PA isn't just looking at ways to revise how it develops rules, it is also limiting the way it uses the regulations it 
already has to control pollutants. Environmental groups point specifically to the way EPA has undercut Congress' 
2016 amendments to the Toxic Substances Control Act, a bill tliat at the time passed with strong bipartisan support. 
The purpose of the updated rule was to broaden the way the federal government evaluated the risk of harm from 
chemical exposure, from focusing on exposure in an isolated environment like the workplace, to an approach tliat 
looked at cumulative exposure risk throughout daily life. EIPA was also supposed to pay attention not just to how 
these chemicals would affect the general public, but also the effects on especially vulnerable populations, like 
workers who manufacture chemicals or individuals who live in areas where they are subject to much higher than 
average levels of chemical exposure. 

"The industry was concerned about EPA doing tliese robust assessments because the more exposures you consider, 
the more likely it will not be safe and some level of regulation would be needed," said Richard Denison, a lead 
senior scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund. 

Since the beginning of the Tmmp administration, the agency has failed to embrace this reformed approach and 
taken steps to limit its own authority to regulate the first chemicals it had begun to consider under TSCA, according 
to Denison. 

"EPA has — in almost every action it has taken — has narrowed the risks it will look at," he said. 

It has also stalled action to limit the use of chemicals the agency had previously deemed harmful. (3ne example is 
control of trichloroethylene, or TCE, a known carcinogen that is highly neurotoxic and can cause harm to 
developing fetuses and infants, said Denison. 

Several years ago, the agency had proposed a ban for tw.m aerosolized uses of the chemical, as a spot cleaner in drj^ 
cleaning and as a degreasing agent. Under the Tmmp adirilllktiration, the proposed bans have stalled, and EPA has 
stated it will redo the analysis of TCE. "We are probably set back by five years or more by FT A," said Denison. 

In addition to these regulatory^ changes, EPA also set new mles for who could participate on its science advison^ 
boards, preventing individuals receiving FTA grants from participating, Goffman said. 

"With that legacy — which directly undermines the agency's credibility — it's hard to see how he [Wheeler] w^ould 
see the agency would be positioned in the public's mind as a credible source of information about public healtli 
risk," he said. 

Goffman suggested Mdieeler's latest announcement was an effort to distance himself from Pmitt. 
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"But if that's the case, then this is a glaring example of the soft bigotry of low expectations," Goffman said. He 
added that the George W. Bush administration took a similar tack by publicizing its commitment to enforcement, 
"as if that alleviated their obligation to expand public health protection through regulation." 

"It's as if risk communication is elevated, as if it's an adequate substitute for expanding public health protections," 
he said. 

Walke said there is still a question of how Wheeler could reconcile "honest risk communication" with EPA's 
regulatory reforms. He also noted one way Wheeler had already failed to accurately communicate risk — in talking 
about climate change. 

"WTaeeler's startling refusal to identify human activities as the dominant cause of climate change, contrary to the 
National Climate Assessment, is an alarming failure to communicate climate risks accurately and honestly with the 
public," said Walke. 

Politico 

VCdieeler to testify before senate environment committee Aug. 1 
https://subscnber.politicopro.com/energ? 

Posted: July 19, 2018 at 10:21am By: Alex Guillen 

Acting PIPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler will testify before the Senate Elnvironment and Public Works 
Committee on Aug. 1, Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) announced today. 

“He told me that our committee was first on his list,” Barrasso said before the start of a nominations hearing. 

“I'm Tom Carper, and I approve this message,” quipped ranking member Tom Carper (D-Del.), who had long 
pressed for Pruitt to testify again. 

Former Administrator Scott Pmitt was slated to appear before the committee sometime in August before he 
resigned earlier this month. Barrasso said the timing was worked out to allow for at least some probes into Pmitt by 
FlPA’s inspector general to wrap up first. It is not clear whetlner any IG reports on Pmitt will be out before Wheeler 
appears before the committee. 

VIHAT’S NEXT: Wheeler will testify before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on Aug. 1. 

Administrator Pruitt 


Politico 

EPA staff worried about toxic chemical exposure — for Pmitt 
htt p s: // www. p olitico.eom/story/201 8/ 07 / 1 9/ scott-pfuitt- formaldehyde-epa- 698084 
Posted: July 19*, 2018 @ 1:37pm By: Annie Snider 

EPA Administrator Scott Pmitt's staff sought to protect him from exposure to toxic formaldehyde from an office 
desk last year, emails show — just months before his top political aides blocked the release of a report on health 
dangers from the same chemical. 

In the spring of 2017, as Pmitt was finishing the more than $9,500 redecoration of his office, a top career official in 
the administrator's office noticed a California warning that one of tlie ornate desks their boss wanted contained 
formaldehyde, which the state classifies as a carcinogen. It's unclear whether Pmitt ultimately ordered that desk as 
part of the renovation —which included artwork from the Smithsonian, framed photographs of Pmitt and 
President Donald Tmmp and a standing "captain's" desk — but the documents show that his staff took steps to 
protect Pmitt from exposure to the chemical. 
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After seeing the warning, acting deputy chief of staff Reginald Allen reached out to Wendy Cleland-Hamnett, the 
career official then serving as acting head of EPA's toxic chemicals office, according to emails released to the group 
American Oversight under the Freedom of Information Act and shared with POLITICO. 

"Sorry to bother you with this but we need some help. The desk the Administrator wants for his office from 
jTmazon has a California Proposition 65 warning. What I am asking is can someone in your area tell us whether it is 
OK to get this desk for the Administrator related to the warning?" Allen wrote April 7 to Cleland-Hamnett and 
another career official in the office, referring to a California state chemicals law. 

Cleland-Hamnett replied explaining that the desk was likely made of compressed wood in which formaldehyde is 
frequently used as a glue. Although an EPA regulation limiting formaldehyde emissions from such products had 
been put on hold by the Tmmp administration, the state of California regulates formaldehyde in such products, 
meaning the air emissions from the desk were "likely to be fine," Cleland-Hamnett wrote. 

However, she suggested letting the desk sit somewhere other than the administrator's office to air out for a few 
days. Administrative personnel appeared to make plans to have the desk assembled at a warehouse and left there for 
a week, when the highest concentrations of formaldehyde are usually emitted. 

The email exchange about the desk last spring took place just months before top aides to Pmitt took steps to block 
a healtli assessment produced by another division within the agency that found the levels of formaldehyde that 
many Americans breathe in daily are linked with leukemia, nose-and-throat cancer and other ailments. The 
chemicals industry^ has fought the assessment, which could prompt federal and state regulators to issue new 
restrictions on the chemical, and could lead to class-action lawsuits. 

POLITICO reported last month that Pruitt aides, including chief of staff Ryan Jackson and l^chard Yamada, a top 
official in the agency's Office of Research and Development, blocked the report from going through necessary 
internal review steps, effectively preventing it from being made public. 

Austin Evers, executive director of American Oversight, the watchdog group that obtained the emails, said the 
emails fit into the pattern of perk-seeking that led to Pmitf s downfall. 

“You can add 'E,PA chemical safety science' to the list of taxpayer funded benefits that Scott Pruitt kept for himself. 
The irony would be comical if this wasn't so dangerous. Months before Scott Pruitt blocked the EPA's report on 
the dangers of formaldehyde to public health, he got the benefit of FiPA's safety experts looking out for his own 
health," Evers said in a statement. 


Cleland-Hamnett retired last year. Allen, who had objected to other spending and travel by Pmitt, was reassigned to 
a job outside the agency tliis spring, E&E News reported at the time. 


Washington Post 

E,PA career officials raised concerns about price tag for Pmitt’s 2017 Italy trip 

https: / /www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/epa-career-orfictals-raised-concerns-about-price-iag- 

fQr-pruitts-2017-italy-tnp/2018/07/18/05d00718-8924-lle8-8aea- 

86e88ae760d8 s tor y .htmlPut m t erm—.4427c5ff4 8be 

Posted: July 19*, 2018 @ 7:00am By: Juliet Eiperin and Brady Dennis 
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Career officials at the Environmental Protection Agency raised concerns about then-Administrator Scott Pruitt’s 
move to book an expensive plane ticket to Italy and the involvement of non-E.S. officials in planning his trip, 
according to documents obtained by The Washington Post 

Hundreds of pages of new emails the EPA provided in recent weeks to the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee shed new light on the extent to which Pruitt’s personal preferences drove travel planning and 
created friction within the agency before he resigned earlier this month. 

The committee’s probe is one of numerous investigations into Pruitt’s ethical and management decisions that have 
continued even after his departure. 

Committee spokeswoman Amanda Thompson declined to comment on the new documents, writing in an email, 
“The Committee will wait until the conclusion of our investigation to release or comment on our findings.” 

The former administrator’s Italy trip, which cost taxpayers at least $120,000, has attracted scrutiny because of its 
high price tag. The then-administrator spent just 24 hours on the ground in Bologna attending a summit of Group 
of Seven environment ministers, which was the stated purpose of the trip. 

Emails from April 2017 chart how Pruitt and his wife, Marlyn, requested that aides book business-class tickets out 
of New York City to Rome on Delta Air Lines — Pruitt’s preferred earner. In response, EPA travel coordinator 
Gail Davis questioned Pruitt’s need to sit in business class and travel out of New York City. 

E.P A officials initially explored whether Marlyn Pruitt could attend tine trip as a member of the U.S. delegation to 
the G-7, according to three current and fonner agency staffers. In that case, the federal government would have 
covered her costs. But that option did not materialize, and she did not make the trip. 

Davis, citing federal mles on when officials can travel in business class, wrote to then-deputy director for scheduling 
and advance Millan Hupp, “I cannot upgrade unless the flight is over [14] hours and no rest stop.” 

Three days later, Davis informed Hupp, a political appointee, that if Pruitt went ahead and departed from New 
York but flew on American Airlines, the official government carrier, it would be much less expensive. 

Davis used bold lettering to underscore the point that flying Delta out of John F. Kennedy Airport would cost 
about $3,000 more than flying American out of Washington. 

“The Delta flight is a noncontract carrier and is ($4,690.96 coach class fare),” Davis wrote, adding that “there will of 
course need to be a justification for the $3,000 difference” and why the administrator would not leave from his 
“duty station.” 

According to two individuals familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal 
agency deliberations, Pmitt wanted to depart from New York to travel on a nonstop Delta flight to Rome. 

By the time Pmitt left for Italy in early June, the head of his protective detail had drafted a memo saying that he 
needed to fly in business or first class as a security precaution. As a result, Pruitt’s round-trip ticket to Italy cost 
$7,003.52. That price tag does not include the $36,068.50 military flight Pmitt took from Cincinnati to JFK after 
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attending an infrastreictLire event with President Trump right before his overseas trip. The military jet was approved 
at the time by ethics officials. 

According to the new documents, a week before his departure, Pmitt’s security- officials mapped out a much 
cheaper Delta itinerary from Cincinnati to Rome with a connection in Paris. The former administrator did not opt 
for that route. 

Pmitt could not be reached for comment Wednesd^llihdiliidiSEI^ to respond to a request for comment 

on the matter. 

The new documents also highlight the integral role Leonard Leo played in orchestrating the Rome portion ot 
Pmitf s trip. Leo sen-ed as executive vice president of the conservative Federalist Society until taking a temporary^ 
leave to advise Trump on Supreme Court nominations. 

EPA staffers traded schedules with Leo’s aide, Maria Marshall, coordinating when the twm men would be together. 
Numerous events on draft itineraries, including private Vatican tours and unannounced dining meetings, were 
labeled “arranged by Leonard Leo.” Among them; a private tour of the Vatican Library and the Scavi, a private 
mass, and multiple private meals at upscale restaurants. 

None of tlie private tours and meals that Pmitt attended during his time in Rome were disclosed at the time by the 
EPA. References to Leo’s involvement were not included in the official calendar documents that the EPA later 
produced in response to Freedom of Information Act requests. 

In one instance in late May 2017, a representative at the U.S. Embassy in Rome wrote to EPA staffers: “Can 
someone reach out to Mr. Leo’s staff and get contact information? [Regional security officer] needs more details 
about the entrances we’ll use.” 

Soon after, EPA:Oftice i;pf Regional and Bilateral Affairs Director Mark Kasman wrote to Hupp:p‘'MilIan, can you 
connect Mr. Leo’s :staff to the Regional Security Officer in Rome to avoid any mishaps?” 

In another instance, Marshall consulted with Hupp on the movements of Pmitt and his top aides, adding, “Can you 
please confirm the names of everyone attending the lunches, tours and dinners?” 

“1 will get you the attendee list for each event asap,” Hupp replied. 

At one point, Pmitf s appointees removed a career official from an email chain to make it clear tliey would “make 
significant changes” to the itineraries created by the career staff, as well as for a visit to Israel — a trip that later was 
canceled. 

And on at least one occasion, Kasman insisted that U.S. officials be made aware of Pmitf s gatherings with Leo in 
Rome — meetings to which Kasman and Jane Nishida, the head of tine FlP A’s (3ffice of International and Tribal 
Affairs, were not invited. 

“Leonard Leo’s assistant just sent this over,” Kevin Chmielewski, then the EPA’s deputy^ chief of staff for 
operations, wrote Kasman on May 11, the documents show. He attached an email from Leo’s assistant, in which 
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she said she had “combined the two schedules” for Pruitt and Leo into a single document. “Your events are in red, 
mine are in black and questions are bold. Please advise.” 

Kasman replied to Chmielewski, asking whether a certain private lunch involving Pruitt and Leo was still on. “If 
so,” he wrote, “we need to let the Embassy know.” 

The events Leo arranged for Pruitt squeezed out official ones that U.S. Embassy staff had set up for the trip, 
including one with a group dedicated to removing Rome’s graffiti as well one focused on sustainable packaging. 

“I know this is a blow for the Embassy team,” Kasman wrote in a May 31 email to U.S. Embassy staff, informing 
the group that Pmitt had opted to do a roundtable event with American business leaders instead of attending the 
sustainable packaging event. “Please let me know if there is anything Jane [Nishida] and I can do to help with 
damage control.” 

Air Pollution 


E&E News 

Texas pounces as EPA finds San Antonio in ozone nonattainment 
https:/ /www.eenews.net/eenewspm/201807/18/stones/1060089539 
Posted: July 18, 2018 By: Amanda Reilly 

E.PA today announced a final decision to find the San ^Mitonio area out of compliance with the 2015 ozone 
standard, prompting swift criticism from an unlikely source: the state of Texas. 

The/agei|cy/siaidiliiiSdipCounty,:::Where the Texas city is located, is in marginal nonattainmehigilh/lii/ijibilil 
limit of 70 ■ pafIsi'pef: i billiin. 

While marginal nonattainment is the least serious level of noncompliance, the classification means the area will be 
subject to Clean Mr Act permitting requirements. Under the law, the area is required to attain the standard within 
tlaree years. 

"We look forward to supporting Texas as they work to improve air quality and foster economic opportunity^'' acting 
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler said in a statement. 

He added:"Information provided by the state indicates; that the; San Antonio area is on the path to-ward attainment^ 
and we expect Bexar County will be able to demonstrate: that it; meets the standard well in advance of tlie attainment 
date in 2021." 

Wdieeler signed the final rule yesterday. It will be published in the Federal Register in the near future, which will 
start a 60-day clock for it to become effective. 

A key component of smoggy air, ozone is formed when nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds react in 
the presence of sunlight. In 2015, the Obama administration tightened the standard from 75 ppb to 70 ppb. 
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Under the law, EPA had until October 2017 to name areas of the countrj^ that don't comply with the Obama-era 
limit. After the agency missed the cutoff, a federal district court in California set a July 2017 deadline for EPA to 
finish its work. 

The San Antonio decision, which is part of the last of three rounds of designations, has been particularly 
contentious (Greenwire, April 6, 2015). 

Texas officials last September abmptly switched their recommendation for Bexar Count)^ from "nonattainment" to 
"unclassifiable/attainment." 

Republican Texas Gov. Greg Abbott had pushed EPA to give the booming growth hub some slack and allow the 
area to meet the 70-ppb limit "without federal intervention" (Greenwire, May 18). 

The Texas Council on Environmental Quality today slammed the decision to name the area in nonattainment, 
saying that it could have "a negative impact on economic growth and citizens in Bexar County for decades to 
come." 

"The PIPA had the discretion to support Governor Abbott's recommendation, but chose to designate Bexar County 
as nonattainment," TCEQ said in a statement. "The EPA's blatant disregard for Cooperative Federalism in not 
supporting Governor Abbott's recommendation shows the disconnect between states and Washington D.C." 

Local air quality monitors, however, show ozone measurements above tlie 70-ppb thresholds, according to the final 
mle released today. 

Ihihis stafement|||lii|i|i|iaid the pending closure of a coal-fired power plant and anal||i|i|ii|if)|iiilidlitdf 
internatiohal ehSiSSibhs iwpuld "help ensure that implementation of this standard has minimal bhrliliflpifbconomie: 
developmefit.'': 

EPA named seven other Texas counties in compliance with the standard. They are: Atascosa, Bandera, Comal, 
Guadalupe, Kendall, Medina and Wilson counties. 

Janice Nolen, national assistant vice president for policy at the American Lung Association, said that she was 
encouraged with the decision on Bexar County but that the agency should have included all eight Texas counties. 

"We had urged EPA to include them all because of the commuting patterns and other things that contribute to 
pollution in Bexar County," she said. "Just having Bexar County only greatly narrows the area tliat should be part ot 
the planning approach to meeting the standard." 

"It really means," she added, "that Bexar County has a lot to shoulder in terms of cleaning up sources that are local 
without having the ability to address them effectively with these other counties in the metropolitan area." 

The American Lung Association was among the groups that filed suit over EPA's delay in issuing the ozone 
designations. 

Animal Testing 

- ; - 
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The Daily Caller 

Scoop: Lawmakers demand info on ‘horrific and inhumane animal testing at ERA 

l]jaPiZi'd;aM}LitilehL20lZ2iil8zinzJ.9Zanimal::testi|ig::gaa/ 

Posted: July 19,2018 at 1:10pm By: Michael Bastasch 

A bipartisan group of lawmakers want the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to hand over information on 
animal testing at the agency’s North Carolina-based laboratory. 

Six lawmakers — tlaree Republicans and three Democrats — sent a letter to the EPA on Thursday, demanding 
information on the cost and extent of agency-mn animal tests, including costs and how many animals are used. 

Animal testing at EPA’s National Elealth and Environmental Effects Research Laboraton^ (NHEERL) “likely costs 
taxpayers millions of dollars each year, and their relevance to humans, as EPA has often acknowledged, is dubious 
at best,” lawmakers led by Florida Republican Rep. Alatt Gaetx wrote to ETA Acting Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler. 

“Details about many of these projects are scarce, thus, we are very interested in learning more about the EPA’s 
current in-house animal testing,” reads the letter, a copy of which was obtained by The Daily Caller News 
Foundation. 

Lawmakers’ letter comes in the wake of a DCNF report that EPA’s animal testing facility used about 20,000 animals 
a year, including rodents, rabbits and fish. That estimate is based on figures reviewed by the group White Coat 
Waste Project, which opposes taxpayer funding for animal testing. 

“ETA’s wasteful spending on misleading and bizarre animal testing is out of control,” Gaetz said in an emailed 
statement to TheDCNF. 

The EPA published the results of at least 20 animal exposure studies in the past two years, many of which exposed 
lab rats to high concentrations of air pollutants the agency claims can be deadly to humans. (RELATED: The Battle 
To Repeal An Obama-ETa Regulation On Trucks Heats Up) 

“The American people’s tax dollars should not be spent on torturing animals: forcing them to eat lard, electro- 
shocking them, and pumping tmck exhaust into their noses,” Gaetz said. 

“This is horrific and inhumane. Cost-effective and cruelty-free alternatives to these tests exist, and I hope the EPA 
will prioritize these alternatives in the future,” he added. 

^Animal testing has brought about scientific and medical advances. For example, vaccines for polio and other 
diseases were developed with animal testing, according to the American Association for Laboratory" Animal Science. 

However, critics have pointed out that testing air pollution is problematic, in particularly with rats. For example, 
researchers have to force air pollutants down the throats of rats since they can change their breathing patterns to 
keep particulates and other substances out. 

The Trump administration’s 2019 budget proposal calls for slashing NHEERL’s funding from |115 million to $71 
million, and House lawmakers are pushing an EPA appropriations bill that targets animal testing at tlie agency. 
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.EPA released a draft policy in March to promote alternative testing metliods to reduce the use of animals in 
scientific studies as part of chemical safety legislation passed in 2016. Gaetz and White Coast Waste, however, want 
to go further and zero-out federal funding for animal testing. 

“A supermajorityf ot American taxpayers on botli sides of the aisle oppose EPA’s expensive, irrelevant and outdated 
animal testing and we applaud Congressman Gaetz and his colleagues for their bipartisan action to reduce this waste 
and abuse and promote real science that protects taxpayers, animals, and the environment,” Justin Goodman, 'V^-Tiite 
Coast Waste’s vice president of advocacy and public policy, told TheDCNF. 

Budget 

Politico 

White House criticizes interior-EPA funding but stops short of veto threat 
htt | ?s: / ' / subscriber.poIiticopro.com / enet gy 
Posted: July 18, 2018 at 3:46pm at Annie Snider 

The president's advisers said they "appreciate" the timeliness of the funding measure for EPA, the Interior 
Department and other agencies being considered by the House this week, but called out a number of areas of 
disagreement with the measure in a statement this afternoon. 

In its Statement of Administration Policy for H.R. 6147 (115) the White House stopped short of a veto threat, but 
expressed frustration with funding the measure would offer for programs slated for reductions or elimination in the 
president's budget. The Interior-EPA portion of the "minibus" measure, alone, offers roughly 25 percent more to 
the agencies than the Trump administration's budget blueprint did. 

The Wliite House advisers praised the inclusion of funding for water infrastructure through EPA's state revolving- 
funds and Water Infrastnicture Finance and Innovation Act credit program, and w^elcomed tlie measure's funding 
for energy development. National Park Service maintenance and wildfire response. But they raised concerns about 
funding for Interior land acquisition programs and EPA watershed programs. They also criticized EPA funding for 
grants to states, called categorical grants, which are broadly popular in Congress. 

"Reductions to these grants would reduce Federal funding for State activities that go beyond statutory mandates, 
and would encourage a rebalancing of environmental program funding between Federal and State resources," the 
statement says. 

The X^diite House said the administration "looks forw^ard to working with the Congress" as the appropriations 
process moves forw^ard. 

WHAT'S NEIXT: The House is expected to vote on final passage of the funding nieasure Thursday 

Politico 

House clears Interior-Environment minibus loaded with policy rides 
https: / /sulisaiber.poiitico p ro.corn/ener gy/ whiteboar d 
Posted: July 19,2018 at 11:13am 

Law^makers today passed their second minibus spending package H.R. 6147 (115) complete with its fiscal 2019 
Interior-Environment title. 

The vote was 217 to 199, with 15 Republicans voting against the package, which also had Financial Services and 
General Government titles. 
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Passage comes after the chamber spent the better part of two days adding policy riders to the package that would 
block implementation of tine Obama-era PIPA methane rule, restrict certain PLndangered Species Act listings and 
block the use of the social cost of carbon in federal mlemakings, among others. 

The House’s approach is markedly different than the Senate where lawmakers have refused so far to attach 
controversial policy riders that have tripped up spending bill negotiations previously. 


Washington Examiner 

House ignores Trump's push to slash EPA spending 

ht1JAPiZW5vw,w:ashingtt)riexarrmia:.(;oni/jx)licy/enetgy/h(;>iJs_e:igrK)res:;trun;n;)SU3^^^^ 
Posted: July 19*, 2018 @ 2:00pm 




The House passed a portion of its fiscal 2019 spending bills on Thursday in a bill that gave the Environmental 
Protection Agency a slight haircut and ignored the White House’s demands for deeper cuts. 

The spending bill passed tlae House floor in a part\'-line vote of 217-199. The EPA and Interior Department 
funding portions came in at $35.3 billion combined. 

E.PA’s |7.96 billion in funding is just $100 million below 2018 levels. Nevertheless, it is over $2 billion more han 
Trump had requested. 

The Interior Department would get $13 billion, about the same as in the current year. 


Ihe White House said Wednesday in a formal statement of administration policy that it thought the spending cuts 
were too low. Trump wanted EPA’s budget cut by $2.2 billion. The House bill also didn't follow the White House 
budget in keeping the Interior Department over $2 billion higher than what was requested. 


Despite keeping the Interior and environment spending relatively intact, the House bill was not short on riders in 
support of Trump’s deregulation agenda. 


“The bill also makes strides to rein in harmful regulations at the Envirotimental Protection Agency,” the summary' 
read. One of tlae principal targets is EPA’s Waters of the U.S. rule, which expanded the agency’s authority to 
regulate rivers and streams. Critics charged that the Obama-era rule would put every ditch, culvert and puddle under 
EPA jurisdiction. 


The bill provides funding for the repeal of W^OTUS. 


Coal Ash 


ABC News 

E,PA Give States More Flexibility to Regulate Sites Storing Toxic Coal Ash 

https: ' • 11 ew;s-go .coni ZPcJh;irs/e pa-states-fisibijitv-regujate-sks^-s to diT|plf 3 sxic;:Coal/stm 

Posted: July 18'^’’, 2018 @ 5:44pm By: Stephanie Ebbs 

The Environmental Protection Agency has changed a mle requiring cleanup of ponds holding coal mining waste to 
give states more flexibility and postpone the deadline to close facilities that have contaminated the surrounding 
groundwater. 
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The decision changes a 2015 Obama administration rule about ponds and landfills that store coal ash, a byproduct 
of burning coal that contains heavy metals like arsenic, mercury, and cadmium. Coal ash is stored in ponds at sites 
around the countrj^ and testing at hundreds of those sites have shown that those toxic substances have spread from 
tlae holding pond into the groundwater. 

There are hundreds of active coal ash sites across the countrjf that handle more than 100 million tons of ash even? 
year, according to the ETA. As much as 95 percent of the sites have contaminated groundwater with levels of the 
metals higher than is considered safe, according to the Environmental Integrity Project. 

The EPA says the changes will let states address coal ash contamination on a case-by-case basis, but environmental 
groups say the change will weaken protections. 

The changes finalixed Tuesday would also allow state officials to suspend groundwater testing if they can show 
contaminants won't migrate away from coal ash sites and could give them the ability to certify if a facility meets 
standards without a technical expert. 

“These amendments provide states and utilities much-needed flexibility in the management of coal ash, while 
ensuring human health and the environment are protected,” Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wlieeler said inll 
statement. “Our actions mark a significant departure from the one-size-fits-all policies of the past and save tens of 
millions of dollars'in regulatory costs.” 

The 2015 rule was prompted by a catastrophic coal ash spill in Kingston, Tennessee in 2008 that released enough 
coal ash to cover 300 acres and destroyed dozens of homes in the area. 

Environmental groups said the change would allow states to weaken cleanup standards for coal ash sites and force 
communities near contaminated sites to wait even longer for them to be shut dowm. 

"This indefensible gutting of our nation’s first-ever coal ash pollution control rule cements tlae shameful 
environmental legacy of the Tmmp administration," Lisa Hallowell, an attorney wnth the Environmental Integrity 
Project, said in a statement. "Today’s action opens the door for weakened monitoring and cleanup standards, which 
means — in no uncertain terms — that the public and the environment on which we all depend wall be in harm’s 
way." 

Hallow’ell told ABC News there have been hundreds of cases of pollution in recent years and that monitoring data 
show^s coal ash sites are still a big problem that needs strong or even more regulations. 

"The dangers of coal ash pollution from coal ash disposal sites, what we know about it is only increasing and if 
anything EPA should be taking steps to make this rule stronger and should certainly not be rolling back this rule 
and its protections," she told ABC News. 

Keith Johnston, an attorney for the Southern E,nvironmental Law Project in Alabama, said the communities he 
works witla at the state have a real problem with industrial waste being left in unlined pits near their water. 

"It boils down to this, the state and the federal government are finding ways that these coal ash operators and 
utilities can just leave the coal ash where it is, in these unlined pits next to our major waters," Johnston said. 
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Johnston said Alabama has already applied for more flexibility tor its coal ash permitting program and that bodies 
of water in the state are going to suffer from the lack of federal oversight. 

Hallowell said changes like delaying the requirement to close coal ash sites where there is too much contamination 
are unnecessarj^ because the rule is years old, and that its "another year and half that people have to worrj^ about 
their health." 

The EPA also said in March that it would grant penfiiii|ii|is|a®^^ run their own programs to handle 
contamination from coal ash sites. Oklahoma received the first permit last month. 

The changes announced this week are the first phase of changes to the coal ash rule. The EPA is still considering 
further changes to the mle. 

Some environmental groups like the Sierra Club said they will look for ways to block changes to the rule. 

"Our work will not be completed until every coal ash pit is properly secured and every local resident has access to 
an online monitor that confirms it," Dalai Aboulhosn, Sierra Club’s deputy legislative director for land and water 
said in a statement. 

NBC News 

Trump's EIPA rolls back Obama-era coal ash regulations 

https://www.nibcniews.com/news / us-news/trump-s-epa-rons-back-obam a-e t a-co al -as h-re gu lations-n892586 
Posted: July 18'’’, 2018 @ 7:35pm (updated July 18*, 2018 @ 7:40pm) By: Dennis Romero and Associated Press 

The Trump administration announced Wednesday that it is relaxing ailes for the disposal of spent coal used to fuel 
hundreds of power plants nationwide. 

But environmental groups say tine rollback of coal ash storage regulations established by the Obama administration 
in 2015 could affect drinking water near dozens of sites. 

Dalai Aboulhosn, Sierra Club’s deputy legislative director for land and water, said legal action was being considered. 
"We are poring through the mle change see what our next steps might be," she said. 

The coal industry petitioned the Tmmp administration for tine roll back, announced by Environmental Protection 
Agency Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler — a former lobbyist for the coal industry. 

"It's not like EPA has granted us free pass here," said James Roewer, executive director of the Utility Solid Waste 
Advisory Group, an industry organization that had pushed for the changes. "It just gives us additional time to 
operate those facilities and better synch them up" with the upcoming wastewater guidelines. 

The EPA states that the relaxed mles will save affedtUdAffllplcb^ $28 to |31 million a year in regulatory 
costs. 

"These amendments provide states and utilities mucfeniididiflexibility in tlie management of coal ash, while 
ensuring human health and the environment are protecllliyflWheeler said in Istatement "Our actions mark a 
significant departure from the one-size:-fits-all policies of the past and save: tens of millions of dollars in regulatory 
costs." 
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The ELPA extended the time by 18 months that the industry' can use unlined coal ash ponds and groundwater- 
adjacent sites for dumping. The Obama administration sought to phase out those sites by April 2019. 

The unlined ponds are considered by environmentalists to be the worst offenders for polluting groundwater that 
sometimes is tapped for drinking. 

"The Tmmp administration is turing a blind eye to damage done to our drinking water," said Lisa Evans, senior 
counsel for environmental group Earthjustice. "This is aimed at saving industry money instead of protecting the 
public." 

Testing standards for the amount of lead, cobalt, lithium and molybdenum in adjacent waters were also weakened 
under the rule change. 

Coal ash is often doused with water for quick cooling and dumping, but the sludge is highly toxic and can seep into 
aquifers. It can include arsenic, lead, mercury and chromium, experts say. 

TheiEPA states there are 663 active ponds serving 321 plants and 286 active coal landfills serving 204 power plantsf 
There are 111 additional "inactive ponds" that no longer accept waste. 

About a half dozen of the ponds are Superfunds sites, Evans said; several others are equivalently polluted but are 
permitted because they're in active use. The states most affected by the regulation change include Texas, Michigan, 
Ohio, West Virginia, Tennessee, Illinois, Kentucky, Indiana and New Mexico, she said. 

The roll back marks the first major policy initiative by Wheeler, who has temporarily replaced Scott Pruitt following 
the later's July 5 resignation over his lavish spending. 

The original, Obama-era coal ash regulations, adopted in 2015, came in response to a massive 2008 coal ash spill in 
Kingston, Tennessee. A containment dike burst at a Tennessee Valley Authority' power plant and released 5.4 
million cubic yards of ash. The accident dumped waste into two nearby rivers, destroyed homes and brought 
national attention to the issue. 

The Philadelphia Tribune 

PIPA Rolls Back Obama-era Coal Ash Regulatiotis 

htt p : // www. p hill v mb.com / news/e p a-rolls-back- oba ma -era-coal-ash-regu l atio ns / articl e d 6a5ece6-8b3f-lle8-bb85- 
j'339364b4a985. htm i 

Posted: July 19*, 2018 By: Nadia Kounang 

As one of his first major acts as acting director of the US Environmental Protection Agency', Andrew Wheeler 
sigued and finalized new standards overseeing coal ash, the leftover waste created by power plants that burn coal. 
The new rules are a revision of 2015 regulations that were put into place by the Obama administration after two 
significant industrial coal ash spills. 

Signed into rules on Wednesday, the new' regulations put more authority back in the hands of industry' and states to 
regulate their own waste. For example, states can tailor disposal requirements to specific sites. They also "prowde 
states and utilities much-needed flexibility' in the management of coal ashj while ensuring human health and the 
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environment are protected," Wheeleriaid in -a stat£meni|il|dr;actions mark a significant departure from the one- 
si/e--fits-all policies ot the past and save tens of millions of dollars in regulatory costs." 

Prior to joining the EPA as second-in-command of the agency in April this year, \Kdieeler was a lobbyist with 
Faegre Baker Daniels consulting, where one of his clients was Murray Energy, "the country-'s largest underground 
coal mining company." According to his recusal statement, he also represented a number of other energy^ 
companies, including Energy Fuels Resources Inc, Growth Energy, and Xcel Energy. In that statement, Wheeler 
said he would abstain from participating in any decisions involving former clients for the next two years. 

Energy^ industry groups have been actively trying to revise the standards since President Trump came into office. 
The Utility^ Solids Waste Activities Group, an industry organization representing more than 110 utility groups, sent a 
petition to the agency challenging the 2015 regulations on coal ash containment. It called the regulations too 
rigorous and costly. 

According to the petition, the rule resulted "in significant economic and operational impacts to coal-fired power 
generation," claiming that it was such a burden that "the economic viability of coal-fired power plants is 
jeopardized." 

Industry- trade groups such as the Edison Electric Institute previously argued tliat proposed changes to the 
standards weren't a rollback, but rather, a way to better tailor to the needs of each site. "We believe (states) are in a 
better spot to look at local issues. The folks at the state regulatory agencies have a much better feel for the issues at 
hand," Fidison Filectric Institute's Jim Roewer, who is also the executive director of the Utility Solid Waste Activities 
Group. 

In a statement from the Utility^ Solid Waste Activities Group, Roewer said "tliis action provides the regulatory 
certainty needed to make investment decisions to ensure compliance and the continued protection of health and the 
environment." 

TheiS'EPAisaidfililiiiil'thili p|eyjpusl|l proposed changes to the 2015 coal ash rules will biAddrgsliililiehlAhd 
Idditionalsschangesiwilbiilpriposedyas well. 

Finvironmental advocates said the new mles are a gift to industry. 

"This administration is granting the wishes of the lobbyists and the lawyers for the coal ash utilities and is turning its 
back on the families and communities across America that are suffering the consequences of primitive coal ash 
disposal," said Frank Holleman, a senior attorney at the Southern Environmental Law Center. 

Coal ash is one of the most-generated fomis of industrial waste in the country. According to the American Coal 
Ash Association, about 110 million tons are generated each year. About half of all coal ashproduced in the United 
States is recycled into construction materials such as concrete or wallboard; it makes these materials stronger. 
However, that leaves about 50 million tons of coal ash that need to be disposed of every year. 

Historically^ when coal was burned, plants would send the ash out of smokestacks, creating dark plumes of smoke. 
Now, scrubbers and filters collect much of the ash. It may not escape into tlie air anymore, but it does have to go 
somewhere. Traditionally, power plants mixed the leftover ash with water and sluiced it into unlined pits, where the 
ash would settle to the bottom. 

Sometimes, these ponds were dug into the groundwater table — water that can be pulled up by private drinking- 
wells, or that eventually makes its way intodrinking water. Many of tliese sites also sit along the banks of rivers, lakes 
and streams, separating waste from waters with nothing more than earthen banks. 

According to the EPA, there are over 1,000 coaf ash llispbill:® the country, many of them constructed in 

the 1950s and 1960s, well before any sort of regulations. 

Holleman, the Southern Environmental Law Center attorney, said he can't imagine a more precarious way to 
manage this waste. 

"Millions of tons of industrial waste directR on the banks of major drinking-water reservoirs that serene hundreds of 
tlaousands of people," he said, "that's a recipe for disaster." 
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In the past decade, there have been two major coal ash spills in the US. In 2008, a break in a dam at the Tennessee 
Valley Authority's Kingston power plant sent over a billion gallons of coal ash cascading into tlie Clinch River. The 
black sludge blanketed over 300 acres, inundating the area around Kingston, Tennessee. The spill destroyed three 
homes and damaged a dozen others. Scientists found fish contaminated with high levels ot arsenic and selenium 
months after the spill. 

Power 

EPA Finalizes First Set of Coal Ash Rule Revisions 

httpC/NVww.pQwennag.com/epa -finalizes-first-set-or-coal-ash-rule-revisions/?pagenum-1 
Posted: July 19*, 2018 By: Sonal Patel 

The Tmmp administration has finalized a significantly weakened rule governing the disposal of coal ash in landfills 
and surface impoundments by coal generators nationwide. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) revealedSnJulyTS that it signed the first mle of its two-part 
mlemaking set that overhauls the Obama administration’i final 2015 rules for the disposal of coal combustion 
residuals (CCR). The final rule, “Hazardous and Solid Waste Management System: Disposal of Coal Combustion 
Residuals from Electric Utilities; Amendments to the National Minimum Criteria Finalized in 2018 (Phase One, 

Part One),” follows a fiercely controversial March 2018 proposal in which the agency proposed more than a dozen 
changes to the 2015 final CCR rule. 

However, the final rule, which was formally signed on July 17, only addresses a handful of these proposed changes. 
AceordingitotthelBPAiiiifesponds to “stakeh( )lders' comments on the proposal,-®" and mainlilsliililbtietteisili^ 
iltilCSCR ruleiwithilheiMticipated timing of the EPA’"s potential revisions, to th||E.ffluenti:l|imiiliiiiiltiliidilfiii 
(FXG) and Standards for the:Steam Electric Power Generating Source Category, the a^eh||ililiii|:iiWi|I^fih:ia 
statemeht oti: Julf 18. 

Two Alternative Performance Standards and Deadline Extensions 

In the final rule, the EPA finalized two types of alternative performance standards. The first allows states with 
EPA-approved coal ash pennit programs or the EPA to suspend groundwater monitoring requirements “if there is 
evidence that there is no potential for migration of hazardous constituents to the uppermost aquifer during the 
active life of the unit and post closure care.” The second standard allows for the issuance of technical certifications 
in lieu of a professional engineer. 

The FiPA also revised the groundwater protection standard for constituetits that do not have an established drinking 
water standard (also known as a maximum contaminant level, or MCL). 

As significantly, the EPA extended a deadline by which facilities tri|g;ered into closure must cease placement of 
waste in CCR units. That applies to facilities that have detected a significant increase above a groundwater 
protection standard from an unlined surface impoundment, or where the unit is unable to comply with local 
restrictions regarding placement above the uppermost aquifer. The deadline now gives these facilities until October 
31, 2020—about 18 more months compared to the 2015 rule. 
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“The agency selected the date to coordinate with the revised compliance date for the ELG requirements,” it said. 
The ELG mle, which is under regulatory review, wall likely be revised or rescinded by December 2019, it noted. 
That will provide “nine months from the rule’s likely publication in January 2020,” which is “sufficient for facilities 
to make informed decisions to meet tine requirements of both mles,” it said. 

Environmental Groups: Final Fule Dismantles Minimum Protections 

The EPA said that it received more than 160,000 tkinriha^ the proposed mle, but it noted that a “majority of 
commenters” focused on the four provisions remahdidlliik;® the-agency by the D.C. Circuit in June 2016, as well 
as six alternate performance standards to reflect the EJiliilhew C enforcement authority under amendments to 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRAj||ii||i:ft:l|f the 2016-enacted Water Infrastmcture 
Improvements for the Nation Act (W’lIN Act).;‘‘A number of commenters argued that no revisions were necessary 
to foe April 2015 final CCR mle,” it noted. 

Among commenters opposed to the changes were several environmental groups, which point out foat the agency 
provided a sparse 45-day comment period and held only one dedicated public hearing for its vast changes to the 
mle. On July 18, those groups, including Earfojustice, the Sierra Club, Waterkeeper Alliance, and foe 
Environmental Integrity Project, noted that the mle failed to address key environmental protections or weakened 
protections established in foe 2015 version. 

The mle, for example, failed to add boron to the list of coal ash contaminants. The common element is highly 
soluble, and according to power experts, treatment options for boron are limited and expensive. 

The environmental groups also said the mle “weakens drinking water protection standards by removing strong 
national limits for groundwater contamination for several hazardous chemicals, namely lead, cobalt, lithium and 
molybdenum.” Of more immediate concern, it “extends compliance deadlines for closing unlined leaking ash ponds 
and ash ponds within five feet of groundwater and permits hundreds of leaking ponds to continue to operate.” 
Finally, in lieu of professional engineers, it “allows state officials to judge wfoefoer sites are following mles.” The 
groups added: “Every single one of foe changes is in response to an industry petition filed with the Tmmp 
administration in 2017.” 

In its final mle, foe EPA provides some justification for yvhif did not finalize some proposed amendments. It 
added, however, foat provisions from the March 2018 prbp||||d mle foat were not finalized will be addressed “in a 
subsequent phase of mlemaking.” The EPA also; planig: prij)ble:other changes to foe 2015 coal ash mle later this 
vear. 

j 

According to Acting EPA Administrator Andrew: Wheelijilfhlmle seeks to provide utilities and states more 
flexibility in how CCR is managed.; But it will also ehsufeThfithTh health and foe environment are protected,” he 
said. Also, it will save industry between $28 million anfoilTthillion a year in regulatory costs. “Our actions mark a 
significant departure from the one-size-fits-all policies of the past and save tens of millions of dollars in regulatory 
costs,” he said. 
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A New Development for the WX)TUS Rule 

Separately, on July 12, the ELPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a supplemental notice seeking 
additional comment on their 2017 proposal to repeal the definition of tlae term “waters of tlie United Sates” 
(WOTUS). The agencies issued the rule, also known as the “Clean Water Rule,” in June 2015, in a bid to protect 
wetlands from pollution and degradation. It has been challenged widely by project developers and landowners 
across several sectors, including from the power industry. 

In the supplemental notice, tine agencies propose to conclude that tlae rule exceeds their authority under the Clean 
Water Act, and that “administrative goals of regulatory certainty would be best sensed by repealing the 2015 Rule.” 
However, the agencies also want to hear about whether other alternatives to a full repeal—which include revising 
specific elements of the WOTUS rule, issuing revised implementation guidance and implementation manuals, and 
proposing further changes to the date for when tlae mle would be applicable—-would address deficiencies in the 
mle. 

The agencies will accept comments on their supplemental notice through August 13, 2018. According to law firm 
Van Ness Feldman, the proposed rule will mal^e “little practical difference, at least in the short term,” for regulated 
entities. 

“The 2015 Rule continues to be subject to a preliminary injunction issued by the District of North Dakota as to 13 
States: Alaska, Arizona, .Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, and New Mexico,” it noted. The 2015 rule is also subject to a preliminary injunction issued by 
tlie U.S. District Court for tire Southern District of Georgia for 11 more states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Utah, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. Meanwhile, the U.S. 

Dis trict Court for the Southern District of Texas is considering preliminary injunction motions filed by parties 
including the states of Louisiana, Alississippi, and Texas. Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee are seeking a preliminani' 
injunction in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, the law firm added. 

“Aloreover, if the proposed mle to repeal the 2015 Rule is issued, it will almost certainly be challenged in court, 
leading to continued uncertainty,” the law firm said. “Thus, the regulated communit}' will probably not see long¬ 
term certainty until after the agencies issue a new mle and the Supreme Court issues a decision on the substance of 
the waters of the United States’ definition.” 

Glider Truck Court Decision 

Po pular Science 

'Glider Tmeks' are Pollution Machines, but They Might Roll Past EPA Regulations 
https://\vww.pQpsci.com/gHder-trucks-pollution-loQph ole 
Posted: July 19'**, 2018 By: Jennifer Lu 
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Leading up to the Tmmp administration, the Environmental Protection Agency had been on track to regulate a 
group of highly polluting freight tmcks called gliders or glider kits. 

Compared to conventional new trucks,:glider trucks---rebj|i|lifix>^ old, salvaged diesel engines fitted into new 
frames—emit approximately 55 times more soot and Othliiilhe particle pollution associated with a higher risk of 
asthma, lung and heart disease, and premature death,iai®tiiirig:to the EPA’s own analysis. 

But even as emissions standards tor new heav\f-duty diesel trucks became stricter in 2010, glider kits flew under the 
regulator)" radar on account of their old engines, which only had to meet emissions standards from the year tlaey 
were manufactured. 

As such, the number ot glider kits in the tmck fleet jumped from under 1,000 gliders before 2010 to more than 
10,000 in 2015. And though glider trucks made up about tw^'o percent ot hcavy-dutv truck sales in 2014. the EPA 
estimates they accounted for about 50 percent of fhLair pollution from all tmcks. 

To close this regulator)" loophole and protect public health, the EPA finalized a mle in 2016 requiring glider kits to 
meet the model year emission standards according to the year they’re assembled, not die year the engine was 
manufactured. How’ever, the EPA guve glider kit manufacturers some lead time before they capped the number of 
mle-exempt gliders that small businesses could produce to less than 300. That mle kicked into effect in January 
2018, but by then the Tmmp EPA had already started dismantling it. 

In November 2017, the Trump-era EPA reversed course on regulating glider kit emissions after lobbying from 
manufacturers led by Fitzgerald Glider l-Cits, which bills itself as North America's largest assembler of glider tmcks. 
Fitzgerald, which says it produces more than 3,500 trucks each year, also hosted Donald Trump at one of its 
dealerships during his presidential campaign and paid for a study that former EPA administrator Scott Pmitt used to 
justify repealing the 2016 mle. The study is now being scmtinized for scientific misconduct. 

Then, in the eleventh hour of Pruitt’s tenure at the FiP A, the agency announced July 6 it would suS|)6id 
enforcement of the 2018 cap limiting glider kit production.: For Fitzgerald, that could mean an additional 3,200 
gliders sold this year. 

The last-minute action expedited w"hat EPA was already planning to do by repealing tire mle, but circumvented the 
regulator)" process, causing a further uproar in the environmental community and among states. 

On July 13, a coalition of thirteen state attorneys general called the de facto suspension "a sweeping abdication of 
[the EPA’s] statutory responsibilities" in a signed letter asking EPA to enforce glider kit production quotas, or face 
them in court. 

The FLPA is only supposed to use its enforcement discretion to avoid endangering public health and the 
environment, the letter says. "Here, EPA's action does not avoid such risks, but instead creates them." 

A few days later on July 17, three environmental groups petitioned the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals to postpone 
the FiPA’s “no action assurance” to glider kit manufacturers. The court granted their petition on July 18. 

By the EPA's own analysis, taking 1,000 glider trucks riflfiiri fbad could prevent 160 premature deaths due to air 
pollution, says Paul Billings, the American Lung Association’s senior vice president of public policy. 
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Without a quota on gliders, “you can see that a few years of additional sales of these trucks are going to lead to a lot 
of premature deaths,” Billings says. “It's not consistent with the role EPA is supposed to play.” 

A number of heavy duty truck manufacturers including Volvo, Cummins, and Navistar which have invested in 
modern pollution control technologies to meet emissions requirements, also support regulating glider emissions. 
They want to see EPA close a loophole that currently gives glider trucks, which cost less to produce and aren’t 
always subject to a 12 percent sales tax, a competitive advantage over their tmcks. 

“Our industty has made great strides in the last decade,” wrote Jim Maddox, president of Tri-State Truck Center, a 
heavy-duty tmck dealership in support of glider kit regulations. “Not only are our trucks the cleanest running they 
have ever been, but also safer that tliey have ever been. Ixfs put everyone on the same playing field and continue 
the progress we have been making.” 

Reuters 

LJ.S. court blocks E.PA decision not to enforce 'glider tmck' limits 

https: / /www,renters.com/'article/us-usa-trucks-polhition/us-court-biocks-epa-decision-not-to-enforce-glider-truck- 

lirmts-i.dUSKBN1.K.820X 

Posted: July 18*, 2018 @ 3:38pm 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A federal appeals court on Wednesday temporanly blocked a decision by the LJ.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency tliat would have lifted strict limits on the number of remanufactured heavy duty 
vehicles known as “glider trucks” that could be sold. 

The vehicles have a used engine in a new frame and rules introduced under former President Barack Obama, a 
Democrat, said nearly all new tmcks on the road must use more efficient, less polluting engines. 

The glider tmcks emit up to 450 times more diesel particulate matter and up to 40 times more smog-forming 
nitrogen oxides than new tmcks on the market, the EPA has said 

EJPA issued a memo on July 6 tliat said the agency would not enforce a limit of up to 300 gliders per manufacturer. 
The EPA in November formally proposed undoing the glider mle but has not finalized it. The EPA, which said 
Wednesday it was reviewing the decision, had said in its memo that enforcing the rules would result “in thei IbSS/if 
jobs” and threaten the viability of companies making the glider tmcks. 

Volvo Group North America, Cummins Inc and Navistar International Corp said last year they opposed efforts to 
reverse the limits on glider tmcks. 

Glider kits “should not be used for circumventing purchase of currently certified powertrains.” The move could 
inflict “uncertainty and damage to our industry,” the companies said. 

Environmental Defense Fund President Fred Kmpp said the “decision today is an important step toward protecting 
the health of all Americans from super-polluting diesel freight tmcks.” 

The E.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia said the EPA must respond to the lawsuit from 
environmental groups by July 25. The court order said the “stay is to give the court sufficient opportunity to 
consider the emergency motion” and not a mling “on the merits” of blocking the memo. 
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The EPA has previously said that if gliders:were allowedillipLlgh 2025,: thdpt^uld make up 5 percent of the freight 
trucks on the road but would account for Sne third of all nitrogen oxides and particulate matter emissions from the 
heavy tmck fleet. 

Glider companies told the EPA that glider taicks are 25 percent cheaper than new vehicles. 

In August 2016, the Obama administration issued final mles to cut greenhouse gas emissions from medium and 
heavy dut)^ trucks through 2027, a sector that accounts for 20 percent of carbon pollution from vehicles. 

The commercial vehicle mles are expected to cut 1.1 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions, the Obama 
administration estimated. 

Flint Water 


ABC News 

EPA inspector general points some blame for Flint water crisis response 

http://^vww.abcl2.com/content/news/EPA-insr)ector-generai-points-some-biame-for-Flint--water-ctisis--response- 
■■1-8864'7 j 31 .html 

Posted: July 19*, 2018 @ 2:40pm (updates July 19th, 2018 @ 2:44 pm) By: ABC12 News Team 

FLINT (WJRT) - The EPA inspector general issued a report on Thursday pointing some blame Ibt jbe Flint vyater 
crisis oti the::agencys 

A detailed investigation of the federal government's actions before and during the water crisis faults local, state and 
federal drinking water officials for poisoning thousands of Flint residents with excessive lead. 

The report developed nine recommendations to strengthen the EPA's oversight of drinking water systems and 
effectiveness of monitoring compliance w4th the Lead and Copper Rule. 

The EPA earlier acknowledged it had authority and information to issue an emergency order protecting Flint 
residents seven months earlier than an order actually was issued. 

The report faults the Flint Water Department and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for failing to 
have an inventory^ of lead water service lines and maintaining corrosion control treatment after beginning to pump 
drinking water from the Flint River in 2014. 

The inspector general faulted the EPA for tailing to implement management controls to provide a better framework 
for making decisions about Flint's switch in water source. 

The report also faults the FIFA for responding slowly to the water crisis as it unfolded and failing to clearly define 
roles for all agencies working on relief efforts. 

“While oversight authority is vital, its absence can contnlluRiTd a situation,” said EPA Inspector 

General Arthur A. Elkins. “This report urges the EPA Sifliifigfhen its oversight of state drinking water programs 
now so that the agency can act quickly in times of erner||ih|y;T 
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Eight of the inspector general's recommendations have been implemented, but the ninth remains unresolved 

Science Transparency 

Chemical Watch 

Groups Enite Against US EPA 'Science Transparency' Proposal 

https: / /chemicam'atch.coni/68840/groups--unue--agamst:--us--epa--scieace--transparency-proposal 
Posted: July 19*, 2018 By: Kelly Franklin 

A wide array of groups — including medical associations, state attorneys general, scientific societies, academics and 
consumer and environmental advocates — have called on the US EPA to withdraw its 'science transparency' 
proposal. 

The comments came in a 12-hour hearing hosted by the EP A in Washington, DC, on its proposed mle: 
Strengthening transparency in regulatory science. Formally issued in April, it seeks to ensure the studies, models and 
analyses the agency uses to undeq3in its regulatory decisions are "available to the public for validation". 

But the proposal has been met with vocal opposition from a wide range of groups since news of it first broke. And 
tlie majority of testimony heard from more than 100 stakeholders reiterated concerns with die "flawed and 
misconceived" approach. 

"In the name of transparency, it would burden EPA scientists with unnecessary and costly procedures that run 
counter to the agency's longstanding obligation to base public health decisions on the best available science," 
testified Bob Sussman, of Safer Chemicals, Flealthy Families. 

Multiple speakers raised concern that the proposal would create issues around the confidentiality of medical records 
and study participant data. And some raised fears that the approach could have a "chilling effect" on science itself, if 
study participants had to be informed that their data could be made public. 

Jennifer McPartland, senior scientist at the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), said the proposed ban on 
scientific studies where all underlying data is not made public would "effectively bar the agency from using high 
quality scientific research in setting public health safeguards". 

In a blog post, she said this could directly threaten — among other activities — the EPA's proposed bans on certain 
uses of trichloroethylene and methylene chloride, as these rely on science that was peer reviewed, but not available 
publicly. 

The F/DF was one of many organisations that urged the agency to withdraw the rule. 

Support 

Despite these concerns, some in industry spoke in favour of certain aspects of the proposal. 

The American Petroleum Institute's (API) Ted Steichen said the trade group believes data and analysis underlying 
regulatory? decisions "should be transparent and reproducible, and available as early as possible in tlae rulemaking 
process". 

Kimberly White testified on behalf of the American Chemistry Council's (ACC) formaldehy?de panel in support of 
the proposal's consideration of non-linear dose-response modelling. 

Dr White also highlighted the need for increased transparency, citing past experiences where the group had 
"considerable difficulty in understanding what data is being relied on and how the agency has ensured the highest 
quality and most relevant science is informing its decisions." 

Road ahead 

Beyond the hearing, more than 200,000 comments have been submitted to the public docket. More continue to 
stream in ahead of the 16 August deadline. 
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Speaking to Chemical Watch after the hearing, Veena Singla, associate director of science and policy with the 
University of California at San Francisco's programme of reproductive health and the environment, said that she 
"would certainly hope" the EPA would change course based on the stakeholder feedback. 

"I can't really predict what [tlae EPA] may or may not do, but I think the comments... really lay out the evidence that 
this rule is scientifically and technically flawed and should not move forward", she said. 

Overview Articles 


The Hill 

Overnight Energjc Watchdog opens investigation into Interior chief | Judge halts Pruitt tmck pollution rule 
decision | Winners, losers in EPA, Interior spending bill amendments 

http: / / thel'nll.cotn /p olic y /ene rgy --erivironrnen t/ overT ugh t s/ '397 75()--overnight--energy--wa tchdo g-- iTivesb ga tion -- 
opened-into 

Posted: July 18'*', 2018 @ 6:26pm By: Miranda Green and Timothy Cama 

Happy Wednesday! Welcome to Overnight Energ\y The Hill's roundup of the latest energy and environment news. 

Please send tips and comments to Timothy Cama, tcama@tliehill.com, and Miranda Green, mgreen@thehill.com. 
Follow us on Twitter: @Timothy_Cama, @niirandacgreen, @thehill. 

HOUSE MAKES PROGRESS ON 'MINIBUS' SPENDING BILL: The build up to the House Appropriations bill 
to fund the Interior Department and Environmental Protection Agency and is fully underway today, with a handful 
of key amendments already being shot down in votes, and at least one making it through. Another vote series is 
expected later tonight. 

Here are the amendment winners and losers so far... 

Lawmakers voted Wednesday to reject Rep. Raul Grijalva's (D-Ariz.) proposal that would have boosted funding for 
Interior's Office of Inspector General (OIG) by $2.5 million, taking the money way from Zinke's office. 

Grijalva argued that the OIG is stretched too thin with all of the high-profile probes into Zinke and others. 

"Funding and staffing shortfalls resulting from flat funding or small cuts have caused the Office of Inspector 
General in recent months to forgo investigations altogether. Investigation requests from Congress and from tips 
originating within the Department of the Interior have either been rejected or are awaiting resources to be freed up 
in order to address them," he said on the House floor Tuesday. 

Republicans said the funding boost is unnecessary^ noting that the OIG didn't request it. The office got $49.95 
million in the current year's budget. 

"Although I am a big fan of the Inspector General's office, the current budget is funded at the budget request, and 
therefore I do not see us raising $2.5 million by raiding the secretary^ of the Interior's operating account. I think it 
goes way too far," said Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.). 

The vote failed 223 to 190, with all but five Republicans voting no and all but one Democrat voting yes. 
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The House voted on four other amendments to tlie spending bill Wednesday afternoon. 

Lawmakers rejected a proposal by Rep. Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.) to move $1.4 million into the National Park Ser\dce's 
maintenance account from the Bureau of Land Alanagement's land acquisition account and one from Rep. Alma 
Adams (D-N.C.) to push for higher funding for the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) environmental 
justice program. 

The House passed an amendment by Rep. Tom O'Halleran (D-i\riz.) to shift $.3 million to Interior's Office of 
Navajo-Hopi Relocation from the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians and one from Rep. Glenn 
Grothman (R-Wis.) to cut by L5 percent the budgets of the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities. 

The M^Lite House says it's 'concerned' over spending boosts: The White House said Wednesday it is "concerned" 
over a number of provisions in the bill, such as those that boost funding relative to Tmmp's budget request. But 
Tmmp didn't threaten to veto it. 

Officials said they are concerned at the $8.3 billion EPA funding level, just a $100 million cut from the current year 
and $2.2 billion higher than what Trump wanted. 

The administration is also disappointed that the House didn't eliminate funding for the National Endowments for 
the Arts and Humanities, saying the White House "does not consider their activities to be core Federal 
responsibilities." 

VHiat's coming next: The House is planning anotlner series of votes on amendments late Wednesday. 

Lawmakers are then on pace to vote on the full bill Thursday morning. 

JUDGES HALT PRUITT'S TRUCK POLLUTION POLICY: A federal appeals court on Wednesday blocked a 
Trump administration policy that sought to ignore a regulation limiting sales of trucks that environmental groups 
called "super-polluting." 

The policy memo at issue said EPA wouldn't enforce a 2016 regulation from the Obama administration that sought 
to put a cap on sales of "glider tmcks," new heavy trucks with older chassis and engines tlnat do not meet current air 
pollution rules. 

Former EPA head Scott Pmitt issued the memo on July 6, the day he resigned from the agency. 

In granting a Tuesday motion from green groups to stop the policy, a three-judge panel said the stay is intended "to 
give the court sufficient opportunity to consider the emergency motion and should not be construed in any way as a 
mling on the merits of tliat motion." 

Flnvironmental groups had argued that the July 6 "no action assurance" memo is illegal because it essentially 
overturns a regulation without going through the usual process to do so, including giving public notice and taking 
comments. 
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The green groups argued further that allowing unlimited sales of glider trucks is a major tlireat to air quality, citing 
EPA's own research findings that found that gliders emit as much as 43 times the nitrogen oxides as new tmcks and 
55 times the particulate matter. 

"The D.C. Circuit's swift action highlights the extreme nature of this lawless attempt to put more ultra-dirty tmcks 
on our roads," Vera Pardee, senior counsel at the Center for Biological Diversity, said ot the court's decision. The 
group is one of the organixations that sued over the policy. 

"[Acting ETA Administratorj Andrew "VTieeler didn't block Pmitfs putrid final shot at harming the American 
public, but the court did," Pardee said. 

An ETA spokesman said only that the agency is: reviii^||g|iii;;decision. 
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Message 


From: Hassell, Emily [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=24C1350E0DF84A3CAlF5852C0FEB971B-HASSELL, EM] 
Sent: 6/13/2018 8:07:53 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 
Subject: News Clips -13 June 2018 


(Full stories, highlights, and details are listed further down in the email, and can be jumped to by clicking on any of the 
links below.) 


Superfund 

BNA - EPA Hopes Adding Gold King Sludge to Lead Waste Wili Clean Both 
BNA - Portfolio Approach to Superfund Sites Could Speed Cleanup 

Ethanol 

Reuters - EPA chief hints he could order more ethanol in fuel 

The Hill ■■ Pruitt faces resistance from ethanol groups during midwest trips 


Administrator Pruitt Coverage 

The Hill - Fox's Ingraham calls for Trump to fire Pruitt: ‘GOTTA G0‘ 

The Hill - Conservative group launches ad calNng on Trurfip to fire Pruitt 
Politico ■■ EPA IG refers lawmakers' q u estions on Pruitt l ega l defense fund to ethics officials 
Washington Post - EPA chief Scott Pruitt tapped aide, donors to help wife land lob at conservative group 
E&E Climatewire - Pruitt won't eat before speeches. ’We will hold off on food' 

Washi ngt on Examiner - How Scott Pruitt could be criiminall y p rosecuted f or EP A scandals 

Washington Post ■■ Why Scott Pruitt has survived an twaianche of scandals and why his survival could endanger the 
Trum p administration (*O p -Ed) 

General 

Daiiy Caller ■■ Trum p 's EPA Sla p s NYC with Massive Fine for Unsani tary Public Housin g 
Bloomberg - Researchers Argue Proposed ERA Changes Couid Cause 80,000 IVlore Deaths a Decade 
BNA - Environmental Cops Cracking Down on Car Emissions Cheating 
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The Hiil ■■ Senate p ane! rej e cts Trum p 's p r op osed interior, EPAcuts 


Politico - Court orders EPA to issue 'good neighbor" ozone plans by December 
Reuters - U.S. judge orders EPA to limit pollution into New York, Connecticut 
AP - Lake Su p erior dredg i ng p roject dela y ed until at: least fall 


+++ 
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EPA Hopes Adding Gold King Sludge to Lead Waste Will Clean Both 

By Tripp Baltz, 6/12/18 

Nothing like using some pollution to clean up other pollution. 

The Environmental Protection Agency is taking a novel approach to deal with an excess of sludge from Colorado's 2015 
Gold King Mine spill: Use it to treat waste at a nearby contaminated mine site frequented by dirt bikers. 

The agency will soon begin trucking the sludge from a temporary wastewater treatment facility at Gladstone, Colo., to 
the Kittimac tailings, a nearby waste pile contaminated with lead from historic mining operations, Cynthia Peterson EPA 
spokeswoman, told Bloomberg Environment June 8. 

Gold King and the Kittimac tailings are two of the 48 sites within the Bonita Peak Mining District Superfund Site, 
designated after the August 2015 blowout. 

The EPA prefers this option because it will significantly decrease disposal costs for Gold King sludge "and will also bind 
up the metals in the Kittimac tailings, thereby reducing the potential for this material to leach or erode into nearby 
surface or groundwater," Peterson said. 

The EPA, which triggered the original release of some 3 million gallons of mining waste and sediment from the Gold King 
Mine, will conduct and pay for the operation, she said. 

Render Inert 

Christina Progress, an EPA Superfund project manager, told Bloomberg Environment June 8 the method will render both 
wastes inert. 

"It is a creative approach that addresses a number of issuesTstabilizing sludge, mitigating exposure to both sludge and 
tailings, and immobilizing metals from the tailings," Progress said. "I'm not aware of this approach being used at many 
other Superfund sites." 

The idea came out of necessity: the Gladstone interim water treatment plant, which the EPA installed three months 
after the Gold King spill at a cost of $1.5 million, recently reached capacity, Mark Rudolph, the Bonita Peak Superfund 
manager project manager for the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, told Bloomberg Environment. 

The EPA had nowhere to put the excess sludge, which is steadily accumulating as wastewater continues to flow out of 
Gold King at the rate of 450 gallons a minute. The agency contemplated trucking the waste over two mountain passes to 
a landfill 70 miles south of Durango. 
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it then approached the owner of the tailings pile, he said. The pile is already a Superfund site, so receiving the Gold King 
waste doesn't increase the owner's liabilities under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act, Rudolph said. "Nobody's going to enforce upon him for the cleanup costs," Rudolph said. 

'Total Win-Win' 

The sludge from Gladstone was generated by adding lime to raise the pH level of the wastewater streaming out of Gold 
King, causing the dissolved metals in the water to form into solids that can then be removed via settling ponds at the 
treatment plant. The process creates an estimated 4,600 cubic yards of sludge annually, the ERA estimated. 

The sludge—which is highly alkaline—will blend with the acidic waste at Kittimac, rendering both inert. 

"So this is a total win-win," Rudolph said. "And believe it or not, this will make it safer for human exposure at the tailings 
pile." 

This is a good thing, he said, given that dirt bikers and ATV enthusiasts—ignoring warning signs and the wishes of the 
site owner—have turned the mound into a recreational facility with trails, tracks, and jumps. Rudolph said the bikers and 
riders, many of whom don't wear face masks, are kicking up and inhaling dirt contaminated with lead dust. 

Revegetate Site 

After the sludge deliveries are done, the ERA will cover the Kittimac site with fill dirt and revegetate it. Rudolph said. 
During the operation the public will not have access to the site and it will be inspected regularly afterward, he said. 

In about a week, the ERA will begin trucking the sludge and conducting tests after mixing the wastes, he said. It will then 
take a break to avoid disrupting tourist visiting the region. Sludge shipments will begin again in September, according to 
Rudolph. 

If the experiment works, the ERA could consider using the sludge for other beneficial uses at Bonita Reak, such as 
injecting it "back into the mountain to inoculate mine water before it comes out," Rudolph said. 

Meanwhile, the ERA is continuing to look for a long-term mine waste repository for the Bonita Reak wastes, the ERA'S 
Reterson said. 


BNA 
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Portfolio Approach to Superfund Sites Could Speed Cleanup 

By Sylvia Carignan, 6/12/18 

Companies handling risk and liabilities for the country's most contaminated sites said the ERA should facilitate packaging 
multiple sites into a single, faster cleanup project. 

Diversifying a portfolio of sites hedges against some of the risks of negative consequences at a site, like unanticipated 
cleanup costs or newly discovered contaminants, companies told Bloomberg Environment. Those portfolios can range 
from a handful to more than a hundred sites, including some of the country's most contaminated properties. 

The Environmental Rrotection Agency is considering suggestions about how to manage the environmental liabilities 
Superfund sites present. An attorney whose clients handle multiple sites suggested a portfolio approach could help 
companies get the sites—and their costs—off their balance sheets faster. 
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Companies who routinely take on environmental risks, such as Environmental Liability Transfer Inc., based in St. Louis, 
Mo., are already using a portfolio approach. They buy multiple contaminated sites from a company under one deal, 
cleaning them up at a faster rate than if the company had sought individual buyers for each site or managed the cleanup 
themselves. 

For example, oil and gas giant Royal Dutch Shell PLC, also known as Shell, handed over more than 150 of its sites in 
Canada and the U.S. to Environmental Liability Transfer Inc. for to put them back into productive use. 

None rose to the level of Superfund sites. Shell spokesman Ray Fisher told Bloomberg Environment in an email. Shell 
retains its role as the responsible party at those sites. 

"A portfolio approach can ensure the sites are restored efficiently while maintaining focus on safety and environmental 
protection," Fisher said in an email. 

Environmental Liability Transfer said they have cleaned up a "significant portion" of those projects. 

Interest in Portfolios 

More companies are interested in trying a portfolio approach, Brian Israel, partner and chair of the environmental 
practice group at Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP in Washington, said at a June 5 EPA meeting. Israel represents 
companies who have millions of dollars in environmental liabilities, including Floneywell International Inc. and Dow 
Chemical. 

In some cases, it's more economical and consistent with a company's corporate strategy to put multiple sites in a 
portfolio, rather than handling them one by one, Israel told Bloomberg Environment. 

"If you aggregate sites, then you aggregate risks," Marc Faecher, chief risk officer at the TRC environmental 
consultancy's New Providence, New Jersey office, told Bloomberg Environment. 

The EPA also could benefit by getting more contaminated sites cleaned up, he said. 

Sites on the EPA's National Priority List—also known as Superfund sites—are the most contaminated in the country. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt and an agency task force are focusing on accelerating those cleanups, which can take 
years or decades to remediate depending on the site. The agency also is pushing those sites toward redevelopment by 
getting third parties to invest in their cleanup. 

Push for Predictability 

Faecher said EPA should support not just the portfolio approach, but also the concept of third parties accepting 
environmental liabilities. The agency can do that by selecting consistent remedies, he said. 

"EPA needs to make the process more predictable to make the cost modeling more understandable," he said. "[If] I 
don't know what the remedy's going to be, or if the remedy's going to change dramatically ... all of that is going to drive 
up costs." 

The speed of cleanups also matters, he said. 

"You need to be able to get the site done quickly and efficiently in order for environmental liability transfers to work," 
he said. The EPA's Superfund task force recommendations, released last year, indicate the agency is on its way to 
accomplishing that, he said. 

Colleen Kokas, executive vice president for Environmental Liability Transfer Inc. in the Philadelphia, Pa. area, agreed. 
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"We have seen significant change come from EPA with respect to new guidance, revision, and modification to existing 
tools," she told Bloomberg Environment. "We're very optimistic that they are advancing policies and guidance to allow 
for more Superfund sites to be put into private cleanup." 


Reuters 
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EPA chief hints he could order more ethanol in fuel 
By Chris Prentice, 6/12/18, 3:42 PM 

NEW YORK (Reuters) - A week after the White House suspended its bid to reform the nation's biofuels policy to aid oil 
refiners, the head of the Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday dangled a tantalizing prospect to Midwest corn 
farmers, saying the agency has the power to expand sales of higher ethanol gasoline blends. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt made the comments during a multi-day tour of the Midwest, as he fended off criticism 
from farmers and heartland lawmakers that his attempts since last year to overhaul the U.S. Renewable Fuel Standard 
(RFS) marked a betrayal of Republican President Donald Trump's promises to support rural jobs. 

Those efforts, aimed at helping the oil industry cope with the costs of the RFS, came to a halt last week when the White 
House delayed indefinitely the announcement of a deal that had been months in the making. The deal would have 
effectively reduce the amount of corn-based ethanol U.S. refiners were required to blend, while also allowing 
summertime sales of gasoline containing 15 percent ethanol, a practice EPA currently bans due to smog concerns. 

"He said they have the authority" to allow higher-ethanol gasoline sales year-round, said Bill Pracht, president and CEO 
of East Kansas Agri-Energy, after Pruitt visited his ethanol plant in the town of Garnett. "He didn't commit to it as a 
standalone;" 

The corn industry has long sought approval to sell gasoline containing 15 percent ethanol, a blend called E15, in the 
summer because it would increase demand for corn-based ethanol. EPA currently bans E15 during summer due to 
concerns the product contributes to smog, a finding contested by the biofuels industry, which has some research to back 
its position. 

EPA spokesman Lincoln Ferguson confirmed Pruitt's comments:; "The Administrator shared that he believes statutory 
authority to grant the ... waiver for E15 exists under the Clean Air Act, and to be effective, would require a subsequent 
notice and comment rule making process." 

The RFS requires oil refiners to mix increasing volumes of biofuels like ethanol into the nation's fuel each year, and prove 
compliance by earning or acquiring blending credits that must be handed in to the EPA. 

The law has helped Midwest corn farmers by creating a 15-billion-gallon-a-year market for ethanol, but refining 
companies have complained it incurs steep costs for them. 

The White House deal last week would have allowed U.S. biofuels exports to count, for the first time, toward the annual 
volumes quotas, reducing the blending burden on refiners and lowering their costs. Farm state lawmakers refused to 
support that idea, even though it also would have provided the E15 waiver as a concession to the corn lobby. 

During his visit, Pruitt added that he still supported allowing exports of ethanol and other renewables to qualify under 
the RFS, though he said the decision from the White House on that was put on hold, according to Pracht. 
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"It was important he finally got a glimpse of our industry firsthand," said Pracht. "This is such an economic driver for our 
community," said of his operation, which employs 50 people. 
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Pruitt faces resistance from ethanol groups during midwest trips 

By Miranda Green, 6/13/18, 12:55 PM 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) head Scott Pruitt got an earful from corn growers and ethanol producers during 
his visit to Kansas on Tuesday. 

Pruitt - who remains a key figure in ongoing debate between the ethanol and natural gas industry over the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS) - faced strong criticism during a roundtable at the East Kansas Agri-Energy LLC ethanol plant in 
Garnett, Kan., attendees said. 

Kansas Corn Growers Association President Ken McCauley said farmers at the meeting worked to clearly voice to Pruitt 
their frustration with any Trump administration proposal that would lower the RFS and allow oil and gas companies to 
sell fuel with a lower percentage of ethanol. 

"When you look at what EPA is doing, they are most definitely picking winners and losers and right now, ethanol is the 
loser," McCauley said in a statement Wednesday. 

"Our concern was that Administrator Pruitt thought he could come to Kansas, take a few photos with smiling farmers 
and tell the President that corn farmers are okay with his actions. That would be a gross misinterpretation of what 
happened here today" 

McCauley added that farmers told Pruitt they were "mad as hell." 

The EPA promoted the meetings in Kansas on social media, calling them informative and productive. 

"Just finished up a candid and productive discussion with Kansas corn and grain sorghum farmers on #RFS," Pruitt 
tweeted from his official account on Tuesday. "I strongly believe the most effective way to make decisions is to hear 
directly form stakeholders. The Trump Administration is committed to standing up for the American farmer." 

Corn famers in South Dakota are also holding a tractor rally in Sioux Falls on Wednesday to protest the EPA chief as he 
pays a visit to the state. 

"The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Scott Pruitt, continues to bail out multi billion-dollar 
oil refiners at the expense of South Dakota farmers. It's time to get Administrator Pruitt on board with President 
Trump's agenda," South Dakota Corn wrote in its event description. 

The Trump administration has been mulling changes to the RFS while facing pressure from oil and gas companies that 
say the current standards hamper their sales and unnecessarily benefit the ethanol industry. 

The ethanol industry, meanwhile, has been lobbying Pruitt to approve the use of gas blends with 15 percent of ethanol 
during summer months — a percentage currently prohibited due to pollution concerns. 

The consideration has led to tense discussions between members of Congress who represent states with strong ties to 
corn and those with ties to the gas industry. 
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No deal has yet been announced. 


The Hill 
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Fox's Ingraham calls for Trump to fire Pruitt: 'GOTTA GO' 

By Joe Concha, 6/13/18, 11:52 AM 

Fox News host Laura Ingraham on Wednesday called for Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott 
Pruitt to be fired following a Washington Post report that he had a top aide and Republican donors help his wife find a 
job. 

"PRUITT BAD JUDGMENT HURTING @POTUS, GOTTA GO: Pruitt had aide, GOP donors help wife find job," the 
conservative Ingraham tweeted. 

The Post reported Wednesday that Pruitt reached out to donors including Doug Deason, whose family company has 
extensive holdings in the oil and gas industries, in the effort to find work for his wife, Marlyn. 

The effort appeared to focus on getting Pruitt's wife a job in conservative political circles. She temporarily worked as an 
independent contractor for the Judicial Crisis Network. 

Leonard Leo, the executive director of the Federalist Society who helped arrange the EPA head's visit to Italy last year, 
referred her to the conservative group. 

Pruitt has faced a number of controversies involving ethics and spending. Many of the controversies have involved 
allegations that he used his position as EPA head, and used the agency's staff, for private gain, which can be illegal. 

Ingraham's call for firing Pruitt is notable given her conservative credentials, and it falls in line with a number of 
lawmakers from both sides of the aisle who have been calling for Pruitt to be fired or resign. 

Ingraham was once rumored to be a candidate for a position on Trump's staff. 

She was thought to be a candidate for White House press secretary following Sean Spicer's departure, but she 
downplayed the rumors, telling Fox News on June 20 that she's "not sure the press secretary thing is something I'm 
dying to do." 
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Conservative group launches ad calling on Trump to fire Pruitt 

By Timothy Cama, 6/13/18, 11:55 AM 

A conservative activist group is out with a new television commercial calling on President Trump to fire embattled 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

"EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is embarrassing President Trump," the voiceover in the advertisement by the American 
Future Fund (AFF) says before running through some of Pruitt's recent high-profile scandals, like spending $43,000 on a 
soundproof phone booth for his office and giving big raises to close aides by bypassing the White House. 
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"Mr. President, you know what to do," the voiceover says, cutting to a clip of Trump from "The Apprentice" saying 
"You're fired!" 

"For the good of the country, Pruitt must go," the spot concludes. 

AFF has been involved in numerous GOP election and policy battles, such as backing incumbent Republicans in a series 
of California primaries. 

The group doesn't disclose its donors. 

"President Trump needs to make an example out of Pruitt and show that this administration will not tolerate rampant 
abuse of taxpayer dollars," Nick Ryan, AFF's founder, said in a statement. "He is best known for using his office to enrich 
his wife, buy engraved keepsakes and direct federal guards to help find his favorite moisturizer. He's the head of the 
EPA, not the Sultan of Brunei." 

Ryan also noted that Pruitt's efforts at environmental deregulation "have been mired in court challenges and needless 
battles over personal spending." 

AFF is initially running the ad in Nebraska and South Dakota. 

The group launched its campaign late Tuesday, the day before conservative Fox News host and Trump ally Laura 
Ingraham said on Twitter that Pruitt has "gotta go." 

Numerous conservative lawmakers who have been allies of Pruitt have also expressed fatigue over his scandals lately. 
Sen. Joni Ernst (R-lowa), for one, called Pruitt "about as swampy as you get here in Washington." 
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EPA IG refers lawmakers' questions on Pruitt legal defense fund to ethics officials 

By Alex Guillen, 6/13/18, 2:30 PM 

EPA's inspector general told several House Democrats today that their questions about Administrator Scott Pruitt's legal 
defense fund should be directed at agency ethics officials instead. 

In a letter, EPA IG Arthur Elkins said that some of the Democrats' questions "are not actions related to his official 
government capacity, or about EPA activities or funds." The rest are "primarily, if not fully, ethics questions that should 
be addressed to EPA ethics official or to the U.S. Office of Government Ethics." 

Those ethics officials might eventually refer to the OIG some issue regarding Pruitt's fund, at which point, Elkins wrote, 
"we will decide if any further OIG action is warranted." 

The House Democrats wrote last month inquiring about Pruitt's fund, which is being managed by a private attorney 
outside of EPA. 

WHAT'S NEXT: A spokesman for Don Beyer (D-Va.) said the Democrats likely will follow up with both EPA's ethics 
officials and OGE. 
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EPA chief Scott Pruitt tapped aide, donors to help wife land job at conservative group 
By Juliet Eilperin, Josh Dawsey, Brady Dennis, and Shawn Boburg, 6/13/18, 8:00 AM 

Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt last year had a top aide help contact Republican donors who might 
offer his wife a job, eventually securing her a position at a conservative political group that has backed him for years, 
according to multiple individuals familiar with the matter. 

The job hunt included Pruitt's approaching wealthy party supporters and conservative figures with ties to the Trump 
administration. The individuals said he enlisted Samantha Dravis, then serving as associate administrator for the EPA's 
Office of Policy, to line up work for his wife. 

And when one donor, Doug Deason, said he could not hire Marlyn Pruitt because of a conflict of interest, Pruitt 
continued to solicit his help in trying to find other possibilities. 

A spokesman for the Judicial Crisis Network confirmed Tuesday that it employed the onetime school nurse "temporarily 
as an independent contractor," but it did not disclose via email how long she worked there or what she was paid. The 
spokesman said the position came about after the group received her resume from Leonard Leo, executive vice 
president of the Federalist Society. The two organizations have financial ties. 

Leo is a prominent Pruitt backer and longtime friend who was involved in arrangements for the administrator's visit to 
Italy last year. Taxpayers spent more than $100,000 on the trip, which included private tours of the Vatican and meals at 
some of Rome's finest restaurants. 

Marlyn Pruitt left the JCN earlier this year, the spokesman said, adding that the group was pleased with her work. But 
the search and hiring raises more ethics questions about Scott Pruitt's use of EPA staff as well as his contacts with GOP 
contributors and outside allies for his personal benefit. Federal ethics rules prohibit public officials from using their posts 
for private gain or receiving free services or other gifts from their subordinates. 

Virginia Canter, executive branch ethics counsel for the public watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington, said in an interview that Pruitt's having a full-time EPA employee "become the headhunter for his spouse" 
was "highly inappropriate" since the outcome of the search "would affect his financial interests." 

"It's above and beyond anything I'm aware of, with respect to any government employee," she said, with the fact that 
Leo accompanied Pruitt on the trip to Italy making the situation even more problematic. 

Asked about the matter Tuesday, EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox said in a statement, "I would refer you to outside 
counsel." 

Pruitt's outside counsel, Cleta Mitchell — a political-law attorney at Foley & Lardner LLP, who also helped establish 
Pruitt's legal defense fund — did not respond to requests for comment Tuesday. Marlyn Pruitt also did not respond to a 
request for comment. 

The administrator already faces a dozen federal inquiries into his spending and management decisions at the agency, 
including his first-class travels, a $50-a-night condo rental from a lobbyist and the installation of a $43,000 soundproof 
phone booth in his office. At no point did he consult with EPA ethics officials about his months-long efforts to get his 
wife a job, current and former agency officials said. 
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In several instances over the past 15 months, according to the individuals familiar with those overtures, Pruitt made 
overtures to corporate executives and prominent Republicans whom he had met either while serving as Oklahoma 
attorney general or after joining President Trump's Cabinet. 

in 2017, for example, he approached Deason on whether the Dallas-based investor would be able to hire Marlyn Pruitt. 

A biography for Deason, who is president of his family's business, Deason Capital Services, notes that the firm has "a 
substantial holding in oil and gas operating company Foreland Resources, LLC." 

Deason told officials — including Dravis and Mitchell — that he could not hire Pruitt because his company has financial 
dealings in areas regulated by the agency. He agreed to brainstorm other possibilities for her, he said Tuesday, 
consulting with both women about potential jobs. Deason said Dravis eventually deferred his questions to Mitchell. 

"I couldn't find anything that made sense, that wasn't some kind of conflict," he said. "I'd get a list of names, and say, 
'Here are some people, here's what they do,' and it didn't take long before it was pretty obvious that I was not going to 
be able to help." 

Dravis, who has left the EPA and declined to comment, complained to friends at the time that she felt uncomfortable 
tapping Pruitt's extensive political network and her own to find a new source of income for his family. "He pressured 
her," one friend recalled, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. 

Marlyn Pruitt worked as a school nurse in the early 1990s before focusing on raising the couple's two children, according 
to Oklahoma state records and interviews with several current and former Trump administration officials. 

She and her husband have a residence in Tulsa and one in Washington, and he told EPA aides last spring that he needed 
more money to maintain both. Current and former employees, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of 
retaliation, said the administrator embarked on a concerted campaign to line up employment opportunities for her. 

In May 2017, The Washington Post reported last week, he instructed one of his schedulers to contact executives at the 
restaurant chain Chick-fil-A about a franchise for Marlyn. That same month, he introduced her to the chief executive of 
the New York City-based nonprofit Concordia, which later paid her $2,000 for work on a conference that Pruitt 
addressed in his official EPA capacity. 

The EPA declined to comment for that Post report. 

The Judicial Crisis Network, which historically has pushed for the appointment of conservative judges, has given millions 
of dollars in recent years to groups associated with Pruitt, according to IRS filings. Starting in 2013, when he was 
chairman of the Republican Attorneys General Association, the JCN gave the organization $2,445,000 over three years. It 
donated $885,000 in the same period to the Rule of Law Defense Fund, an offshoot group Pruitt launched that describes 
itself as a "public policy organization for issues relevant to the nation's Republican attorneys general." 

In 2016, records show, one of Pruitt's Oklahoma-based PACs, Liberty 2.0, received $25,000 from the JCN. The attorneys 
general organization got $1.3 million that year. 

Asked about its financial support of Pruitt and organizations that he led, the JCN's spokesman said it was "among the 
most active defenders of the rule of law and limited constitutional government.... Pruitt was among the AGs who 
shared those principles and beliefs." 

The group took in $25.6 million in donations in the fiscal year that ended June 2017, its most recent tax filing indicates. It 
reported having no employees or volunteers but paid millions to outside contractors for polling, consulting, advertising 
and public relations. It is not required to disclose contributors. 

its spokesman said Marlyn Pruitt's work was related to setting up new offices. "She has great organizational skills, and 
she was retained by JCN at a time when the organization needed those skills," he said. 
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Pruitt also has been a reliable booster for the Federalist Society in recent years, interacting with it during his time as 
Oklahoma attorney general and speaking at events from Washington, D.C., to California. 


As EPA administrator, Pruitt has continued to be a presence at Federalist gatherings, speaking on occasion and meeting 
with top officials, his public schedule shows. 

During his second month on the job, he talked to a Federalist gathering at Tony Cheng's Restaurant in the District's 
Chinatown. Last September, he addressed a New York chapter of the Federalist Society, in February, he flew to Florida 
as the keynote speaker for a Federalist gathering at a Disney yacht club. 

But while Leo proved helpful in connecting Marlyn Pruitt with the Judicial Crisis Network — it has an office in the same 
building as the Federalist Society on I Street NW in the District — not all of Scott Pruitt's efforts to line up work for his 
wife succeeded. 

Deason's assistance ultimately fell short. The investor remained in touch with the administrator, however. According to 
emails recently released under the Freedom of Information Act, Deason emailed Pruitt and his chief of staff, Ryan 
Jackson, on multiple issues last year. In October, he secured Pruitt for the keynote address at a D.C. gathering of the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation, a conservative think tank on whose board Deason sits. 

Deason said he continues to back Pruitt and his deregulatory agenda. "The president is supporting him, and I'm 100 
percent convinced he is going to continue to support him," Deason said. 

In his federal financial disclosure form last year, Pruitt wrote "none" in an entry for spouse's income. He requested an 
extension on this year's disclosure form, which was due in May. 

Pressed last week about his wife's pursuit of work since he Joined the Trump administration, Pruitt told a reporter, 
"Look, my wife is an entrepreneur herself," 

Marlyn Pruitt, 52, had little earnings in the years before she and her husband moved to Washington. As Oklahoma 
attorney general, Pruitt certified on ethics forms that she had no income above $5,000 in 2014 and 2015 — the 
threshold for disclosure. 

State forms from earlier years do not specifically ask about a spouse's income. But other records show her previous 
employment and salary. 

From 1991 to 1995, payroll records show, Marlyn Pruitt worked as a public school nurse in Jenks, a suburb of Tulsa, 
earning between $18,300 and $23,911 annually. A resume she submitted to the school district shows she was certified 
in neonatal advanced life support and was a registered nurse in Oklahoma and Kentucky. It also identified her as a 
preschool Sunday school teacher. 

Her nursing licenses expired in 1996, records show, just as Scott Pruitt was building a small legal practice in Tulsa 
focused on defending Christians in religious liberty cases. 

Marlyn Pruitt kept a low profile in Oklahoma as her husband's political career took off. She appears to have launched a 
company of her own last June. 

MP Strategies, LLC was incorporated in Oklahoma, though public records provide a few clues that the Pruitts are tied to 
the firm. (Scott Pruitt has declined to discuss the company.) The person named on incorporation documents is a lawyer 
at a Tulsa firm co-owned by Kenneth Wagner, a law school friend whom Pruitt brought into the EPA. 
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Yet the firm lists its business address as the Pruitts' home in Tulsa. And documents on file with the state show the 
company email address contains Marlyn Pruitt's name. Concordia CEO Matthew Swift confirmed in an email Monday 
that his group paid her for last year's logistics work through MP Strategies. 
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Pruitt won't eat before speeches. 'We will hold off on food' 

By Scott Waldman, 6/13/18 

Don't feed the administrator. 

One of the first things to know when EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is speaking at your industry event or conservative 
think tank luncheon: He won't eat. Pruitt doesn't mind if others eat around him, however. 

A recent batch of emails obtained by the Sierra Club under a Freedom of Information Act request contains multiple 
references to Pruitt's unwillingness to eat at events where he is speaking. Examples include a Heritage Foundation 
luncheon and the executive board of the National Mining Association. 

Pruitt prefers to arrive before everyone is served, or after they've eaten, but he'll make exceptions if the host has 
important guests for him to meet, according to emails from Millan Hupp, his former scheduler. 

In an exchange with an event planner from the Heritage Foundation, Hupp wrote that Pruitt would prefer to arrive at an 
October luncheon after everyone had eaten, unless he needed to be there earlier for important introductions. 

"He typically does noteat so we may have him arrive as they are finishing up," Hupp wrote. "Although, if he were seated 
with folks with whom you would like for him to interact, we can arrange for him to be there in time for the meal." 

Pruitt likes to settle in for a "fireside chat," during which a friendly host asks him gentle or preapproved questions, 
according to emails from Hupp, who left the agency earlier this month. Internal emails revealed that Pruitt asked Hupp 
to perform personal favors, like searching for his apartment and booking travel plans. 

Pruitt seems to enjoy fine dining and has requested his security detail use flashing lights en route to a dinner reservation 
at Le Diplomate, a hip French restaurant in Washington, D.C. During his trip to Italy, he dined at La Terrazza, a restaurant 
in a five-star hotel in Rome. His guest was a Catholic cardinal accused of sexual abuse who rejects established climate 
science (Climatewire, May 10). 

in April 2017, Pruitt planned to fly from his home in Tulsa, Okla., where he was staying for the weekend, to Florida to 
speak to the National Mining Association, according to the emails. He was due to speak at a luncheon and then in a 
private meeting with the executive committee. In attendance would be coal billionaire Joseph Craft III of Alliance 
Resource Partners 1.P, the emails show. 

"The Administrator [will] not eat and he will probably only request coffee for the meeting with the Executive 
Committee," Hupp wrote. 

in other emails, more time is spent on food and transparency than on media availability. 

Pruitt traveled to the Toyota auto plant in Plano, Texas, in August. Toyota North America has pushed for weaker fuel 
efficiency standards. Pruitt has signaled that he would roll back the standards established under President Obama. The 
company wanted to host a casual lunch with Pruitt and company executives to discuss the standards. 
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Company representatives and EPA officials quickly agreed on the topics of discussion. They also expressed a mutual 
desire to exclude reporters from the tour. 

A minor point of contention surfaced when Tate Bennett, an associate administrator at EPA, told Stephen Ciccone, a vice 
president for government affairs at Toyota North America, that Pruitt doesn't do working lunches if he is speaking. 

Ciccone told her that company officials would dine after the administrator had departed. 

"Our folks won't starve if they have to wait until IPM for lunch," Ciccone wrote. "We just don't want to be rude hosts." 
Then, Hupp told Ciccone that Pruitt would not be offended at the sight of others eating. 

"The Administrator often will not eat at meetings but of course would take no offense to your bringing in lunch for the 
rest of the group," Hupp wrote. "We shall leave that up to you." 

"We will hold off on food," Ciccone replied. 


Washington Examiner 
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How Scott Pruitt could be criminally prosecuted for EPA scandals 

By Josh Siegel, 6/11/18, 6;59 PM 

Opening a criminal investigation against Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt for several of his 
scandals would be doable, but tricky, legal experts say. 

House Democrats on Friday requested the Justice Department and FBI open a criminal probe against Pruitt "for using 
taxpayer-funded resources for the personal gain of himself and his family." 

Pruitt is facing at least 12 federal investigations into his spending and management of the EPA, focused on whether he 
violated federal government ethics rules. 

But to open a criminal case, prosecutors would need to meet a higher standard, legal experts say. 

"Democrats have upped the ante," said Charles Tiefer, a law professor at the University of Baltimore who served as 
solicitor and deputy general counsel in the House for 11 years. "A prosecutor is Just not going to say, 'Did you use your 
office for private gain?' He will have to say, 'I need to look at your intent, I need to know who else you are working with, 
I need to see what their intent was, and are they willing to cooperate with me to make a criminal case,'" Tiefer told the 
Washington Examiner. 

Six House Democrats, led by Rep. Don Beyer of Virginia, made the first formal referral to the Justice Department and FBI 
for a criminal investigation, saying Pruitt's conduct "may have crossed a line into criminal conduct punishable by fines or 
even time in prison." 

Justice Department spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores confirmed receipt of the referral but would not comment further. 

Active investigations against Pruitt are being conducted by the EPA's inspector general, congressional committees, and 
the White House, and focus on whether he has violated federal ethics regulations. 
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The roster of issues under investigation include Pruitt's $50-per-night condo rental deal with the wife of an energy 
lobbyist who had business before the EPA, his spending of more than $3.5 million on security, his $43,000 secure phone 
booth, frequent first-class travel, and allegations that he retaliated against employees who questioned his judgment. 

"The probes have been based on documented examples of Pruitt appearing to violate government ethics regulations," 
Kathleen Clark, a law professor at Washington University in St. Louis who focuses on government ethics law, told the 
Washington Examiner. "These include gift and impartiality regulations and a prohibition on using public office for private 
gain. Those are administrative regulations." 

Serious new accusations surfaced last week involving Pruitt's use of public office for personal reasons. 

internal emails show that Pruitt assigned an EPA scheduler to arrange a meeting with the president of the fast-food 
company Chick-fil-A to discuss his wife becoming a franchise owner. His wife never opened a restaurant. 

Pruitt also assigned staffers and his security detail to do personal errands for him during work hours, including trying to 
obtain a mattress for Pruitt from the Trump International Hotel, picking up his dry cleaning, and hunting down body 
lotion at the Ritz-Carlton hotel. 

The EPA officials asked to do many of those tasks, Millan Hupp, director of scheduling, and her sister, Sydney, have since 
resigned. Millan also helped Pruitt search for housing in Washington. 

Clark said the accusations, if proven, show Pruitt has violated federal ethics rules. 

Federal rules say public officials cannot receive gifts from subordinates, including unpaid services. The rules also prevent 
them from using their office for private gain. 

"If the allegations are true, Administrator Pruitt has somewhat systematically engaged in improperly using government 
resources for his own private gain," Clark said. 

But it's less clear if he could be criminally prosecuted for those misdeeds. 

"In directing a subordinate to engage in private rather than public work, it's conceivable that could be characterized as a 
theft of government services," Clark said. "He is accused of directing a federal official to do personal favors for him on 
government time. That sounds to me like theft." 

But Clark acknowledged she doesn t know of any successful criminal prosecutions under that theory. 

Tiefer said Pruitt's interactions with lobbyists in his official role as EPA administrator also could be a focus of a criminal 
investigation, depending on the details. 

"To have criminal charges requires a strong showing about intent and about the other people like the lobbyist who he 
worked with on the condo," Tiefer said. "One way to investigate a criminal charge is to look for a conspiracy in the 
formal sense. If the lobbyist would say to authorities that he made the arrangements with Pruitt with the specific intent 
to work together for a common goal involving his public office." 

The EPA's inspector general and the House Oversight Committee are investigating Pruitt's $50-per-night condo lease 
with the wife of J. Steven Hart, who retired in April as chairman of the lobbying firm Williams & Jensen. Pruitt, from late 
February to early August of last year, paid $50 per night for a single bedroom in the Capitol Hill condo. He was charged 
only for the nights he stayed there. 

The lease originally had Hart's name printed on it as the landlord, but his name was crossed out and his wife Vicki's 
name was scribbled in with pen. 
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The era's ethics office determined the leasing arrangement did not violate federal gift rules because the rate was within 
"reasonable market value." 

However, the top ethics official of the ERA, Kevin Minoli, later said he did not have all the facts when he ruled that the 
lease agreement reflected fair market value and did not violate federal gift rules. 

He said he did not evaluate Hart's business interests, or his firm's, when making his determination that the condo was 
fair and not a gift. 

The ERA has said that Hart did not lobby the agency while Rruitt lived in the condo. 

But federal lobbying disclosures show Hart did seek help from the ERA while Rruitt rented the condo. 

The filing shows Hart met with Rruitt on behalf of Smithfield Foods, the world's largest pork processor and hog producer, 
on issues "relating to support for ERA Chesapeake Bay programs." 

Smithfield Foods and Hart deny the meeting was related to the food company. 

In addition. Hart's firm represented a liquefied natural gas shipping company, Cheniere Energy, though the ERA was not 
lobbied. 

Agency documents and interviews with former agency officials conducted by Congress have shown also that lobbyists 
and Republican donors helped plan some of the ERA head's foreign trips. 

Tiefer said prosecutors could try to develop criminal charges using the "gratuities theory." That would require showing 
Rruitt intentionally received private gain, such as a favorable condo lease, because of an official government act. 

Tiefer said that standard is easier to meet than proving evidence of a quid pro quo, in which a gift is provided to 
someone in advance, in exchange for a special service. 

"It's much easier to prove a gratuities case than a briberies case because they don't have to show a quid pro quo," Tiefer 
said. "That is very hard to show. Here, they just have to say Rruitt did x, y, and z, and the lobbyist liked what he did and 
rented him the condo." 

Legal experts say the Justice Department could wait for the results of the ERA inspector general's investigations and 
congressional probes before pursuing their own. 

inspector general's offices often include law enforcement officials, Tiefer said, so they are familiar with the process of 
referring their findings for criminal prosecution, if warranted. 

if there is no referral to the Justice Department, the EPA's internal watchdog could recommend Pruitt receive 
employment-based discipline, such a letter of disapproval, a suspension, or administrative leave. 

Congressional committees could make similar recommendations, hold hearings, or exact leverage in other ways, by 
withholding money from the ERA, for example, if lawmakers find Pruitt committed wrongdoing and are concerned about 
it. 

But any consequence for Pruitt outside of being federally prosecuted would be determined by President Trump, who has 
stood steadfastly by his ERA leader. 

"Ultimately it would be up to the appointing authority to decide whether to impose discipline if there is a violation," 
Clark said. "For Pruitt, that is the president. And this president has a record of tolerating ethics violations on the part of 
his appointees." 
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Why Scott Pruitt has survived an avalanche of scandals — and why his survival could endanger the Trump 
administration (*Op-Ed) 

By Bryan Craig, 6/12/18 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt is engulfed by scandal. Each day seems to bring a new 
revelation. Last week, as several of his top aides departed the EPA, we learned that he treated government employees 
like a concierge-and-chauffeur service and used them to try to get his wife a Chick-fil-A franchise. 

And yet Pruitt has so far survived the drip-drip of revelations because, in the mind of President Trump, environmental 
regulations are choking the economy, and Pruitt — with great effect — has become the principal person to roll them 
back. The president praised Pruitt as recently as last week. 

While some of Pruitt's methods for abusing his power are new and unique, his tenure is reminiscent of one of the 
biggest political scandals in American history. In 1920, another Republican president, Warren G. Harding, was elected 
with a primary goal of reorganizing government to let businesses run unimpeded, part of a purported "return to 
normalcy." The result was the Teapot Dome scandal, the biggest presidential scandal until Watergate. It resulted in the 
first-ever indictment of a Cabinet-level official. Interior Secretary Albert B. Fall. 

The Teapot Dome scandal reminds us what can happen when a president is indifferent to the dishonesty of an 
appointee who is effectively implementing the administration's agenda. While the administration may score short-term 
policy victories, not only is it tarnished by the ensuing scandals, but its agenda — in Harding's case, a vision of bolstering 
free enterprise by leasing land to major oil companies — also gets destroyed in the process. 

Fall, a thin-skinned, ruthlessly partisan Republican senator from New Mexico, got his post because he earned Harding's 
trust as a campaign adviser and friend in the U.S. Senate. It proved to be an inauspicious choice. 

At the time, the Republican Party was divided into factions. Progressives such as former president Theodore Roosevelt 
and his trusted ally, U.S. Forest Service Chief Gifford Pinchot, prioritized conservation when it came to public lands and 
natural resources. They were aligned against Fall's wing of the party, traditional conservatives who lacked this 
conservationist impulse and favored business interests. 

Fail was a product of the Western frontier, and he made his money as a lawyer representing timber, mining and oil 
companies. The secretary also hated bureaucrats, because they slapped regulations onto industries that impeded jobs 
and development. His plan was to open every resource to exploitation, and it was an idea many New Mexicans 
supported. 

With Harding's support, within months Fall successfully achieved what his predecessor couldn't: moving control of the 
U.S. Navy's oil reserves to the Interior Department. 

Almost a year later. Fall took advantage of this new power. He leased the oil reserves at Teapot Dome in Wyoming to 
Harry Sinclair's Mammoth Oil Co. and the reserves at Elk Hills in California to Edward Doheny, an acquaintance of more 
than 30 years, of Pan American Petroleum and Transport Co. 

The Harding administration saw this move through a lens of prosperity and national security. By 1920, the United States 
exported 80 percent of the world's oil. Domestic demand was growing as well, as the Navy converted its ships' engines 
from coal to oil and automobile ownership rose. But experts felt the existing U.S. oil reserves would be depleted in 
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roughly 10 to 20 years, making it vital, both for the economy and national security, to identify new ones, even on public 
lands. 

Conservationists, however, were upset about the leases. Their ranks included senators such as the progressive Robert 
M. La Follette (R-Wis.), who quickly began to investigate on his own. As controversy kicked up, Harding wrote a letter to 
the Senate saying he approved the leasing policy. In doing so, the president personally — and unwittingly — linked 
himself to what would become a burgeoning scandal. 

The leases fell under the jurisdiction of the Senate Public Lands and Surveys Committee, which launched an 
investigation. However, La Follette and the committee's top Democrat, Sen. John Kendrick (Wyo.), did not trust the 
Republican committee leaders to thoroughly investigate, so they proposed Sen. Thomas Walsh (D-Mont.) to run it. At 
this early stage, the Republicans weren't worried, and they agreed. Seen as a relentless prosecutor, Walsh also had 
three Republicans on the committee who were willing to defy the president because of previous fights with Harding 
over farm and labor policies. 

The investigation revealed that Sinclair had invested in Fall's own New Mexico ranch and that Fail had received $100,000 
from Doheny. Fail said the money came from Ned McLean, owner of The Washington Post at the time. It was a lie. Then, 
switching stories, in January 1924, Doheny testified unpersuasively that it was a personal loan, not a bribe. 

Echoing today's concerns about Pruitt, and in a larger sense, the swirling allegations of conflicts of interest surrounding 
Trump, senators began to wonder whether the loan and the ranch investment gave the oilmen an unfair advantage in 
securing the leases for the oil reserves. It created an untenable political mess. 

Fall lasted less than a year after making the leases before he resigned in March 1923. He would later be convicted of 
bribery (totaling over $400,000, about $5.8 million in 2018 dollars) in 1931 and sentenced to one year in prison and a 
$100,000 fine. The fine and lawyer fees bankrupted the former secretary, who felt the trial was a political vendetta. 

The oil industry lobbyists also suffered. Sinclair got a six-month sentence for contempt of court. And while Doheny was 
never convicted, the Supreme Court ruled the leases were fraudulent, resulting in their cancellation, which cost the two 
men millions. 

Although Harding was not personally involved in any facet of the scandal, so zealous was he to achieve his policy goals 
that he allowed his friends and ideological allies to tarnish his presidency and torpedo his agenda. 

Harding died in 1923, and his successor, Calvin Coolidge, played it smart. He distanced himself from the Teapot Dome 
scandal by reversing the executive order that had handed control of the oil leases to the Interior Department. He also 
got ahead of the Senate by announcing an independent prosecutor, sending the whole thing to the courts, all before the 
Senate could act. While the leasing policy was efficient — and fit with the ideology of the Republicans running the 
government in the 1920s — because of Teapot Dome, it was scrapped for more than 15 years. 

Trump should learn from this scandal. Like Harding before him, Trump is apparently willing to accept what critics say is a 
permissive culture of corruption, allowing his associates to enrich themselves and abuse their power in the name of 
policy wins. But Teapot Dome reveals that these policy wins may turn into losses if Pruitt crashes and burns, drawing 
negative attention to his initiatives and the broader effort to deregulate business. Beyond just policy, we must not forget 
about the need to appoint people with integrity, because it not only damages Trump's presidency but also our faith in 
democracy. 

Bryan Craig is a presidential historian at the University of Virginia. 
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Trump's EPA Slaps NYC with Massive Fine for Unsanitary Public Housing 

By Tim Pearce, 6/11/18, 2:30 AM 

New York City signed a settlement with the federal government Monday, agreeing to invest billions more in fixing the 
city's unsanitary public housing, according to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York Geoffrey Berman, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben Carson and Principal Deputy Inspector General Helen M. Albert 
jointly filed the settlement Monday, along with a complaint alleging the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
continually violated basic safety and sanitation standards in its public housing. The complaint alleges the NYCHA left 
housing in unsanitary conditions and lied to federal inspectors about its use of lead paint, which is toxic. 

The settlement was reached by a consent decree in which New York City and the NYCHA agree to the terms of the 
settlement while not admitting guilt to the numerous charges and violations. 

"instead of protecting children from lead poisoning, NYCHA systematically violated EPA and HUD lead paint safety 
regulations and covered up its noncompliance," Pruitt said in a statement. "Today's landmark settlement puts a stop to 
that." 

By the terms of the agreement. New York City will provide an additional $1.2 billion to NYCHA over five years, and $200 
million every year after until the violations and problems are fixed. 

The NYCHA is responsible for maintaining 176,000 apartments but has fallen behind on necessary repairs. Over the 
winter, 320,000 residents were without heat for a time when some of the NYCHA's boilers failed. The Wall Street Journal 
reported. 

"This historic agreement marks a new era for New York City's public housing, one that puts families and their children 
first," Carson said in a statement. "New York City and New York State are making an unprecedented commitment to put 
NYCHA on a new path." 


Bloomberg 
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more-deaths-a-decade 

Researchers Argue Proposed EPA Changes Could Cause 80,000 More Deaths a Decade 

By Eric Roston, 6/13/18, 5:00 AM 

Two Harvard social scientists, writing an opinion column in a prominent medical journal, have put forward "an extremely 
conservative estimate" that some 80,000 more Americans could die each decade if proposed changes at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency are implemented. The essay, which was not a formal peer-reviewed study, has only 
added to the debate about how the agency utilizes scientific research. 

David Cutler, a public-health economist, and Francesca Dominici, a biostatistician, looked at eight EPA policy actions that 
have been proposed or are in process—including rollbacks of Obama-era clean air, water and chemical rules—and tallied 
up the possible health impacts. "A central feature of [Trump's] agenda is environmental damage: making the air dirtier 
and exposing people to more toxic chemicals. The beneficiaries, in contrast, will be a relatively few well-connected 
companies," they wrote. 

The essay appears as a "JAMA Forum" feature of the Journal of the American Medical Association, which allows 
researchers to offer individual perspectives on health and policy. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000511-00018 


















The EPA dismissed the essay as rhetoric, not research, in a statement provided to Bloomberg News. 


"This is not a scientific article, it's a political article. The science is clear, under President Trump greenhouse gas 
emissions are down. Superfund sites are being cleaned up at a higher rate than under President Obama, and the federal 
government is investing more money to improve water infrastructure than ever before," the EPA said. 

The agency did not respond to questions asking for additional supporting context for these assertions. In April, the EPA 
released data showing a decline in U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from the previous years. The data ended in 2016, 
before the start of the current administration. 

Cutler defended the commentary, pointing out that the estimates are based on the EPA's own science, as presented in 
regulatory impact analyses. "If they don't like what their scientists say, they should provide scientific reasons for thinking 
so," he said. 

That the essay is a commentary and not a peer-reviewed study makes it an easy mark for critics at a time when scientific 
rigor is a serious policy debate. 

The essay "presents highly speculative estimates of health impacts that reflect guess-work and assumptions of unknown 
validity, not facts implied by available data," according to Tony Cox, president of a Denver-based applied research firm 
that specializes in health, safety and environmental risks. Similar fears led to emission-reduction policies in Ireland, that, 
a decade later, provided no significant reductions in death rates, he said. 

Cox, who was appointed by EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to sit on the agency's Science Advisory Board and to chair the 
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, emphasized that he was speaking not for the agency, but on his own behalf. 

C. Arden Pope, a Brigham Young University economist who has worked on some of the most influential air-pollution 
studies of the last 25 years, called the essay excellent and vouched for both "extremely knowledgeable" authors. He has 
collaborated with Dominici in the past, who he said "has a healthy understanding of the complexities" of making 
scientific data sets as transparent as possible. 


BNA 
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Environmental Cops Cracking Down on Car Emissions Cheating 

By David Schultz, 6/13/18 

The country's top environmental cops are looking for more instances of vehicle emissions cheating in the wake of the 
Volkswagen scandal and they're finding it, the head of the EPA's criminal enforcement division said. 

Finding instances of cars and trucks that have been doctored to pass emissions tests is now a top priority for agents, said 
Jessica Taylor, director of the Environmental Protection Agency's Criminal Investigation Division. 

"We're finding that there's a lot of bandwidth among the criminals," she said at a June 12 District of Columbia Bar panel 
discussion. 

Action on this issue came as recently as late last month, when prosecutors filed conspiracy charges against five men in 
Pennsylvania over an alleged emissions cheating scheme involving heavy-duty diesel trucks. 
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Volkswagen was the target of one of the largest enforcement actions from the EPA after the German automaker 
admitted installing software in some of its diesel cars that masked the amount of air pollution they spewed during 
emissions testing. The company agreed to a nearly $15 billion settlement with the U.S. to resolve those violations. 

The era's criminal enforcement division also is prioritizing childrens' products that contain unacceptable amounts of 
lead, as well as fraud in renewable fuels sales, Taylor said. In addition, illegal importation of pesticides into the country is 
another area that could see some activity soon, she said. 

Law Enforcement Obstacles 

Taylor spoke at the panel alongside Deborah Harris, head of the environmental crimes section of the Justice 
Department. Both Harris and Taylor said one of their biggest obstacles is a lack of resources and staffing, which forces 
them to rely on the collaborations with other offices and even other agencies. 

The era's criminal enforcement division has about 140 agents, down almost 20 percent over the past five years, 
according to Taylor. 

Harris compared this number to the Netherlands, which she said has more than 400 dedicated environmental crimes 
agents for a country a fraction the size of the U.S. "It puts us to shame," she said. 

One way to compensate for this lack of staffing is to rely on other law enforcement agencies, including the FBI, IRS, and 
state and local agencies, Taylor said. But few states devote many resources specifically to investigating environmental 
crimes, with only six states employing more than five criminal enforcement agents dedicated to pollution issues, she 
said. 

"It's difficult at the state level when states have so few resources dedicated to it," Taylor said. 

Trump Changes 

Since the Trump administration took office, the Department of Justice's leaders have made some policy changes that 
have had an impact on its environment division. One of the most significant was a memo from Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions last year that prohibited prosecutors from requiring those accused of committing crimes to make payments to 
a third party for additional environmental improvements. 

There's an exception in this memo that allows prosecutors to require payments that clean up pollution directly caused 
by the crimes at issue, Harris said. This exception wasn't in the original draft version of the Sessions memo and Jeffrey 
Wood, acting head of the Justice Department's environmental division, had to fight to insert it, she said. 

Overall, the types of restitution payments that prosecutors are demanding in environmental cases have become much 
narrower as they sort out how to implement the Sessions memo in the field, according to Harris. 

While payments to nonprofits are no longer allowed, the department has determined that restitution to state or local 
governments, or to quasi-governmental organizations like the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, is still permissible. 


The Hill 
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Senate panel rejects Trump's proposed Interior, EPA cuts 

By Timothy Cama, 6/12/18, 10:32 AM 
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A Senate subcommittee moved Tuesday to advance a $35.85 billion funding bill for the Interior Department and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), rejecting many of the proposed cuts that the Trump administration sought for 
both agencies. 

The total proposed funding level for fiscal 2019 is 26.7 percent higher than what President Trump asked for in his budget 
proposal earlier this year, which was $28.3 billion. It's about $600 million higher than the funding Congress gave to the 
agencies for fiscal 2018. 

The proposal gained recent bipartisan support in the Senate Appropriations Committee's subpanel with responsibility 
for Interior and EPA. 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), the subpanel's chairwoman, said the bill rejects "unwarranted decreases proposed in 
the budget and [makes] investments in our highest priorities, especially infrastructure investment for the land 
management agencies, Indian country and wastewater and drinking water improvements." 

Sen. Tom Udail (N.M.), the panel's top Democrat, said he was able to support the bill that he and Murkowski wrote 
because of the major budget agreement that Congress and Trump reached earlier this year. 

"That allowed us to provide targeted but important increases to programs funded by this bill and to reject the 
administration's unjustifiable cuts to Indian education and healthcare and EPA's bedrock environmental enforcement 
functions, as well as its proposal to eliminate the Land and Water Conservation Fund and hemorrhage many of our 
national cultural institutions." 

The EPA's funding would be $8.82 billion, the same as fiscal 2018. Trump had sought a cut to $6.1 billion. 

The National Park Service would get $3.2 billion, $513 million higher than what Trump wanted. 

Importantly, the bill has no policy provisions, except ones that were in previous legislation that made it through 
Congress. 

"We have assembled a package that both sides can support in committee, with the ultimate goal of taking the bill to the 
Senate floor," Murkowski said. 

But Udall was not able to insert a provision he wanted to increase penalties for federal employees who violate ethical 
standards. 

"I intend to continue to working on this issue, because I'm frankly appalled at the level of ethics scandals plaguing this 
administration, especially the EPA," he said, referring to the string of scandals involving EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, 
including allegations of improper dealings with lobbyists. 

As is the standard practice in the Senate Appropriations Committee, the panel did not release the full text or details of 
the bill Tuesday; that will likely happen Thursday after the full committee votes on it. 

The subcommittee also did not conduct a formal vote on the bill, another standard Appropriations Committee practice. 


Politico 
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Court orders EPA to issue 'good neighbor' ozone plans by December 
By Alex Guillen, 6/13/18, 11:17 AM 
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A federal judge has ordered EPA to issue federal implementation plans to curb cross-state ozone pollution from five 
states by December. 


The five states — Illinois, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia — never submitted their own plans under 
the 2008 ozone rule to address emissions that float downwind and hurt other states' air quality, known as the "good 
neighbor" provision. EPA thus faced an August 2017 deadline to issue FIPs for those states. 

But the agency "plainly" missed that deadline. Judge John Koelt! of the U.S. District Court for Southern New York said in 
his ruling, dated Tuesday. 

Koeltl ordered EPA to stick to a tight timeline on the FIPs, saying the agency must sign and publicly release the five 
proposals by June 29, and publish the final plans by Dec. 6. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has criticized the Obama 
administration for issuing too many FIPs instead of giving states more time and flexibility to meet pollution standards. 
But EPA told the court it can meet the deadlines Koeltl set, according to the judge's order. 

The lawsuit was brought by New York and Connecticut, which said their air quality is affected by the states upwind 
emissions. 

WHAT'S NEXT: The judge ordered EPA to sign and publicly release the five proposals by June 29, and publish the final 
plans by Dec. 6. 


Reuters 
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U.S. judge orders EPA to limit pollution into New York, Connecticut 

By Jonathan Stempel, 6/13/18,11:51 AM 

NEW YORK (Reuters) - A federal judge on Wednesday ordered the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take steps to 
curb ozone pollution that blows into New York and Connecticut from five other states. 

The decision by U.S. District Judge John Koeltl in Manhattan is a victory for New York's and Connecticut's attorneys 
general, Barbara Underwood and George Jepsen. 

Their offices sued EPA administrator Scott Pruitt in January, accusing him of ignoring his responsibilities under the 
federal Clean Air Act to reduce pollution. 

Koeltl said the EPA acknowledged having missed an August 2017 deadline to arrange plans to reduce smog from Illinois, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia that travels eastward into New York and Connecticut. 

Those plans had been required under the "Good Neighbor" provision of the Clean Air Act. Koeltl set a December 6 
deadline for compliance. 

"Given the prior violations of the statutory deadline by the EPA, it is a reasonable exercise of the court's equitable 
powers to require the EPA to do the minimal tasks it has agreed it can do to remedy its past violation of the statute," 
Koeltl wrote. 

An EPA spokeswoman said the agency intends to propose this month, and make final by December, "an action that will 
address any remaining good neighbor obligations related to the 2008 ozone standard for these and other states," 
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Ozone is a colorless gas that can be created when pollutants react to sunlight, it has been linked to asthma, bronchitis, 
heart disease and other health problems. 

Underwood's predecessor, Eric Schneiderman, had been a vocal critic of the EPA and the Trump administration prior to 
his resignation last month. 

"As many as two in three New Yorkers are breathing unhealthy levels of smog," Underwood said in a statement. "The 
court's decision is a major win for New Yorkers and our public health, forcing the Trump EPA to follow the law." 

Jepsen, in a separate statement, said he was gratified by the decision, and plans to keep working with New York to hold 
the EPA accountable when it ignores its legal obligations. 

The case is New York et al v Pruitt, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, No. 18-00406. 


hti:ps: // a p news.corn / 9830b6e60a0.54d8ba5ef22306a30b8e l/ Lake-S up erior-dredRing-project-dela v ed-unti!-at-least-fall 

Lake Superior dredging project delayed until at least fall 

6/12/18 

GAY, Mich. (AP) — A dredging project in Grand Traverse Bay Harbor in Michigan's Upper Peninsula has been delayed due 
to permit and contracting issues. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources says dredging expected to start this spring will be postponed until at 
least fall. It's part of efforts to save Buffalo Reef off Gay, northwest of Marquette. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency provided $3 million to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the pFoject. But 
permits and paperwork are being reworked over concerns including dredging natural sands versus so-called stamp sands 
from an underwater trough. 

Stamp sands created in the early 1900s as a byproduct of copper processing at two mills threaten to cover the natural 
fish-spawning reef and beaches. The coarse black sands have drifted after being dumped into Lake Superior. 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy [politicoemail@politicopro.com] 

Sent: 4/26/2018 9:44:09 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: Morning Energy: Pruitt steps up to the plate — Tester's 'great equalizer' — Bishop still talking NEPA 


By Kelsey Tamborrino | 04/26/2018 05:42 AM EDT 
With help from Anthony Adragna 

PRUITT STEPS UP TO THE PLATE: Scott Pruitt makes his eagerly anticipated trip to the Hill this morning, 
and the stakes couldn't be higher for the embattled EPA administrator. His appearances before the House E&C 
Committee in the morning and Appropriations panel in the afternoon — ostensibly to defend the Trump 
administration's proposed cuts to EPA's budget — will give lawmakers their first opportunity to directly 
question Pruitt since the news broke about his heavy spending, sweetheart condo rental, VIP security and first- 
class flights. And while both Democrats and Republicans are expected to pull no punches as they weigh Pruitf s 
behavior, the real audience will be sitting in 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Check out this graphic breakdown of Pruitt's problems by POLITICO'S Emily Holden, Alex Guillen and your 
IVIE host. 

— The administrator has kept a low profile in the lead-up to today's events — even leaving press out of a 
Tuesday announcement on his plan to ban secret science — but expect the cameras to be out in force this 
morning. ME breaks down what to expect today as Pruitt heads for the batter's box. (ME is also taking 
suggestions for an appropriate walk-up song. One option here .) 

THE GAME PLAN: Pruitt will point out he now flies coach when he travels, and shift the blame to staffers for 
the raises given to two of his close aides, according to a talking points document — dubbed "hot topics" — 
obtained by The New York Times. He will likely also say officials who were reassigned or demoted after 
challenging his spending all had performance issues. 

— EPA did not dispute the authenticity of the Times document, but spokesman Jahan Wilcox said Pruitt 
would tout "the accomplishments of President Trump's EPA," including "working to repeal Obama's Clean 
Power Plan and Waters of the United States, providing regulatory certainty, and declaring a war on lead — all 
while returning to Reagan-era staffing levels." You can read Pruitf s full opening statement for the E&C hearing 
here. 


DEMOCRATS WILL SEARCH FOR ANSWERS: The afternoon session is expected to dive into Pruitf s 
proposed deep cuts to the agency's budget and his deregulatory actions, but that doesn't mean Democrats will 
ignore the ethics woes dogging the embattled chief. "Administrator Pruitt, you are letting the American people 
and your agency down," Rep. Betty McCollum, ranking member of the Appropriations subpanel, plans to say. 
Democrat Nita Lowey , the ranking House appropriator, will question Pruitt on the Anti deficiency Act after the 
Government Accountability Office found EPA illegally failed to notify Congress about the cost of his secure 
phone booth. Meanwhile, E&C's top Democrat Frank Pal lone wouldn't tip his hand: "I just hope he shows up," 
he said when ME asked for his plan of attack. 

— House Energy and Commerce Democrats will hold a news conference at 9 a m. to once again call for 
Pruitt's ouster. Kathy Castor and Paul Tonko will attend, alongside representatives from numerous green 
groups. 
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REPUBLICANS OFFER SOME ADVICE: "Answer the questions and stay calm," John Shimkus said. "And 
the time will eventually end." The Illinois Republican didn't let on about his line of questions to Pruitt, but 
added; "It's not going to all be addressing stewardship issues. There are going to be policy questions." 

— Fellow Oklahoman and member of the Approps committee Tom Cole expects the "highly charged" 
hearing to contain some "pretty much straight budget questions" — at least from the Republican side. Cole said 
he recently spoke to Pruitt on the upcoming hearing and warned him it would be "rugged." 

Keep in mind: None of the committee Republicans said they'd been in contact with the White House ahead of 
the session. Shimkus said the Republicans hadn't huddled ahead of time to develop a game plan as they 
sometimes do with high-profile hearings. And Democrats are expected to turn out in force — E&C members 
not on the Environment subpanel will "waive in" to the hearing. They don't need GOP permission to do so, but 
will have to wait until all subcommittee members participate before asking questions. ME would look here for 
especially fiery questions or any surprises. 

STRIKE 3? Pruitt's critical audience, of course, will be President Donald Trump, who has so far stuck by him, 
but is expected to judge how Pruitt fares in front of the cameras, POLITICO'S Anthony Adragna and Nancy 
Cook report . So far, Pruitt's support among Trump's conservative backers has kept him on solid ground, despite 
the growing resentment of a "high maintenance" EPA chief among White House officials. "The president is 
always nervous about offending his base, and Pruitt has real support in the base," said one Republican close to 
the White House. "If that base diminishes, he does not have a chance of being reelected. He generally likes what 
Pruitt is doing over there, but he has no relationship with Pruitt of any note. He could get someone else." 

IN THE OUTFIELD: Environmental group Defend Our Future will hand out first-class boarding passes today 
at the Pruitt hearing, while Moms Clean Air Force will deliver these report cards . And the League of 
Conservation Voters and its state pamers will launch television ads today urging Sens. Dean Heller and Coiw 
Gardner to hold Pruitt accountable. Watch them here and here. 


If you go: The E&C hearing will begin at 10 a.m. in 2323 Rayburn, and the Appropriations hearing at 2 p.m. in 
2007 Rayburn. Watch the livestreams here and here . 

IT'S THURSDAY! I'm your host Kelsey Tamborrino, and the American Petroleum Institute's Jeff Stein was 
the first to name Khartoum, Sudan — the capital city where the Blue and White Niles meet to form the Nile. 

For today: Name the state where the first officially designated Democratic floor leader hailed. Send your tips, 
energy gossip and comments to ktambonino@politico.com, or follow us on Twitter @kelsevtam, 

@Morning Energy and @,POLITICOPro . 

politico's Ben White is bringing Morning Money to the Milken Institute Global Conference to provide 
coverage of the day's events and evening happenings. The newsletter will run April 29 - May 2. Sign up to 
keep up with your daily conference coverage. 

PUBLIC LANDS CRUCIAL FOR TESTER: Democratic Sen. Jon Tester 's bid for reelection could come 
down to how he handles public lands issues. Pro's Kevin Robillard reports. Close to one-third of the land in 
Tester's home state of Montana is under federal government ownership, and the Democratic senator hopes to 
use it to keep on board those who voted Trump — including hunters, hikers, snowmobilers and ranchers. 

"Public lands is one of the great equalizers. It's part of who we are," Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock told Kevin. 
"It doesn't matter what our political beliefs are, it's a core part of our lives." 

Tester's strategy is part of a larger effort by Democrats in the West to emphasize lands. Bullock emphasized 
it in his reelection bid in 2016 and New Mexico Sen. Martin Heinrich , who is expected to easily win reelection 
in 2018, started his reelection bid with a video focused heavily on public lands issues. And Democratic 
strategists think it can help them in states throughout the interior west. "There a lot of people here who are 
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single-issue voters, and that issue is public lands," said Nick Gevock, the conservation director at the Montana 
Wildlife Federation. Read more . 

DEMOCRATS CALL FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL: In a letter Wednesday to the U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel, Pallone and Oversight ranking member Elijah Cummings requested an investigation into whether there 
is a pattern of problematic personnel practices at EPA. The Democrats point to recent reports of agency officials 
being reassigned, demoted or requesting new roles, after voicing concerns on Pruitt. "The reassignment or 
dismissal of employees who questioned Administrator Pruitt's wasteful and potentially unlawful expenditures 
suggests a troubling pattern of retaliation against EPA employees that may be illegal," they write. Read the 
letter here. 


BISHOP STILL TALKING NEPA: House Natural Resources Chairman Rob Bishop told ME he's been in 
contact with administration officials "over the last few weeks" about a series of modifications to NEPA that he 
says "run the gamut." His two overarching goals are to speed the permitting process and to enact categorical 
exclusions that will limit litigation to allow projects to advance more quickly. "If s one of the consistent 
problems they recognize," he said of the administration's engagement on NEPA. 

Apples to oranges: Controversy over $139,000 spent on doors at Interior is not comparable to spending woes 
engulfing Pruitt, according to Bishop. "There are some real issues and there are some issues that we play around 
with," he said. "This is one I think people are playing with." Interior officials said previously that career 
facilities and security officials recommended the work and that Secretary Ryan Zinke was not aware of it. 

THAT DAM BILL: The House passed a heavily watched measure, H.R. 3144 (115). Wednesday that would 
override a court decision requiring changes in the operations of major hydropower dams in the Pacific 
Northwest to help protect endangered salmon. The measure, from Washington Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers , 
passed by a nearly party-line vote of 225-189, and now heads to the Senate, where some of the region's 
Democratic senators have made known their opposition. Pro's Annie Snider breaks down more here . 

REFINERY WORKERS HIT THE HILL: Close to 100 workers from refineries Monroe Energy, 
Philadelphia Energy Solutions and PBF Energy will rally for their jobs and Renewable Fuel Standard reform on 
the Hill today, the United Steelworkers said. The rally begins at 1 p.m. in the "Senate Swamp" — the grass 
across the drive from the east Senate steps. Texas Sen. Ted Cruz will participate in a press conference with the 
workers at the same time. Watch the livestream here. 


OFF-SHORE UP SUPPORT: While it didn't have quite the same build-up as Pruitf s hearings this morning, 
the House Natural Resources energy and mineral resources subcommittee will hold a hearing today on offshore 
energy revenue sharing for Gulf-producing states, with a focus on the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act. 
Democrats intend to call out the oil and gas industry and demand they take responsibility for their role in 
causing the destruction of Louisiana wetlands, according to a release. Former Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), now 
a senior policy adviser at Van Ness Feldman, and John Barry, former board member of the Southeast Louisiana 
Flood Protection Authority — East, will testify, among others. If you go: The hearing begins at 10 a.m. in 1324 
Longworth. 

GET YOUR COMMENTS IN: Comments are due today on EPA's proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan. 
The Competitive Enterprise Institute, for one, will file a comment today in support of the proposed repeal, 
calling the CPP "unlawful." Close to 20 other individuals from free-market groups signed onto the joint 
comment. Google, meanwhile, submitted its own comment Wednesday "respectfully" urging EPA to forgo the 
repeal. "Google continues to believe that the Clean Power Plan aligns with overall electricity sector trends and 
the specific goals of our company," it says . The Natural Resources Defense Council and NRDC Action Fund 
said it generated 208,000 comments in support of keeping the CPP. 
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MAT T. CALL! TN THE ATR TONTGHT: California Sen. Dianne Feinstein wrote to Transportation Secretary' 
Elaine Chao Wednesday, calling on her to maintain national fuel economy standards set by California under the 
Clean Air Act. "I ask for your commitment to maintain the Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards at the 
maximum feasible level, as required by law, and to seek consensus with California so that we can continue to 
enjoy the success of a coordinated national program to improve fuel economy," Feinstein wrote. Read the letter 
here. 


— Eighty-seven lawmakers signed onto a letter Wednesday that calls on Pruitt to reinstate the "once in, 
always in" policy to "safeguard" from harmful air pollutants. "This is a matter of critical human health and 
safety," the lawmakers write. Read it here . 

GoT TTENEWABLES? Rapper Kanye West tweeted about his connection to Trump and their "dragon energy" 
on Wednesday. "We are both dragon energy. He is my brother. I love everyone. I don't agree with everything 
anyone does." Spoiler: It's not an energy company we forgot to tell you about. Bloomberg breaks it down here, 
but earlier in the day. West described dragon energy as, "Natural born leaders Very instinctive Great foresight." 
The House Natural Resources account tweeted the exchange telling West to "have your people call our people." 

QUTCK HTTS 

— Behind the scenes of Pruitf s Nevada trip, E&E News . 

— U.S. mine safety agency website 'hacked,' remains down, S&P Global . 

— Exxon Mobil boosts quarterly dividend to 82 cents, Reuters . 

— Climate change could make thousands of tropical islands "uninhabitable" in coming decades, new study 
says, The Washington Post . 

— Memo: Park Police officers were forbidden from wearing body cameras, The Hill . 

— Perry's son owns an energy investment company. Is that a problem? McClatchy . 

HAPPENING TODAY 

8:00 a.m. — Water Leaders summit on "Building an Innovative Future for Water Policy and Technology in 
America," 215 Capitol Visitors Center 

8:30 a.m. — George Mason University's Center for Energy Science and Policy symposium on "Energy-Water 
Nexus," Fairfax, Va. 

9:00 a.m. — Colorado State University hosts symposium on "Water in the West," Denver 

10:00 a.m. — The U.S. Energy Association forum on "fostering the deployment of CCUS technologies," 1300 
Pennsylvania Ave NW 

10:00 a.m. — The House Energy and Commerce Committee hearing on EPA's budget request, 2323 Rayburn 

10:00 a.m. — House Science Environment and Space subcommittees hearing on "Surveying the Space Weather 
Landscape," 2318 Rayburn 
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10:00 a.m. — House Natural Resources Oversight Subcommittee hearing on "Examining the Critical 
Importance of Offshore Energy Revenue Sharing for Gulf Producing States," 1324 Longworth 

10:00 a.m. — The Center for Strategic and International Studies' Energy and National Security Program 
discussion on "Challenges to Ukrainian Energy Reform and European Energy Security," 1616 Rhode Island 
Avenue NW 

11:30 a.m. — The Atlantic Council discussion on "From an Oil Company to an Energy Company," 1030 15th 
Street NW 

1:00 p.m. — Monroe Energy, Philadelphia Energy Solutions and PBF Energy news conference on RINs prices 
under the Renewable Fuel Standard, Capitol. 

1:30 p.m. — Information Technology and Innovation Foundation release on "Closing the Innovation Gap in 
Grid-Scale Energy Storage," HOIK Street NW 

2:00 p.m. —House Appropriations Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee hearing on 
EPA's fiscal 2019 budget, 2007 Rayburn 

2:00 p.m. — House Natural Resources Committee hearing on H R. 5317 (115) and H.R. 211 (115), 1324 
Longworth 

2:00 p.m. — Senate Appropriations Energy and Water Development Subcommittee hearing on the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission's proposed budget for FY 2019, 430 Dirksen 

2:30 p.m. — The Center for a New American Security discussion on "Geopolitical Risks and Opportunities of 
the Lower Oil Price Era," 1152 15th Street NW 

3:00 p.m. — Rep. Nydia Velazquez discussion on "21st Century Energy Solutions for Puerto Rico," S-115 

5:00 p.m. — The Atlantic Council discussion on "Investing in Iraq: Reconstruction and the Role of the Energy 
Sector," 1030 15th Street NW 

6:30 p.m. — Wild & Scenic Film Festival with screenings of feature films that cover topics from climate 
change to environmental justice, and a panel discussion on women in the outdoors, 1307 L Street NW 

THAT’S ALL FOR ME! 

To view online : 

https:/Avww.politicopro.com/newsletters/morning-energv/2018/04/pruitt-steps-up-to-the-plate-l 83688 
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Pruitt scales back EPA's use of science Back 

By Emily Holden and Annie Snider | 04/24/2018 03:17 PM EDT 

Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt announced Tuesday he would seek to bar the agency from 
relying on studies that don't publicly disclose all their data, a major policy change that has long been sought by 
conservatives that will sharply reduce the research the agency can rely on when crafting new regulations. 
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The unveiling of the proposed rule delivers a win to Republicans like House Science Chairman Lamar Smith 
(R-Texas), who unsuccessfully pushed legislation to impose the same type of change. The move also 
demonstrates Pruitt's persistence in pursuing President Donald Trump's anti-regulation agenda just two days 
before the embattled EPA chief is due to face fierce questioning from lawmakers about his hefty spending, 
expanded security detail and cheap condominium rental from the wife of an energy lobbyist. 

At an invitation-only meeting at EPA headquarters with Smith, Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) and other 
supporters of the policy, Pruitt said the proposed rule was critical in ensuring that the agency was transparent 
about how it is making decisions to justify costly new regulations. It is the latest step Pruitt has taken to 
fundamentally shift the agency's approach to science. 

"It is a codification of an approach that says as we do our business at the agency the science that we use is going 
to be transparent, if s going to be reproducible, it's going to be able to be analyzed by those in the marketplace. 
And those who watch what we do can make informed decisions about whether we've drawn the proper 
conclusions or not," Pruitt said. 

Text of the proposed rule was not immediately available. 

The proposal, based on legislation pushed by Smith, is intensely controversial, and scientists and public health 
groups say it will prevent federal regulators from enacting health and safety protections. Nearly 1,000 scientists, 
including former EPA career staffers, signed a letter opposing the policy sent by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists to Pruitt on Monday. 

Their primary concern was that many of the country's bedrock air and water quality regulations are based on 
research that cannot disclose raw data because it includes the personal health information. 

But industry has its own version of the same problem. EPA often relies on industry studies that are considered 
by companies to be confidential business information when determining whether new pesticides and toxic 
chemicals are safe to use. Internal EPA emails obtained under the Freedom of Information Act show that EPA 
political officials, including Nancy Beck, who became the chief of the agency's chemical safety office last year 
after working for years at a chemical industry lobbying group, worried that the new policy would limit the 
agency's ability to consider industry data or would force companies to make this proprietary data public. 

"We will need to thread this one real tight!" Richard Yamada, political official who led work on the new policy 
wrote to Beck after she raised the concerns. 

It was not immediately clear if the new proposed rule included measures to address those concerns. 

Rush Holt, CEO of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, said Pruitf s changes could keep 
the agency from revising public health regulations as problems arise or new data comes to light. 

"On the surface it sounds so innocuous or even beneficial. What could be wrong with transparency? Well if s 
clear to me that this is not based on an effort to be transparent. It is rather based on an effort to be just the 
opposite," he said. 

"EPA is particularly important because when science is misused, people die," he added. 

Pruitt has been discussing the new scientific policy publicly for weeks, but it only went to the White House for 
interagency review last week. Such swift review is very rare for the Office of Alanagement and Budget, which 
often takes months to vet a new policy. At least one group, the Environmental Defense Fund, has requested a 
meeting with 0MB officials to discuss the rule, but OMB's website shows that no meetings have been 
scheduled with interested groups. 
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Many public health studies can't be replicated without exposing people to contaminants, and environmental 
disasters such as the Deepwater Horizon oil spill cannot be recreated, the group said, raising intellectual 
property, proprietary and privacy concerns. 

Pruitt's predecessor Gina McCarthy, and her air chief Janet McCabe, in an op-ed in The New York Times in 
March said concerns about studies are dealt with through the existing peer-review process, which ensures 
scientific integrity. 

"[Pruitt] and some conservative members of Congress are setting up a nonexistent problem in order to prevent 
the E.P.A. from using the best available science," they said. 

To view online click here. 
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Report: Pruitt plans to shift blame for scandals Back 
By Emily Holden | 04/25/2018 01:55 PM EDT 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt will seek to shift the blame for some of his ethics controversies by blaming his staff 
when he testifies at two House hearings Thursday, according to an internal EPA document reviewed by The 
New York Times. 


Pruitt is prepared to say that he now flies coach rather than first-class, that staffers were responsible for large 
raises given to close aides without White House sign-off and that officials who were reportedly sidelined for 
questioning his behavior had performance issues, according to the Times. 

The defenses are in line with what Pruitt and EPA spokespeople have said in recent months. 

EPA did not dispute the authenticity of the document, but spokesman Jahan Wilcox said Pruitt would tout "the 
accomplishments of President [Donald] Trump's EPA," including "working to repeal Obama's Clean Power 
Plan and Waters of the United States, providing regulatory certainty, and declaring a war on lead — all while 
returning to Reagan-era staffing levels." 

Pruitt is expected to face questions about his bargain condo rental from the wife of a lobbyist who has since 
resigned from his firm, his spending on a round-the-clock security detail and his previous refusal to fly coach. 
He is under investigation by three congressional committees, the EPA's inspector general and the GAO, among 
other oversight bodies. White House deputy press secretary Hogan Gidley told NPR today that Pruitt will have 
to answer questions about the potential ethics violations "in short order." 

To view online click here. 
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'It could be pretty painful' when Pruitt faces Congress Back 
By Anthony Adragna and Nancy Cook j 04/25/2018 06:00 PM EDT 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000512-00007 






When Scott Pmitt returns to Capitol Hill on Thursday, he will find few friends ready to greet him — and an 
audience of one waiting to determine his fate. 


Republicans say they aren't going to give the Environmental Protection Agency chief a free pass on accusations 
of lavish spending, a sweetheart condo lease and luxe air travel during a pair of high-stakes hearings. Since 
Pruitt's previous appearance on Capitol Hill in January, he has faced an avalanche of damaging headlines and 
investigations that have alienated much of the White House and raised questions about his future leading the 
agency. 

President Donald Trump has so far stuck by Pruitt. But the biggest test for the media-obsessed president may be 
how Pruitt fares in front of the cameras — only three weeks after he drew poor reviews for a combative 
interview with Fox News' Ed Henry. 

House Energy and Commerce Chairman Greg Walden (R-Ore.) said Pruitt will receive a "cordial reception, but 
he's got some tough questions to answer." 

Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.), whose subcommittee will be Pruitt's first stop Thursday, said the administrator 
should expect a "cool" reception from Republicans — who still strongly support his work to pare back EPA 
rules. 

"It could be pretty painful, but when you accept the position of a senior administrator in a federal agency you've 
got to expect [that]," Shimkus, who chairs the Energy and Commerce Environment Subcommittee, told Politico. 
"You've just to grin and bear it and get through it." 

Pruitt has few allies left in the White House, apart from the president himself Senior administration aides 
characterized the hearings as potential make-or-break moments for Pruitt but said it's ultimately up to the 
president as to whether the White House wants to tolerate Pruitt's bad press. 

Trump is largely keeping Pruitt around because he appreciates Pruitt's hard-charging agenda and because the 
White House does not want to go through another bruising confirmation battle over another Republican to lead 
EPA, according to senior administration officials and Republicans close to the White House. Already the White 
House expended great political energy this week on its pick for secretary of state, Mike Pompeo, a former 
congressman whom the White House views as eminently qualified but who is barely expected to squeak 
through the Senate confirmation process. 

Most important, the president fears that dumping Pruitt would anger conservatives. 

"The president is always nervous about offending his base, and Pruitt has real support in the base," said one 
Republican close to the White House. "If that base diminishes, he does not have a chance of being reelected. He 
generally likes what Pruitt is doing over there, but he has no relationship with Pruitt of any note. He could get 
someone else." 

When asked at the White House briefing on Wednesday about Pruitt's spending and potential ethical violations, 
press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders would only say: "We are evaluating these concerns, and we expect the 
EPA administrator to answer for them." 

Pruitt's waning support among White House aides has been months in the making. And at this point, many 
administration officials say they are tired of the terrible headlines and consider the allegations about Pruitt a 
nonstop swirl of distractions. It's not just Pruitt's handling of the questions that has irked White House officials 
but the facts themselves about the way he's led the EPA and run his own staff 
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Over the past year, Pruitt has also alienated members of the communications team, National Economic Council, 
and Cabinet Affairs in various fights over policy like the Paris climate deal, messaging over policy rollouts, and 
spending decisions at the EPA. Another Republican close to the White House said Pruitt has earned a reputation 
among White House aides as " high maintenance ." 

The White House was not involved in helping to prepare Pruitt for the two Hill hearings on Thursday. 

Shimkus predicted the toughest questions would come from the other side of the aisle. 

"We need to make sure that we understand and recognize the valid, valid concerns that are out there on policy 
and administrative activity," he said. "But I don't think we'll be gouging his eyes out either — I think we'll have 
other folks that'll do that." 

Some Pruitt supporters say he should be judged on his overall tenure. 

"It should be based on his past performance, not necessarily standing in front of a microphone," House Natural 
Resources Chairman Rob Bishop (R-Utah) said. Bishop's committee does not have jurisdiction over EPA, but 
he has been a strong supporter of Pruitt's policy goals. 

In his opening statement released ahead of the hearing, Pruitt will sidestep any discussion of the latest 
controversies, instead focusing on policy goals like Superfund cleanups and working more closely with states. 

"I will focus on key objectives to improve air quality, provide for clean and safe water, revitalize land and 
prevent contamination, ensure the safety of chemicals in the marketplace, assure compliance with the law, and 
improve efficiency and effectiveness," Pruitt will say in his prepared remarks. 

Democrats are expected to tie the scandals facing Pruitt to his aggressive deregulatory push and proposal to 
slash EPA's budget by more than a quarter — which they see as just as worrisome as his alleged ethical 
improprieties. Multiple aides said there's such strong interest in the session that committee Democrats not on the 
Environment Subcommittee plan to participate, which does not require signoff from the majority. 

"There's a confluence of concerns here that I think the Democrats are going to want to get answers to," Rep. 

Paul Tonko of New York, top Democrat on the panel, told POLITICO. "We were concerned yesterday, we're 
concerned today and we'll be concerned tomorrow if he's there." 

There will be no shortage of things to ask him about, including the more than $105,000 the agency has spent on 
his first-class flights, lavish spending on a $43,000 soundproof phone booth and round-the-clock security, a 
cushy $50-per-night condo lease from a Washington lobbyist who personally met with Pruitt to discuss the 
agency's Chesapeake Bay work, and a tri p to Morocco in December on which he spent time promoting liquefied 
natural gas exports — a topic that isn't part of his agency's portfolio. Pruitt is also facing scrutiny over the 
significant pay raises the agency gave to a handful of his longtime aides from Oklahoma despite the White 
House's objections. 

Federal watchdogs, the agency's inspector general, congressional investigators and the White House have 
launched more than a dozen investigations into various aspects of Pruitt's conduct. 

But Rep. Joe Barton (R-Texas), the longest-serving member of Energy and Commerce, said Pruitt's ethics 
issues are "not the purpose of the hearing" and suggested many Republicans would come to the administrator's 
defense. However, he said the panel's GOP members have not met in advance to plot strategy. 

"He's had a lot of death threats. I don't have a problem with his security costs," Barton said Wednesday. "I don't 
really have a major problem with his telecommunications setup. It's a difficult job to be the EPA administrator 
when you're a Republican." 
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Still, signs are increasing of weariness toward Pruitt among congressional Republicans. Three senior Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee Republicans, including his staunch ally Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), 
called for hearings into Pruitt's behavior earlier this week. Four House Republicans have called for his 
resignation. And EPW Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) said he has "serious questions" about Pruitf s 
spending and pledged to send additional oversight letters. 

"He'll need to acquit himself well," Sen. John Thune, the No. 3 Republican in the Senate, said when asked about 
how important the sessions will be for Pruitt's future in the administration. 

An aide to Rep. Betty McCollum of Minnesota, top Democrat on the House Appropriations Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee, where Pruitt will appear Thursday afternoon, told POLITICO their hearing would 
likely focus more on Pruitf s proposed cuts to nearly a quarter of the agency's budget and regulatory rollbacks. 

"I expect the E&C hearing will have a greater focus on the ethical concerns surrounding Pruitt," the aide said. 

Some Democrats on Energy and Commerce acknowledge Pruitt has in the past performed well in congressional 
hearings, which they said could allow him to respond to some of the charges. 

"If Mr. Trump is going to look for a good performance, I bet he'll put up a great performance," said Rep. Scott 
Peters (D-Calif), another member of the subpanel. "But if he doesn't address the substance of the ethical and 
environmental challenges, I hope that they would think about finding someone else." 

Other Democrats think Pruitf s main goal will be to avoid a major gaffe but they don't see any way he will 
emerge from the hearing in a significantly strengthened position. 

"One or two of these transgressions would be survivable but there are so many scandals that it's really hard for 
me to imagine that Republicans want to lower the bar this much," said Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), an 
outspoken Pruitt critic. "It is actually beyond me why they're sticking by him." 

To view online dick here. 


Back 


Tester leans on public lands as key reelection issue Back 
By Kevin Robillard | 04/26/2018 05:05 AM EDT 

HELENA, Mont. — The issue that could prove key to Democratic Sen. Jon Tester 's reelection bid is under the 
radar in Washington politics but practically ever-present in Montana life. 

Nearly a third of the land in Montana is under federal government ownership, and Tester wants to keep it that 
way. If s a way the Democratic senator, who is running for a third term, hopes to keep voters who pulled the 
lever for President Donald Trump — including hunters, hikers, snowmobilers and ranchers — on his side in 
2018. 

"Public lands is one of the great equalizers. If s part of who we are," Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock said in a 
phone interview. "It doesn't what matter what our political beliefs are, it's a core part of our lives." 
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Tester's strategy is part of a larger effort by Democrats in the West to emphasize the issue. Bullock emphasized 
it in his reelection bid in 2016 as he defeated Republican Greg Gianfoite (now Montana's congressman) by 4 
percentage points after hammering the Republican billionaire over stream access. New Mexico Sen. Martin 
Heinrich , who is expected to easily win reelection in 2018, started his reelection bid with a video focused 
heavily on public lands issues. And Democratic strategists think it can help them in states throughout the 
interior West. 

"There are a lot of people here who are single-issue voters, and that issue is public lands," said Nick Gevock, 
the conservation director at the Montana Wildlife Federation. 

Outdoor recreation is now Montana's largest industry, surpassing agriculture, and contributes $7 billion and 
71,000 jobs to the state's economy. 

"They like to go hunting, they like to go fishing, they like to go hiking, they just like to get in the mountains 
where their cellphone doesn't work," Tester said in an interview. "I want to make sure there's not a mine put at 
the head of the Yellowstone River, or at the borders of Glacier Park." 

A Montana Republican on the national stage is also raising the profile of the issue in-state. Conservationists had 
high hopes for Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke when he was first named to the job, but his decision to shrink the 
size of two national monuments has left them dismayed and disappointed. 

"We were hopeful that, being a Montanan, he was going to live Montana values and be the Teddy Roosevelt 
conservationist he said he was," Gevock said, but noting Zinke's Interior Department was "putting the oil and 
gas industry above every other use." 

Tester introduced Zinke at his confirmation hearing and had similar hopes, but is heavily critical of him today. 

"It was because I thought he understood conversation. I haven't seen that over the last 14 months," Tester said, 
adding: "He has time to redeem himself" 

The strategy is a proven vote-winner in Montana. Throughout the 2016 gubernatorial campaign, and in his 
earlier bids for governor and attorney general, Bullock emphasized stream access laws for fishermen. And he 
hammered Gianfoite for fighting stream access laws in multiple television ads last cycle. 

The state and national GOP platforms both support selling federal public lands to the states, where many 
environmentalists feel they would be exposed to oil and gas interests. Tester's opponents don't endorse those 
views. 

"The people of Montana do not want the public lands transferred," state Auditor Matt Rosendale said in an 
interview, echoing the views of businessman Troy Downing and former judge Russ Fagg. (Rosendale supported 
selling the land during a 2014 bid for Congress but has changed his position.) 

All three said they would like localities to have more say in how lands are managed and how federal authorities 
balance multiple uses. Rosendale, for instance, criticized the Forest Service for shutting down too many roads in 
the state. 

But while Democrats in Montana have aggressively used the issue, public lands haven't become a top-tier issue 
in Colorado, Arizona or elsewhere in the interior West, which some Democratic strategists believe is a missed 
opportunity. 
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The Western Values Project, a Colorado-based nonprofit, ran ads late last year pressuring three potentially 
vulnerable Republicans — Arizona Rep. Martha McSally , who is now running for Senate, along with Oregon 
Rep. Greg Walden and Washington Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler — over their support for Zinke's decision to 
shrink the national monuments. 

And the attacks had an impact: In Arizona, McSally held a 3-point lead against a generic Democrat in her 
congressional district in a poll conducted by Global Strategy Group. But when "asked to consider a scenario 
where she votes to reduce the size of the Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante national monuments," her 
support dropped to 38 percent, with a generic Democrat winning 50 percent of the vote. 

To view online click here. 
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Interior spent $139K on Zinke office doors Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 03/08/2018 05:58 PM EDT 

The Interior Department is spending $139,000 for new doors for Secretary Ryan Zinke's office suite, according 
to records posted online. 

The work was recommended by Interior career facilities and security officials, an agency spokeswoman said, 
not by Zinke. 

"The secretary was not aware of this contract but agrees that this is a lot of money for demo, install, materials, 
and labor," Heather Swift, the spokeswoman, said in a statement. 

The award to Maryland-based Conquest Solutions EEC was first reported by the Associated Press. The work 
involves replacing three sets of double doors, including two that open onto a balcony and leak during rain 
storms, the AP reported. An existing set of doors to Zinke's office from a hallway do not have a lock, so the 
security will be upgraded with the new doors. 

Swift said the work is part of a "decade-long modernization of the historic FDR-era building." 

"Between regulations that require historic preservation and outdated government procurement rules, the costs 
for everything from pencils to printing to doors is astronomical. This is a perfect example of why the Secretary 
believes we need to reform procurement processes." 

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson drew criticism recently over news that HUD would 
spend $31,000 on a dining set. That order was subsequently canceled. 

To view online click here. 
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House passes controversial dam bill Back 
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By Annie Snider j 04/25/2018 04:45 PM EDT 


The House passed a controversial measure to override a court decision that required changes in the operations 
of major hydropower dams in the Pacific Northwest to help protect endangered salmon. 

The measure, H.R. 3144 (115), from Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), was passed by a nearly party¬ 
line vote of 225-189. 

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals earlier this month upheld a lower court decision requiring that water be spilled 
over the tops of dams along the Columbia and Snake rivers, including the powerhouse Grand Coulee Dam, the 
largest power station in the U.S., during periods when young salmon and steelhead migrate to the ocean. The 
suit was brought by the state of Washington, tribes and conservation groups. 

McMorris Rodgers and other Republicans in the region have fought the decision because it would reduce the 
dams' hydropower output. Their legislation would override the courts and require that dam operations continue 
as they have historically to maximize power production until an environmental review of the system can be 
completed. 

The legislation is the latest front in a yearslong battle over the nearly 100-year-old hydropower system on the 
rivers. Conserv'ation groups and tribes with treaty fishing rights want it altered and operated to benefit wildlife, 
including calling for the removal of four dams along the Snake River. 

WHAT'S NEXT: The legislation moves to the Senate, where some of the region's Democratic senators have 
registered their opposition. 

To view online click here. 
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EPA drops 'once in, always in' policy from key Clean Air Act reqnirements Back 
By Alex Guillen | 01/25/2018 06:11 PM EDT 

EPA today withdrew a Clinton-era policy that was designed to prevent major emitters like power plants and 
factories from getting out of tough requirements to limit their toxic air emissions. 

In a new memo , EPA air chief Bill Wehrum wrote that the "once in, always in" policy "is contrary to the plain 
language" of the Clean Air Act. Wehrum revoked a 1995 guidance memo outlining the policy and said EPA 
would consider new regulations to clarify its interpretation of the law. 

Under the now-revoked guidance, any emitter that qualified as a "major" source of hazardous air pollutants 
would forever be subject to that tougher standard to comply with MACT rules, even if its emissions dropped 
low enough to be considered an "area" source subject to fewer or no requirements. Wehrum's memo said the 
law does not specify that such classifications are permanent. 

"EPA has now determined that a major source which takes an enforceable limit on its [potential emissions] and 
takes measures to bring its HAP emissions below the applicable threshold becomes an area source, no matter 
when the source may choose to take measures to limit its" potential pollution emissions, Wehrum wrote. 
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Wehmm argued that the policy shift will actually encourage sources that hesitated to install emission reduction 
projects to move forward. Environmentalists, however, quickly blasted the change on social media. 

The Bush administration twice attempted to change the OIAI policy but never succeeded. 

WHAT'S NEXT: Wehrum's memo says EPA will "soon publish a Federal Register notice to take comment on 
adding regulatory text that will reflect EPA's plain language reading of the statute." 

To view online click here. 
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Message 


From: Ringel, Aaron [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=1654BDC951284A6D899A418A89FB0ABF-RINGEU AAR] 

Sent: 4/25/2018 10:31:04 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ryj; Lyons, Troy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Leopold, Matt 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e5cdf09a3924dada6d322c6794cc4fa-Leopold, Ma]; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli] 

Subject: Fwd: Pallone & Cummings Urge Office of Special Counsel to Investigate Pruitt's Personnel Practices 


Expect this to come up at the hearing tomorrow. 
Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 


From: "Kessler, Rick" <Rick.Ke$sler(g J maiLhouse .go v> 

Date: April 25, 2018 at 6:29:46 PM EDT 

To: " ringeLaaron@epa.gov " < ringel.a3ron(5)epa.gov > 

Subject: Fwd: Pallone & Cummings Urge Office of Special Counsel to Investigate Pruitt's Personnel 
Practices 


Rick Kessler 
Senior Advisor 

Committee on Energy and Commerce Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

To: E&C Dem News < ecdemnews@maiLhouse.gov > 

Subject: Pallone & Cummings Urge Office of Special Counsel to Investigate Pruitt's 
Personnel Practices 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT 

April 25, 2018 Pallone: CJ Young (202) 225-5735 

Cummings: Aryele Bradford (202) 226-5181 
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Pallone & Cummings Urge Office of Special Counsel to Investigi 

Pruitt’s Personnel Practices 

Reports Suggest a “Troubling Pattern of Retaliation Against EPA Employees T 

May be Illegal. ” 

Washington, D.C. - Energy and Commerce Ranking Member Frank Pailone, Jr. (D-NJ) and 
Oversight and Government Reform Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings (D-MD) sent a letter 
the U.S. Office of Special Counsel today requesting an investigation into whether there is a pa 
of prohibited personnel practices taking place at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The top Democrats’ request follows reports of at least six EPA officials reportedly being reassii 
demoted, or requesting new jobs in the past year after raising concerns with EPA Administrate 
Scott Pruitt’s management and excessive spending of taxpayer funds. 

“These employees reportedly raised concerns—in some instances directly to Administr 
Pruitt—regarding abnormally high spending on office furniture, first class flights, and 
security demands by Administrator Pruitt, such as a twenty-person security detail and c 
request for a bullet-proof vehicle,” Pallone and Cummings wrote. 

“The reassignment or dismissal of employees who questioned Administrator Pruitt’s 
wasteful and potentially unlawful expenditures suggests a troubling pattern of retaliatio 
against EPA employees that may be illegal,” Pallone and Cummings continued. “We there 
request that you conduct an investigation to determine whether any prohibited personn 
practices, or a pattern of prohibited personnel practices, occurred or continue to exist s 
EPA.” 

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel is an independent federal agency whose primary mission i; 
safeguard the merit system by protecting federal employees and applicants from prohibited 
personnel practices, including reprisal for whistleblowing. 

The letter is available HERE. 


### 


democrats-enerqycommerce.house.gov | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram I YouTube | Flicl^ 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


CC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Greaves, Holly [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIP1ENTS/CN=ABCB6428B3DF40A9A78B059A8BA59707-GREAVES, HO] 

IpIlOn 4:05:46 PM 

Gunasekara, Mandy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=53dla3caa8bb4ebab8a2d28ca59b6f45-Gunasekara,]; Brown, Byron 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9242d85c7df343d287659f840d730e65-Brown, Byroj; Greenwalt, Sarah 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6cl3775b8f424e90802669b87bl35024-Greenwalt,]; Forsgren, Lee 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a055d7329d5b470fbaa9920celb68a7d-Forsgren, Dj; Beck, Nancy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=168ecb5184ac44de95a913297f353745-Beck, Nancy]; Yamada, Richard 
(Yujiro) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4c34ale0345e4d26b361b5031430639d-Yamada, Yu]]; Bolen, Brittany 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=31e872a691114372b5a6a88482a66e48-Bolen, Brit]; Dravis, Samantha 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ece53f0610054e669d9dffe0b3a842df-Dravis, Sam]; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli]; Lyons, Troy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn-Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Traylor, Patrick 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6d06c6b766c4b4b8bfdf6b0fea4b998-Traylor, Pa]; Schwab, Justin 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eed0f609c0944cc2bbdb05df3al0aadb-Schwab, Jus]; Ford, Hayley 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4748a9029cf74453a20ee8ac9527830c-Ford, Hayle] 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

QFRs from House Budget Hearing - your help needed 
HAC QFRs with RESPONSES FOR HOLLY_consolidatedv2.docx 


Withheld in full, Ex. 5 DPP and ACP 


Attached please find the QFRs with responses prepared (primarily) by career staff. The office responsible for each 
response is highlighted in green. You can use the "control+F" function to search through the document for the acronyms 
for each office. 

Can you each please review the responses for your office (see assignments below) and reply back to me with any edits 
necessary? Please send your edits in tracked changes by Noon on Tuesday, July 11**'. 

Note, if you have already reviewed the responses prepared by your career staff, please simply respond that your review 
is complete - however, please double check that you have seen responses for all the questions allocated to you. 

Assignments 

• OAR-Mandy 

• OLEM - Byron 

• OW - Lee 

• OITA-Sarah 

• ORD-Richard 

• OP-Brittany 

• OA/OPA - Liz 
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• OCIR-Troy 

• OECA-Patrick 

• OCSPP-Nancy 

• OGC-Justin/David 

• OARM/Office of Budget - Holly 

Thanks, 

Holly 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [politicoemail(5)politicopro.com] 

Sent: 4/25/2018 5:57:02 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: Report: Pruitt plans to shift blame for scandals 


By Emily Elolden 
04/25/2018 01:55 PM EDT 

EPA chief Scott Pmitt will seek to shift the blame for some of his ethics controversies by blaming his staff 
when he testifies at two House hearings Thursday, according to an internal EPA document reviewed by The 
New York Times . 

Pruitt is prepared to say that he now flies coach rather than first-class, that staffers were responsible for large 
raises given to close aides without White House sign-off and that officials who were reportedly sidelined for 
questioning his behavior had performance issues, according to the Times. 

The defenses are in line with what Pruitt and EPA spokespeople have said in recent months. 

EPA did not dispute the authenticity of the document, but spokesman Jahan Wilcox said Pruitt would tout "the 
accomplishments of President [Donald] Trump's EPA," including "working to repeal Obama's Clean Power 
Plan and Waters of the United States, providing regulatory certainty, and declaring a war on lead — all while 
returning to Reagan-era staffing levels." 

Pruitt is expected to face questions about his bargain condo rental from the wife of a lobbyist who has since 
resigned from his firm, his spending on a round-the-clock security detail and his previous refusal to fly coach. 
He is under investigation by three congressional committees, the EPA's inspector general and the GAO, among 
other oversight bodies. White House deputy press secretary Hogan Gidley told NPR today that Pruitt will have 
to answer questions about the potential ethics violations "in short order." 

To view online '. 

https://www.politicopro.eom/energy/whiteboard/20l8/04/repoi1-pruitt-plans-to-shift-blame-for-scandals- 

1111510 


Was this Pro content helpful? Tell us what you think in one click. 



Yes, very Somewhat Neytra! Mot really Mot at al 


You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include: Energy: EPA. To 
change your alert settings, please go to https://www.politicopro.com/settings 




This email was sent tojackson.ryan@epa.gov by: POLITICO, LLC iOOO Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA, 22209, 
USA 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Wilcox, Jahan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=88FD588E97D3405D869BCAE98D391984-WILCOX, JAM] 

4/25/2018 3:59:10 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Bowman, Liz [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli]; Ferguson, Lincoln 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08cd7f82606244de96b61b96681c46de-Ferguson, Lj; Lyons, Troy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy] 

APPROVAL: TPs for Friends & Allies 
Hearing Talkers.docx 


Ryan - 

Attached and below are talking points on various issues that we would like to circulate with our friends. It's 
the same document we shared with you earlier this week, which was sent to Capitol Hill. 

Obviously it will get leaked and will wait until you weigh in before sharing far and wide. 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 
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Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


### 


Jahan Wilcox 
EPA 


Strategic Communications Advisor 


Work Cell: 


Ex. 6 


Work Email: wilcox.jahan@epa.gov 
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Message 


From: Hassell, Emily [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=24C1350E0DF84A3CAlF5852C0FEB971B-HASSELL, EM] 

Sent: 6/8/2018 7:34:54 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 

Subject: News Clips - 8 June 2018 

(Full stories, highlights, and details are listed further down in the email, and can be Jumped to by clicking on any of the 
links below.) 

Administrator Pruitt Coverage 

The Hill - Pruitt: This is a transformational time* 

The Hill - Trump: Pruitt hs doing a great job" 

Washisia t on Exarniner - Trump: Scott Pruitt not 'biarTieiess,' but doir jg a ‘g r eat jo b' at EPA 
Politico ■■Trump: Pruitt not 'blameless' in ethics scandals 

Washington Examiner - Republicans lose patience with Scott Pruitt, but Trump doesn’t 

CBS News - Senate Republicans sa y Pruitt stories are becomi ng a distraction 

Politico ■■ Democrats seek criminal invest iga tion of Pruitt 

Politico - Major Trump donor helped Pruitt pick EPA science advisers 

Washington Examiner - Anti-ciirnate camp offers Scott Pruiti: help in meeting court order 

The Hill ■■ Perns seek watchdo g p robe into Pruitt's Chick-fil-A deali ngs 

CNN - Anxiety about EPA administrator under fire, but little action on Capitoi Hiii 

The Daily Beast - Scott Pruitt Made Public Servants Fetch His Protein Bars and Greek Yogurt 

ABC News - To y ota offered Pruitt p rivate test drive of new Lexus rnode i, e mails show 

The Hiil ■■ Protester brings lotion to heckle Pruitt during speech 

ABC News - Trevor Noah: Scott Pruitt really should 'think bigger* when it comes to scandals 

General 

Daiiy Caller - Pruitt is Overhauling EPA ’'Cost-Benefit' Anaiysis That Obama Used To Justify Costiy Regs 
Washi ngt on Examiner ■ Scott Pruitt's fuel econom y roiiback is hu rting Americ an consumers ( * O p --Ed) 

Politico - Pruitt takes credit for ozone reductions tied to Bush, Obama administrations 
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Politico - Biofuei deal staiemate keeps pressure off refiners 

Washi ngt on Post ■ EPA to review how It adds u p the econo mic p r os and cons of environmental rules 


E&E Greenwlre ■ Gina McCarthy's portrait Is done. Pruitt hasn’t hung st up 


BNA - EPA to Increase Transparency of Detergent Chemicais Releases 

New York Times - HGTV's Chi p and .loarma Gaines Will Pa y Fine O v er L ea d Paint Vioi ations 

AP ■ idaho utliity sues EPA over Hells Canyon dams requirement 


+++ 


The Hill 

htt p :. / /thehin.com/' p olic v . / ener gv -'environment / 391338- p ruitt-thiS"is-a-transfor ma tional"tjm8 

Pruitt: 'This is a transformational time' 

By Timothy Cama, 6/8/18, 10:10 AM 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) chief Scott Pruitt told a conservative gathering Friday that he and President 
Trump are overseeing policy changes that will be felt for decades. 

"This is a transformational time. There are certain times in history that when you're living in them you recognize that 
what's happening is going to impact generations into the future," Pruitt told the Faith and Freedom Coalition's annual 
Road To Majority conference. 

"This is reminiscent of the 1980s. This is reminiscent of when [former President Ronald] Reagan was in office saying that 
we can do better for the American people," he continued. 

"We must embrace, we must advance, we must make change." 

The embattled EPA chief did not mention any of the numerous spending and ethics controversies centering on him over 
recent months. 

But one protester hid heckle Pruitt near the beginning of his speech with a large bottle of lotion, mocking him over a 
Washington Post report that he had his taxpayer-funded security detail drive him to numerous Ritz Carlton hotels to find 
a specific lotion he wanted. 

instead, Pruitt boasted about his aggressive deregulatory agenda, including actions to roll back major Obama 
administration rules on climate change, water pollution and air pollution. 

"These are examples of us choosing to make sure that regulatory authority, once again, is not used to pick winners and 
losers," he said. 

"This administration recognizes that private property ownership and the states matter, and that they care about air 
quality and water quality. And that we can advance this jobs agenda at the same time that we improve the environment 
by engaging in partnership, as opposed to adversity." 
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The Hill 

http: // thehi!l,com / polic v/ ener gv -environmen t/ 391346"trum p"Pruitt"i S "dojng- a- gr eat-i o b 

Trump: Pruitt 'is doing a great job' 

By Timothy Cama, 6/8/18, 10:36 AM 

President Trump said Friday that embattled Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) chief Scott Pruitt "is doing a great 
job." 

But Trump put a slight caveat in his praise for the EPA head, saying Pruitt isn't completely "blameless." 

"Scott Pruitt is doing a great Job within the walls of the EPA. I mean, we're setting records," Trump said as he prepared 
to leave for the G7 conference in Canada. He did not specify what "records" are being set. 

"Outside, he's being attacked very viciously by the press," Trump continued. "And I'm not saying that he's blameless, but 
we'll see what happens." 

It's the second time Trump has offered public praise for Pruitt this week. 

"EPA is doing really, really well," Trump said at a Federal Emergency Management Agency meeting. "Somebody has to 
say that about you a little bit, you know that, Scott." 

The praise comes during a week when the scandals centered on Pruitt's ethical and spending decisions, and his use of 
taxpayer-funded staff and resources, are piling up. Democrats are repeating their calls for Pruitt to step down or be 
fired, and many Republicans are getting more forceful in their criticisms over the controversies. 

in this week alone, documents and news reports have revealed or alleged that Pruitt assigned his staff or security detail 
to do numerous personal tasks such as buying a used mattress, picking up his dry-cleaning and driving to multiple Ritz- 
Carlton hotels to track down a lotion he wanted. 

Pruitt also used his position and resources to try to get his wife a Chick-fil-A franchise. 


Washington Examiner 

https:/./www.vvashingtonexar'niner.com/polij:ics/t:rump-scott-pruitt:-not-b!ame!ess-but-doing-a-great-job-at-epa 

Trump: Scott Pruitt not 'blameless,' but doing a 'great Job' at EPA 

By Katelyn Caralle, 6/8/18, 9:01 AM 

President Trump said Friday that EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is not "blameless" for the scandals that have 
preoccupied him for the last several months, but said Pruitt is still doing a "great job." 

"Scott Pruitt is doing a great job within the walls of EPA, I mean we're setting records," Trump told reporters before 
leaving for the G7 meeting in Canada when asked about Pruitt. "Outside, he is being attacked very viciously by the press. 
And I'm not saying that he is blameless, but we'll see what happens." 

Reports emerged this week from White House officials indicating that the president is not considering firing Pruitt 
despite the flurry of scandals surrounding him. Trump has also continued to argue that he feels Pruitt is doing a good 
job, although Trump has sometimes signaled that people's time is almost up by saying "we'll see what happens." 
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"EPA is doing really, really well," Trump said at a Cabinet meeting Wednesday at the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, "Somebody has to say that. You know that, Scott." 

Odd revelations about Pruitt requests and decisions have emerged recently, like asking an EPA aide to pick up a mattress 
for him from the Trump International Hotel and asking his security detail to pick up body lotion. 


Politico 

https: // subscriber.poiitico p ro.eom / ene rgv/ whiteboard/2Q18. / 06/t r u mp-pruitt- not-blameless-in-ethics-scandals-633704 

Trump: Pruitt not 'blameless' in ethics scandals 

6/8/18, 8:58 AM 

President Donald Trump today said embattled EPA chief Scott Pruitt is doing a good job but that Pruitt is not "blameless" 
in all the controversies swirling around him. 

"Scott Pruitt is doing a great job within the walls of the EPA," Trump told reporters as he prepared to depart for the G-7 
meeting in Canada. "Outside he's being attacked very viciously by the press." 

He added, "I'm not saying he's blameless." 

Pruitt is at the center of a string of ethics scandals, including lavish spending habits and using his aides to run personal 
errands. He is the subject of multiple inspector genera! investigations, but so far has shown no inclination to resign, 
despite the departure of a number of top aides in recent weeks. 

The White House has repeatedly said that it is reviewing the controversies around Pruitt, but that Trump is pleased with 
the job he is doing at EPA. 


Washington Examiner 

htt p s: ./ /www.washi ngto nexaminer.com/ p olic v /ener gv./ re p ublicans-lose- p at ie nce-with-scott-pruitt-but-trump-doesnt 

Republicans lose patience with Scott Pruitt, but Trump doesn't 

By Josh Siegel, 6/8/18, 12:00 AM 

Republican lawmakers are becoming more frustrated with Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt's 
stewardship of taxpayer dollars and potential abuse of his office. 

"Administrator Pruitt's unforced errors are increasingly distracting from the otherwise great work the EPA is doing under 
his leadership," Rep. John Shimkus, R-lll., who leads the House Energy and Commerce subcommittee overseeing the 
EPA, told the Washington Examiner Thursday. 

But few Republicans are willing to buck President Trump, whose support has not flagged, and call for Pruitt's resignation. 
Some of that reticence is practical. They expect a difficult nomination fight for any replacement. 

"Senate Democrats' historic obstruction of President Trump's nominees is probably another reason Mr. Pruitt remains 
where he is," Shimkus said. 
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After a week of more revelations of Pruitt's peculiar decisions, such as using an agency aide to obtain a mattress for him 
from the Trump International Hotel and having his security detail pick up body lotion, some allies are accusing the media 
of picking on the EPA head to derail his deregulatory agenda. 

"Scott Pruitt is a prime example of what Teddy Roosevelt described as the 'man in the arena.' He is a target because he 
is keeping President Trump's campaign promises to rein in the EPA," Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., told the Washington 
Examiner Thursday. "I have confidence in him because he has been highly effective. The criticisms against him amount 
to nothing more than nitpicking." 

Pruitt faces serious new allegations, and he is already facing more than a dozen federal investigations. 

The roster of issues under investigation include Pruitt's $50-per-night condo rental deal with the wife of an energy 
lobbyist who had business before the EPA, his spending of more than $3.5 million on security, his $43,000 secure phone 
booth, frequent first-class travel, and allegations that he retaliated against employees who questioned his judgment. 

On Wednesday, House appropriators included a rider in a $35 billion spending bill that blocks Pruitt from spending more 
than $50 on a pen, in response to recent reports that he spent more than $1,500 on pens. 

Democrats on Thursday, including Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, the top Democrat on the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, asked the EPA's inspector general to open a new probe into "recent revelations that the 
administrator appears to have used his office to benefit himself and his family in business matters unrelated to federal 
government work." 

Pruitt had his executive scheduler email the president of Chick-fil-A to arrange a meeting to discuss a "potential 
franchise opportunity" for his wife, the Washington Post reported this week. 

He tasked members of his round-the-clock security detail to run errands for him, including picking up his dry cleaning 
and helping him obtain moisturizing lotion, according to a report Thursday. 

Federal rules say public officials cannot receive gifts from subordinates, including unpaid services. The rules also prevent 
them from using their office for private gain. 

Meanwhile, two top aides to Pruitt — Sarah Greenwalt, Pruitt's senior counsel, and Millan Hupp, his director of 
scheduling — both of whom worked for him in his last position as Oklahoma's attorney general, resigned this week. 

Hupp gave her resignation after telling a congressional committee that she was asked by Pruitt to obtain a used mattress 
from the Trump International Hotel in Washington. 

Greenwalt and Hupp are among the EPA staffers who have interviewed with the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee as part of its probe over Pruitt's spending and ethics. 

Their resignations are the latest departures of top aides close to Pruitt, who has blamed political aides and career 
staffers for many of his troubles. 

Tom Pyle, president of the free-market American Energy Alliance and Trump's former Energy Department transition 
team leader, said the departures of staffers closely associated with Pruitt can help his status. 

"None of the latest developments alter my view that Scott Pruitt should remain at the helm of the EPA," Pyle told the 
Washington Examiner. "Staff turnover was inevitable, especially in this feeding frenzy atmosphere, but I do think it 
would be to Pruitt's benefit to surround himself with a new team that doesn't have the close personal history he shared 
with his outgoing staff." 

Mike McKenna, a conservative environmental adviser with close ties to the Trump transition team, also advised Pruitt to 
shake up his staff with more experienced people. 
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"I've always thought that the staff changes were going to happen," McKenna told the Washington Examiner. "The 
administrator would be well-served to take this opportunity to bring on some new hands with substantial Washington 
experience." 

Republicans who oppose some of Pruitt's policy moves are more willing to question Pruitt's job status. 

Pruitt "is about as swampy as you get here in Washington, D.C. And if the president wants to drain the swamp, he needs 
to take a look at his own Cabinet," Sen. Joni Ernst, R-lowa, said Tuesday at a public event. 

Ernst is frustrated with Pruitt's efforts to help oil refiners avoid costs from the Renewable Fuel Standard, to the 
detriment of corn farmers in her state. 

But Republicans who share Pruitt's verve for weakening or delaying environmental rules are focusing their attention on 
policy. 

Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, the chairman of the House Science, Space, and Technology Committee, credited Pruitt 
Thursday for proposing a rule that would change the way the agency calculates the costs and benefits of regulations. 

"Administrator Pruitt is working hard to implement President Trump's America First agenda," Smith told the Washington 
Examiner. "He is righting the previous administration's wrongs of consistently overstating regulatory benefits while 
ignoring regulatory burdens and costs. Americans can thank Administrator Pruitt for making the federal government 
more honest and more responsive." 

Other Republicans operate more cautiously, expressing patience in waiting for the results of various investigations, 
including from the White House. 

"I continue to have significant concerns, continue to be involved in oversight," Sen. John Barrasso of Wyoming, the 
chairman of the Environment and Public Works Committee, told reporters this week. "We're waiting for reports from 
the inspector general and of course the White House and the president — they're doing a formal review. There has to be 
accountability for public money and how money is spent and we'll continue to be very engaged in this." 

Despite the ongoing investigations. Trump has signaled he's made his own conclusion. 

"EPA is doing really, really well," Trump said at a Cabinet meeting Wednesday at the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. "Somebody has to say that. You know that, Scott." 

And the president's view, until something changes, may be all that matters. 

"The president's judgment is the only one that is material in this instance," McKenna said. "The increasingly petty nature 
of the reporting only serves to highlight that the media doesn't like him. Which means he must be doing something 
right." 


CBS News 

https: // www.c,bsnews.com / new s/ senate-republicans-sa v - p rui tt-storieS"are- b ec omj nfi- a-distraction / 

Senate Republicans say Pruitt stories are becoming a distraction 

By Blair Guild, 6/7/18, 6:33 PM, UPDATED 7:05 PM 
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Several Senate Republicans have come to a consensus on Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott 
Pruitt: while they can get behind his regulation rollbacks, the recent slew of scandals surrounding his name have become 
a major distraction. 

in this week alone, stories have surfaced about Pruitt asking an agency aide to acquire a used Trump Hotel mattress and 
to research opportunities for his wife to own a Chick-fil-A franchise. On Thursday, a report came out that Pruitt had an 
EPA security detail hunt down his favorite skin lotion, and longtime aide to Pruitt and EPA lawyer Sarah Greenwait 
resigned. 

"Administrator Pruitt follows the same security protocol whether he's in his personal or official capacity," EPA press 
secretary Kelsi Daniel! told CBS News on the matter. 

However, with Pruitt blunders maintaining footholds in the news cycle, some Republicans look eager to call out the EPA 
chief. 

Sen. John Kennedy, R-Louisiana, said Thursday that while he agrees "with many of the new policies of the EPA," not all of 
which he says are attributable to Pruitt, he thinks that lately the EPA administrator has been "acting like a moron." 

"I said it yesterday, I don't mean any disrespect, but he's acting like moron," Kennedy said. "If you can't use good 
judgment and put tax payers first, it's time to find another line of work." 

Senate Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, said that all of the Pruitt stories "seem like distractions" from his actual work within 
the EPA. 

"I don't think it looks good but I like what the administrator has been doing from a policy perspective," he said, 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-South Carolina, said that while he wasn't sure if all the stories about Pruitt are true, the policies 
he's championed are well-liked by Republicans. 

"I just know there's a lot of talk of conflicts and we'll see how much the market can bear," he said. "I think what keeps 
him around is that the policies he's implementing most people like. I don't know what's fact, I don't know what's 
fiction," he later added. 

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said Wednesday that Pruitt "has to be very careful" in order for people to trust him to "do the 
job without influence, one way or the other." 

"Knowing Scott Pruitt, I think he will do a good job," Hatch said. 


Politico 

https://subscriber.poiiticopro.com/energv/w'hiteboard/2018/06/denis-seek-ctiminal-snvestigation-of-pruitt-1381015 

Democrats seek criminal investigation of Pruitt 
By Alex Guillen, 6/8/18, 12:24 PM 

Several House Democrats today sent a letter asking the Justice Department and FBI to open a criminal investigation into 
whether EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt used his office to enrich his family, in particular his wife. 

"Administrator Pruitt directly, and admittedly, used EPA resources to attempt to secure a job for his wife," the 
Democrats wrote. 
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The letter cites recent reports that Pruitt, using EPA aides and email, set meetings with Chick-fil-A executives to discuss 
the possibility of his wife Marlyn opening a franchise, though that never happened. 

Pruitt did help his wife secure a paid job helping organize a September conference for the New York nonprofit group 
Concordia at which Pruitt then spoke. 

The letter also notes other Pruitt scandals, such as his $50-a-night condo room rental from the wife of a lobbyist with 
business before EPA. 

"At the very least, we know that federal ethics laws bar public officials from using their position or staff for private gain. 
Administrator Pruitt has certainly done Just that," the lawmakers wrote. "Further, his actions related to his wife's 
employment and the quid-pro-quo condo situation with industry lobbyists may have crossed a line into criminal conduct 
punishable by fines or even by time in prison." 

it is "unclear" whether Pruitt has taken any actions at EPA to benefit Chick-fil-A or Concordia, the letter notes. 

It was signed by Reps. Don Beyer (D-Va.), Gerry Connolly (D-Va.), Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.), Pramila 
Jayapal (D-Wash.) and Ted Lieu (D-Calif.) 


Politico 
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Major Trump donor helped Pruitt pick EPA science advisers 

By Emily Holden and Anthony Adragna, 6/8/18,12:14 PM 

A prominent GOP donor and President Donald Trump supporter helped EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt choose the head 
of the influential scientific body charged with reviewing EPA's regulations, according to newly released documents. 

Doug Deason, a Dallas businessman, submitted a list of names of candidates for Pruitt's Science Advisory Board in 
August that had been supplied by the conservative Texas Public Policy Foundation, on whose board he serves. 

Deason and his father, Darwin Deason, donated over $900,000 in 2016 alone to help elect Trump and other Republican 
candidates. His influence over the SAB appointments is the latest example of the high-level access that politically 
powerful conservatives have to the EPA administrator. Deason is known to be a friend of Pruitt's. 

Deason and his wife have also been donors to the Koch brothers' network of organizations that raise money for 
Republicans running for state and national office. 

Last year, Pruitt overhauled EPA's advisory boards, banning scientists who received EPA funding and replacing many of 
them with employees of energy companies and state agencies. The new emails, released under the Freedom of 
Information Act to the Sierra Club, show that some of those appointments were made at the suggestion of campaign 
contributors and oil and coal industry officials. 

Deason's full list, which EPA did not provide, was drafted by Kathleen Hartnett White, a TPPF fellow whose nomination 
to run the Council on Environmental Quality flopped in the Senate after a poor showing in her confirmation hearing and 
her lack of scientific credentials. She had drawn fire from environmentalists and Democrats for comments dismissing 
climate change and downplaying the dangers of pollutants like smog. 

Reached via email, Deason acknowledged that he had made the recommendations. And he did not believe Pruitt's job at 
EPA was in danger, saying he "is out of the woods from what I have been told by contacts in the White House. Time to 
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move on [to the] real story." EPA did not dispute that Deason was involved in the process, but said others put forward 
nominations too. 

Pruitt has regularly sought to build connections with top GOP donors, including some whose businesses are heavily 
regulated by EPA. He has huddled with Steve Chancellor, a coal executive who raised over $1 million for Trump, 
POLITICO reported. And he sat in coveted courtside seats at a University of Kentucky basketball game with tickets from 
billionaire coal magnate and Republican funder Joe Craft, whose wife is Trump's ambassador to Canada, The New York 
Times has reported. 

Deason's top recommendation to Pruitt was Michael Honeycutt, a toxicologist at the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, who was subsequently appointed to lead the Science Advisory Board, which counsels the agency 
on how it uses science to write regulations and is currently reviewing sweeping rule changes Pruitt is implementing. 
Honeycutt has been a critic of EPA's regulations, and cast doubt on its assessments of the dangers of mercury, arsenic 
and ozone pollution. 

According to internal emails, Deason told Pruitt's then-scheduler Sydney Hupp in May 2017 that Pruitt "asked that I help 
them add a few experts on a new proposed Science Advisory Board." EPA didn't publicly request candidates until June. 

Months later, Deason forwarded White's list to Pruitt's chief of staff Ryan Jackson. TPPF Executive Director Kevin 
Roberts said White "especially recommends Dr. Michael Honeycutt of theTCEQ," and attached his bio first. 

EPA argues Honeycutt was not chosen on Deason's recommendation alone, saying in an emailed statement from a 
spokesman that "he is a well-qualified and respected toxicologist, he has been nominated by multiple people and 
considered for EPA science advisory committees for the last several years." 

Craig Holman, a government affairs lobbyist for the watchdog group Public Citizen, said Deason's influence in the 
process "raises serious concerns." 

"That should have been a merit-based process of selection and not based on the wishes of personal friends and major 
party donors," Holman said. "It's a sad reflection of what we're seeing going on throughout the Trump administration. 
Trump values millionaires and billionaires and those who are very wealthy as being the type of people who are running 
our government, so that's who he listens to — it's really a takeover of our government by the very wealthy." 

Deason's initial email to Hupp about the science boards was sent before he met with Pruitt on May 18, an appointment 
that the agency never disclosed. Deason also set up a meeting that day between Pruitt and his business partner Roy 
Bailey, the managing director at the private equity firm Giuliani Deason Capital Interests, which is partly owned by Rudy 
Giuliano's firm Giuliano Partners. The Dallas Morning News has reported that Bailey was also a major fundraiser for 
Trump. 

Bailey brought along executives from Intrexon, a biotechnology company whose subsidiary now has a proposal before 
the agency to deploy genetically engineered mosquitoes to reduce the population of Zika-carrying mosquitoes in South 
Florida. 

Bailey set up the meeting as a personal favor for the company's CEO, R.J. Kirk, who is a friend, Intrexon said. 

"I truly believe that Scott and his team would benefit greatly from meeting with RJ," Deason told Hupp. "If Scott and/or 
Ryan Jackson have any time I would really appreciate it if they would give RJ 15 mins or so. They will learn a lot!" 

Pruitt's public calendar lists the meeting with Intrexon but does not note Bailey's attendance. The administrator's more 
detailed internal calendar item for the meeting, obtained under pubic records laws, lists Bailey and Intrexon executives, 
but not Deason. 
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The records noted that Intrexon's technology, which was previously under the FDA's jurisdiction, "will fall under the 
purview of the ERA." 


Asked about the donors' role in the meeting, the ERA spokesman said "Administrator Rruitt meets with a wide range of 
regulated stakeholders and these meetings are no different." 

Deason has been a staunch supporter of Rruitt during his recent scandals, and has pressed his White House contacts to 
keep Rruitt at ERA, suggesting that if reports that Trump chief of staff John Kelly was pushing for his ouster, then Kelly 
"has no spine," according to Bloomberg. 

He also helped book Rruitt as a speaker at a TRRF and Heritage Foundation event in Washington on Nov. 30, emailing 
Rruitt and Jackson directly. 

Jackson thanked Deason for "the help on the science boards," noting in an email in October that they would be 
announced in the next few weeks. And Deason followed up after the announcement, writing, "Great news on the 
Science Boards, Ryan. Scott knocked it out of the park yesterday." 

The American Retroleum Institute also put forward six of its own recommendations for various science boards, and two 
of those ultimately landed positions advising ERA: Merl Lindstrom, the vice president of technology for Rhillips 66, and 
Robert Merritt, a retired geoscience manager from oil giant Total SA. ARI Director of Federal Relations Hilary Moffett in 
August sent the list of candidates to Jackson and Deputy Assistant Administrator for Research and Development Richard 
Yamada. 

Separately, Betsy Monseu, head of the American Coal Council, recommended two of the group's members who were 
not ultimately picked. The organization itself did not take an official position, but Monseu emailed her names to ERA air 
office adviser Mandy Gunasekara in July. 

The ERA spokesman said the agency had more than 700 applicants for its science boards and sought a "wider range of 
voices to weigh into" the selection process and now has "highly qualified" boards that are "independent and 
geographically diverse." 


Washington Examiner 
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Anti-climate camp offers Scott Pruitt help in meeting court order 

By John Siciliano, 6/7/18, 6:33 RM 

Environmental Rrotection Agency Administrator Scott Rruitt is receiving help from well-known climate skeptics in 
meeting the demands of a court order to provide the basis for a statement he made that climate change is not man¬ 
made. 

The Heartland Institute shipped copies of its 3,000-page "Climate Change Reconsidered" series of reports to Rruitt on 
Thursday, with a letter from the group's president advising the ERA chief to use the documents in complying with the 
court's June 1 order. 

The D.C. District Court ordered Rruitt to back up claims he made in a CNBC interview last year that carbon dioxide 
emissions from the burning of fossil fuels are not the primary contributor to climate change. The court was responding 
to an environmental group's lawsuit on a Freedom of Information Act request that the ERA did not answer about the 
basis for the CNBC statement. 
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Judge Beryl Howell rejected the EPA's objections to upholding the Freedom of information Act request, calling the 
agency's arguments "not persuasive" and ordering it to produce studies that the agency has supporting Pruitt's position 
on climate change by July 11. 

"We have no doubt that [the environmentalists], with the assistance of the judge, is trying to box you in and embarrass 
you," said Tim Huelskarnp, president of the Heartland institute, in a letter that accompanied the studies. 

"After ail, you were only on the job for a few days and you could not possibly have reviewed ail the documents EPA 
possessed before your confirmation — which would all toe the unscientific, alarmist dogma that marked the Obama 
years," Huelskarnp wrote. "Fortunately, you do not have to look far to find 'documents that support the conclusion that 
human activity is not the largest factor driving global climate change,'" he said, citing the judge's order. 

Huelskarnp said that its studies on climate change had been submitted in both digital and physical form during former 
President Barack Obama's administration. But it is resending copies "in the event an Obama-era ideologue at EPA 
disposed of or destroyed those volumes," Huelskarnp said. 

The volumes are scholarly documents refuting many of the conclusions of the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change's global warming forecasts and modeling. 


The Hill 

http://thehin.corn/policv/energv-environnient/391257-dem$-seek-watchdog-probe-into-pruitts-chick-fil-a-deal!ngs 

Dems seek watchdog probe into Pruitt's Chick-fil-A dealings 

By Timothy Cama, 6/7/18, 4:55 PM 

Three Democratic senators want the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) internal watchdog to examine reports 
that Administrator Scott Pruitt used his position to try to get work for his wife. 

Democratic Sens. Tom Udall (N.M.), Tom Carper (Del.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.l.) pointed to news this week that 
Pruitt tried to get his wife Marlyn a Chick-fil-A franchise and successfully got her an event-planning gig, saying they're 
concerned that there may be other similar incidents. 

"While reviews of public emails have turned up these two instances of Administrator Pruitt pursuing business 
opportunities for his family, we are concerned that there could be other, as yet unknown, business pursuits as well," 
they wrote Wednesday to EPA Inspector General Arthur Elkins. 

Elkins's office is already looking into allegations that Pruitt used his staff at EPA for personal tasks, which could violate 
federal law. 

"We would like you to either supplement that investigation or open a new one to review whether the administrator 
used his position — acting in his own capacity or through his official staff — to pursue private business opportunities to 
enrich himself or any members of his family regarding these two cases and any other financial opportunities for 
Administrator Pruitt's family," the Democrats wrote. 

Pruitt has defended his unsuccessful work to get his wife a franchise of the chicken restaurant owned by an outspoken 
Christian family. 

"1 love, she loves — we love — Chick-fil-A as a franchise of faith and one of the best in the country," Pruitt told Nextar 
Broadcasting Wednesday. 

"We need more of them in Tulsa, we need more of them across the country." 
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https://www.cnn.cor'n/2Q18/06/Q7/poHtics/congress-scot:t-pruH:t-react:ions-repub!sc3ns/gndex.htmj 

Anxiety about EPA administrator under fire, but little action on Capitol Hill 

By Lauren Fox, 6/7/18, UPDATED 7:46 PM 

(CNN) -- Republican patience is waning when it comes to Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

GOP lawmakers on Capitol Hill are openly opining on Pruitt's character, ethics and judgment even as they say they are 
largely happy with the policy decisions the EPA administrator is making at the agency. 

All of the tension is leading to questions about how long it will be tenable for Pruitt to stay in the job. 

"That's the question. That's the question. I think the President will make that decision," West Virginia Republican Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito said. 

Members say that the problem for Pruitt isn't one incident, but the wide array of allegations that have stacked up 
against him, with about one dozen inquiries into his actions as EPA administrator. On Thursday, The Washington Post 
reported that Pruitt had his security detail drive him around Washington looking for his favorite lotion and, on occasion, 
pick up his dry cleaning. The Government Accountability Office has found he violated the law for not reporting to 
Congress that he installed a $43,000 soundproof booth in his office and there have been reports that Pruitt used his 
office to inquire about a Chick-fil-A business opportunity for his wife among other things. 

Sen. Dick Shelby, a Republican from Alabama, described it as "a lot of cuts." 

"It's not helpful for one after another after another of these issues to come up so I don't know where it is going," said 
Arizona Republican Sen. Jeff Flake. 

The reviews, audits and investigations into Pruitt's actions at the agency include his unprecedented 24/7 security detail, 
first-class airplane tickets and condo rental from a lobbyist couple. 

CNN has reached out to the EPA for comment on the criticism from Republicans’ and has not yet received a response, 

The level of outrage about Pruitt - even in a Republican Party where members are skittish about crossing their President 
- is palpable. Sen. John Kennedy, a Republican from Louisiana, told CNN Wednesday that "behavior wise," Pruitt was 
"acting like a moron." 

"This behavior has hurt and is hurting the President, which hurts the country," Kennedy said. "When you are in a 
position of authority as he is, enormous power of being the administrator of the EPA, you cannot have appearances of 
impropriety and the hits just keep on coming." 

Sen. Joni Ernst, a Republican from Iowa, tagged Pruitt as "about as swampy as you get" during a Platts Energy event this 
week. 

Even in the House, Pruitt has become a distraction for those who have jurisdiction over the EPA. Rep. John Shirnkus, a 
Republican from Illinois who has oversight authority over the EPA on his subcommittee, told CNN Thursday that that 
he's not as concerned as he is frustrated. 

"Come on, help us out here. Don't do stupid things," Shirnkus said about Pruitt’s recent behavior. "Character matters. 
Stewardship matters." 
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But, Shimkus says an obstacle for Republicans to act or talk to the administration is the fear that the administration may 
not be able to get another ERA administrator confirmed if Pruitt was fired. The margin in the Senate is narrow and the 
body already has a packed schedule for the summer that includes a long list of nominees. 

"We run into the concern of we need people at the head of agencies especially at one like the ERA where it's kind of a 
sea change from the last administration," Shimkus said. "Having someone there is important. Because of what is 
occurring in the personal side, if that runs him out of the position, then we don't have anybody. Then you're kind of 
stagnant," Shimkus said. 

There is also the other factor: Trump. 

The President praised Pruitt Wednesday while at FEMA headquarters and most recently appears pleased with the job 
Pruitt is doing. 

"Administrator Scott Pruitt. Thank you, Scott, very much. EPA is doing really really well. And you know, somebody has to 
say that about you a little bit -- you know that Scott," Trump said Wednesday. 

There are still plenty of Republicans who say they aren't interested in nitpicking Pruitt. Sen. Roger Wicker, a Republican 
from Mississippi who is up for re-election, said he didn't have any concerns. Asked directly about the Chick-fil-A incident 
and a report that Pruitt inquired about getting a mattress from the Trump Hotel, Wicker categorized the alleged 
infractions as "small potatoes." 

John Barrasso, a Republican on the Senate's Energy Committee, told CNN "we're continuing to have oversight, 
continuing to ask questions, continuing to wait for the full. White House formal review." 

Capito, another member of the Energy Committee, however, warned "honestly, I think it has an eroding effect of his 
support overall." 


The Daily Beast 
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Scott Pruitt Made Public Servants Fetch His Protein Bars and Greek Yogurt 

By Lachlan Markay and Asawin Suebsaeng, 6/7/18, 6:27 PM 

If you've worked for Scott Pruitt, there's a not-insignificant chance that you have fetched him his favorite junk—and 
health!—food while on the job. 

According to four sources familiar with the work environment at the Environmental Protection Agency, its scandal- 
plagued EPA administrator has regularly sent his subordinates out during the workday to pick up his favorite snacks and 
treats. Pruitt has been known to send staffers on these errands at least twice a week, with some sources describing his 
demands as "constant," and others merely noting that he does this "frequently." 

"1 can't tell you how many times I was sent out to get protein bars on the orders of [Pruitt]," one person told The Daily 
Beast. 

Beyond the protein bars, Pruitt also has a well-known sweet tooth, and often tells staffers to make a grocery run to get 
his preferred sweets, cookies, and Greek yogurt, among other items, sources say. 
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Pruitt's tastes in snacks are rather refined, according to former aides. He is particularly fond of finger food from the 
upscale eatery Dean & Deluca, according to a former EPA official. Pruitt is also particular about his coffee tastes, the 
former official said, and would often direct an aide to brew him pour-over coffee, which he prefers to more run-of-the- 
mill brewing methods. 

An agency spokesperson declined to comment directly on this story. "EPA will not be commenting on anonymous 
sources who are working to distract Americans from Administrator Pruitt's accomplishments on regulatory certainty and 
environmental stewardship," the spokesperson told The Daily Beast in an emailed statement. 

Pruitt's use of official resources to run personal errands is just the latest in a long string of controversies that have 
dogged his tenure as the nation's top environmental regulator. On Thursday, the Washington Post reported that Pruitt 
has also tasked his security detail with personal tasks such as picking up his dry cleaning and fetching him hand lotion 
that is apparently available only at Ritz Carlton hotels. 

Also this week, emails obtained through the Freedom of Information Act by the Sierra Club, an environmentalist group, 
showed a top Pruitt aide seeking a used mattress for the administrator from the Trump International Hotel in 
Washington, and inquiring about the purchase of a Chick-fil-A franchise on Pruitt's wife's behalf. That aide, Millan Hupp, 
resigned this week. 

Such practices have drawn the ire of ethics watchdogs, who balk at top government official using his official staff to run 
these types of personal errands. Stories like this one, however, are nothing new for Donald Trump's EPA administrator, 
who has managed to survive intense scrutiny of his spending on first class airfare, and his one-time accommodations in a 
Capitol Hill house owned by the wife of an energy lobbyist. 

Nevertheless, Pruitt maintains the support of the president, at least publicly. But multiple current and former 
administration officials told The Daily Beast that morale on Pruitt's staff is currently in the pits. 

One source described the work environment as a "hell hole," where many staffers, some of whom had been eyeing the 
exits for months, have now bolted, and several still remaining are quietly looking for other jobs. In addition to Hupp, 
Sarah Greenwalt, a senior counselor to Pruitt, resigned this week. 

As Pruitt has become increasingly isolated in his position—with numerous White House senior officials, including Chief 
of Staff John Kelly, wishing him gone as soon as possible—multiple sources said that the EPA chief continues to share a 
familiar trait with his boss—a refusal to say, "I'm sorry." 

In the months since the deluge of negative news stories and revelations began, sources familiar all told The Daily Beast 
that Pruitt hasn't convened a meeting of staffers to apologize for what he has put them through, or thanked them for 
their work defending him publicly and privately. 

in private conversations with groups of staffers, Pruitt is known to talk largely about himself. 

"Narcissist," one former administration official bluntly assessed, 


ABC News 
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Toyota offered Pruitt private test drive of new Lexus model, emails show 
By Lucien Bruggeman, 6/8/18, 6:17 AM 
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Toyota's top brass offered ernbattied Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt a private test drive in 
one of Lexus' latest models late last year, and although it's not clear if there was ever a test drive, it's a potentially 
problematic pitch to the head of a regulatory body from a company subject to its regulation. 

Emails exchanged last fall betv»/een one of Pruitt's former top aides, Millan Hupp, and a representative for Toyota — the 
parent company of Lexus — indicate Pruitt's apparent interest in taking the Lexus LC500 for a test drive after visiting 
Toyota headquarters in Piano, Texas. The company sent several emails following up to see if Pruitt was still interested in 
taking a ride and offered to also show him the company's hydrogen fuel-cell vehicle, the "Mirai." 

"Just today, we took delivery of a brand new Lexus LC500 (the same car we showed him in the parking garage)," Tom 
Strieker, a vice president in Toyota's product regulatory affairs division, wrote on Aug. 31, 2017. "Is there a good day in 
the next week or so for the Administrator to go for a lunchtime drive?" 

"He saw one in Texas and seemed excited to take it for a spin," Strieker added. 

The emails, obtained by the Sierra Club through a public records request and subsequent lawsuit, do not indicate 
whether the test drive took place. The emails only indicate Hupp thanked Strieker for the offer. 

Neither party to the emails would clarify if Pruitt asked for special treatment. 

"Scott Pruitt is apparently incapable of saying no to corporate lobbyists in any context, whether it is on policies that sell 

out our health and our future, or on personal perks and experiences he simply must indulge," John Coequyt, senior 

director of federal policy for the Sierra Club, told ABC News in a statement. 

"Pruitt has become both a caricature and the example par excellence of incompetence, corruption, and petty grifting, 
and it's past time for him to resign," Coequyt said. 

Neither Toyota nor the EPA responded to a request for comment. 

in December, Pruitt said the EPA was "partnering" with Toyota to reform management at the agency, but in January, 
under pressure from environmental advocacy groups, the company pulled out of those discussions. 

in April of this year, Pruitt announced that the EPA was rolling back Obama-era fuel efficiency and emissions standards 
for automobiles, a decision applauded by the auto industry. 

Toyota has spent more than $7 million on lobbying in Washington since President Donald Trump took office, according 
to disclosure reports filed with Congress. In addition to lobbying Congress and other agencies, the auto company has 
spent $30,000 during that time specifically to lobby the EPA, the reports show. 

This latest story caps a week of revelations about Pruitt's rocky stint at the agency. Earlier this week, ABC News reported 
that Pruitt's aides helped him look for an apartment, set up meetings about financial opportunities for his wife with 
Chick-fil-a, and even shopped for a mattress, raising questions about whether Pruitt violated federal rules by asking his 
employees to do personal favors for him on the government's time. 

On Wednesday, ABC News reported that two of Pruitt's top lieutenants at the agency were resigning, including Hupp, 
who communicated with the Toyota representative about the test drive. A second aide, Sarah Greenwalt, also 
announced her resignation this week. 

Despite a tenure marked by controversy over controversy, top White House officials told ABC News on Thursday that the 
president does not appear to be changing his stance and is standing behind Pruitt. 
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Protester brings lotion to heckle Pruitt during speech 

By Ben Kamisar, 6/8/18, 9:33 AM 

A protestor interrupted Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt's address at a conference for the 
religious right on Friday, holding up a bottle of lotion to make fun of a recent report that Pruitt's staff had been tasked 
with running errands for him. 

Shortly after Pruitt began to address the Faith and Freedom Coalition's Road to Majority Conference in Washington, 

D.C., a woman stood up and began shouting at him. She held a large bottle of lotion above her head as security 
immediately escorted her out and the crowd began to chide her, 

Pruitt briefly addressed the incident, framing it as indicative of the "left" and its approach toward him. 

"The left doesn't want to talk about truth, the left doesn't want to talk about results. They just want to shout and try to 
intimidate," he said. 

The EPA administrator has been dogged by allegations of improper spending and ethics violations that have trickled out 
in news reports over the past months. On Thursday, the Washington Post reported that Pruitt's security detail has had to 
run errands with and for him that included getting him his preferred lotion, which can be found at Ritz Carlton hotels. 


ABC News 
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Trevor Noah: Scott Pruitt really should 'think bigger' when it comes to scandals 

By Justin Doom, 6/8/18, 2:23 AM 

Trevor Noah on Thursday night said the scandals in which Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt 
finds himself embroiled are actually more confusing than infuriating -- and that he should really be aiming higher. 

"Nobody in Washington has been as consistently caught up in scandal as EPA chief Scott Pruitt, and, surprisingly, his 
scandals haven't come from him working to destroy the environment," Noah said. "No, no, no - they've come from his 
little side hustles. 

"Normally, when you find out about corruption in D.C., it's the kind that makes you mad - 'Millions in bribes?!' -- but 
with every new Pruitt revelation, every time, you just go, 'Wait... what?"' 

The host of "The Daily Show" then played news clips discussing how Pruitt attempted to get his wife a Chick-fii-A 
franchise. 

"Just think about this for a second," Noah continued. "You're the head of a major government agency with influence 
over some of the biggest corporations in the world, and you decide to abuse your position ... to get your wife a chicken 
store? 

"My man, focus! You have all that power! You've got to think bigger? It's like he's Thanos and using the Infinity Gauntlet 
to cut the line at Disney World." 
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Pruitt Is Overhauling EPA 'Cost-Benefit' Analysis That Obama Used To Justify Costly Regs 

By Tim Pearce, 6/8/18, 2:33 AM 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt is overhauling the way his department calculates the 
costs and benefits of new regulations, the EPA announced Thursday. 

The EPA issued an advance notice that it will be collecting input from the public on how to restructure the cost-benefit 
analysis process within the agency. Pruitt held up former-President Barack Obama's administration as an example why 
the process needs improvement. 

"Many have complained that the previous administration inflated the benefits and underestimated the costs of its 
regulations through questionable cost-benefit analysis," Pruitt said in a statement. "This action is the next step toward 
providing clarity and real-world accuracy with respect to the impact of the agency's decisions on the economy and the 
regulated community." 

Republicans accused Obama's EPA of miscalculating the economic impact of new environmental regulations. 

One such example is the Clean Power Plan, enacted under Obama to cut carbon emissions from power plants. When 
calculating the impact of the regulation, the EPA under Obama found the social cost of carbon to average $36 per ton. 

Economists criticized that measurement and others, alleging the EPA used metrics crafted to reach a certain outcome. 

Under Pruitt, the EPA measured the social cost of carbon again and found the it to be several times lower at only $5 per 
ton. 


Washington Examiner 
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Scott Pruitt's fuel economy rollback is hurting American consumers (’"Op-Ed) 

By Mark Cooper and Jack Gillis, 6/8/18, 12:00 AM 

It would be nice if the leader of the Environmental Protection Agency truly believed in protecting the environment and 
people. Failing that, it would be nice if he'd at least get his facts straight. 

Unfortunately for American consumers, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, who has a long history of attacking the agency 
he now heads, seems to believe everything corporate lobbyists tell him. A case in point: his decision to roil back carefully 
crafted fuel-economy standards for passenger cars and trucks, which would save consumers $3,200 per car and $4,800 
per truck over the lifetime of their vehicles. He's making these savings vanish into thin air and breaking a promise the 
government and automakers made to the American people. 

Every argument he raises against improving fuel economy is just plain wrong. For example, national fuel-economy 
standards grade automobiles on a curve: SUVs don't have to get as many miles per gallon as small cars do. But Pruitt 
ignores this fact and tries to argue that the popularity of SUVs somehow makes it harder for automakers to meet fuel- 
economy standards. 
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Of course, Americans love their SUVs and pickup trucks — but they love them even more when they go farther on every 
gallon of gas, and sales data proves it. SUVs that have boosted fuel efficiency by 15 percent or more have enjoyed sales 
that are 20 percent higher than SUVs whose fuel efficiency has increased by less than 15 percent. 

By design, the fuel-economy standards phase in gradually over the years, because it takes time to develop new models. 
And over these years, we've learned that automakers' compliance costs have turned out to be lower than originally 
projected, while clean-car technology costs are dropping fast. Yet rollback proponents falsely claim these costs are high. 

To ease the transition to making more fuel-efficient vehicles and ensuring that manufacturers had enough time to 
comply, automakers were given temporary extra credits and flexibility for several years. Now that those breaks are 
coming to an end, as planned, automakers are pointing to dwindling credits and less flexibility as evidence that it's 
suddenly getting harder to meet the standards. The truth is they're dragging their feet, and the ERA seems poised to 
reward their bad behavior. 

if you simply look at the monetary costs and benefits associated with the stronger fuel-economy standards that Pruitt 
plans to roil back, about 80 percent of the benefits take the form of consumer savings. This is extra money that helps 
balance the budgets of American families and businesses alike across the country. 

Over the lifetime of the vehicle, that extra money is helping to pay for other improvements, including safety. Our latest 
research shows that drivers of "ail-new" vehicles introduced in 2018 will save an average of $2,605, compared to their 
2011 models, which eclipses the average sticker price increase of $2,127. So not only will fuel savings cover any cost of 
fuel saving technology, but also all of the other costs that go into carmaker price increases like new safety features, 
technology and designs. 

As fuel economy improves, more advanced safety features, such as blind-spot detection and lane keeping assist, are 
being added to these "all-new" models, proving that when it comes to protection for your family and fuel savings, you 
don't have to choose. Fuel efficiency makes safety affordable. 

And there's a gross misunderstanding on the EPA's part about low-income consumers, who spend more on gasoline as a 
percentage of income, and who need more efficient vehicles the most. People living paycheck to paycheck 
overwhelmingly tend to buy used vehicles. Efficient new cars eventually become dramatically cheaper - but still very 
efficient - used vehicles. And yet supporters of the fuel-economy rollback have the gall to claim that stronger fuel 
economy standards will somehow hurt low-income households — a claim that has been thoroughly refuted. 

Moreover, today's cars are the safest, most efficient, most desirable cars, trucks and SUVs in history, and consumers are 
responding by buying them in record numbers. Each year more new, fuel-efficient, and safer vehicles are driving on our 
nation's roads, while less safe and less fuel-efficient vehicles are being retired. This means our national fleet is becoming 
more fuel efficient and safer each year — with fuel economy standards paying for safety improvements 

Rather than listen to these facts, and the wishes of the American people, this administration seems to be bowing to the 
desires of corporate lobbyists and polluting industries. And they don't even bother coming up with convincing 
arguments to justify their terrible decisions. 

We want to see EPA get the facts straight, fulfill its responsibility and maintain strong national fuel economy standards 
that are making the newest, safest cars more affordable than ever for consumers. 

Mark Cooper is director of research for the Consumer Federation of America (CFA) and Jack Gillis is CFA's incoming 
executive director and author of The Car Book. CFA is a national association of nearly 280 non-profit organizations 
working to advance the interests of consumers. 
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Pruitt takes credit for ozone reductions tied to Bush, Obama administrations 

By Alex Guillen, 6/8/18, 11:14 AM 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt today took credit for notching up environmental achievements — even though they were 
mostly due to previous administrations' actions. 

Speaking before the Faith and Freedom Coalition, a conservative Christian non-profit, Pruitt argued that his critics have 
ignored his accomplishments. 

"Fiere's a newsflash: Air quality is better in this country since the Trump administration came into office. Ten percent 
better on ozone under this administration," Pruitt said. 

Many of the last year's ozone gains, however, have come from continuing implementation of the 2008 ozone standard 
set under the Bush administration, and to a lesser extent from the Obama administration's 2015 rule that tightened that 
standard further. 

EPA said the 10 percent drop came from the number of counties initially designated as failing to meet the 2008 standard 
by the Obama administration versus Trump-era designations under the more stringent 2015 standard. 

Pruitt initiated a review of the 2015 rule in what was seen as a precursor to repealing it, but has not yet taken action. 
Meanwhile, federal courts have ordered EPA to take the next steps in implementing the 2015 standard, forcing EPA to 
finish issuing area designations for most of the U.S. 

Pruitt also plugged his work to clean up Superfund sites around the U.S. "This year we will see as many as ten times the 
number of sites cleaned up under this administration than what existed with the Obama administration in one year," he 
said^ 

Because of the lengthy nature of Superfund clean-ups, which can take years or even decades, sites currently being 
removed from the Superfund list often saw their remediation begin under the Obama administration. President Barack 
Obama delisted 60 Superfund sites over eight years, according to EPA's website. Pruitt has delisted seven so far* 
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Biofuel deal stalemate keeps pressure off refiners 

By Eric Wolff, 6/8/18, 2:33 PM 

Ethanol backers praised President Donald Trump this week for blocking changes to the biofuel program that they feared 
would be a setback for the corn-based fuel, but experts say it's oil refiners who are getting all the benefits from the 
stalemate. 

Iowa Republican Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst both thanked Trump on Tuesday for refusing to sign off on a deal to 
alter the Renewable Fuel Standard to expand sales of E15 fuel but allow exports of ethanol to qualify for compliance 
credits, a change that would have sharply increased the number of those Renewable Identification Numbers in the 
market. 
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Though refineries have portrayed that increase in RINs as a necessary approach to bring down their cost of compliance, 
the dozens of economic hardship waivers that ERA Administrator Scott Pruitt has granted to small oil processors has 
already pushed the cost of those credits to their lowest levels in five years. And the failure to reach an agreement on 
changes to the RFS mean those ERA waivers will stay in place for now. 

"No deal allows the ERA to continue to implement actions as they see fit, and those have been benefiting refiners," said 
Andy Lipow, an oil industry analyst with Lipow Oil Associates. "[Pruitt's] actions are geared toward helping 
manufacturing, and the oil industry is just one of the many he's been helping through the deregulation process." 

Ethanol producers say ERA has de facto lowered the legal ethanol blending mandate for U.S. refiners by at least 1,5 
billion gallons by issuing the waivers. That, as well as the chatter about allowing RINs on exports, drove RIN prices down 
to 18 cents per gallon on Monday, a dramatic fail from prices near $1 last August, according to energy price data service 
ORIS. Those prices has ticked up slightly to 21 cent per gallon by Thursday. 

And RIN prices aren't expected to rise much, even though any deal is on hold for now. 

"The only reason RIN prices are as high as they are today is uncertainty of small refinery policy," said Neelesh Nerurkar, 
an analyst with ClearView Energy Partners. "Just because a reform deal is on ice, doesn't mean RIN prices should shoot 
up." 

Both Grassley and Ernst have been critical of Pruitt — who Ernst derided as "about as swampy as you get" this week — 
and ethanol groups expect that he will continue to be sympathetic to the complaints of the refiners. Pruitt was seen at 
dinner this week with Sen, Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who has championed the refiners' arguments in the White House talks. 

"It's clear that the refiners have the ear of Administrator Pruitt," said Brooke Coleman, executive director of the 
Advanced Biofuels Business Council. "We feel like Administrator Pruitt is going to stay at it." 

While the corn growers and ethanol backers have been pleased Trump has stuck to his promise to support the biofuel, 
some refiners say the agricultural groups may be missing an opportunity to stake out a real compromise solution that 
allows them to sell more fuel, especially since Pruitt's EPA could find new ways to help the oil industry. 

"There's going to be some changes in this program," said a refining industry source. "If anything, changes [ethanol 
producers] want to the RFS program will come with a price attached to it that is stability for RINs. They had a golden 
opportunity to get what they want the most. There are other options that almost certainly will proceed if this option is 
off the table." 

EPA declined to comment on whether the agency would seek future changes to the RFS, but Pruitt has aggressively 
explored ways to change the program. Last fall he proposed cutting biodiesel requirements in half. When that effort 
failed, he put the word out that the agency would be taking a broader interpretation the rules allowing small refiners 
facing economic hardship to be exempted from requirements, according to an oil industry source. 

EPA has reportedly granted waiver exemptions to the RFS to over two dozen refiners, along with retroactive exemptions 
to two refiners dating back to 2014. In at least once case, EPA granted an exemption to a refinery even though it 
exceeded the 75,000 barrel-per-day capacity definition of "small refinery" because the plant operated at lower volumes. 
Pruitt also granted a waiver to refiner Philadelphia Energy Solutions as part of the refinery's bankruptcy proceedings. 

Those waivers have helped bring the RIN prices down, a core goal for the refiners, but one that ethanol producers 
complain removes an incentive for oil industry players to develop new infrastructure to increasing fuel blending. 

Advanced Biofuel's Coleman suggested that Pruitt was pushing the limits of the program without concern that the 
changes could be cut down in court — even as questions about Pruitt's future swirl because of the growing number of 
scandals around him. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000525-00020 



"At the end of the day the political cost of all of this stuff ultimately falls on an administration that is unlikely to include 
him. One has to wonder if his systematic dismantling of the RFS is something that comes to his benefit and to no one 
else and that's fine with him," Coleman said. 

Members of Congress working on a legislative overhaul of the RFS would prefer to see to see ERA and the administration 
stop mucking around with the program. Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) and Rep. John Shimkus (R-ill.) have been working on 
a bill to make broader changes. Supporters of a legislative fix worried that big administrative changes would suck the life 
out of an overhaul bill. 

"The inability to reach a deal on administrative changes to the RFS perfectly illustrates the need for an enduring, 
legislative solution," said Jordan Haverly, a Shimkus spokesman. "That goal is no less difficult to reach, but it's the only 
way we'll get to an agreement that works for growers, producers, refiners, automakers, marketers, and most 
importantly, consumers." 


Washington Post 

https:.//'www.washinRtonpost.com/news./energv--environment/wp/2018./06/07/'epa-to-review-how-it-adds-up-the- 
econoriiic- p ros-and-cons-of-environmental-rule s/ ?utrr i t erm-.141.344cZ72b3 

ERA to review how it adds up the economic pros and cons of environmental rules 

By Dino Grandoni and Chris Mooney, 6/7/18, 6:06 PM 

Under President Trump, the Environmental Protection Agency has sought to change the way its researchers review 
science. Now the agency is taking aim at the way it does economics. 

The EPA took an initial step this week toward changing how it calculates the economic benefits and costs of regulatory 
decisions, a revision long sought by conservative allies of Trump. 

Under many environmental laws, the agency is required to tabulate the economic pros and cons of measures imposed 
on companies to reduce air and water pollution. For years under President Barack Obama, conservatives complained 
that agency officials overestimated the health and financial benefits of reducing carbon emissions from power plants. 

So on Thursday, the EPA announced it will solicit comments from companies, nonprofits and members of the public 
about how to do such cost-benefit analyses differently — bringing into the agency a long-running debate over how the 
government justifies new rules. 

"Many have complained that the previous administration inflated the benefits and underestimated the costs of its 
regulations through questionable cost-benefit analysis," EPA chief Scott Pruitt said in a statement Thursday. "This action 
is the next step toward providing clarity and real-world accuracy with respect to the impact of the Agency's decisions on 
the economy and the regulated community." 

The nation's major anti-pollution laws, the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, along with a number of other 
environmental statutes require the EPA to conduct cost-benefit analyses when writing new rules. But Pruitt's EPA argues 
that the laws are inconsistent in describing how such analyses are done and is pushing for what it calls uniformity and 
transparency. 

Environmental groups reacted to the EPA's announcement with dismay. Ana Unruh Cohen, managing director for 
government affairs at the Natural Resources Defense Council, suggested such rulemaking could obscure the benefits of 
anti-pollution rules to the public. 

Pruitt's actions are "founded on a big lie: that federal rules cost more than the benefits," Cohen said. "In fact, the 
opposite is true — by a country mile." 
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Michael Greenstone, an economics professor at the University of Chicago who served on Obama's Council of Economic 
Advisers, said the EPA's notice for the proposal was itself fairly "vapid," but the news release that accompanied it 
critically singled out examples of analyses from the Obama administration, suggesting the EPA is heading in a particular 
direction. 

For instance, the agency faulted how the Obama administration took into account co-benefits, those that come from 
"reduced emissions of a pollutant that is not the actual target pollutant of a regulation." The proposal cited the Clean 
Power Plan, which targeted carbon dioxide emissions but justified the regulation based on large benefits from reducing 
the health impacts of particulate air pollution, which decreases along with C02 when there is less burning of fossil fuels 
for energy. 

"The way I like to think about it is, if I press a button and something good happens, why would 1 want to not count half 
of the good that is produced by pressing that button?" Greenstone said. "There's no explanation given." 

Greenstone added that Pruitt seems to already have in mind the answer to the question on which the agency is seeking 
comment. "This appears to be policy-based evidence making. Where you set the policy, and then you go backwards and 
manufacture the evidence," he said. 

Another common complaint among conservatives, according to Diane Katz, a senior fellow at the conservative think tank 
the Heritage Foundation, is that the EPA compared the domestic costs of reducing carbon emissions against the global 
benefits of mitigating climate change. 

"We've seen them use a number of tricks that we find troubling," Katz said of Obama's EPA. 

Lisa Heinzerling, a law professor at Georgetown University who served in the agency under Obama, noted that the 
proposal is a regulation that applies just to how the EPA does things. Mostly, the agency has not been regulating, she 
said, but moving to deregulate. 

Heinzerling noted a parallel with Pruitt's recent proposal to change how the agency uses science in making regulatory 
decisions. In April, Pruitt moved to limit which studies the EPA can use in writing regulations to only those for which the 
underlying data is made public, excluding some landmark research that involves confidential personal or medical 
histories or proprietary information. 

"The striking thing about this and the science proposal is, those are the two really major regulatory initiatives of this 
administration, and they're both directed at the agency," she said. 

"The only thing they're regulating is themselves," she said. "And the reason they're doing that I think is that in the 
future, the agency will have to go through rulemaking to undo whatever they do here." 

The announcement earned quick praise from Republicans in Congress, providing Pruitt political cover during a week 
when he has weathered new revelations about enlisting EPA staff to help him pick up his dry cleaning, purchase a used 
hotel mattress and try to secure for his wife a Chick-fil-A franchise. 

"During the Obama administration, the Environmental Protection Agency exaggerated the benefits of Washington 
regulations and misjudged how costly they are to the economy," Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), chairman of the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee, said in a statement Thursday. "Now the Trump administration is taking 
important steps to make sure the agency can no longer abuse the cost-benefit analysis process." 


E&E Greenwire 
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Gina McCarthy's portrait is done. Pruitt hasn't hung it up 
By Kevin Bogardus and Robin Bravender, 6/8/18 

There's a corridor next to Scott Pruitt's office adorned with portraits of past EPA administrators. 

Gina McCarthy's picture isn't there. 

A portrait of President Obama's EPA boss has been prepared but was being stored in the office of a career agency official 
as recently as last winter, according to former EPA officials. Ex-EPA aides tried to set up a formal unveiling at the agency 
now run by President Trump's appointees, but that hasn't happened, according to one former staffer. 

EPA won't say where McCarthy's portrait is now. 

Some career employees grumble that they can no longer walk through part of the building that has long been an 
accessible passageway, and that they can't take guests to see the portraits anymore. Meanwhile, the floor where the 
administrator's office is located now has several photos of Pruitt lining the walls. 

An EPA spokeswoman said the agency is working with McCarthy's staff to set up a time to unveil her portrait. 

"We are engaging with Ms. McCarthy's staff to find a time to hold an unveiling ceremony," said Nancy Grantham with 
EPA's public affairs office. 

Earlier this year, McCarthy's portrait was being stored in "what we called the facilities office," Ron Slotkin, the former 
director of EPA's multimedia office, who retired this past January, told E&E News. 

"For all previous portraits, I was involved in staging and covering the unveiling ceremonies," Slotkin said. 

Portrait unveiling ceremonies have long been seen as rites of passage among Washington dignitaries — past Senate- 
confirmed EPA administrators' portraits are hanging outside of Pruitt's office. Slotkin said EPA chiefs typically have their 
portraits completed and unveiled in a ceremony right before they leave, but that didn't happen with President Obama's 
last administrator of the agency. 

"As for Gina's, we expected to do hers in her time, too. I think everyone was in shock with the Trump win. We lost 
track," Slotkin said. 

McCarthy hasn't been shy about publicly criticizing Pruitt. 

She told E&E News last month: "I am surprised that the position of administrator of EPA could be embroiled in so much 
scandal, both ethical questions as well as questions of paying attention to science and paying attention to the mission of 
the agency. I have to say that I just never thought I would live to see this day, and frankly, I hope none of us would ever 
see it or see it again." 

Pruitt has been a strident critic of EPA under the Obama administration. 

The current EPA administrator has sought to roll back several of the agency's rules, pushed for the United States to leave 
the Paris Agreement and has targeted Obama's green record, saying the last president was no "environmental savior." 

As Oklahoma's attorney general, Pruitt sued EPA several times and called himself "a leading advocate against the EPA's 
activist agenda" in his online biography. 

Still, the animosity between the two administrations was put to rest at other agencies when it came to portrait 
ceremonies. Last August, Energy Secretary Rick Perry welcomed his predecessor, Ernest Moniz, back to the department 
to unveil his likeness. 
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McCarthy's portrait — now languishing at EPA — is a photo, unlike those of her predecessors. That's after an uproar 
sparked by the high cost of official portraits by past officials — former Obama EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson's portrait 
cost about $40,000 (Greenwire, June 13, 2014). 

For several years, Congress tucked language into government spending bills that halted spending on paintings of all 
government workers. Earlier this year. President Trump signed a bill that permanently banned the use of taxpayer cash 
for painted portraits of government officials. 

McCarthy met with photographer Chris Smith on Jan. 11, 2017. On Jan. 13, just a few days before Trump took office, 
McCarthy was scheduled to have her portrait photo taken, according to her calendar obtained by E&E News under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

McCarthy's photo was taken leaning against a chair in what's now Pruitt's office, said the former EPA employee, who 
saw the portrait. 

McCarthy declined to comment for this story. 

Portraits of past EPA administrators have been hanging in the agency's headquarters dating back to 2005, according to 
past EPA administrators. 

Bill Reilly, who was EPA chief during the George W. Bush administration, and Clinton-era Administrator Carol Browner 
recall their portraits being unveiled during that ceremony, which coincided with EPA's 35th anniversary. The ex¬ 
administrator's families were invited to the event; Reilly's daughter attended, he said. Reilly still has a few portrait cards 
that were made to commemorate the day. 

President George W. Bush was in the White House then, and Stephen Johnson was EPA administrator, Slotkin said. 
Separate portrait ceremonies were later held for Johnson and Jackson, Slotkin added. 

'Pruitt's path' 

Since Pruitt has arrived at the agency, several photos of him have popped up around the agency — in framed shots 
hanging on wails and stand-up placards in hallways. 

Slotkin said that was no accident, and that Trump political appointees wanted to have pictures of Pruitt throughout the 
agency. He and his staff worked to make that happen, with top aides for the new administration hanging Pruitt photos in 
their offices. 

"The same was true of other politicals dressing the walls in their offices to make them look like they loved him. We even 
assembled, printed and framed news and magazine articles," he said. 

Slotkin said several photos of Pruitt in action were hung in what he called "Pruitt's path" — a walk in EPA headquarters 
that the administrator could take to get to his office. 

"Anywhere Pruitt walked, he could see himself," Slotkin said. "This included posters of Pruitt at elevator lobbies, too. We 
were disgusted that the purpose of EPA was discarded and replaced by Pruitt." 

As of this morning, an E&E News reporter saw several photos of Pruitt lining the hallways' walls on the floor in EPA 
headquarters where his office is located. An EPA spokesman said the agency plans to hang more. 

"EPA is very proud of ail the environmental successes we have achieved during the Trump administration," said the 
spokesman. 
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"As you saw from your visit this morning, photos and placards are placed throughout the agency and represent career 
and political staff engaging with stakeholders, NGOs and governmental officials to achieve positive environmental 
outcomes; we hope to hang many more." 

The spokesman also noted that Slotkin was no longer with EPA when the photos were selected, printed and hung. 

The prevalence of Pruitt photos in EPA headquarters has caught employees' attention. 

"There does seem to be a lot more propaganda propped up in the hallways than in prior administrations. And it's pretty 
clearly propaganda in a way we haven't seen before," said one employee. "Almost every poster they put up in the 
hallways has a picture of him." 

Another said, "You would not know that anyone worked at EPA except for him." 

Photos of Pruitt are elsewhere in the EPA complex, too, 

A small framed portrait of the current EPA chief is in the agency's one-room history exhibit in the Ronald Reagan 
Building — spotted this morning hanging next to an ATM machine. 
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EPA to Increase Transparency of Detergent Chemicals Releases 

By Sam McQuillan, 6/8/18 

EPA is boosting its mandatory list of chemicals that companies must report by adding 13 compounds used in cleaners 
and detergents. 

The Environmental Protection Agency added the chemicals to its Toxics Release Inventory, a program that obligates 
companies to report what they emit to air, discharge to water, and release to soil for the public record. The TRI program 
was created as a part of the 1986 Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act, which promotes disclosure of 
pollution amounts and trends. 

The regulation adds 13 specific nonylphenol ethoxylates to those compounds that need to be reported under the 
program. These chemicals are used in a wide variety of industrial applications and are present in adhesives, paints, 
laundry detergents, and some dust-control agents. Their release can be toxic to fish and other aquatic organisms, 
according to the EPA. 

"By making information about industrial management of toxic chemicals available to the public, community members, 
researchers, industrial facilities, investors, and government agencies can make more informed decisions that impact 
human health and the environment," EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said in a June 7 statement. 

The first reporting forms will be due July 1, 2020. Chemical facilities that meet minimum TRI reporting thresholds will 
begin collecting information on January 1, 2019. 

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control will host a public workshop on June 11 in Sacramento to receive 
comments on its proposal to prioritize nonylphenol ehtyoxiates in detergents as priority products under the state's Safer 
Consumer Products Regulations. The proposal is open for public comment here and the workshop also will be available 

via webcast. 
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HGTV's Chip and Joanna Gaines Will Pay Fine Over Lead Paint Violations 

By Sandra E. Garcia, 6/7/18 

Chip and Joanna Gaines, the stars of the HGTV television show "Fixer Upper," have settled with the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency over allegations that they violated rules for the safe handling of lead paint during 
home renovations. 

The Gaineses have agreed to pay the E.P.A. a civil fine of $40,000 and to inform their audience about the dangers of 
lead-based paint. Under the agreement, they will also take steps to ensure that their home renovation company, 
Magnolia Homes, is in compliance with E.P.A. regulations, the agency said. 

"Through this settlement, Magnolia is putting in place safeguards to ensure the safety of its renovation work and making 
meaningful contributions toward the protection of children and vulnerable communities from exposure to lead-based 
paint," Susan Bodine, the assistant administrator in the E.P.A.'s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, said in 
a statement. 

Magnolia Homes was contacted by the E.P.A. three years ago and "took immediate steps to bring its activities into 
compliance," John Marsicano, a spokesman for the company, said in a statement. 

As part of the settlement. Magnolia Homes will also spend $160,000 in Waco, Tex., where the company was founded, to 
decrease lead-based paint hazards in homes where residents are at high risks for exposure to dust from such paint, 
according to the E.P.A. 

in "Fixer Upper," the Gaineses make over newly purchased homes. During an hourlong episode, they demolish parts of 
the house, renovate it and reveal it to the homeowners. 

The Gaineses have used the final season of their show to talk about the dangers of having lead-based paint in homes. In 
one episode, Mr. Gaines discusses testing an old home for lead-based paints and talks about the E.P.A.'s lead 
renovation, repair and painting rule, known as the R.R.P. rule. The couple is also producing an online video about 
renovating homes that have lead-based paint. 

The E.P.A. banned the use of lead-based paint in homes in 1978, but homes built before that year probably still have 
such paint, making safety during home renovations a top priority of the agency. 

The R.R.P. rule requires that companies renovating homes and schools built before 1978 are certified by the E.P.A. and 
"follow lead-safe work practices to contain dust in the renovation work area and contain the waste during its disposal," 
according to the agency. 

Mr. Marsicano said Magnolia Homes would continue "to be proactive with our efforts to ensure total compliance 
moving forward, and remain committed to raising awareness in our community and our industry." 


AP 
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Idaho utility sues EPA over Hells Canyon dams requirement 
By Keith Ridler, 6/7/18 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) —- An Idaho utility has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency contending the 
agency failed to act on a request by the state of Idaho to modify water temperature standards below a hydroelectric 
project where federally protect fall Chinook salmon reproduce. 

The lawsuit filed Wednesday by Idaho Power Company in U.S. District Court seeks to force the agency to act on a 2012 
request by Idaho allowing warmer water temperatures in the Snake River below the Hells Canyon Complex on the Idaho- 
Oregon border. 

Snake River fail Chinook were listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act in the 1990s. A recovery plan 
released late last year by federal agencies identified the Snake River below the dams as the best spot for boosting the 
number of naturally reproducing spawning fish for the cold-water species. 

Hells Canyon is a mile-deep (1.6-kilometer) canyon carved by the Snake River, much of it popular for recreation but 
inaccessible by road. The three-dam Hells Canyon Complex built from the late 1950s through the 1960s partially tamed 
the river. 

Idaho Power in the lawsuit said the EPA is violating environmental and administrative laws. 

"EPA's failure to take action is an intentional filibustering tactic designed to effectively deny approval," the company 

said. 

EPA spokeswoman Suzanne Skadowski did not immediately respond Thursday to a phone message seeking comment. 

Idaho Power cites studies by scientists with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries that concluded 
changing the water temperature standards would not harm salmon. 

But the change could reduce the cost of electricity, the company said, saving customers up to $100 million over 50 years. 

When the water temperature standards aren't met, Idaho Power must pay for mitigation for potentially harming fall 
Chinook. The proposed temperature standard change would mean Idaho Power would have to pay for less mitigation, 
which involves improving habitat upstream of the dams with the goal of reducing water temperatures. 

Specifically, the new proposed temperature standards would raise the allowable water temperature below the dams 
from 55.4 degrees to 58 degrees from Oct. 23 to Nov. 6. 

Those two weeks are critical for fall Chinook that are spawning and putting eggs in river bed gravel that might not 
survive if the water gets too warm. 

Idaho Power said river temperatures under the current standard have never been met, with records going back to 1991. 
The company said the new standard wouldn't be met in most years, but the level of mitigation to pay would still be less 
than under the current standard. 

Idaho Gov. C.L "Butch" Otter, a Republican, has also pushed for the new standard. In a Dec. 4 letter to EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt, he asked that the federal agency approve the proposed standards "so that it can become effective 
immediately." 

But Chris Hladick, regional administrator for the EPA, responded on April 23 that the agency was focusing its efforts on 
coordinating with the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality and others to resolve relicensing details. 
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Idaho Power's 50-year license for the Hells Canyon Complex with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission expired in 
2005, and it has been operating the dams under annual licenses renewed each August. 

Brett Dumas, director of environmental affairs for Idaho Power, said the temperature standards are related to the 
relicensing but are also a stand-alone issue the company would like to get resolved. 

On another front, Idaho Power in February petitioned the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to 
review a 2017 decision by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission dismissing the utility's request that it exempt the 
Hells Canyon Complex from an Oregon law requiring fish passage as part of relicensing. Idaho, meanwhile, has a law 
preventing wild fall Chinook salmon from being transported above the dams. 

That case has been put on hold while the two states and Idaho Power try to reach an agreement. 

Idaho Power supplies electricity to nearly 534,000 customers in southern Idaho and eastern Oregon. The Hells Canyon 
Complex in a normal water year produces about 30 percent of the company's total annual power generation. 
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From: POLITICO Pro Energy [politicoemail@politicopro.com] 

Sent: 6/8/2018 9:44:28 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: Morning Energy: Dam fight tests states' infrastructure projects — Pruitt to speak today — Don't block the MOX 


By Kelsey Tamborrino | 06/08/2018 05:42 AKIEDT 

With help from Anthony Adragna, Ben Lefebvre, Darius Dixon and Annie Snider 

THE DAM THING: A brawl is brewing between Maryland's Republican governor, Larry Hogan, and Exelon 
Corp. over one of the country's largest privately owned dams. Pro's Annie Snider reports — and it could 
determine how assertive states can be when regulating major infrastructure projects. 

Hogan's administration is trying to force the utility to pay up to $7 billion to reduce pollution flowing 
through its Conowingo dam, which is located just upstream of the Chesapeake Bay, as a condition of renewing 
its operating license for another 50 years. Exelon says it may shut down the dam rather than pay to fix a 
problem it did not cause. But first, it's heading to court. 

The Supreme Court has given states broad leeway to set environmental requirements for infrastructure 
through authority granted by the Clean Water Act. And Maryland says it is stepping in because the Conowingo 
facility would raise pollution levels in violation of state water quality standards. But Exelon retorts the state's 
approach exceeds the boundaries of the federal water law, setting up a key test that will be closely watched 
around the country. 

The ensuing fight is a perfect example of what critics say is some states using the water law to block projects 
they oppose for other reasons. "If there's a state who just doesn't like something, an application thaf s been 
made, they can stall it for the year and then they hold the applicant over a barrel by saying, 'We'll either deny it 
or you withdraw it,"' Sen. Jim Inhofe said during an infrastructure hearing last month. Read more here . 

WE MADE IT TO FRIDAY! f m your host Kelsey Tamborrino. No one was able to guess that the 95th 
Congress had the largest number of veterans. Between 1977 and 1978, and just after the draft ended in 1973, the 
95th Congress had 412 veterans. For today: Before President Donald Trump, who was the last president to 
propose a rescissions package? Send your tips, energy gossip and comments to ktamborrinofaipolitico.com, or 
follow us on Twitter @kelsevtam . @Morning Energy , and @POLnTCOPro . 

Register for the Pro Summit: Join Pro subscribers, expert reporters and key decision-makers from the 
executive branch, federal agencies and Congress for a full day of incisive policy conversations on July 17. 
Speakers include: Rep. Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.), Chairman, House Democratic Caucus, Kevin McAleenan, 
Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, and others. Register today. 

Join the Global Public Affairs Club , a new global community dedicated to C-level public affairs 
professionals launched by POLITICO'S sister company, DII. Members receive the GPAC weekly newsletter, 
including original reporting and analysis on new transparency standards, recent lobbying regulation, risk 
management and industry best practices. In addition, members have access to the Global Public Affairs 
Forum on Sept. 28 in Paris. For additional information on GPAC, email Chloe Mimault-Talagrand at 
cmimault@dii.eu. 
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PRUITT SPEAKS: EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt is scheduled to deliver remarks this morning at the Faith 
and Freedom Coalition "Road to Majority" conference , an annual event where proverbial conservative activists 
take the stage to discuss issues of faith and the "pro-family majority" in Washington. The conference kicked off 
Thursday, and Vice President Mike Pence will speak Saturday. 

ON TAP TODAY: The Flouse late Thursday made it through the energy and water spending amendments to 
the chamber's "minibus" appropriations package. A final vote on the overall bill, which also includes legislative 
branch and military construction-VA spending, is expected today. Here's a look at how some of the 
amendments did: 

— The Trump administration's proposal to sell off electric transmission assets owned by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority and DOE's power marketing administration got the bipartisan boot Thursday. Nineteen 
lawmakers ranging from Oregon Rep. Earl Blumenauer to Texas Rep. Louie Gohmert secured an unopposed 
amendment to block any sale. 

— Yucca Mountain opponents still overwhelmed. Nevada's three Democratic representatives were defeated 
on two amendments seeking to block the long-stalled nuclear waste project and didn't bother seeking to put 
them up for a vote. 

— Lawmakers shot down an effort to punish Western Area Power Administration chief Mark Gabriel by 
slashing his salary to $1. 

— GOP lawmakers squelched efforts by Democrats to strip hot-button policy riders, including one blocking 
the Army Corps of Engineers from requiring a permit for wetlands damage in certain agricultural areas. 

THE CHICKEN OR THE IG: Three Democratic senators asked EPA's inspector general Thursday to review 
whether Pruitt used his office to seek out business opportunities benefiting his wife, citing recent reports that the 
embattled administrator had an aide contact Chick-fil-A executives to explore whether his wife could open a 
franchise. Sens. Tom Udall , Tom Carper and Sheldon Whitehouse also pointed to his wife's work for the New 
York nonprofit Concordia, which paid her $2,000 to help set up a conference last year at which Pruitt spoke. 
Pro's Alex Guillen has more here. 


Following news this week that coal magnate Bob Murray delivered drafts of six executive orders to the 
president at the beginning of his administration, Whitehouse and Carper separately asked the EPA IG to 
investigate whether EPA withheld documents, or misrepresented to Congress, the influence of Murray and 
others. Read that letter here. 


POPE MEETS BIG OIL: Pope Francis and Vatican officials plan to meet today and Saturday with leading oil 
executives, in what is expected to be an attempt to persuade them to take action on global warming. Vatican 
spokesman Greg Burke previously told the AP today's meeting is a follow-up to the pope's encyclical three 
years ago calling for action to address climate change. Cardinal Peter Turkson, who spearheaded the encyclical, 
set up today's conference with the executives. The pope himself will speak to the leaders on the second day of 
the summit, Burke said. Officials haven't confirmed today's line-up, but BP previously confirmed to AP that its 
CEO Robert Dudley plans to attend, as well as Exxon Mobil CEO Darren Woods. 

MURKOWSKI'S THOUGHTS ON PRUITT: GOP Sen. Lisa Murkowski said she hadn't seen the most 
recent allegations concerning used mattresses and Chick-fil-A, but called the unending stream of revelations 
distracting. "What I'd really like to know is how we coming on our small and remote incinerators rule? What are 
we doing with the fish waste grinding regs?" she told ME, referring to regulations of particular importance to 
her state of Alaska. "When you're distracted, how do you make sure that the expectations that we all have about 
what's coming out the agency are met?" At a budget hearing last month, Murkowski warned P ruitt's 
deregulatory efforts were being "overshadowed" due to "legitimate questions that need to be answered" related 
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to his management of the agency. 


G-7 BEGINS WITH FRUSTRATION: The G-7 summit kicks off today in Quebec — and already Trump's 
positions on climate have become a sticking point. French President Emmanuel Macron told Bloomberg this 
week he wants to make progress in discussions on tariffs , the Paris climate agreement and the Iran nuclear deal 
before signing the usual joint statement, which details a range of policy issues. 

Trump — who will depart early and skip some sessions focused on climate change — is so far out of step 
with his fellow leaders that one official involved in the drafting of the leaders' declaration said there was 
concern that the U.S. would object to any use of the phrase "climate change," our European colleague David 
Herszenhorn reports . 

DON'T BLOCK THE MOX: A district judge in South Carolina granted the state a preliminary injunction 
Thursday preventing the Energy Department from winding down the long-troubled MOX nuclear project in the 
Palmetto State. "Without a preliminary injunction, the State will suffer irreparable harm," District Judge J. 
Michelle Childs wrote in the 36-page order , noting how DOE intended to issue a full stop work order to start 
winding down MOX and terminating employees at the Savannah River Site early next week. Terminating the 
project is one of the few big decisions where the Trump and Obama administrations are in agreement. The 
judge vacated a partial stop work order DOE issued in May, blocked any full stop order and were ordered to 
"maintain the status quo by continuing the MOX Project" until the state's lawsuit to protect the effort runs its 
course. 

NIAKING WALKER TIP TOE: The Energy Department's top electricity policy official was put on the spot 
Thursday when he was asked to square the Trump administration's push to use federal emergency powers to 
help struggling coal and nuclear plants with his own comments that suggested his skepticism. In February, 

Bruce Walker, who has spent his whole career in the electricity sector and quickly won the respect of staff in his 
office, told reporters that his office "would never use a 202 to stave [off] an economic issue. ... It's not designed 
for that." 

Since then, however, FirstEnergy has filed an emergency request for power plants and DOE drafted a 
document suggesting that Energy Secretary Rick Perry invoke the so-called 202(c) authorities to keep them 
running. And when Rep. Don Beyer asked Walker at a House Science Committee hearing if his earlier 
comments implied that he wouldn't authorize a 202, Walker would only say that FirstEnergy's application was 
under review and otherwise gave the Virginia Democratic terse responses. 

WAR OF WORDS: The Interstate Natural Gas Association of America said it was "deeply troubled" by the 
administration's proposed coal-and-nuclear bailout on Thursday, accusing the administration of attempting to 
punish gas. "There is absolutely no justification for the extreme intervention in energy markets suggested in the 
draft National Security Council memo," INGAA President and CEO Don Santa said. "Such a move would be 
bad public policy, costly to American consumers and the economy, and legally questionable." 

In a response, DOE spokeswoman Shaylyn Hynes said that the "assertion that this Administration is 
attempting to 'punish' natural gas is absurd." She added that DOE "views natural gas as a vital part of our energy 
mix" and that it also "recognizes that there are serious threats and vulnerabilities to critical infrastructure 
nationwide, including pipelines." Hynes said all of which is why the department is "undergoing a review of all 
of the nation's defense critical energy infrastructure under the FAST Act of 2015," adding that resilience of the 
electric grid "is influenced by everything from cyber threats to the availability of solar power and the retirement 
of fuel secure units." 

WHERE'S PERRY? The Energy secretary is scheduled to tour the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee today, where he'll meet with employees and deliver remarks. 
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PHSMA INVESTIGATING PIPELINE EXPLOSION: PHMSA has started its investigation into yesterday's 
explosion at TransCanada's Leach Xpress pipeline in West Virginia and "will determine the cause of the 
incident and compliance with Federal pipeline safety regulations," an agency spokesman told ME. The accident 
occurred on a relatively new piece of state-of-the-art pipeline TransCanada had added to its Columbia Gas 
Transmission system. FERC signed off on construction of the $1.5 billion, 160-mile project in February 2017, 
agency documents show, and TransCanada only started shipments along it just shy of a year later, calling it at 
the time a "best-in-class pipeline." TransCanada, the company behind the planned Keystone XL pipeline, told 
ME it is cooperating with the investigation. 

NPS SUPERINTENDENT SAYS HE WAS FORCED OUT: After more than four decades with the National 
Park Service, Yellowstone National Park's superintendent told the Associated Press he's being forced out as a 
"punitive action" following disagreements he had with Secretary Ryan Zinke over how many bison the park can 
sustain. "I feel this is a punitive action but I don't know for sure," Dan Wenk said. Wenk last week announced 
he would retire March 30, 2019, after being offered a transfer he didn't want to take. He was then informed this 
week by NPS Acting Director Dan Smith that a new superintendent will be in place in August and that he would 
be gone by then, Wenk said. Read more. 

HEARTLAND LENDS PRUITT A HELPING HAND: In response to a federal judge who ordered EPA to 
search for records to a FOIA request related to Pruitt's March 2017 interview, where he said carbon dioxide is 
not a "primary contributor" to global warming, the Heartland Institute — a group that lobbies against climate 
action — said it sent copies of " Climate Change Reconsidered " reports to Pruitt. In a letter from the group's 
president, Tim Huelskamp, he urges Pruitt to use the more than 3,000 pages to provide support to the 
conclusion that human activity is not the largest factor driving global climate change. Read the letter here . 

NEW LAWYER IN BLANKENSHIP CASE: The administration has once again changed lawyers in former 
Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship's effort to have his criminal mine safety conviction thrown out, the 
Charleston Gazette-Mail reports via court records. Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio 
Douglas Squires filed a formal notice that he would be handling the case, which is still pending before U.S. 
District Judge Irene C. Berger, the outlet reports. That's the second time in as many weeks that the Trump 
administration has changed lawyers. Read more . 

MAIL CALL! BAILOUT 'FALSE': More than 30 Democratic lawmakers are calling it a "false narrative" that 
the president needs to bail out economically struggling coal and nuclear power plants in the interest of electrical 
grid resilience. The lawmakers call on Perry to stop such rhetoric and "to cease attempting to use emergency 
authorities to intervene in planned power plant retirements." Read the letter here . 

— The League of Conservation Voters sent this letter to lawmakers, urging them to vote against the 
"minibus" bill on the floor today. 

— More than 20 state manufacturing groups, led by National Association of Manufacturers, sent a letter 
Thursday to the the U.S. Conference of Mayors, calling on them to stop undermining job creators. "Mayors are 
signing their names to lawsuits that will do more to undermine the resurgence of the manufacturing sector than 
to address the issues they intend to solve through the courts," they write . 

— Twelve environmental organizations signed a letter in opposition to H.R. 3 (115) — the presidenf s 
rescissions package. Read that here . 

TESTER ON THE ATTACK: Montana Sen. Jon Tester began airing attack ads against newly minted GOP 
nominee Matt Rosendale in the race for his seat, according to Advertising Analytics. The ad labels the 
Republican "Maryland Matt" and hits him for being a real estate developer, who "pushed to transfer our public 
lands knowing our state would have to sell them off so developers like himself can buy them and cash in while 
restricting our access to our public lands." See it . 
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QUICK HITS 


— Billions in U.S. solar projects shelved after Trump panel tariff, Reuters . 

— Pruitt enlisted security detail in picking up dry cleaning, moisturizing lotion, The Washington Post . 

— The chemical industry scores a big win at the EPA, The New York Times . 

— Truck emissions study aimed at EPA limits all along, records show, Bloomberg BN A . 

— Pruitt made public servants fetch his protein bars and Greek yogurt. The Daily Beast . 

— Record oil exports help cut U.S. trade gap. The Wall Street Journal . 

HAPPENING TODAY 

9:00 a.m. — U.S. Energy Association hosts Kenyan energy minister, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

12:00 p.m. — Atlantic Council conversation with Vincent DeVito, counselor to the secretary for energy policy 
at Interior, 1030 15th Street 

12:00 p.m. — The Lexington Institute forum on "Cybersecurity of the Electric Grid," CVC-201 

12:00 p.m. — The Environmental and Energy Study Institute briefing on "The State of Germany's Energy 
Transition," G-50 Dirksen 

12:00 p.m. — NCAC luncheon on "So, you want to be a renewable energy entrepreneur?" 618 H St NW 
THAT'S ALL FOR ME! 

To view online -. 

https://subscriber.politicopro.eom/newsletters/morning-energv/2018/06/dam-fight-tests-states-infrastructure- 

proiects-246240 

Stories from POLITICO Pro 

Dam fight tests states' ability to set requirements for infrastructure projects Back 
By Annie Snider j 06/08/2018 05:01 AM EDT 

A brawl between a Republican governor and a major utility company over one of the country's largest privately 
owned dams could determine how aggressively states can regulate major infrastructure projects. 

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan's administration is trying to force Exelon Corp. to pay up to $7 billion to reduce 
pollution flowing through its Conowingo dam, located just upstream of the Chesapeake Bay, as a condition of 
allowing the company to renew its operating license for another 50 years. The company says it may shut down 
the dam rather than pay to fix a problem it did not cause. First, though, it is taking Maryland to court to try to 
reverse its proposal. 
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The fight over the Conowingo dam isn't just a fight about one dam, as utilities seek to extend the operation of 
massive hydroelectric dams that will for the first time face requirements of modem environmental laws. And 
Exelon's lawsuit is one flank of a larger political fight over states' rights that could have major implications for 
pipelines, nuclear power plants and other major pieces of infrastmcture that the Tmmp administration wants to 
promote. 

The Supreme Court has given states broad leeway to set environmental requirements for major infrastructure 
projects through authority granted by the Clean Water Act. 

"As long as the state is imposing conditions that are reasonably related to those water quality standards, they 
have the authority to do that," said Pat Parenteau, a professor at Vermont Law School. 

Maryland says it is stepping in because the Conowingo facility would raise pollution levels above the state 
water quality standards it is empowered to protect. But Exelon says the state's approach exceeds the boundaries 
of the federal water law, setting up a key test that will be closely watched around the country. 

Critics say some states use the water law to block projects they oppose for other reasons. For example. New 
York, which has resisted the fracking boom, is using the same authority to block pipelines that would cany' 
natural gas from shale fields in Pennsylvania. It's a nascent issue that Congress may address in the coming 
years. 

"If there's a state who just doesn't like something, an application that's been made, they can stall it for the year 
and then they hold the applicant over a barrel by saying, 'We'll either deny it or you withdraw it,"' said Sen. Jim 
Inhofe (R-Okla.), a senior member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, during an 
infrastructure hearing last month. 

Exelon has asked the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to put its consideration of the Conowingo 
relicensing on hold while the litigation and administrative process play out in Maryland. The state's demands 
could have "widespread economic consequences for the hydroelectric industry" if they set a precedent that is 
applied elsewhere, Exelon warned in a May 25 letter to FERC. Environmentalists say the company's fears are 
overblown. 

The Conowingo dam has been in operation along the Susquehanna River since 1928, providing enough power 
to serv'e nearly 200,000 homes. Exelon has pointed out that it provides 55 percent of Maryland's renewable 
power, contributing to the state's climate change goals. 

The Chesapeake Bay is just 10 miles downstream, and for decades the dam has played a key role in catching 
nutrient pollution that has washed off farm fields in New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland that would 
otherwise flow into the already overburdened estuary. 

State and federal officials had counted on the dam to continue keeping that fertilizer runoff and other pollution 
out of the bay when they signed on to a landmark cleanup plan in 2010. But the reserv'oir behind Conowingo 
has already reached its capacity, years ahead of schedule. That means not only that the dam has lost its ability to 
trap pollution, but that during major storms, more of it can be released, washing downstream and overwhelming 
the bay all at once. Climate change is expected to make these problems worse, and the bay cleanup effort is 
already woefully behind schedule, according to an analysis released by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation last 
week. 

The federal-state bay cleanup partnership estimates that roughly 6 million additional pounds of nitrogen and 
260,000 additional pounds of phosphorus will reach the bay each year because of the dam's lost trapping 
capacity — that's about 5 percent of all the pollution flowing into the waterway. 
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The Hogan administration has long argued that the company must bear some of the burden for cleaning up the 
pollution washing through its facility in order for Maryland to grant the water quality certification it needs for 
relicensing. 

This spring, with Maryland and Exelon still miles apart after months of closed-door negotiations, Maryland 
ordered Exelon to offset the additional pollution that is estimated to be coming from the dam if it is to progress 
with relicensing. 

The 59-page water quality certification issued by the state gives the company three options for doing that: by 
dredging the reservoir so it could regain its trapping capacity; by planting trees, restoring wetlands and 
implementing other best management practices upstream; or by paying the state as much as $172 million 
annually to do that conservation work itself, a tab that would add up to more than $7 billion over the 50-year 
license. 

Ben Grumbles, secretary of Maryland's Department of Natural Resources, said the certification is "detailed, 
science-based and also flexible," and that its adaptive management approach "will help launch a restoration 
economy in the Susquehanna watershed." 

But Exelon says the certification is unfair because the pollution originates with farmers and cities upstream, and 
argues the state's demands would make Conowingo too expensive to operate. 

"The Dam does not produce any pollution. Rather, the science clearly shows that the pollutants that travel down 
the Susquehanna River, from New York and Pennsylvania, are the source of the nutrients and sediment that 
flows into the Bay," the company said in a statement. 

At the end of May, Exelon sued Hogan's administration in state and federal court, contending that the 
certification and its requirements are violations of the law. 

Green groups are dubious that Exelon would truly consider abandoning the dam. They expect the cost of 
offsetting the pollution would come in well below Maryland's $172 million-a-year cap and that the company 
can afford it. A December 2017 economic analysis commissioned by environmental groups concluded that the 
Conowingo dam is bringing in $115 million to $121 million annually in revenues. 

Moreover, if Exelon decided not to pursue relicensing, the company would face a complex decommissioning 
process, which would bring its own financial liabilities. Removing the dam altogether is likely not an option, 
since it is part of an interconnected engineering system on the river that helps keep water levels in check for a 
number of purposes, including an upstream nuclear power plant and another hydropower dam owned by 
Exelon. 

The outcome of the fight is likely to affect other states, which are contemplating major new environmental 
requirements for decades-old dams, ranging from pollution reduction to fish passage to flow and temperature 
requirements. In some cases, the cost of such upgrades is so much that the operator opts to close the facility, 
leading to a wave of dam removals across the country'. 

But the courts have largely sided with states in these fights so far. 

A 1994 Supreme Court decision upheld restrictions Washington state placed on a hydroelectric dam to protect 
salmon and steelhead, and in 2016 the high court upheld New York's denial of a water quality certification for 
the proposed Constitution Pipeline, which would carry natural gas from Pennsylvania. 

In a recent closely watched case, FERC and New York took different interpretations of how long the state had 
to act on a certification for the Millennium Pipeline Co., and FERC gave the project the green light before state 
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regulators had finished their review. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit upheld FERC's actions in 
March, but the case hinged on procedural issues rather than an interpretation of the state's underlying authority 
to use water quality certifications to stymie development. 

To view online click here. 
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Democrats ask EPA IG to review Pruitt's Chick-fil-A, Concordia connections Back 
By Alex Guillen | 06/07/2018 03:52 PM EDT 

Three Senate Democrats today asked EPA's inspector general to review whether Administrator Scott Pruitt used 
his office to seek out business opportunities benefiting his wife. 

The lawmakers cite recent reports that Pruitt had an aide contact Chick-fil-A executives to explore the 
possibility of his wife, Marlyn, opening a franchise of the chicken eatery. They also cited her work for the New 
York nonprofit Concordia. It paid Pruitt's wife $2,000 to help set up a conference last year at which Pruitt 
spoke. 

The IG should review whether Pruitt "used his position — acting in his own capacity or through his official 
staff— to pursue private business opportunities to enrich himself or any members of his family regarding these 
two cases and any other financial opportunities for Administrator Pruitf s family," wrote Sens. Tom Udall 
(N.M.), Tom Carper (Del.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.). 

They also raised the question of whether Pruitt had any "other, as yet unknown, business pursuits as well." 

To view online click here. 
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Murray delivered executive orders ou coal rules to Trump administration Back 
By Darius Dixon j 06/06/2018 07:05 PM EDT 

Coal magnate Bob Murray delivered six draft executive orders ready for President Donald Trump to sign to roll 
back Obama-era environmental regulations in the early weeks of the administration, according to newly 
released Energy Department documents. 

The documents released Wednesday after a Freedom of Information Act request include a letter to Energy 
Secretary Rick Perry from Murray praising Trump's March 2017 energy independence executive order, which 
largely aimed to help the coal industry. And to bolster that effort, Murray wrote, "we have developed the 
enclosed materials for your review and consideration, consisting of: six (6) Executive Orders further rescinding 
anti-coal regulations of the Obama administration; and one (1) memorandum outlining the legal rationale for 
each of these action, and others." 
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Those executive orders were also sent to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, whose agency had jurisdiction over 
most of the issues they involved, such as ozone rules and regulations on coal ash. 

Trump has not signed executive orders resembling Murray's, but the administration has moved to enact the 
policies, such as pulling U.S. out of the Paris climate agreement. The documents, which were sent to DOE the 
day Trump signed his energy independence order and one day before Murray met with Perry and DOE chief of 
staff Brian McCormack, also included concepts about grid security and "resiliency" that Periy^ later touted as 
part of his push to stop coal power plants from closing. 

"The Department of Energy ("DOE") must issue an emergency directive to have an immediate study done of the 
security and resiliency of our electric power grids," the document states. "DOE will direct that no power plants 
having an available fuel supply of at least forty-five (45) days be closed during the study period, or a minimum 
of two (2) years." 

Periy' later ordered his staff to write a study about the electric grid that was eventually tied to a regulatory 
proposal that FERC create financial rewards for power plants with a 90-day supply of fuel on-site. That 
condition would have overwhelming benefited coal and nuclear generators, but it was shot down by FERC in 
January. 

Critics have said Murray would be the biggest beneficiaiy' of Trump's efforts, since his company supplies coal 
to many of the power plants at risk of closing because of stiff competition from cheap natural gas and renewable 
power as well as lagging electricity demand from consumers. 

Murray spokesman Gary Broadbent confirmed the company had submitted the documents to Perry "to assist in 
the reversal of the illegal, job-killing, anti-coal regulations of the Obama Administration." 

"Mr, Murray has always sought to secure reliable, low-cost electricity for all Americans, as well as to preserve 
and protect the jobs and family livelihoods of thousands of coal mining families," he said in a statement. "We 
applaud the actions taken by President Trump's Administration, to date, to protect these jobs and to advance the 
energy security of the United States." 

Murray has repeatedly called on DOE to issue must-run orders for FirstEnergy power plants that consume his 
coal, and he blasted the FERC commissioners who opposed the on-site fuel proposal. 

On Tuesday, a top DOE official said the agency is still formulating a plan to keep struggling coal and nuclear 
power plants from closing, and it had no deadline to meet Trump's demand to rescue them. 

"We are evaluating options," Energy Undersecretary Mark Menezes told reporters. Last week. Trump called on 
DOE to take "immediate steps" to stop a wave of coal and nuclear power plant retirements, and like Perry, he 
cast the shutdowns as a threat to national security. 

To view online click here. 
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Senator to Pruitt: EPA meddling in health study 'unconscionable' Back 
By Annie Snider, Alex Guillen and Anthony Adragna | 05/16/2018 10:10 AM EDT 
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Senate Democrats tore into Scott Pruitt on Wednesday, blasting the Environmental Protection Agency's 
meddling in a report on toxic chemicals as "unconscionable" and calling the EPA administrator's mounting 
ethics controversies an embarrassment to the agency. 

"You're trailing a string of ethical lapses and controversies, they're an embarrassment to the agency, an 
embarrassment to Republicans and Democrats alike," Sen. Pat Leahy (D-Vt.) told Pruitt at a Senate hearing. 
"Forget about your own ego and your first class travel and your special phone booths and all these things that 
just make you a laughingstock and your agency a laughingstock." 

Pruitt has faced a wave of scandals over the past few months, with scrutiny focused on his expensive flights, 
round-the-clock security detail, privacy phone booth, and below-market condo rental from an energy lobbyist. 
With news this week that EPA's Inspector General would look into Pruitt's use of multiple email accounts, he is 
now facing more than a dozen probes and investigations from Congress, the White House and his agency's 
internal watchdog. 

And earlier this week, POLITICO reported that EPA helped to bury a federal study that would have increased 
warnings about toxic chemicals found in hundreds of water supplies across the country. That report showed 
Pruitf s senior aides intervened in the release of the Health and Human Services Department assessment into 
PFOA and PFOS after the White House warned of a "public relations nightmare." 

Leahy said efforts by the White House and political officials at EPA to block the chemicals assessment 
"unconscionable," and he pointed to a community in his state that is grappling with chemical contamination. 

"If s incomprehensible to the people in Bennington and in Vermont why an agency that works for them — their 
tax dollars are paying for it — whose charge it is to protect their health, turns their back on them and tries to 
hide health dangers," Leahy said in his opening statement. 

West Virginia Republican Sen. Shelley Moore Capito also pressed Pruitt on his agency's intervention on the 
study, prompting him to deny that he had a hand in it. 

"I was not aware that there had been some holding back of the report. I think it is important to have all 
information in the marketplace," Pruitt said. 

Capito encouraged Pruitt to get that study released before an EPA summit on the chemicals next week. "I 
appreciate the fact that you are trying to reach the scientific limit that would impact any kind of health impacts 
in our areas, regardless of who has to remediate and what the remediation costs are going to be," she said, 
alluding to the fact that cleanup requirements would create major costs for the Defense Department and 
chemicals manufacturers. 

Leahy also mocked Pruitf s security concerns as a justification for flying first class for more than a year. 
"Nobody even knows who you are," he said, adding later, "it's ego run amok." 

Much like appearance last month in front of two House panels, Pruitt shifted the blame for many of the recent 
scandals, blaming "processes" at the agency not being followed for some of his ongoing spending and ethical 
issues, and he told Senate Appropriators he had taken steps to avoid similar issues going forward. 

"There have been decisions over the last 16 or so months, that as I look back, I would not make those same 
decisions again," Pruitt said. But he stopped short of apologizing, and blamed critics of his deregulation agenda 
for the negative publicity. 
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"I want to rectify those going forward," Pruitt continued. "I also want to highlight for you that some of the 
criticism is unfounded and I think exaggerated. And I think it feeds this division that we've seen around very 
important issues affecting the environment." 

Pruitt also confirmed media reports that he had established a legal defense fund amid the spate of federal 
investigations. Donations to the fund would be made public pursuant to disclosure requirements and Pruitt said 
he would not solicit money from lobbyists or corporations with business before the agency. He later noted he 
would not personally seek contributions himself "since that's done by attorneys and others." 

The EPA chief said his attorney "who's done this for a number of years" has worked with Government 
Accountability Office "to make sure if s done properly." 

Despite criticism from lawmakers from both parties and frustration from White House aides, Pruitt has 
continued to receive the support of President Donald Trump, who's praised the former Oklahoma attorney 
general for rolling back many of the Obama administration's environmental policies. 

Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) pressed Pruitt on his requests that his security detail use his vehicle's lights and sirens 
to beat Washington traffic and get to a restaurant. 

"I don't recall that happening," Pruitt answered. But Udall shot back by referencing an email from Pruitf s 
former security chief, Pasquale "Nino" Perrotta, that said "Administrator Pruitt encourages the use" of those 
lights and sirens. POLITICO has reported that Perrotta goaded and encouraged such behavior on security 
matters. 

Udall later accused Pruitt of violating federal law by having an aide search for apartment rentals for him on 
personal time without being paid. The aide, Millan Hupp, an EPA scheduler and advance staffer who has 
worked for Pruitt since he was Oklahoma attorney general, is "a long-time friend of my wife and myself," Pruitt 
said, and she took those actions entirely "on personal time." 

"It doesn't cut it that they're a friend or that kind of thing," Udall replied, since federal law requires that any 
subordinate — even if they volunteer — be paid fair market value for their work or it's considered a gift. 

"Thaf s in violation of federal law," Udall said. 

Even Sen. Lisa Murkowski, chairwoman of the Appropriations panel hosting Pruitt, said at the start of the 
hearing she saw "legitimate questions that need to be answered" about the ethics scandals plaguing 
Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

"Unfortunately, I am concerned that many of the important policy efforts that you are engaged in are being 
overshadowed because of a series of issues related to you and your management of the agency," Murkowski 
said at the opening the budget hearing. 

Udall also peppered Pruitt about his contacts with conservative political commentator Hugh Hewitt over a 
polluted California site. POLITICO first reported that EPA added the Orange County North Basin site to Pruitf s 
list of sites targeted for "immediate and intense" action just weeks after Hewitt arranged a meeting with Pruitt 
and his law firm. 

But Pruitt said the agency had been discussing potential action on the Superfund site "well before" Hewitt 
arranged a meeting on the issue. "I'm not entirely sure why there would be criticism around us taking concerted 
action to address Superfund sites and get accountability — whomever brings that to our attention," he said. 
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That didn't placate Udall. 

"The idea is that here's been scientific analysis and through analysis on the list, and then special friends get to 
get on the list that's been created by the agency," Udall said. "Looks a little bit fishy to me." 

Udall, who called on Pruitt to resign because of the recent controversies, said Pruitt was unfit to lead the agency 
because he didn't believe in its mission to protect human health and the environment. 

"It needs to be said that your tenure at the EPA is a betrayal of the American people," he said, criticizing not 
just the ethics scandals, but also his regulatory rollbacks. 

"This isn't cooperative federalism, it's flat-out abandonment," he said. 

To view online click here. 
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Trump tariffs stir up angst ahead of G-7 summit Back 

By Andrew Restuccia, Megan Cassella and Lorraine Woellert | 06/05/2018 07:17 PM EDT 

Foreign diplomats and U.S. officials are looking ahead to this week's G-7 summit with a sense of dread amid 
growing international tensions with President Donald Trump and little hope of reaching consensus. 

With just three days until Trump arrives in Canada for the annual meeting with America's closest foreign allies, 
member countries are fuming over the president's decision to impose steep tariffs on steel and aluminum 
imports, a move that could have dire economic consequences for every other member of the Group of Seven 
major industrial nations, 

Canada, Japan and key European Union nations have long sought to win over the U.S. president by playing nice 
on the world stage. But after nearly a year and a half, the G-7 countries' frustrations are bursting into public 
view. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada, who is hosting the summit, excoriated Trump's recent tariff decision, 
responding with dollar-for-dollar tariffs of his own and calling the president's decision "insulting" and "totally 
unacceptable." 

Japan has grown increasingly concerned that it is being pushed to the side as Trump prepares to meet with 
North Korea's dictator, Kim Jong Un. And France, whose president, Emmanuel Macron, had worked hard to 
build rapport with Trump, is reeling from a "terrible" phone call with the American president that went south 
after Macron bluntly criticized U.S. tariffs. 

Trump is expected to get an earful from his foreign counterparts during the meeting, which starts on Friday. 

U.S. officials acknowledged privately that the gathering could be rife with awkward moments, with one official 
predicting that it will be a "mess." 

"I think they will be ganging up on him," said Bill Reinsch, a trade expert at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. "But in addition to the immediate issue of the tariffs, there is an underlying debate that is 
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going to go on ... and that is a growing concern that the entire rules-based international system and the 
institutions that underlie it are increasingly at risk." 

G-7 negotiators remain deeply divided over the joint statement that countries usually release at the end of the 
annual event. The statement is meant to project unity among the world's biggest economies, detailing a range of 
policy issues on which they can all agree. 

"The G-7 traditionally, for 20-plus years, has been a group of like-minded developed countries that sit together 
and figure out what do we do to address key global problems," said Robert Fisher, a consultant with Flills & 
Company and a former U.S. trade official who helped negotiate NAFTA. "Now trade has become, perhaps 
more than anything, the major dividing line between the G-6 and the one. And we are the one." 

Another U.S. official told POLITICO that he thought there was no chance the U.S. and the other G-7 members 
could reach common ground on crucial issues like trade and climate change, adding that it was increasingly 
likely there wouldn't be a joint statement at all at the end of the meeting. Multiple U.S. officials have 
complained privately that early drafts of the statement were far too liberal, arguing that there was little the 
administration could latch on to. 

Some foreign officials, meanwhile, have begun wondering whether if s better for Trump to skip the G-7 
altogether rather than risk his making a spectacle at the event. 

"If the president were not to go, that would be a major snub," Fisher said. "I would see that as a further 
escalation in tensions between the U.S. and, normally, our allies." 

Trade is expected to be a central topic of discussion throughout the summit, and G-7 leaders will sit down for a 
session on "economic growth, the future of work and trade" as one of their first meetings, according to a 
background document released by the Council of the EU, which represents the executive governments of 
European Union member states. 

A senior EU official sought to moderate expectations that any progress would be made with Trump over the 
tariffs, saying the potential for progress was "extremely low." 

"We do not expect any breakthrough on the trade dispute with the U.S," the official told reporters. He added 
that "the tariffs imposed ... last week have significantly increased tensions" between the U.S. and its G-7 
partners, which are "united" in their ambition to retaliate against the Trump tariffs. 

A summit this past weekend among the G-7 finance ministers offered a preview of what could be in store for 
Trump, after leaders faced off over unprecedented divisions on policy and failed to reach consensus on a joint 
concluding statement. 

In a rare show of disunity, a chair's summary written by Canada and released at the close of the event 
highlighted concerns over "tariffs imposed by the United States on its friends and allies" that "undermine open 
trade and confidence in the global economy." The summary said ministers of the six other countries — all of 
which are now paying tariffs on their steel and aluminum exports to the U.S. — requested that Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin, who represented the U.S. at the finance meeting, communicate to Trump their 
"unanimous concern and disappointment." 

"I've been to these meetings for a long time," the Japanese finance minister. Taro Aso, told reporters, according 
to Reuters. "But this is a veiy' rare case where opposition against the United States was unanimous." 
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Trump, for his part, is already looking past the G-7, focusing much of his attention on the summit next week 
with Kim, according to administration officials. The president is scheduled to depart for Singapore, the summit 
site, from Canada at the end of the G-7 gathering. 

Trump administration officials have publicly sought to tamp down concerns that tariff blowback will dominate 
and derail the summit agenda, even as anxiety builds across the Atlantic that the two-day event will ultimately 
produce nothing at all. 

Larry Kudlow, director of the National Economic Council, rejected the idea earlier Tuesday that the steel and 
aluminum tariffs had any damaging effects and praised Trump's trade policies generally, calling the president a 
"trade reformer." He also lauded the strength of the U.S. economy and said officials would "take that story to 
the G-7 meeting." 

"I hope if s a G-7 meeting," he added in an interview on Fox News. "I hope ifs not a G-l-plus-six meeting, and I 
hope we can make some sense out of the whole story." 

Michael Crowley and Hans von der Burchard contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 
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Trump to depart G-7 summit early Back 
By Brent D. Griffiths | 06/07/2018 08:36 PM EDT 

President Donald Trump will leave the G-7 summit before its conclusion, the White House announced on 
Thursday night, following a day of back-and-forth with fellow world leaders that foreshadowed confrontations 
during the meeting of the world's largest advanced economies. 

Trump will be depart the summit in Quebec at 10:30 a.m. Saturday and head directly to Singapore, the site of 
his June 12 meeting with the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un, White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said in a statement. The G-7 summit is scheduled to wrap up later on Saturday. 

Before the announcement. President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada 
both promised to confront Trump over his recent decision to impose tariffs on U.S. allies. 

Trump, in response, laid into the two leaders on Thursday evening over those plans. 

"Please tell Prime Minister Trudeau and President Macron that they are charging the U.S. massive tariffs and 
create non-monetary barriers," Trump wrote on Twitter. "The EU trade surplus with the U.S. is $151 Billion, 
and Canada keeps our farmers and others out. Look forward to seeing them tomorrow." 

By pulling out early. Trump will skip sessions focused on climate change, the oceans and clean energy. He will 
also miss the traditional group-photo opportunity among fellow heads of state. The president may also miss the 
opportunity to host a summit-ending news conference, something world leaders traditionally do. The leader of 
the host nation, in this case Trudeau, also takes questions and gives closing remarks. Trump chose not to hold a 
news conference last year, becoming the only G-7 leader not to do so before leaving Italy, according to The Hill 
. He opted instead for a speech at a nearby naval air station. 
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The summit traditionally concludes with a joint statement spelling out the areas of agreement on the wide range 
of policy issues discussed. But before Trump's announcement. Macron urged the other five nations to hold 
strong and not let potential U.S. opposition water down their communique. 

The 2017 statement , for example was notable for its explicit mention that the U.S. did not share its allies' 
support of the Paris Climate Accord. Less than a week later. Trump announced in the White House Rose 
Garden that the U.S. would be exiting the climate agreement. 

"Maybe the American president doesn't care about being isolated today, but we don't mind being six, if needs 
be," Macron said , part of his plea to confront Trump head-on. 

Trump later upped the ante, accusing Trudeau of being "so indignant" on the topic. The U.S. and its allies have 
been at loggerheads in recent days as the EU, Canada and Mexico continue to bristle over the presidenf s 
decision to levy 10 percent tariffs on aluminum imports and 25 percent tariffs on steel imports from the two 
countries and Europe. The move, which reportedly came with little warning, has also caused Republicans on 
Capitol Hill to consider reining in Trump's trade powers. 

Suggesting that the world powers could continue on without the U.S. is a stark departure from the chummy 
relationship Macron and Trump had during the French presidenf s state visit to Washington in April. 

For his part, Trudeau continued to call the tariffs "ridiculous." Last week, he repeatedly invoked the fact that 
Canadians fought alongside U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan in characterizing Trump's decision as a slap in the 
face. 

The thought of allies ganging up on him has reportedly left Trump uneasy about attending the summit. But for 
now, Trudeau says that he expects his American counterpart to show up. 

"We know that President Trump likes to be unpredictable." the Canadian leader said on Thursday, "but 
everything suggests that he will be there for the G7 summit, including his tweets this morning." 

To view online click here. 
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DOE official: Agency would 'never' use must-run order for economic reasons Back 
By Darius Dixon | 02/20/2018 02:52 PM EDT 

The Energy Department's top electricity official says the agency would not exercise its emergency authority to 
keep a power plant operating just because it might be losing money. 

"A 202(c) has some very specific rules and a process," Bruce Walker, DOE's assistant secretary for the Office 
of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, told reporters, referring to the section of the Federal Power Act 
that gives Energy Secretary' Rick Perry authority to keep plants running. 

"The economic rules are what they are today. We would never use a 202 to stave [off] an economic issue," he 
said, adding, "if s not designed for that." 
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President Donald Trump backer and coal magnate Bob Murray has repeatedly called on DOE to issue must-run 
orders for FirstEnergy power plants that consume his coal. He reiterated that call after FERC's January rejection 
of Perry's proposal to prop up coal-fired and nuclear plants that were losing money in the power markets. Just 
last week, FirstEnergy announced that will close its 1,300-megawatt Pleasants coal-fired power plant — a large 
Murray customer — by Jan. 1. 

"Since I would be the one writing it, I can tell you it's never come to my attention," said Walker, a former 
executive at Consolidated Edison, noting that he regularly has meetings with Perry and other top DOE officials. 
"Nobody has talked about it. Nobody in my department is doing anything with it. It doesn't exist." 

To view online click here. 
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Trump calls for coal, nuclear power plant bailout Back 
By Eric Wolff | 06/01/2018 05:17 PM EDT 

President Donald Trump pressed for a quick regulatory bailout for struggling coal power plants on Friday — a 
move that would buoy a mining industry that offered him crucial support in 2016, but is riling other energy 
companies and even some free-market conservatives. 

The White House called on Energy Secretary Rick Perry to take immediate steps to keep both coal and nuclear 
power plants running, backing Perry's claim that plant closures threaten national security. An administration 
strategy to do that laid out in a memo to the National Security Council circulated widely among industry groups 
on Friday, but it was not clear that intervention could survive the inevitable political and legal challenges. 

It was the latest step in more than a year of efforts by the administration to compel power companies to keep 
operating the money-losing plants that are suffering from the rise of competing energy sources like natural gas. 
Those proposals have drawn opposition from most utilities, along with environmentalists, gas producers, power 
grid operators and conservatives who say it would be an unwarranted intrusion to the energy markets. 

The White House statement calling for action came after days of Trump making similarly aggressive moves on 
international trade, slapping tariffs on the European Union, Canada and Mexico to protect U.S. industries like 
aluminum and steel. In this case, the president is acting on behalf of what he likes to call "beautiful, clean coal," 
a once-dominant fuel that still plays a major role in his stump speeches. 

Trump "has directed Secretary of Energy Rick Perry to prepare immediate steps to stop the loss of these 
resources," White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said in a statement Friday, referring to coal 
and nuclear plants. 

She added that Trump believes "keeping America's energy grid and infrastructure strong and secure protects our 
national security... Unfortunately, impending retirements of fuel-secure power facilities are leading to a rapid 
depletion of a critical part of our nation's energy mix, and impacting the resilience of our power grid." 

The statement came five months after federal energy regulators rejected Perry's call that they adopt his proposal 
to keep the struggling coal and nuclear power plants operating. That proposal would have overwhelmingly 
benefited mining magnate Bob Murray, an outspoken Trump supporter whose operations supply coal to several 
endangered plants in the Midwest and Northeast, according to a POLITICO analysis. 
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Tmmp's National Security Council gathered Friday to discuss the draft memo that lays out arguments why the 
administration should use federal authority to keep the money-losing power plants open — despite the 
assurances from some of the nation's grid operators that no such emergency exists. 

"Any federal intervention in the market to order customers to buy electricity from specific power plants would 
be damaging to the markets and therefore costly to consumers," said the PJM Interconnection, which operates 
the nation's largest power grid and stretches from the Midwest the Atlantic Coast, in a statement. "There is no 
need for any such drastic action." 

A broad swath of trade associations representing oil and gas, wind and solar power, consumer groups and 
advanced energy technologies slammed the plan, and they were joined by some congressional Democrats. 

"This would be an egregious abuse of power," Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) said in a statement. "I fought this 
proposal before, and I will continue to fight this corrupt scheme to prop up the coal industry at the expense of 
American consumers." 

That new 41-page memo, first revealed by Bloomberg News on Thursday evening, says that under the 2015 
highway and transit bill known as the FAST Act, DOE must identify critical energy infrastructure, a process the 
agency is undertaking now with the help of its national labs. But because that is likely to take two years, DOE 
in the meantime should use the 1950 Defense Production Act and the Federal Power Act to require the plants to 
keep operating, the memo says. 

Power sector experts have said using the two laws to keep specific plants operating would stretch both those 
measures, and would certainly trigger a major legal fight. Critics of the administration's strategy said the memo 
appears to signal that the White House is preparing for a fight. 

"One way to view the release of this draft is that it is a trial balloon to see how fierce and fast the opposition 
will be," said Dena Wiggins, CEO of the industry lobby group Natural Gas Supply Association, which opposes 
the DOE plan. "We've known for some time that all of these federal authorities ... were in play, so the fact that 
we've now seen it in writing doesn't really change anything. It does, however, underscore how hard it is to 
cobble together a sound legal rationale to bail out otherwise uneconomic coal and nuclear plants." 

And critics say the push to bail out the plants is simply Trump's effort to reward backers like Murray, the coal 
baron, and live up to his campaign promise to revive coal country. Perry first began work on the power plant 
issue in March 2017, when he met with Alurray at DOE, and Trump himself personally directed Perry to take 
action on the issue since last summer. 

Murray's coal mines have been a major supplier for power plants owned by FirstEnergy Solutions, a unit of 
Ohio-based utility giant FirstEnergy that sank into bankruptcy this spring. FirstEnergy Solutions has said it 
plans to close or sell five of its money-losing coal and nuclear power plants. 

But the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the grid operator have said that even with the planned 
closures, the region has ample power to supply the market's needs. Stagnant power consumption growth, 
coupled with the rise of natural gas and renewable power sources like wind, has displaced many of the older 
coal and nuclear facilities in the markets. 

The memo also calls for establishing a new requirement for the electric grid based on "resilience," a term Perry 
injected into the regulatory conversation last fall with a proposed rule that would have rewarded plants that 
could keep 90 days of fuel on site. FERC rejected that rule, but it also created a new proceeding to try to define 
"resilience," which some in the industry say pertains to the grid's ability to withstand and recover from a 
physical or cyberattack. 
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The memo largely focuses on the issue of resilience, which it says would suffer if coal and nuclear power plants 
retire. It specifically targets natural gas as a weakness, because the plants that burn the fuel rely on pipelines 
that could be disrupted, while coal and nuclear power plants can keep months' worth of fuel on site. 

"Natural gas pipelines are increasingly vulnerable to cyber and physical attacks," the memo says. "The 
incapacitation of certain pipelines through the United States would have severe effects on electric generation 
necessary' to supply critical infrastructure facilities." 

To view online click here. 


Back 


Judge blasts EPA for 'hyperbolic' refusal to back up Pruitt's climate stance Back 
By Alex Guillen | 06/01/2018 05:18 PM EDT 

A federal judge today blasted EPA for refusing to search for any records related to Administrator Scott Pruitf s 
televised statement that carbon dioxide is not a "primary contributor" to global warming, a break from the 
scientific consensus and his own agency's position. 

Chief Judge Beryl Howell of the U.S. District Court for D.C. gave the agency until next month to search for 
records in response to the Freedom of Information Act request filed by the group Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility after Pruitt's March 2017 interview. 

EPA had argued that PEER'S request was both too broad and too burdensome, arguing it would require 
considering everything Pruitt has ever read on climate change. But the judge was not convinced. 

"This hyperbolic objection strays far afield from the actual text" of the FOIA requests, Howell concluded . 

peer's request provided an appropriate target for specific documents, Howell wrote. And she rejected the 
agency's argument that it would be impossible to determine the evidence that led Pmitt to make his claim. 

"EPA's strained attempt to raise an epistemological smokescreen will not work here to evade its obligations 
under the FOIA," she wrote. 

Howell also ordered EPA to respond to PEER'S request for any agency records that concluded human-caused 
C02 emissions are not causing climate change. 

"EPA has failed to demonstrate a viable legal basis for its refusal to conduct any search whatsoever in response 
to the plaintiffs straightforward FOIA request," Howell concluded. 

WHAT'S NEXT: Howell ordered EPA to finish its records search by July 2 and hand over any responsive 
documents to PEER "promptly" on a rolling basis. She also ordered EPA to say by July 11 whether any records 
are being withheld in full or in part. 

To view online click here. 
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Back 


Tester attacks Rosendale in new TV ad Back 
By James Arkin | 06/07/2018 05:32 PM EDT 

Sen. Jon Tester 's (D-Mont.) campaign began airing an attack ad against newly minted GOP nominee Matt 
Rosendale today, according to Advertising Analytics. 

The service captured the ad running on broadcast TV two days after Rosendale, the state auditor, won the 
Republican primary to face Tester in the general election. The ad labels the Republican "Maryland Matt" — 
picking up on attacks from Rosendale's former Republican primary rivals, who hammered him as a 
carpetbagger because he moved to Montana from Maryland in 2002. All three of Rosendale's former opponents 
endorsed his campaign today. 

"Meet Maryland Matt Rosendale," the Tester ad's narrator says. "A millionaire real estate developer from 
Maryland where he made a lot of money turning farmland into developments. Now he's in Montana to develop 
real estate here, too. He pushed to transfer our public lands knowing our state would have to sell them off so 
developers like himself can buy them and cash in while restricting our access to our public lands. Defend 
Montana from Maryland Matt before it's too late." 

View the ad here. 


To view online click here. 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [politicoemail(5)politicopro.com] 

Sent: 5/25/2018 6:33:45 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: Pruitt spent S3.5M on security in his first year 

By Alex Guillen 
05/25/2018 02:31 PMEDT 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's security detail cost about $3.5 million for his first year in office, more than 
twice what his predecessor spent in the final year of the Obama administration, according to spending 
summaries released today by EPA. 

Pruitfs security spending jumped as his protective detail roughly doubled in size to provide unprecedented 24/7 
coverage and began flying alongside Pruitt in first class on domestic flights. Some lawmakers have recently 
questioned whether the extra spending was justified by the threats made against Pruitt. 

Salaries and travel costs totaled $3,489,981.67 between April 2017 and March 2018. The data was tabulated in 
quarterly increments. Pruitt took office in mid-February last year. 

That's nearly a 110 percent increase over security spending on his predecessor, Gina McCarthy, in 2016, 
according to the data. McCarthy's security costs totaled $1,665,157.28 for the calendar year 2016. 

EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox reiterated that Pruitt has faced "an unprecedented amount of death threats" and 
that EPA plans to post the costs of his security detail on a quarterly basis. 

"Americans should all agree that members of the President's cabinet should be kept safe from violent threats," 
Wilcox said. 

WHAT'S NEXT: EPA's inspector general is reviewing Pruitfs use of EPA security officials on vacations and 
other personal trips. It is not clear when that probe will conclude. 

To view online '. 

https://subscriber.politicopro.eom/energv/whiteboard/2018/05/pnjitt-spent-35m-on-securitv-in-his-first-vear- 
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Message 


From: Wilcox, Jahan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=88FD588E97D3405D869BCAE98D391984-WILCOX, JAM] 

Sent: 4/5/2018 2:09:09 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry]; Kelly, Albert 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08576e43795149e5a3f9669726dd044c-Kelly, Albe]; Ferguson, Lincoln 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08cd7f82606244de96b61b96681c46de-Ferguson, L]; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli]; Leopold, Matt 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e5cdf09a3924dada6d322c6794cc4fa-Leopold, Ma] 

Subject: Fwd: Request for comment please 


Matt and Lincoln - can you work together on how to respond. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Friedman, Lisa" < lisa.friedman@nvtimes.com > 

Date: April 5, 2018 at 10:01:48 AMEDT 

To: Jahan Wilcox < wilcox.iahan@epa.gov> . "Bowman, Liz" < bowman.liz@epa.gov >. Press 
< press@epa.gov > 

Subject: Request for comment please 

Hi Jahan and Liz 

We are finishing work on a story about the EPA that addresses concerns that were raised by certain HQ staff 
members related to travel, office spending and issues related to security protocols by the Office of the Administrator. 

The story notes hovv/ four individuals who raised these objections-Kevin Chmieiewski, John E. Reeder and Reginald 
E. Allen, and Eric Weese—were later transferred to different jobs, or moved on their own to a different job after being 
told to find a new role, or in Kevin's case, put on leave. 

We know that there are different circumstances involving each of these individuals, three of whom are career and one 
is political. But v^e wanted to go in detail here through some of the issues that these staff members raised and then 
the way their jobs were shifted after their raised these issues. 

We Virelcome your specific responses to these issues. But we need any response you want to offer by 3 p.m. today, 
Thursday, April 5. 

Here are the specific factual assertions I welcome you to address; 

++ Mr. Chmieiewski objected to a proposal to buy a charter aircraft membership for $100,000-per-month that would 
have allowed Mr. Pruitt to take an unlimited number of private jet trips for official business 

++ One of these staff members objected to a proposal to spend more than $70,000 to replace the desks in Mr. 

Pruitt’s office suite, including both the administrator's personal desk and one at a security station just outside his 
office. Pasquale Perrotta argued that the desks should be replaced with a bullet-proof model. This purchase did not 
go ahead. Instead, a brown-maple wood stand-up desk, was purchased from an Ohio craftsman and a separate desk 
retrieved a federal government'warehouse in Virginia and was refurbished at a cost of $2,075 for Mr. Pruitt 

++ The security detail lead questioned Mr, Pruitt’s desire to utilize use of lights and sirens in his motorcade if he was 
running late, like on his way to a restaurant or airport. In at least one case, Mr. Pruitt wanted these used on his way 
to Le Diplomate, 
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++ A member of the security detail also made it be known that he would be reluctant to sign off on requests—^which 
were part of his job to review—for authorization for Mr. Pruitt to fly first class, based on security concerns. Oniy after 
Mr. Perrotta took over as security detail lead did Mr. Pruitt begin to regularly fly first class. 

++ Others questioned the need for an approximately 20 person security detail team, that provided 24-7 coverage, 
instead of 5 person "portal to portal" team with the prior EPA administrator. 

++ At least one senior staffer questioned the need for the expenses associated with sound proof both, suggesting 
instead that a broom closet could be used at a total cost of about $10,000, instead of the final cost for the actual 
booth of about $43,000 

As an aside, we know of the allegations raised against Mr. Chmielewski related to his security clearance that the IG 
investigated and found were not substantiated. We also know of complaints that he 'was hard to reach 'while he 'was 
out of the office doing advance work for the VP. 


Finally a few additional questions. 

1) There is a rumor going around in Washington that Mr. Pruitt used the Vicki Hart condo as part of an effort to have 
an affair with Samantha Dravis. We wanted to be direct and ask If there is any truth to this. Please advise. 

2) What message does it send to the American public if Mr. Pruitt switches his security detail chief and two other 
career officials involved with overseeing expenses and a political appointee who did the same thing, after these 
individuals raise concerns about spending and security practices? Was this appropriate? 

3) Should Mr. Pruitt resign based on the series of questions that have been raised about his performance and if not 
why not? 

Thanks very much - I'm on my ceil, 

Lisa 


Lisa Friedman 
Reporter, New York Times 
.(2021862-0306 office 
Ex. 6 I cell 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Greaves, Holly [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIP1ENTS/CN=ABCB6428B3DF40A9A78B059A8BA59707-GREAVES, HO] 
7/7/2017 3:22:27 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Lyons, Troy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli] 

QFRs from budget hearing 

HAC QFRs with RESPONSES FOR HOLLY__consolidatedv2.docx 


Ryan, 

Attached please find the list of QFRs with responses. Some members of the political team were involved in drafting the 
responses (OP, OECA, ORD, OCFO) but I don't think all career staff involved their respective political. 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


Thanks, 

Flolly 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Leopold, Matt [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=4E5CDF09A3924DADA6D322C6794CC4FA-LEOPOLD, MA] 
3/19/2018 9:45:08 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Baptist, Erik [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=10fclb085eel4c6cb61db378356aleb9-Baptist, Er] 

FW: Jahan's Emails 

Gowdy Air Travel (03.17.2018).docx 


Here's an edited version. Can you review and clear? Thanks 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202)564-8040 


From: Baptist, Erik 

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 5:07 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt <Leopold.Matt(a)epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Jahan's Emails 

Revised version attached. 

Erik Baptist 

Senior Deputy General Counsel 

Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsyviania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

(202) 564-1689 

ba p tist.erjk @ e p a. go v 


From: Leopold, Matt 

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 3:22 PM 

To: Bowman, Liz < Bowman.Ljz@epa.gov > 

Cc: Baptist, Erik <Ba p bst.Erik iS) e p a.g o v>: Wilcox, Jahan < wiicox.iahan@epa.gov > 

Subject: Re: Jahan's Emails 

Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 19, 2018, at 3:04 PM, Bowman, Liz < Bowman.Liz@epa.gov > wrote: 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


Liz Bowman 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Office: 202-564-3293 
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Message 


From: Hassell, Emily [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=24C1350E0DF84A3CAlF5852C0FEB971B-HASSELL, EM] 

Sent: 5/25/2018 6:00:41 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 

Subject: News Clips - 25 May 2018 

(Full stories, highlights, and details are listed further down in the email, and can be Jumped to by clicking on any of the 
links below.) 

Pebble Mine Financing 

Washington Post - Major investor in Pebble Mine pulls out, putting controversial Alaska project in jeopardy 
The Hill - Controversial Alaska mining project loses potential investor 
Politico - Pebble Mine financing deal falls thro ugh 

PFAS Summit 

The Hill ■■ EPA grapples with potential health threat ir^ drinking water 
Politico - era's next steps on toxic chemicals draw scrutirsv 

Washington Examiner - Rep. Den Kildee asks inspector general to probe EPA for Nmiting access to chemical summit 

Administrator Pruitt Coverage 

CBS News ■■ EPA: Pruitt s p ent $ 3.5 million on securit y duri ng first y ear in office 
The Hill - House Denis request informatiori from EPA on Pruitt's legal fund 

Huffington Post - Scott Pruitt Twice Introduced Anti-Abortion Bilis Giving Men 'Property Rights' Over Fetuses 

General 

Daii y Caller - it's Time The EPA Sto p s Taking Advantag e Of Ta xpayer Doiiars For Reg u lator y Science (*O p -Ed) 

Reuters ■■ Pressured by industry, U.S. EPA slows formaldehyde study release: documents 
Bioomberg - Caiifornia Air-Quality Official Takes a Svjipe at Trump 
AP - Judge wants state, US EPA to take lead on Lake Erie algae 
The Hiil ■ Why EPA's drop in p ollution cases is so sca ry (* Op -Edj 
AP - Environmentaiists take aim at power plant's discharge permit 
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Washington Exarrijner - Chernica! safeliy board faults Texas chemica! pSant: that exploded during Hurricane Harvey 


+++ 


Washington Post 

https://www.washingtonpost.corri/news/energv-environrrient/wp/2018/0S/25/major-investor-in-pebbie-mjne-puns- 
out--putting-c,ontroversiai-alaska-project--ip-ieopardv/?utm term"-'.5ebcf623e20d 

Major investor in Pebble Mine pulls out, putting controversial Alaska project in Jeopardy 

By Juliet Eilperin and Steven Mufson, 5/25/18, 1:17 PM 

The major financial investor in the Pebble Mine project has pulled out, Northern Dynasty Minerals Ltd. announced 
Friday, dealing a serious blow to the firm's plan to build a controversial gold and copper mine near Alaska's Bristol Bay. 

The stock price of Northern Dynasty plummeted 28 percent by midday Friday after it announced that First Quantum 
Minerals Ltd. had withdrawn from an agreement the two companies forged in mid-December. Under that partnership. 
First Quantum had provided $37.5 million upfront and pledged $150 million over the next three years to fund the 
permitting process, in exchange for a 50 percent share in the project. 

Environmental groups, which had lobbied First Quantum for months to withdraw from the deal, said constructing the 
massive mine would imperil a watershed that is home to the world's largest sockeye salmon fishery. 

Joel Reynolds, Western director of the advocacy group Natural Resources Defense Council, said Friday that First 
Quantum executives "deserve to be congratulated for listening to the people of Bristol Bay." Reynolds, who met with 
the company's chief executive this month, noted that it is the fourth major firm to abandon the project since 2011. 

"There is a consistent pattern of major investors walking away from this project once they understand the overwhelming 
opposition and unavoidable environmental and economic risk," Reynolds said. Flis group and others had argued that the 
combination of local residents' concern and the scientific findings should deter First Quantum from consummating its 
deal with Northern Dynasty. "Qur pitch fundamentally is, this is a bad investment for your shareholders." 

Northern Dynasty, which has no investments aside from the Pebble Mine project, received a boost with President 
Trump's election and the confirmation of Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt. The price of its 
stock more than tripled between the election in late 2016 and February 2017. 

The company, which said in a release Friday that it had "terminated" the First Quantum option agreement "in 
accordance with its terms," did not respond to a call seeking further comment. 

The Pebble Mine project has been fraught for years. In 2014, the EPA invoked a provision under the Clean Water Act 
that barred Northern Dynasty from applying for federal permits on the grounds that scientific studies indicated the 
mining operation could cause "significant and irreversible harm" to the area's fish habitat. Pruitt proposed reversing that 
decision last year, but after he consulted with tribal governments as well as Alaskan officials and the EPA received a 
million public comments — most of them negative — the administrator announced in January that he would revoke the 
agency's earlier determination. 

Northern Dynasty began the permit process application with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in late December, after 
receiving a cash infusion from First Quantum. The Corps is taking comment on its scoping plan until the end of June, 
though environmentalists are seeking to extend the public comment period because the firm hopes to expand the 
proposed mine's footprint and operation. 
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But without First Quantum, the Canadian company must seek another partner or be forced to drop the Pebble project. 


"We believe that the company would be unable to fund the Pebble permitting process beyond 2018 without additional 
sources of capital," Craig Hutchison, an analyst with TD Securities, said in a note to investors. "Therefore, we believe the 
company will have to re-engage with potential strategic partners to help fund Pebble. Given there is a limited number of 
potential parties to engage with, we view the timing of a potential new partnership agreement as highly uncertain." 

Hutchison issued a hold advisory to investors. Three analysts from other investment firms have urged clients to buy 
Northern Dynasty stock this year. The biggest shareholder is Stirling Global Value Fund, which has an 8 percent stake in 
the company. But short sellers — who bet on a company's stock falling in value — had a relatively large position equal to 
7.7 percent of Northern Dynasty's outstanding shares. 

"More work remains to put an end to this project," Carter Roberts, chief executive of WWF-U.S., said in a statement. 
"But after 14 years of efforts to develop the Pebble Mine, we hope this will mark the beginning of the end." 


The Hill 

http://thehin,com/policv/energv'-envjronment/389383-alaska-minjng-project-joses-potential-jnvestor 

Controversial Alaska mining project loses potential investor 

By Timothy Cama, 5/25/18, 12:28 PM 

The controversial Pebble Mine project in southwest Alaska won't get an investment from a company that had been 
negotiating toward a potential 50 percent stake. 

Northern Dynasty Minerals, a Canadian mining company that currently owns the Pebble project, said Friday that it was 
unable to negotiate a deal with First Quantum Minerals. 

The development could put the proposed massive gold and copper mine in peril. Northern Dynasty had for years been 
searching for a new investor after Rio Tinto and Anglo American exited the project. 

The mine has faced significant opposition from environmentalists and some Alaskans. They fear that waste from the 
project would pollute and harm streams that flow into Bristol Bay, which hosts the largest salmon fishery in the world, 
among other ecologically important features. 

Northern Dynasty did not provide any details in its Friday statement about why the talks broke down. The companies 
announced in December that they had an agreement to work toward a deal. 

Under the Qbama administration, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed to block Pebble, saying it would 
be too harmful to the streams. 

The Trump administration's EPA last year said it would withdraw that proposal. But it later reversed course, endorsed 
the Qbama administration's findings and kept the proposal In place. 

Pebble has been aggressively lobbying the federal government to get the project's permits approved. 

Opponents of the project cheered the news of the financing falling through. 

"The Pebble Mine is a risky venture that would devastate the world's largest sockeye salmon fishery. It also endangers 
thousands of local jobs, wildlife, and more than a dozen Alaska native tribes," Carter Roberts, president of the World 
Wildlife Fund, said in a statement. 
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"In addition to the environmental concerns, the Pebble Mine also poses risks to any company's reputation, and by 
extension its returns. Given these many concerns, it's no surprise that the financing deal fell apart." 


Politico 

https://subscriber.poHtjcopro.eom/energv/vtfhH:eboard/2018/Q5/pebbie-mine-fin3ncing-deaj-falls-through-1305488 

Pebble Mine financing deal falls through 

By Alex Guillen, 5/25/18, 12:32 PM 

A financing deal for the proposed Pebble Mine has fallen through, the mine's developer announced today, adding to 
questions about whether the controversial Alaska project will ever come to fruition. 

Northern Dynasty Minerals, the Vancouver company that is the sole owner of the Pebble Limited Partnership, had struck 
a tentative deal with First Quantum Minerals to provide $150 million in financing over four years of the project's 
permitting phase in exchange for half the mine's stake. But NDN announced today that the companies have failed to 
reach a final agreement and were ending talks. 

The mine holds significant metal deposits, including gold, copper and molybdenum. 

Pebble Mine is currently going through the permitting process before the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. But questions 
have been raised about whether the mine ultimately will secure a permit following EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's 
surprise announcement earlier this year that he believes mining in that area would pose a risk to the region's natural 
resources, including the Bristol Bay salmon fishery, 

NDN did not say whether it has enough funds to finish the permitting process on its own. 


The Hill 

http://thehiH.corn/policv/energv-envjronment/389297-epa-grappjes-with-potentiaj-heajth-threat-jn-drinkjng-water 

EPA grapples with potential health threat in drinking water 

By Timothy Cama, 5/25/18, 6:00 AM 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) chief Scott Pruitt is starting to grapple with a class of chemicals used in 
manufacturing that has been found in drinking water in recent years. 

Pruitt convened a summit this week with state officials, industry representatives, environmental advocates and others 
to discuss the presence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in the water supply. He labeled the issue a 
"national priority" and promised certain steps toward potentially regulating the chemicals' presence in water. 

Among other steps, Pruitt said EPA would formally consider whether to set national limits on the drinking water 
concentration of two of the thousands of chemicals in the family: perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and 
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS). 

The chemical industry even endorsed the actions, though cautioned that the EPA has to use "sound science" as it moves 
forward. 
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But some in Congress, along with environmental and public health advocates, are skeptical that Pruitt will take strong 
action on PFAS. They point to the Trump administration's deregulatory bent and an email uncovered last week in which 
a White House aide said an as-yet-unreleased federal study on the chemicals could be a "public relations nightmare." 

"At this point, it really just seems like a public show, with no action to really to back it up," said David Andrews, a senior 
scientist at the Environmental Working Group. 

Pruitt's actions on PFAS were also overshadowed by an uproar over EPA barring Journalists from much of the summit 
and allegations that a security guard shoved a reporter out of the building when she tried to cover it. 

The man-made chemicals have been used to make products like Teflon, Scotchgard and firefighting products. Companies 
have been using them for decades. 

But only recently have the health risks from PFAS garnered attention. The risks are under scrutiny in part due to the 
Flint, Mich., water crisis, which spurred a nationwide focus on water contamination that has uncovered water issues at 
military bases and manufacturing facilities in New York, New Hampshire, Michigan, North Carolina, among other places. 

Consumption of at least some of the compounds has been linked to cancer, thyroid disease, immune system problems 
and other ailments. 

Pruitt organized the PFAS summit earlier this year in response to growing calls from lawmakers and states for EPA to 
take actions like increasing research and exploring regulation. 

"This is a national priority that we need to focus on as a country," Pruitt said at the event. "There are concerns across 
the country about these chemicals because of their persistence, their durability, getting into the environment and 
impacting communities in an adverse way." 

Pruitt made four pledges on behalf of EPA. He said the agency would evaluate whether to set maximum PFOS levels for 
drinking water, develop recommendations for cleaning the chemicals out of groundwater, consider whether to 
designate some of them as "hazardous substances" for environmental cleanup purposes and do research on toxicity 
levels for some of the compounds. 

The American Chemistry Council, which represents chemical companies, endorsed Pruitt's approach. 

"I think we were overall pretty encouraged. It's fairly consistent with the sort of things that we're looking for in terms of 
next steps we want EPA to take in this area," said Jessica Bowman, the group's director for fluor-chemistry. 

The industry wants to ensure, however, that newer PFAS compounds are not swept up in EPA's action. It argues that 
legacy chemicals like PFAS and PFAO — neither of which is produced domestically anymore — are the main issue, and 
newer chemicals are more advanced and less harmful. 

"We want to make sure that EPA does take into consideration that there is a significant variation in the substances that 
all fall within this class of chemistry, and they don't all require risk-based regulation," Bowman said, adding that she 
believes Pruitt will endorse that view. 

But environmental advocates and many lawmakers distrust Pruitt to handle the issue. They say he is unlikely to order 
the right scientific studies or go far enough to limit acceptable chemical levels in water. 

"I'm very concerned about Pruitt's leadership on this issue," said Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.). 

Boyle said he's particularly worried about the revelation last week that an unknown White House aide predicted a 
"public relations disaster" from a federal health study about the substances. The email was uncovered by a Freedom of 
Information Act request filed by the Union of Concerned Scientists and first reported by Politico. 
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Numerous lawmakers are demanding that the Health and Human Services Department's Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry release the research referenced in the email. 

Patrick Breysse, that agency's head, said at the EPA summit that he and his staff were "working aggressively" to get the 
study out. 

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) has also put pressure on the EPA over PEAS. 

Asked if she's pleased with how EPA is handling the issue, she said, "I'm not totally pleased, no, but i want to find out 
what kind of levels are acceptable and remediate the problems." 

As for whether she has confidence in Pruitt's handling, she said, "I think time will tell, honestly." 

It has proven difficult for the EPA to designate a new chemical for filtering under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Since the 
act was updated in 1996, only one new chemical has been designated for potential regulation, and the EPA still hasn't 
moved to regulate it. 

But the bigger issue, in environmentalists view, is Pruitt's desire to avoid regulation and cater to industry. 

"Reading the tea leaves, it's pretty clear that they are following the chemical industry's lead on this," said Erik Olson, 
director of the health program at the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

"We feel that we certainly can't trust EPA to set a health-protective standard for these chemicals." 

Pruitt controversial science "transparency" proposal would also make it difficult for the EPA to publish a strong 
regulation, green advocates say. 

The proposal, among other changes, would require that any scientific findings the EPA uses for regulating be based on 
data that is available to the public and reproducible. 

Epidemiological studies, like those examining the effects of contaminants, often rely on personal data that researchers 
agree to keep private, and they can't be reproduced since they only happen once. 

That would make it difficult for the EPA to use some of the most consequential studies on PEAS, advocates say. 

"You throw out all evidence that these chemicals are already impacting human health," Andrews said, pointing to 
research from the major PEOA spill in West Virginia in 2014 as an example. 

"The implications could be enormous in terms of ignoring the significant amounts of scientific data that these chemicals 
are already impacting health." 


Politico 

https://subscriber.poiiticopro.eom/energv/article/2018/05/epas-next-steps-on-toxic-chemscal5-dray/-scrutinv-571874 

era's next steps on toxic chemicals draw scrutiny 

By Annie Snider, 5/25/18, 5:02 AM 

EPA is poised to take a handful of initial steps to address toxic water contamination after its summit this week, but few 
experts are optimistic that those actions will be enough — if they are even taken at all. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000538-00006 

















opening this week's meeting on nonstick PFAS chemicals that taint the drinking water of at least 16 million Americans, 
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced four "concrete steps" that the agency will take to address the contaminants, 
including determining whether to regulate two of the best-known chemicals in drinking water. 

"We will take the next step under the Safe Drinking Water Act process to evaluate the need for a Maximum 
Contaminant Level for PFOA and PFOS," Pruitt said. "It's something that has been talked about for a number of years. 

The process needs to begin." 

That evaluation will decide whether a contaminant warrants a legal limit, a process called a regulatory determination, 
which is based not just on the dangers that a chemical poses, but the scale of the problem and the cost to clean it up. 

And Pruitt said the agency will take the first steps to propose designating those two chemicals as hazardous substances 
under the Superfund law, which would help states and local water utilities force the companies responsible for 
contamination pay for its cleanup. 

Pruitt also said EPA is "currently developing" groundwater cleanup recommendations, which experts say could help fill 
the gap while the Superfund process plays out. That could be especially important in places like Dayton, Ohio, where 
drinking water wells are in the path of a groundwater plume of PFOA and PFOS that originated at the nearby Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base. So far, the military has been reluctant to begin remediation without a clear cleanup standard. 

Lastly, EPA will establish toxicity values for two other PFAS chemicals, information that states could use to set their own 
limits. 

None of those four actions is controversial — in fact, they're in line with the actions the states collectively asked EPA to 
take. 

But participants of this week's summit at EPA headquarters noted Pruitt's speech leaned heavily on phrases like taking 
"steps" to "evaluate" issues, leaving some people unclear on exactly what would happen next. 

Asked to clarify if Pruitt was committed to making a formal decision about regulating the contaminants, an agency 
spokesman said, "EPA remains committed to evaluating PFOA and PFOS under the regulatory determination process. As 
noted by the Administrator, we are taking steps to accelerate the determination process before the existing statutory 
deadline." 

Environmentalists, for their part, were skeptical. 

"It was pretty clear to me that EPA has not actually decided to do anything specific that will be meaningful at this point," 
said Erik Olson, who heads the Natural Resources Defense Council's health program. 

Olson described Pruitt's plan as "a little bit of kabuki theater" meant to signal that the agency is going to take action, 
which could prompt states that are considering setting their own standards to put any efforts on hold. Those state 
pollution standards are often at far lower levels than EPA's 70 parts per trillion health advisory level for PFOA and PFOS. 

"Either they're going to adopt something very weak that the chemical industry would be happy with, or they'll continue 
making noise like they're going forward to try and cool off any state effort for doing these standards," Olson predicted of 
Pruitt's EPA. 

Even if the agency does move forward swiftly with regulating PFOA and PFOS under the Safe Drinking Water Act, experts 
say it's most likely to take five years before such a limit could go into effect. Amendments made to the Safe Drinking 
Water Act in 1996 require EPA to conduct a number of analyses on the costs and benefits before it can promulgate a 
new rule. No new contaminants have been regulated under the law since then. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000538-00007 



Alan Roberson, who heads the Association of State Drinking Water Administrators, estimated that the fastest the agency 
could possibly finalize a new drinking water regulation would be December of 2021. 

"1 think that would be blinding speed," he said. 

Moreover, PFOA and PFOS are just two of roughly 35,000 chemicals in the PFAS class, many of which are still in active 
use. 

State representatives speaking at the conference Tuesday repeatedly voiced the need for more information about these 
chemicals, since they lack the ability to even detect many of them, let alone treat contaminated sites. 

Brandon Kernen, with the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Drinking Water and Groundwater 
Bureau, said the newer chemicals have a shorter half-life, but that doesn't necessarily mean they're less harmful for 
humans. 

"There's a lot more questions than answers, and we can't say they're safer," he said, and he called on businesses to 
submit more confidential data to EPA. 

Increasingly, states, water managers and public health advocates are arguing that EPA and other federal agencies need 
to prevent PFAS chemicals from reaching water supplies in the first place. And some groups are urging EPA to use its 
authorities under the 2016 toxic chemicals law to restrict the use of these chemicals, and to curb or prohibit discharges 
into waterways under the Clean Water Act. 

There's also increasing concern about the Food and Drug Administration's approvals to allow PFAS chemicals in food 
packaging — a use that chemical companies predicted could lead to hundreds of pounds of the chemicals being dumped 
into waterways daily, according to documents obtained under the Freedom of Information Act by the Environmental 
Defense Fund. 

But restricting the chemicals' uses in those ways would be controversial. While the industry has supported some 
regulatory steps to deal with "legacy" chemicals like PFOA and PFOS that have been phased out in the U.S., it has argued 
that the newer chemicals it has replaced them with don't pose the same environmental concerns. 

Many state officials argue that PFAS chemicals should be dealt with as a class, since developing analytical methods and 
setting limits for each individual one could suck up a huge amount of resources. But the chemical industry's lead 
lobbying group has specifically fought that approach. 

"PFAS chemicals make up a family of chemistry encompassing a broad range of chemicals and products with widely 
varying physical and chemical properties, health and environmental profiles, uses and benefits," Jessica Bowman, senior 
director of global fluoro-chemistry for the American Chemistry Council said at the summit on Tuesday. 

"Federal and state regulators must recognize these distinctions and the science that is available relative to the broad 
range of PFAS chemicals as they consider further actions," she said. 

But states say the problem is already stretching them to capacity. 

Heidi Grether, director of Michigan's Department of Environmental Quality, told the summit Tuesday at least five of her 
state's agencies are involved with PFAS issues, ranging from environmental contamination to effects on animals and 
crops. 

"As you all know, we have a lot more questions than we have answers and that is an important part of this," Grether 
said. 
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access-to-chemical-summit 

Rep. Dan Kildee asks inspector general to probe ERA for limiting access to chemical summit 

By Josh Siegel, 5/24/18, 3:33 PM 

Rep. Dan Kildee, who represents Flint, Mich., the site of the 2014 lead water crisis, asked the Environmental Protection 
Agency's inspector general on Thursday to conduct an investigation into the agency's decision to limit public access to a 
summit this week on dangerous chemicals that have contaminated water supplies. 

"Unfortunately, the EPA's actions to block journalists and elected officials fit a disturbing pattern by the Trump 
administration when it comes to transparency in government. The actions by the Trump administration and 
Administrator [Scott] Pruitt give me great concern about the lack of accountability and transparency in our 
government," the Michigan Democrat wrote in a letter to EPA Inspector General Arthur Elkins obtained by the 
Washington Examiner. 

Kildee said his staff was not allowed to attend the second day of the day-and-a-half summit at EPA headquarters 
Wednesday. 

"1 am deeply troubled by Administrator Pruitt and EPA's attempt to block access to a taxpayer-funded meeting, either 
for journalists or members of Congress," Kildee said. "Simply put, the public has a right to know what is happening inside 
their government " 

The EPA closed Wednesday's session of the chemical summit to media and the public, saying the event was at capacity 
and was not subject to federal rules on public access. 

"Both state and federal officials had the expectation that the second day of the summit would be a government-to- 
government discussion between federal and state co-regulators who are working together to address this important 
issue," said Peter Grevatt, the EPA's director of groundwater and drinking water. 

The agency initially allowed only select reporters and the public to attend the first hour of Tuesday's opening session of 
the summit, where Pruitt delivered an opening address. But after an outcry, the agency opened the afternoon session to 
everyone. 

Kildee's staff was invited to Tuesday's session, but did not attend it, the EPA said. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act says "any committee, board, commission, council, conference, panel, task force, or 
other similar group" used by an agency "in the interest of obtaining advice or recommendations" for the federal 
government must be open to the public. 

The day-and-a-half summit, attended by state, local, tribal, industry, and nonprofit officials, focused on the challenge of 
removing toxic chemicals known as per- and poly-fluorinated substances, or PFAS, from water supplies. The chemicals 
have been linked with thyroid defects, problems in pregnancy, and certain cancers. 

PFAS have been used since the 1940s in Teflon, nonstick pans, electronics, water-repellent clothes, and firefighting 
foam. 

The meeting was held after emails produced by a Freedom of Information request showed that the EPA helped delay the 
release of a study that found PFAS in water are harmful to human health at lower levels than the agency previously 
deemed safe. 
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The study, conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said the EPA's benchmark for PEAS, at 70 parts 
per trillion, is six times higher than what it should be. It also said exposure to PFAS in drinking levels at just 12 parts per 
trillion can be dangerous. 

Pruitt this week said he has no authority to release the study, saying that power rests with the Health and Human 
Services Department, which prepared the study. 

The EPA's inspector general is already probing Pruitt for his frequent first-class travel, heavy use of the agency's security 
detail, and other ethics and spending issues. 


CBS News 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/epa-pruitt-spent-3-5-rriinion-on-secuntv-dynng-first-vear-in-office/ 

EPA: Pruitt spent $3.5 million on security during first year in office 

By Arden Farhi and Jacqueline Alemany, 5/25/18, 12:05 PM 

Taxpayers spent about $3.5 million on security for Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt during 
his first year in office, according to records released by the agency Friday. That total includes $2.7 million on salary and 
overtime and more than $750,000 in travel costs. 

Compared with his predecessors. Pruitt's security costs are significantly higher. 

Between 2009 and 2016, spending ranged from $1.6 million to $2 million annually for the two previous administrators' 
security. Patrick Sullivan, the EPA's Assistant Inspector General for Investigations, claimed that Pruitt faced significant 
more threats than the previous administrator, Gina McCarthy. 

The AP previously reported that the EPA spent nearly $3 million dollars in taxpayer money on an around-the-clock, 20- 
member security detail that was also significantly larger than his predecessors' detail. 

"Administrator Pruitt has faced an unprecedented amount of death threats against him and to provide transparency EPA 
will post the costs of his security detail and pro-actively release these numbers on a quarterly basis. Americans should all 
agree that members of the president's cabinet should be kept safe from violent threats," EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox 
said. 

CBS News reported in April that Pruitt received tweets threatening to "put a bullet between your eyes" and another 
wishing him "a very painful and horrible death through poisoning." 

Pruitt's daughter also received a menacing message on Facebook, the document obtained by CBS News revealed. 

The administrator has also drawn criticism for flying first class during his first year in office, an expense that contributed 
to the substantial overall figure. 

During an interview in February with CBS News White House correspondent Major Garrett, Pruitt said that he would 
start flying coach, depending on the nature of various security threats. 

"There's a change coming, because look the security threat matters," Pruitt said. "What I've told them going forward is 
this: There is a change occurring, you're going to accommodate the security threats as they exist, you're going to 
accommodate those in all ways, alternate ways, up to and including flying coach, and that is what's going to happen on 
my very next flight. So those things are happening right away." 
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Pruitt's expenditures have remained the subject of intense scrutiny. Yet the embattled cabinet secretary has remained in 
Mr. Trump's good graces despite being the target of at least 10 investigations into various potential ethical violations. 


The era's Office of inspector General could not comment on the total number of EPA OIG audits, but it has made at 
least five investigations publicly known and has received seven additional requests to investigate various other issues 
that have been folded "into ongoing audits and/or will start the review once resources become available." 

Investigations into Pruitt's travel, protective service detail, emails, and "authority to fill administratively determined 
positions" pay are ongoing, according to Kentia Elbaum, a spokesperson for the EPA inspector general. 


The Hill 
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House Dems request information from EPA on Pruitt's legal fund 

By John Bowden, 5/24/18, 3:36 PM 

House Democrats on Thursday sent letters to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Scott Pruitt and the 
agency's Office of Inspector General (OIG) requesting information on a legal defense fund set up by Pruitt to defend 
himself in the midst of multiple scandals. 

Rep. Don Beyer (D^Va.), the ranking member on the House Judiciary Committee, and a group of five other Democratic 
lawmakers are investigating "potential ethical problems" created by Pruitt's legal fund, which the EPA chief disclosed 
during a Senate hearing last week. 

Other lawmakers on the letters included Reps. Ted Lieu (D-Calif.), Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), Jamie Raskin (D-Md.) and 
Gerry Connolly (D-Va.). 

"We have serious misgivings, however, about the potential ethical problems raised by such a fund, given your abysmal 
track record in such matters. We urge you to take all possible steps to mitigate any potential for conflicts of interest," 
the lawmakers wrote. 

Specifically, the Democrats warned Pruitt against accepting anonymous donations to the fund, which they said would 
conflict with recent guidelines set by the Office of Government Ethics. Any donation above $390 to the fund must 
already be publicly disclosed, according to federal regulations. 

"We are also concerned about the possibility of anonymous donations to your legal defense fund, as such donations 
could easily bypass prohibitions on donations from lobbyists and special interests with business before the EPA," they 
wrote. 

"We strongly urge against any such delay in transparency, as lax disclosure would worsen already-severe mistrust of 
your leadership by Congress and the public." 

Pruitt told a Senate committee last week that he is not personally involved with soliciting donations for the fund, which 
he says is handled by his attorneys. 

"I don't accept donations. I don't solicit donations. That's done by attorneys and others," he said. 

The EPA chief, whom President Trump has defended as scandals mount, is currently the subject of 12 separate 
investigations from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the EPA inspector general's office, according to 
Politico. 
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The investigations surround a number of Pruitt's dealings, including his $50-a-night condo deal from the wife of an 
energy lobbyist and his construction of a $43,000 soundproof booth that was found to be in violation of congressional 
laws. 


Huffington Post 
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Scott Pruitt Twice Introduced Anti-Abortion Bills Giving Men 'Property Rights' Over Fetuses 

By Alexander C. Kaufman, 5/24/18, 4:57 PM 

In 1999, Scott Pruitt, then an Oklahoma state senator, introduced a bill to grant men "property rights" over unborn 
fetuses, requiring women to obtain the would-be father's permission before aborting a pregnancy. 

Pruitt, now the embattled administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, submitted the legislation again in 
2005. 

The bill, which did not pass either time, faded from Pruitt's political legacy. But the legislation merits new examination 
as the EPA chief faces down an avalanche of corruption accusations. As HuffPost previously reported, Pruitt's support 
from right-wing evangelical Christians, a group that largely opposes abortion, has helped him keep his job amid calls 
from droves of Democrats and a handful of Republicans to fire the administrator. 

And while his current role atop the EPA does not give him any official control over abortion policy, he has appeared 
alongside President Donald Trump in meetings with evangelical leaders, and his draconian history on the issue is of a 
piece with the administration. In one of Trump's first acts after taking office, he reinstated and expanded the Reagan-era 
"global gag rule," withholding federal funding from charities and aid organizations that counsel women on family 
planning options that include abortion. Last week, the White House proposed a new "domestic gag rule" that would 
strip Planned Parenthood of funding. 

"It's not surprising that another member of Trump's inner circle is hostile to women," said Dawn Huckelbridge, a senior 
director at the progressive super PAC American Bridge, which opposes Pruitt and supports abortion rights. "But framing 
a fetus as a man's property is a new low." 

American Bridge resurfaced the legislation and shared it with HuffPost. The EPA did not respond to a request for 
comment. 

Pruitt has spent his 15 months at the EPA pushing to keep government out of the private sector. He's sought to radically 
deregulate the fossil fuel and chemical industries, clear the way for companies to produce more asthma-triggering 
pollution, allow deadly chemicals to remain on the market, and revise restrictions on teenage workers handling 
dangerous pesticides. 

By contrast, the bill from his time as a state legislator stated that "it is the responsibility of the state to ensure that no 
person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law," referring to a "fetus" as "property" 
that has been "jointly created by both father and mother." 

The legislation would have barred doctors from performing abortions without signed statements of permission from the 
father, or evidence that the man could not be located "after diligent effort." If the pregnancy resulted from rape, the 
woman would be required to show "such assault has been reported to a law enforcement agency having the requisite 
jurisdiction." 
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Doctors who performed the procedure without that documentation would have risked losing their medical licenses, 
been "civilly liable to the father of the aborted child for any damages caused thereby," and had to pay punitive fines of 

$5,000. 

in a statement to The Associated Press in 1999, Pruitt said a pregnant woman who were to obtain an abortion without 
meeting the bill's criteria would face legal consequences. "She'll be held accountable for it," Pruitt said. 

Pruitt also sought to restrict abortion in other ways. In 2001, when the Legislature was considering a bill to require that 
pregnant minors show parental permission before obtaining an abortion, he introduced an amendment to define a 
"fetus" as "any individual human organism from fertilization until birth." 

The timing of the bills came nearly a decade after the Supreme Court issued its landmark decision in Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey, in which it ruled that provisions requiring a woman to obtain her husband's permission for an 
abortion were unconstitutional. 

"He doesn't agree with the court's not viewing women as property and also doesn't believe in the intellectual concept 
that women should have agency over their own reproductive choices," said Leslie McGorman, deputy director at the 
advocacy group NARAL Pro-Choice America. "Frankly there's not a whole lot more to tell except that he is the guy who 
his record indicates he is." 

"He carries that lack of concern for the greater good throughout all of the things he's done in his career," she added, 
referring to his rollback of environmental safeguards. 

Until 2017, Pruitt served on the board of trustees at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, 
an institution that has said "a wife is to submit herself graciously" to her husband. Around the time he first introduced 
the abortion bill, in 1999, Pruitt served on the board of the MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center. Its 
current executive director, Forrest Cowan, has said unwed mothers have been "failed" by a "boyfriend, who values his 
own selfish gratification over responsibility, and her father, who should have had her back." 

Pruitt's crusade against abortion rights continued after he left the state Senate to become Oklahoma's attorney general. 
When a district court found a law requiring women to undergo an ultrasound before an abortion to be unconstitutional, 
Pruitt appealed the decision to the Oklahoma Supreme Court. After losing there, he unsuccessfully petitioned the U.S. 
Supreme Court to take the case. 

In 2012, The Tulsa World excoriated Pruitt in an editorial for wasting "more taxpayer money ... on this misguided effort 
to control doctor-patient interaction and the practice of medicine — but only when women are concerned." 


Daily Caller 
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It's Time The EPA Stops Taking Advantage Of Taxpayer Dollars For Regulatory Science (*Op-Ed) 

By E. Calvin Beisner, 5/24/18, 4:50 PM 

For decades, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been getting away with creating regulations that lack 
sound scientific basis, costing Americans hundreds of billions of dollars without solid evidence that such costs are 
justified. 

There are two ways this is done. 

First, the EPA simply disregards scientific results and regulates to satisfy a political pressure group. That was largely the 
case when in 1972, contrary to the EPA's own scientific findings, but under heavy pressure from environmentalists, it 
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banned the use of DDT, the most effective, least expensive, safe pesticide by which to control or eradicate disease¬ 
carrying insects like mosquitos and lice. 

The U.S. had already largely eliminated malaria by widespread spraying of DDT from the 1940s into the 1960s, so the 
ban didn't have immediate, large-scale negative consequences here. But it has made it more difficult to combat the 
recent spread of other insect-borne diseases like West Nile Virus, Zika, Lyme, spotted fever, and even malaria is making 
a comeback. 

The greater impact of the DDT ban has been in developing countries. The ERA persuaded other federal agencies to 
withhold foreign aid from countries that used DDT. Most developing countries complied. The result has been hundreds 
of millions of cases of malaria every year and tens of millions of malaria-caused deaths over the last 45 years. 

Second, the ERA built new regulations on "secret science" — studies whose authors refuse to grant other scientists 
access to the data, computer code and methodology behind them. Such studies are not subject to replication by other 
scientists. Yet, replication is the acid test of scientific research. 

"Secret science" has been especially common as the basis for pollution regulation dependent on dose-response 
relationships and for regulation related to anthropogenic global warming (AGW). 

Last month, ERA administrator Scott Rruitt requested public comment on a new rule titled "Strengthening Transparency 
in Regulatory Science" (STRS) designed to solve that problem, 

STRS provides that "when promulgating significant regulatory actions, the Agency shall ensure that dose-response data 
and models underlying pivotal regulatory science are publicly available in a manner sufficient for independent 
validation." It codifies what was intended in the Secret Science Reform Act of 2015 and the Honest and Open New ERA 
Science Treatment Act of 2017 (HONEST Act), both of which passed the House but never came up for vote in the Senate. 

The Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation — a network of scientists, economists, and religious leaders 
dedicated to environmental stewardship and economic development for the poor — has issued and is gathering 
signatures to an open letter supporting the STRS that calls the proposed rule "badly needed to assure American 
taxpayers that the ERA is truly acting in their best interests." 

Opponents of STRS raise three common — and, at first sight, credible — objections. 

The first is that peer review ensures the quality of studies published in refereed journals, but there is actually no 
empirical evidence that peer review works well. Drummond Rennie, deputy editor of "The Journal of the American 
Medical Association" and intellectual father of the International Congresses of Reer Review, held quadrennially starting 
in 1989, has said, "If peer review was a drug, it would never be allowed on the market." In fact, as John R.A. loannidis 
demonstrated in a celebrated article in "RLOS/ Medicine," "Most scientific research findings are false." 

The second common objection is that the rule would prevent the ERA from using studies that involve confidential 
information, such as personal health data or corporate proprietary information. In an open letter to ERA administrator 
Scott Rruitt, the Leftist, political-activist Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) argued, "There are multiple valid reasons 
why requiring the release of all data does not improve scientific integrity and could actually compromise research, 
including intellectual property, proprietary and privacy concerns." 

Yet Section 30.5 of the rule expressly states: "Where the Agency is making data or models publicly available, it shall do 
so in a fashion that is consistent with law, protects privacy, confidentiality, confidential business information, and is 
sensitive to national and homeland security." Section 30.9 allows the administrator to make exceptions when 
compliance isn't feasible. 

A third common objection, also expressed in the UCS letter, is that "many public health studies cannot be replicated, as 
doing so would require intentionally and unethically exposing people and the environment to harmful contaminants or 
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recreating one-time events (such as the Deepwater Horizon oil spill)." But what needs to be replicable in studies of such 
events are not the events themselves but the procedures used to collect and analyze data and make inferences from 
them. 

Consider, for example, a study that used tree-rings as proxy temperature measurements and purported to find that 
neither the Medieval Warm Period nor the Little Ice Age had occurred but that a rapid and historically unprecedented 
warming had begun in the late 19th century. The study became iconic for claims of dangerous AGW driven by human 
emissions of carbon dioxide. 

No one needed a time machine to return to the llth-20th centuries and regrow trees to recognize that the authors had 
committed confirmation fallacy by excluding certain data and misusing a statistical procedure, resulting in false results. 
All anyone needed was access to the raw data and the computer code used to analyze it. 

Yet, the lead author's long refusal to allow access to raw data and computer code delayed discovery of these errors for 
years, during which the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the public, and governments all over the world 
were led to believe its claims and formulate expensive policies based partly on those findings. 

The UCS letter asserted that concerns about transparency and certainty raised by supporters of the rule "are phony 
issues that weaponize 'transparency' to facilitate political interference in science-based decision making, rather than 
genuinely address either." But the irreproducibility crisis is real, not phony. Furthermore, enhanced transparency works 
against politicization, not for it. This objection is so patently invalid as to suggest that those who offer it are themselves 
weaponizing confidentiality to facilitate their own political interference in science-based decision making. 

STRS will improve, not harm, the EPA's mission to protect Americans from real environmental risks. It will also reduce 
the risks caused by unjustified but costly regulations. It should be adopted. 

Calvin Beisner, Ph.D., is Founder and National Spokesman of The Cornwall Alliance for the Stewardship of Creation. 


Reuters 

htt p s: / /www.reuS:ers.com/article / us-usa-e p a-formaldeh v de /p ressured- bv-i nd us trv-u-$-e p a-slows-formaldeh v de-stud v - 

release-documents-idUSKCNllPSEX 

Pressured by industry, U.S. EPA slows formaldehyde study release; documents 

By Valerie Volcovici, 5/24/18, 3:33 PM, Updated 9:00 PM 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under pressure from the chemical industry, has 
delayed release of a study detailing cancer risks from formaldehyde, according to internal communications seen by 
Reuters, potentially keeping important health information from the public. 

Top EPA officials have declined to review the study or be briefed by its experts on the findings, the internal 
communications showed. 

The EPA already lists formaldehyde, used in building materials like plywood and foam insulation, as a probable 
carcinogen. The new report is expected for the first time to detail its links to leukemia. 

The report, an update of the EPA's existing human health assessment of the widely used chemical, was completed by 
scientists from the agency's Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) late last year and must go through a months-long 
internal review process before it can be issued to the public for comment. 
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The delay could further heighten scrutiny of EPA, already fending off complaints that it and the White House considered 
blocking a study on water contamination by PFOA and PFOS, chemicals used in Teflon and firefighting. Politico reported 
on May 14 that a Trump administration aide had warned release of that study would cause a "public relations 
nightmare." 

The Union of Concerned Scientists, a nonprofit science advocacy group, said delaying the report fits a broader pattern of 
the agency's political leadership interfering with public health research. 

"By sweeping scientific assessments under the rug, EPA fails to fulfill its mission of protecting public health. The public 
has the right to know about public health threats," said Yogin Kothari, UCS Washington director. 

The EPA told Congress in early February it expected to start the agency review process for the formaldehyde assessment 
"shortly," according to the EPA staff communications. 

But in follow-up communications between agency employees in late April, one career staffer wrote that EPA Chief of 
Staff Ryan .Jackson, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation Bill Wehrum, and Wehrum's deputy Clint 
Woods had not given their permission to initiate the review and had refused offers from EPA scientists to brief them on 
it. 

"No office in the EPA is interested in formaldehyde," the staffer wrote. 

The 60-to-90-day agency review and a subsequent inter-agency review of a similar duration must happen before the 
study can be issued for public comment. 

Prior to the communications, the chemistry industry's main lobby group, the American Chemistry Council (ACC), had 
been pressuring the EPA to avoid drawing links between formaldehyde and leukemia in its assessment. 

EPA's deputy assistant administrator of the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention, Nancy Beck, previously 
served as director of regulatory science policy at the ACC. Beck is not named in the communication. 

SCIENTIFICALLY INDEFENSIBLE 

The lobby group met with EPA political staff, including Deputy Assistant Administrator for the EPA's Office of Research 
and Development Richard Yamada, on January 24 to make a presentation on the subject, ACC Formaldehyde Panel 
spokeswoman Sarah Scruggs told Reuters. 

She provided Reuters a link to the presentation, titled "Formaldehyde IRIS Assessment." 

"Any draft assessment that attempts to associate formaldehyde exposure with leukemia is scientifically indefensible," 
Scruggs said, adding that the ACC questions the "scientific rigor and methodologies" used by IRIS. 

EPA spokeswoman Molly Block declined to comment on the delays or the ACC's possible role. 

"We continue to discuss the assessment with our agency program partners and have no further updates to provide at 
this time," she said in an email. 

Reuters was able to review the staff communications on condition that the identities of the people involved remained 
anonymous, given sensitivity of the issue. 

EPA's last attempt to update its assessment of formaldehyde in 2010 had been criticized by the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) for failing to draw "clear links" between formaldehyde and leukemia. The new attempt was meant to 
resolve that. 
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The NAS supported the prior EPA assessment's finding that formaldehyde can, in certain cases, cause cancer in the nose 
and throat. 

Democratic senators Ed Markey, Sheldon Whitehouse and Tom Carper last week wrote to EPA chief Scott Pruitt to ask 
about delays to the report and request communications between the EPA and ACC related to the formaldehyde 
assessment, saying they were concerned the agency was bowing to industry pressure. 


Bloomberg 

https://wwwi)loomberg.coni/news/articles/2.018-0.S-2.4/caijfornsa-a(r-bo.s.s-evokes-canceled-kirn-summit-in-swipe-at- 

trump 

California Air-Quality Official Takes a Swipe at Trump 

By John Lippert, 5/24/18, 6:38 PM 

California's top air-quality official disputed the Trump administration's description of a meeting about the future of fuel 
economy standards, suggesting it was actually a dud. 

"Sounds like a great meeting based on the WH press release. Too bad it's not the one we attended," Mary Nichols, the 
chair of the state's Air Resources Board, tweeted Thursday, attaching an image of a statement released by the U.S. 
Transportation Department and Environmental Protection Agency. 

"To quote the President on cancelling his planned summit with Kim Jong-un, 'If and when ((SUSDOT & (SEPA) choose to 
engage in constructive dialogue and actions, I am ready,"' Nichols wrote. 

The Transportation Department and EPA had described Wednesday's meeting with Nichols as productive and said they 
were moving ahead with a joint proposal to amend federal auto-efficiency rules. Automakers have stressed a strong 
desire for California and federal regulators to continue coordinating fuel-mileage and emissions standards as part of a 
national program that would set consistent requirements for companies nationwide. 

California Governor Jerry Brown said in an interview Wednesday that the state won't give in to demands that its auto¬ 
emission standards be watered down and is prepared to litigate the matter until Trump is out of office. 


https:/./apnews.cor'n/ab701c2,lfbc6472,28a70234c38dZladd/Judge-want:s-st:ate.-US-EPA-to-take-lead-on-Lake-Erie-a!gae 

Judge wants state, US EPA to take lead on Lake Erie algae 

5/25/18 

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — A federal Judge overseeing a lawsuit in Ohio says he wants state and federal regulators to take 
serious steps to find and implement solutions to Lake Erie's persistent algae problem instead of leaving the issue to the 
courts. 

U.S. District Judge James Carr met earlier this week with lawyers from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and an 
environmental group to discuss what should happen next. 

Carr said last month that state and federal agencies have mishandled the issue over whether the lake should be 
designated as impaired. 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000538-00017 





















The Blade reports Carr said it's time for tougher rules to clean up the lake and to prevent the formation of sometimes 
toxic algae blooms that plague the lake's western basin each year. 


The Hill 

http: // thehi!l,com / opinion/'ener g v-environment/389271-wh v - epas-drop-in-pol !ution--cases--is--so-scar y 

Why era's drop in pollution cases is so scary (*Op-Ed) 

By Michael Mikulka, 5/24/18, 4:30 PM 

Law enforcement by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency fell significantly in 2017. It'll be worse in 2018. EPA is 
failing to conduct wide-ranging investigations to protect human health. 

EPA initiated 20 percent fewer civil cases and 30 percent fewer criminal enforcement cases during fiscal 2017. The 
number of defendants charged, and inspections conducted have ail hit the lowest point in a decade. That is not 
accidental. Pruitt seems to be putting up roadblocks to investigations. Under Trump, enforcers must navigate through a 
gauntlet of obstacles to bring an enforcement action across the finish line. 

EPA is thwarting its own workforce's efforts to determine compliance with environmental law by restricting the use of 
the most powerful investigative tools provided to EPA by Congress. Authorities that allow for investigations under the 
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act May compel polluters to test 
whether they are in compliance with those laws. But Pruitt has taken away much of this "testing" power from local EPA 
officials, who are insulated from political pressure, and given it to appointees loyal to Trump. 

Use of these investigative tools has slowed to a standstill. In last years of the Obama administration, EPA's Great Lakes 
Office sent requests for environmental testing to approximately 43 facilities per year. After political appointees took 
over the approval of environmental testing, only four requests were made by the Chicago office in eight months. In 
December 2017, the New York Times reported EPA similar decline at the Denver EPA office. 

The enforcement slowdown has been compounded by the departure of 900 EPA employees since Trump's election. EPA 
has blocked the hiring of enforcers to replace the staff who specialize in bringing environmental cases. 

Without investigators, EPA cannot discover a violation of the law. Pruitt is refusing to use funds appropriated by 
Congress to hire new investigators. Enforcement is being starved of personnel. 

investigation and analysis of environmental data is crucial to the protection of public health. EPA tried to block the 
release of a report detailing the dangers of PFOA poisoning. 

Polytetrafluoroethylene, or PFOA, and associated compounds PFOS and PFAS, used for decades in the production of 
textiles, paper, metal-plating and semiconductors are linked to cancer, thyroid disease and weakened childhood 
immunity. 

PFAS chemicals now contaminate the drinking water systems serving 16 million Americans in 33 states. EPA has dragged 
its feet on regulating PFAS chemicals, despite convincing evidence that they are hazardous at very low doses. EPA failed 
to set a PFAS legal limit in 2017. Instead, it proposed an ineffectual non-enforceable lifetime health advisory level. 

As reported in Politico, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), prepared to publish a draft 
recommendation for "very, very low" minimal risk levels for the chemicals, ranging as low as 12 ppt, EPA political 
appointees quashed the action. If EPA thwarts the release of information about what is harming us, how will we ever 
stop the harm? 
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The bulk of EPA enforcement is conducted in 10 regional offices. Historically, those offices were allowed a measure of 
autonomy in pursuing local cases, only requiring consulting with EPA's DC office on nationally significant cases. 

Now, EPA's Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) headed by Susan Bodine, a longtime former lawyer 
for industry, has disrupted the initiation of local enforcement actions by personally reviewing case materials before they 
are submitted to DOJ. 

Political appointees weigh in over whether EPA refers a case to the Department of Justice, or whether EPA files a case 
through DOJ in federal court. Political appointees dictate the terms EPA may use to settle enforcement cases, even in 
routine situations. At each turn, politics, not the facts, seem to tilt the scale towards polluters. 

Further, EPA has now allowed states an unprecedented say over whether to bring an action against a violator in their 
state. Data showing a violation is often turned over to a state environmental agency, where the fines and compliance 
terms demanded are notoriously less stringent, or lawbreakers may not be penalized at all. When enforcement is 
ineffective, widespread disregard of compliance ensues, leading to immeasurably more pollution. 

We can't afford any more threats to the health of Americans. We must allow EPA to fulfill its intended mission, stop 
environmental polluters and provide all citizens with breathable air, drinkable water and safe land. 

Michael Mikulka is president of American Federation of Government Employee Local 704, representing EPA Region 5 
workers protecting Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin. 


AP 

https://apnews.com/2d085fe69af243e398al43505e4c0fd7/Environmentalists-take-air'n-at-power-plant's-discharge- 

permit 

Environmentalists take aim at power plant's discharge permit 

By Susan Montoya Bryan, 5/24/18 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — Environmental groups are accusing U.S. regulators of violating clean water rules by 
repeatedly delaying action on a discharge permit for a coal-fired power plant that provides electricity for customers in 
three western states. 

The Sierra Club and others contend in papers filed Wednesday in federal court that without a new permit, the 
communities surrounding the Four Corners Power Plant in northwestern New Mexico remain exposed to heavy metals 
and other pollutants that are released into drainages that eventually lead to the San Juan River. 

They are seeking to force the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take action on a permit renewal application that 
was initially filed in 2006. 

They called the delays unreasonable, saying that in the 12 years the agency has failed to take final action there have 
been technological advances that could have further reduced degradation of the area's water quality. 

"The water pollution permit for the Four Corners coal plant is based on facts and technology from last century," Gloria 
Smith, an attorney with the Sierra Club, said in a statement. "In 2018, it is unconscionable for the EPA not to protect 
public health and the environment from the coal pollution that now flows into the San Juan River." 

An agency spokeswoman did not immediately return a message seeking comment. 


Arizona Public Service Co., the utility that runs the plant, said the permit has been extended administratively by the 
agency over the years and that it is meeting water quality regulations. 
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Federal regulators have done numerous inspections and no violations have been found, utility spokeswoman Suzanne 
Trevino said Thursday. 

Located on tribal land, the Four Corners plant produces electricity for customers in Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. It's 
one of three coal-fired generating stations in the region that have scaled back operations as utilities shift toward natural 
gas and renewable sources because of regulations and economic forces. 

Critics have long complained that the Four Corners plant and the nearby San Juan Generating Station emit more 
pollution than any other source in North America and that the pollution degrades air and water resources throughout 
the San Juan Basin. 

The two remaining units at Four Corners burn about 19,000 tons of coal a day, according to the complaint. 

Water discharge permits are supposed to be renewed every five years as part of a process that includes public comment 
and a chance for people to appeal once a final permit is issued. 

The environmentalists say that hasn't happened in the case of the Four Corners permit. They argue that the result has 
been unnecessary delays in the monitoring and management of pollution seeping from the plant's coal ash disposal 
areas as well as a delay in the collection and dissemination of information about the effects of pollution on endangered 
fish in the San Juan River. 

The other environmental groups include; The Center for Biological Diversity, the San Juan Citizens Alliance, Amigos 
Bravos and Dine CARE. 


Washington Examiner 
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Chemical safety board faults Texas chemical plant that exploded during Hurricane Harvey 

By Josh Siegel, 5/24/18, 4:45 PM 

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board said Thursday that the Arkema chemical plant in Crosby, Texas was poorly prepared to 
defend itself from explosions at the facility that resulted from Hurricane Harvey flooding last August. 

The safety board released its final report of the Aug. 31 chemical plant explosion, warning that chemical facilities must 
better prepare for the "greater likelihood" of extreme weather events as hurricane season approaches. 

"Our investigation found that there is a significant lack of guidance in planning for flooding or other severe weather 
events," said Vanessa Allen Sutherland, chairwoman of the Chemical Safety Board. "Based on other government reports, 
we know that there is a greater likelihood of more severe weather across the country. As we prepare for this year's 
hurricane season, it is critical that industry better understand the safety hazards posed by extreme weather events." 

Arkema is a multinational company based in France. 

The Arkema chemical plant manufactures and distributes organic peroxides used to produce consumer goods such as 
surface countertops and polystyrene cups and plates. 

In the days leading up to the fire at Arkema, the board said heavy rain caused equipment to flood and fail. As a result, 
chemicals stored at the plant decomposed and burned, releasing fumes and smoke into the air. 
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Containers of organic peroxides, which are combustible if not kept refrigerated, burst into flames at the Arkema facility 
after power outages caused by Hurricane Harvey shut off cooling systems that kept the chemicals stable. 

Workers at the Arkema facility moved the organic peroxides from low temperature warehouses to refrigerated trailers. 
Three of those trailers, however, were flooded and failed, the board said. 

With no refrigeration, there was nothing to stop the chemicals from heating up and catching fire. 

All of Arkema's employees evacuated the facility, and more than 200 residents living nearby left the area and could not 
return home for a week. Twenty-one people received medical attention from exposure to the fumes and smoke. 

A group of first responders sued Arkema after the fire, claiming they suffered "serious bodily injuries" from exposure to 
the toxic chemicals. The plaintiffs were manning the perimeter of a 1.5-mile evacuation zone imposed two days before 
the explosions, and the lawsuit alleged that after the blasts happened, no one from Arkema told the first responders. 

The Chemical Safety Board is an independent federal agency that investigates chemical accidents. The agency's board 
members are appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate. 

in its final report, the safety board called for improved chemical industry guidance to help facilities better prepare for 
extreme weather events, such as flooding, so that similar incidents can be avoided. 

The board said facilities should perform an analysis to determine susceptibility to potential extreme natural events. 

To guard against flooding events, facilities should install independent layers of protection for equipment. 

The Environmental Protection Agency in September opened an inquiry into whether the Arkema chemical plant followed 
federal safety rules to protect against hazards, following explosions at the facility from Hurricane Harvey. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt authorized a request for information to Arkema under Section 114 of the Clean Air Act 
about whether the company complied with a risk management plan filed with the federal government. 

Depending on the information obtained by the EPA, the agency can issue administrative, civil or criminal action against 
Arkema. The status of that inquiry is unclear. 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 


Subject: 

Attachments: 


Bodine, Susan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=8C2CC6086FCC44C3BE6B5D32B262D983-BODINE, SUS] 

8/14/2018 10:11:34 PM 

Elkins, Arthur [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8e6cfef587834f388791a500a803e7b2-Elkins, Arthur] 

Leopold, Matt (OGC) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e5cdf09a3924dada6d322c6794cc4fa-Leopold, Maj; Greaves, Holly 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=abcb6428b3df40a9a78b059a8ba59707-Greaves, Ho]; Jackson, Ryan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry]; Sheehan, Charles 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b55fd64b0e9c4e98bee51124089110d2-Sheehan, Charles]; Christensen, 

Kevin [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5f4892056flf4cfb998b2cd434052686-Christensen, Kevin]; Trefry, John 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6aa5b5a5d80445cbc0ca0eela7c6cc4-Trefry, John]; Starfield, Lawrence 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8a89d6cd217d4254a5879abecb3f314e-Starfield, Lawrence]; Traylor, Patrick 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6d06c6b766c4b4b8bfdf6b0fea4b998-Traylor, Pa]; Barnet, Henry 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cb4045a7ca97475698cfce824ae664bl-Barnet, Henry]; Mazakas, Pam 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fde3017279c64e3ebfflad7dc5d5b835-Pmazakas]; Monson, Mahri 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fel6c321270a466c90286d60e81b292c-Mmonson]; Trent, Bobbie 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08b98c62c53442cf8e6eee9ald5c648b-BTrent]; Spriggs, Gwendolyn 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4b039668b37f4ffb9b3fleffc89442d0-GSprig02]; Shiffman, Cari 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=645f74dlleec4eba9337cb5734ad6098-Shiffman, Cari]; Branning, Hannah 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a568a722d33649dfa02f3dc95cd7a3fd-Branning, Hannah] 

Response to the May 30, 2018, OIG Draft Report, "Agents Assigned to Protective Service Detail Lack Statutory 
Authority to Protect the EPA Administrator," and Revised Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 

Agency response to OIG Draft Report for Project No. OA-FY16-0265 Agents Assigned to Protective Service Detail Lack 
Statutory Authority To Protect the EPA Administrator.pdf; OECA Comments on Revisions to Recommendations in the 
OIG Draft Report, Project No. OA-FY16-0265, dated May 30, 2018 (Word Version 8-14-18).docx 


Art, 

Attached is the Agency's full response to OIG's May 30, 2018, OIG Draft Report, "Agents Assigned to Protective Service 
Detail Lack Statutory Authority to Protect the EPA Administrator," including a response to the revised recommendations 
numbered 2, 3 and 4, that were transmitted by an email from John Trefry on August 1, 2018. 

Please ensure that the entire attachment is included in the Final Report. It includes the June 29, 2018 memorandum 
from myself. Matt Leopold, and Holly Greaves, the June 29, 2018 General Counsel Office opinion, a redline of the May 
30, 2018 draft report, and an August 14, 2018 memorandum from myself addressing the revised recommendations. 

A word version of the August 14, 2018 memorandum also is attached. A hard copy of this full response will be delivered 
to your office in the morning. 
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Thank you, 


Susan 


Susan Parker Bodine 
Assistant Administrator 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 
202-564-2440 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONiyiENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON. D C. 204S0 



M.EM.O.RANffUM. 


SEBJECTj 


FROM: 


OECA Comments o.n Revisions to Reconimendations in the OIG Draft R.eport, "Agenls 
Assigned to Protective Service Detail Lack Statuiory Authority to Protect the EPA 
AdministratorP Project No. OA-FY16“0265, dated May 30, 2018 


Susan Parker Bodine, Assistant Administrator 



TOt Arthur Elki,ns. Inspector General 


CC: Matthew Z, Leopold, General Counsel 

Holly W, Greaves, Chief Financial Officer 

On June 29,2018, the Office of General Counsel, the Office of Enforcement and Cotnpliance 
Assurance, and the Office of the Chief Financial Officer provided comments (both naitative and a, red- 
line strikeout) on 010 .Projecl ,No. OA“FY16“0265, relating to the Administrator’s protective service 
detail. On that date you also received an Opinion of the Office General Counsel identifying the source of 
the Agency’s legal authority to provide protective services to the Administrator. 


On July 23, 2018. we met with Charles Sheehan and members of the OIG staff to discuss the 
unsupported statements in the Draft Report for OIG Project No. OA-.FYI6--0265, It was our 
understanding from that meeting that the OKI .recognized there were significant problems with the 
original Draft. Report and would be making extensive changes, including con.skiering revising the Report 
title, since the title of the Draft R.eport was inaccurate and misleading. Given this unusual circumstance 
and to ensure our comments are relevant to the actual report to be released by the OIG, we requested the 
opportunity to review and conitnent on the revised report. .However, the OIG denied this request. 

Instead, on August 1, we received an email with changes to recommendations 2, 3, and 4. We are left to 
assume that all of chapter 2, on which recommendations I and 2 were based, as well as all of chapter 3. 
on which recommendations 3,4, and 5 were based, remain in the report, despite the unsupported 
,stateme.nts in those chapters. 


Accordingly, the June 29. 2018, comments, including the memorandum and the red»iine .strikeout, 
remain the Agency’s response to the Draft Report, and this memorandura addresses only the revised 
recommendations. For those recommendations with which the Agency agrees, we have provided 
corrective actions and estimated completion dates. For those recommendations with which the Agency- 
does not agree, we have explained our position and proposed alternatives to the recommendations. 


It is important to understand, with respect to Recommendations 3 and 4, that a threat analysis, while 
informative, is not dispositi ve of a decision, to provide protection nor what level of protection should be 
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Further, the lack of threats does not mean that there is no risk or that protective services are 
not justified- If Recommendations 3 and 4 are not revised as -suggested below, the Agency non-concurs 
on both. 


Please include both today’s comments and those submitted on June 29 in your final report on the 
Protection. Seivice Detail. 


-AGENCY’S RESPONSE TO REPORT .R.ECO.MMENDATK)NS: 
Aaretunents: 


No. 


Recottiiuersdatlon 


Response 


Intended Corrective 
.Aetion(s) 


Estimated 

by .Date, 
Quarter and FY 


Implement the Office of 
Gen.eral Counsel opinion 
through new policies, 
procedures and/or guidance that 
defines the amount of time 
agents must spend on 
investigating environmental 
crimes and how the time will be 
monitored and documented by 
supervisors. 


Concur- 


Have the Office of Criminal 
Enforcement, Forensics and 
'rrain.ing complete and 
document a threat analysis for 
the EPA Administrator on a 
regular basis to Justify the 
proper level of protection 
required for the Administrator, 


Concur if revised to 
state, “Have 
OEC.A/OCEFT 
compiete and 
document a threat 
analysis for the EPA 
Administrator on a 
regular basis,” 

i As discussed iu the 

I Ageucy’s June 29, 

I 2018 response to the 
draft report, a threat 
analysis, while 
informative, is not 
dispositive of a 
decision to provide 
protection nor what 
level of protection 
should be provided. 
Further, the lack of 
threats does not 
mean that there is 
no risk or that 


OECA/OCEFT will 
develop new policies, 
procedures aiuEor 
guidance that defines 
the amount of time 
agents .must spend on 
investigating 
environmental crimes, 
infrirmed by the 
Genera! Counsel 
opinion. 


1.OECA/OCEFT to 
conduct and document 
a threat analysis on a 
regular basis 
(approximately twice a 
year). 

2.0ECA AA and law 
enforcement 
professionals in the 
PSD to discuss threat 
analyses with the 
Administrator to 
inibrm decisions 
regarding level and 
of protection. 


Initiated tracking time 
agents spend 
investigating 
environmental crimes 
September 30, 2017 
(4^^’ quarter 2017), 

Develop policies, 
procedure.s, and/or 
guidance by September 
30, 2018 (4*^* quarter 

FY20I8). _ 

Regular threat analyses 
initiated January 2018 
(.2*’‘^ quarter FY 2018). 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000545-00002 































1 protective services 
j are n ot jus tified. 


Using a Justified level of 
protection based on a threat 
analysis, detemiine appropriate 
staffing and coiTesponding 
schedules for Protective Service 
Detail agents. 



See comments 
above regarding 
recommendation 3. 
Concur if revised to 
state, ‘‘OECA 
should provide- 
inforaiation, 
including the results 
of a threat analysis 
and discussions with 
the protectee, to 
help inform 
decisions regarding 
the appropriate level 
of protection. 
OCEFT should then 
establish the staffing 
and corresponding 
schedules for 
Protective Service 
Detail agents.” 


OECA/OCEFT to 
manage staffing and 
.scheduling of the 
Administrator’s 
protective service 
detail based on the 
level of protection. 



nitiated February 2017 
2^^ quarter FY 2017). 


CONTACT .INFORM ATION; 

If you have any questions regardi,n,g this response, please contact Gwendolyn Spriggs, OECA’s Audit 
Follow Up Coordinator on 202-564-2439, or via email, spr iga S'g\veud o! vndf epa .g ov . 


Attachments: 

1. Agency .re.sponse dated J une 29.2018 

2, Agency tracked changes of Draft Report 
.3. OGC Legal Opinion dated June 29,2018 

cc: R. Jackson, 0A/COS 
C. Sheehan, OIG/E>IG 

K. Christensen, OIG/AIG 
J. Treffy, OiG/T>irector 

L, Startieid, OECA/.PDAA 
P. Traylor, OECA./DAA 

H. Barnet. OCEFT/OECA./Director 
P. Mazakas, OCEFT/OECA/.Direclor 
,M. Monson, OGC/AFC 
B. Trent. OCFO/AFC 
G. Spriggs, OECALAFC 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONSfiENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 




JtlNZSIli 


SUBJECT; 


FROM: 


Response to the May 30, 2018, Office of inspector GeneralTs Draft Report, 

"Agents Assigned to Protective Ser\'ice Detail Lack Stamtorv' Authprity to Protect the 

X7DA i 



Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 


TO; 


Holly W, Greaves, Chief Financial Officer, 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer ^ 




Arthur Elkins, Inspector General 
Charles Sheehan, Deputy inspector General 
Office of Inspector General 


ihank you for the opportunity to respond to the issues and recommendations presented in the Office of 
Inspector General Draft Report, Project No. OPE-FY16-0265 regarding the protection of the EPA 
Administrator. Ihe Office of General Counsel and the Office of Enforcement and Compliance 
Assurance disagree with the facts and legal conclusions set forth in the draft report, as set forth in this 
letter as well as in the June 29, 2018, legal opinion of the General Counsel and the attached redline of 
the draft report. The Office of the Chief Financial Officer believes that the draft report includes 
misstatements, which are corrected in tlie attached redline. 


Chapter 2; EPA PSD Agents Lack Statntorj' Authority to Perform Law Enforcement Functfons 

Chapter 2 of the draft report states: “We concluded that the EPA^s Protective Service Detail (PSD) 
agents lack statutory authority to provide protective services for the EPA Administrator.” That statement 
is incorrect as a matter of law. PSD agents possess proper authority to perform protective services for 
ftie Administrator under 5 U.S.C. § 301. Further, PSD agents’ law enforcement authority, which 
includes the authority to make arrests and carry firearms, is derived from 18 U.S.C. § 3063, provided 
they have responsibility for the investigation of environmental crimes, 

Ihe Office of Inspector General (OIG) draft report improperly conflates the Agency’s general authority 
to provide protective services with the “law enlbrcement authority” of PSD agents. The authority to 
provide protective services is separate and apart from PSD agents’ authority to carry firearms, execute 
warrants, make arrests, and perform other Jaw enforcement fonctions. This improper conflation results in 
numerous errors throughout the draft report. Prior to the issuance of the draft Chapter 2, Office of 
General Counsel (OGC) conveyed the clear legal authority for both the existence of the PS D itself and 
the PSD agents’ law enforcement authority to the OIG auditors. 

internes Addre-ss cU.SL; ® httpi.'Vwww.epa,gov 
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Tlie Agency has clear authority to assign employees to provide protective services under 5 U.S.C. § 301, 
as confiriBed by Coinptroiler General decisions. In 1975, the ComplToller Genera! determined that if a 
government official were threatened or there were other indications that he was in danger, and if it were 
administratively determined that the risk were such as to impair his ability to carry' out Ms duties, and 
hence to affect adversely the efficient functioning of the agency, then funds of his agency, the use of 
which was not otherwise restricted, might be available to protect him, without specific statutory' 
authority.” See 54 Comp. Gen. 624 (Jan. 28,1975). Thus, all agencies, including EPA, have authority' to 
expend appropriated funds to protect government officials. 

As OGC staff had previously informed your staff, PSD agents derive law enforcement authority from 18 
U.S.C. § 3063 w'henever they have responsibility for the investigation of environmental crimes. 18 
U.S.C. § 3063 states in part; 

“Upon designation by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, any law 
enforcement officer of the Environmental Protection Agency with responsibility for the 
investigation of criminal violations of a law administered by the Environmental Protection 

Agency, may-.(1) carry firearms; execute and serve any warrant; and (3) make arrests 

without warrant... .”. 

Chapter 2 incorrectly states that , .because the duties of PSD agents do not comport with the plain 
language of 18 U.S.C. § 3063 ... they are not authorized to carry firearms and conduct other law 
enforcement activities pursuant to that statute.” Chapter 2 also incorrectly states that, “the agency 
appears to have taken the position that the law enforcement powers given to the Criminal Investigations 
Division (CID) agents under 18 U.S.C. § 3063 were automatically transferred to the agents’ work in 
PSD.” 'fhese assertions are inaccurate. OIG’s analysis ignores PSD agents’ actual current duties, 
specifically the vital fact that part of a PSD agent’s time is spent on criminal investigatory work. OIG^ 
failed to include this key fact in its analysis, even though the Agency clearly noted this fact to the OIG. 
The fact that PSD agents currently spend some of their time investigating environmental crimes means 
that PSD agents do peribrm work that comports with the plain language of the statute. There is no 
“transfer” of authority Ifom CID agents to PSD agents. PSD agents, like other CID agents, derive their 
law enforcement authority from 18 U.S.C. § 3063 provided tliey have responsibility for the investigation 
of environmental crimes. 


The law enforcement authority conferred by 18 U.S.C. § 3063 is broad, as evidenced by the plain 
language of the statute which provides the authority for agents to make arrests for “any offense against 
the United States.” 18 U.S.C. § 3()63(3)(A). By meeting the plain language requirements of 18 U.S.C. § 
3063 by maintaining responsibility for the investigation of environmental crimes, PSD agents carry that 
full law enforcement authority beyond the investigation of environmental crimes to their security work 
for the Administrator. 

As requested in Chapter 2 of your draft report, on June 29, 2018, you received an opinion from the 
General Counsel that “articulates the rmderlying legal basis for the authority of the Protective Serwce 
Detail’s agents.” Therefore, the Agency has fulfilled your Chapter 2 recommendation and it is our 
expectation that Chapter 2 of the draft report will be deleted and the remainder of the draft report revised 
accordingly. 


PSD Lacks Final Standard Operating Procedures for Providing Protective Services 
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Chapter 3 of the draft report concludes that: “The PSD lacks policies, procedures and standard operating 
procedures for the operational and administrative functions it perfonns” and “the services that the PSD 
provides to the Administrator are based on unsupported management decisions and discretion,” The 
draft report draws this conclusion because the report rests on the inaccurate premise that a “fomiai threat 
assessment” is necessciry to justify a level of protective services. Based on this faulty premise, the draft 
report then erroneously concludes that the absence of a "formal threat assessment” is the cause of the 
increase i n the costs of protecti ve services. 

The draft report references Department of Justice definition of threat assessment from a report on 
managing terrorism and concludes that EPA must conduct a similar type of threat assessment to justify 
providing protective services. Specifically, the draft report recommends that the PSD conduct formal 
threat assessments that are based on "comprehensive and rigorous reseai'ch and analysis,” that 
incorporate “knowledge, assessments, and understanding of state, local, and private organizations and 
agencies,” and that "assimilate germane, open source, or nonproprietary threat assessments, as well as 
intelligence information,” 

We disagree. While a threat assessment is a useful tool, it is j ust one tool. Further, the lack of threats 
does not mean that there is no risk or that protective services ai'c not justified. 


.According to the Secret Service: 

“ The piupose of U.S. Secret Service threat assessment and protective intelligence activities is 
to identify, assess, and manage persons who might pose a tiireat to those we protect, while the 
goal of these activities is to prevent assassination attempts.”* 

A threat assessment evaluates known threats. It does not address persons who do not make threats, 
who, according to the Secret Service, represent the majority of persons who attack public officials. ^ 
Thus, a tlireat assessment, while informative, is not dispositive of a decision to provide protection nor 
what level of protection should be provided. A protectee could be at risk even if there are no direct 
threats made against him or her. 

For example, James Hodgkinson, who attacked members of the Republican Congressional baseball 
team on June 14, 2017, made no threats prior to his attack.’ A threat assessment as envisioned in the 
draft report would not have identified a need for the protective services provided to the House Majority 
Whip, Steve Scalise, on that day. However, if his detail had not been present at the morning practice of 
the Republican team, it is likely that most of the members of that team would now be dead. 

The Secret Service’s review of Jared Lee Lougluier’s actions before he shot Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords leads to similar conclusions. Mr. Loughner did not threaten Representative Gilfbrds prior to 
attacking her. However, he had developed a pattern of disturbing behavior. In a review^^ of this shooting, 


^ Protective Intelligence & Threat Assessment Investigations, A Guide for State and i.,ocal Law Enforcetnent Officials, 
Research Report, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs (July 1998), at iii (emphasis added). 

^ Protective Intelligence & Threat Assessment Investigations, supra note 1, at 14. 

“Fhe Congressional Shooter: A Behavioral Review of Janies Hodgkinson, Department of Homeland Security, United States 
Secret Service, National Threat Assessment Center, October 2,2017, at 1, 
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the Secret Senice found that in many cases attackers had previously come to the attention of law 
enforcement, even thoiigh they had not made threats against protectees. Based on this finding, the 
review recommends collection of information from a broader range of sources to assess an individuafs 
risk for violence. Specifically, the Secret Sendee made recommendations regarding the scope of a threat 
assessment similar to those in the draft report: 

When someone comes to the attention of law enftrrcement for engaging in tlireatening or 
concerning behavior, a threat assessment investigation may be initiated to assess the individuafs 
risk for engaging in targeted violence. When conducting a comprehensive assessment of the ri sk 
a person may pose, it is essential to gather detailed information from multiple sources to eniiance 
your understanding of the individuars life circuinstances and why the individual engaged in the 
behavior that brought him or her to the attention of law enforcement.'^ 

However, the difference between the Secret Service recommendations and the draft report is that the 
Secret Seivdce does not suggest that a broad, system-wide, threat assessment is a predicate to providing 
personal protective services. Even if a protection unit embraces this systems approach fbr threat 
assessment investigations, there is no guarantee that ail threats can be identified and risk eliminated. 


Protective services are provided based on risk as well as threat assessments. Some protectees are at risk 
simply based on the positions they hold. We are, unfortunately, living in an era when political discourse 
is no longer polite and persons feel that political disagreements justify making statements on social 
media that incite violence. For example, in early June 2018, Occupy Wall Street posted the current 
EPA Administrator’s home address and encouraged persons to “take yr pitchfork to him directly.” The 
person who originally posted that message may not pose a threat, but someone like James Hodgkinson 
could read that message and decide to take action. 


Mr. Hodgkinson had been a supporter of Occupy Wall Street and on March 22, 2017, Hodgkinson 
posted on his Facebook page that he signed a Change.org petition calling for the removal of the 
President and Vice President of the United States from office for treason. He also commented on his 
post saying, “'Frump is a Traitor, Trump Has Destroyed Our Democracy. It’s Time to Destroy Trump 
& Co,” Later, Mr. Hodgkinson drove to the Washington. D.C. area from his home in Illinois and 
attacked the Republican C’ongressional baseball team. 


The draft report appears to assume that more complex threat assessments can reduce or eliminate the 
need for physical protection, tliereby reducing costs. That assumption is not supported. As noted above, 
a threat assessment is an investigation into a known threat to try to prevent attacks. How'ever, since most 
attacks are not preceded by a threat, physical protection remains a necessity. Further, the cost of 
conducting threat assessments of the scope described in the draft report could increase, not decrease, the 
PSD costs. We note that in FY 2017 the protective intelligence unit of the Secret Service included 204 
agents and received $43 million in appropriations. That unit includes the National Threat Assessment 
Center, which conducts research on targeted violence and publishes those findings. 

In February 2017, the PSD was directed by the transition team for the new- administration to provide 
24/7 protection to the EPA Administrator, consistent with the level of protection provided to some other 
cabinet officials, and began to do so immediately upon his arrival. This level of protection has continued 
since that time due to continued risks and specific threats. 


Mahonal Threat Assessment Center. (20 i 5). Using a systems approach for threat assessment investigations. A case study on 
Jaied Lee Longliner. Washington, DC: U.S. Secret Service, Department of Homeland Security' . 
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At EPA, the OICPs Office of In vestigations sets policy, coordinates, and has overall responsibility for 
criminal investigations of allegations of threats against EPA employees. If the threats are against the 
Administrator, the OKj shares its information with the PSD, The EP A Office of Homeland Security 
provides information to the PSD on any potential national security threats - domestic or international, 
fhe PSD uses information from multiple sources, including open-source information and information 
from our federal/state/local law- enforcement partners, to provide protection. EP.4 will continue this 
information collection to identify risks to the safety of the EPA Administrator and to mitigate known 
threats. The Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics, and Training, since Januaiy 2018, now 
performs formal threat assessment every 90 days to inform decisions regarding protection of the EPA 
Administrator, 


With respect to policies and procedures, OCEFT directives are applicable to the PSD and the PSD has 
standard operating procedures specific to protection w'ork. OCEFT will update and finalize those SOPs. 


Payment Made in Excess of Statutory Pay Limit - Payroll 


The FIFA’s Office of the Chief Financial Officer is responsible for preparing the agency’s biw-eekly time 
and attendance for transmission to the Department of Interior's Interior Business Center for payroll 
processing. OCFO internal controls related to bivveekiy pay cap requests and processing are in place and 
include 1) only allowing electronic updates and tratismission of timecards to the pay roil provider ffoni 
PeoplePlus, the agency’s time and attendance system, ensuring bivveekiy pay is processed as intended 
atrd 2) only processing pay cap lift requests using the Pay Cap Lift SharePoint site ensuring requests are 
documented and authorized by the appropriate EPA personnel. IBC is implementing a new inlemal 
control in its payroll system, the Federal Personnel Payroll System, that will ensure that pay cap lift 
requests received from the agency are reviewed against the year worked. The combination of these 
processes and system improvements, coupled with the Office of .Acquisition and Resource Management 
guidance on premium pay and premium pay requests will further strengthen the pay cap lift process and 
ensure the process performs as needed to avoid exceeding biweekly or annual pay caps inappropriately. 


RESPONSE TO RF.COM.M END ALIGNS : 

OGC, (.)ECA, and OCFO are including a redline version of the draft report with this response so that the 
OIG can better track our recommended edit.s for specific sections of the report. Additionally, we are 
providing narrative comments addressing the report's recommendations below'. 

RECOMMENDATION .1 : Obtain a formal legal opinion from the EPA \s Office of General Counsel 
that articulates the underlying legal basis for the authority of the Protective Sendee Detail's agents. 


« EPA's Office of General Counsel has provided a formal legal opinion affinning the authority of 
the PSD to provide protective services to the EPA Administrator. I'herefore recommexidation I 
should be removed from the draft report and the report should be revised accordingly. 

RECOMMENDATION 2; If the Office of General Counsel concludes that Protective Service Detail 
agents lack statutory authority to provide protective services, determine and initiate the proper action to 
remedy the issue. 
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* EPA’s Office of General Counsel has provided a formal legal opinion affirming the authority of 
the PSD to provide protective sei-v'ices to the EPA Administrator. Therefore recommendation 2 
should be removed from the draft report and the report should be revised accordingly. 

RECOMMENDATION 3 : Have the Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics and Training 
complete and document a threat assessment for the EPA Administrator on a regular basis to identify the 
proper level of protection required for the Administrator. 

• OECA Response: Agree in part; disagree in part. 

The OIG has acknowledged - and OECA agrees - that there is no legal requirement to conduct a 
threat assessment as a prerequisite to providing protective seivices. In fact according to the 
Government Accountability Office report cited by OIG in. the subject report, a majority (three- 
fourths) of tire agencies providing protective services did not develop detailed, written threat 
assessments justify ing their decisions to apply certain levels of protection and expend resources. 


OECA understands that the OIG believes conducting threat assessments is a “best practice” and 
agrees wdth this view. In fact, OECA cun-entiy conducts a tin-eat assessment every 90 days and 
OCEFT is in the process of developing an SOP for threat assessments (which we anticipate 
finalizing by September 30, 2018, along with the other SOPs). However, the audit report should 
be clear that (1) a threat assessment is not a predicate to providing protective services, (2) while 
OECA believes that a threat assessment can be a useful source of relevant information, the 
assessment itself cannot dictate the level of protection, (3) a threat assessment investigates 
known threats but not all attackers make threats, (4) there is no legal requirement to conduct a 
formal threat assessment, and (5) a threat assessment is scalable and not every’ assessment 
applies the systems approach recommended by the OIG. Finally, the level of protection provided 
to a protectee should be informed by the professional judgment of law enforcement 
professionals, in consultation with the protectee. 

Additionally, when referring to the GAO, Department of .lustice and Department of Homeland 
Security reports concerning threat assessments, the OIG report should clarify that these 
documents are designed for very different audiences with regards to a terrorist threat assessment 
versus a threat assessment performed in comiection with protective serv'ices. The DHS Lexicon 
refers to homeland security risks and the DOJ report concerns tire protection of critical 
infrastructure from terrorist acts; only GAO discusses threat assessments in the context of 
protective services. 

Importantly, the GAO report did not specify how protective intelligence should be shared among 
agencies; how best to link threat assessment with the need tor protection and level of protection 
provided; who should provide protection; whether agencies should be provided with specific 
statutory’ authority to provide protection; vvhat training should be provided to personnel 
protecting federal officials, nor who should provide it. Rather, GAO recommended that the 
Idirector of the Office of Management and Budget, in consultation with the President, designate 
an official or group to assess these matters. OECA is not aware of this group being convened by 
OMB. 

OECA is aware that on June 21, 2018, O.MB released a govenunent reform plan that 
recommends consolidating the protective details of certain government official under the IJ.S. 
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Marshalls Service. In this recommendation, 0MB proposes that: “The number of Deputy IJ.S. 
Marshals provided for any approved protection of an official would vary based on the 
individiial's threat assessment and risk" According to OM.B, currently agencies have full 
autonomy in detennining the size and scope of their details' activities. Under this proposal, 
“[djeterminations as to whether protection would be provided and its size and scope would be 
made by the USMS in consultation with affected agency heads." 

OiriCA beiie ves that a number of salient points raised in the GAO report should be reflected in 
the OIG's final report to more accurately chai-acterize that in fact threat assessments are done 
differently at different agencies based on many fiictors, and that EPA's practices are consistent 
with other agencies, llrese would include: 


o “Security officials generally said they determined their officials needed protection as a 
result of possible tlmeats and actual threats received from individuals who were (1) 
opposed to the policies and issues being handled by their agencies, (2) apparently 
suffering fixim mental problems, (3) opposed to the officials personally, and (4) 
terrorists," 


o “Security officials also said the level of protection provided was determined by a variety 
of factors, including the sensitivity of issues being handled by the agency, the visibility of 
the protected officials to the public, travel need,s, and the officials' personal preferences,” 

o "W'Tio decided the level of protection to be applied varied from agency to agency. 

Security officials at six of the 27 agencies indicated that the protected officials decided 
their overall level of protection on the basis of their personal preferences and sonretimes 
upon the recommendations of their security staffs. At eight agencies, security officials 
said the level of protection provided was decided jointly by them and the protected 
officials on the basis of actual and perceived levels of threat against the agencies and the 
protected officials. With regard to the other 13 agencies that provided protection, 
including the agencies with security protection as one of their primary missions, security 
officials said they, and occasionally with input from other staff, decided the level of 
protection on the basis of protective intelligence.” 

In addition, the OIG's final report should reflect the findings of the 1998 U.S. Secret Seivdce study cited 
by GAO, including the finding that persons who make thi'eats are often not the persons who actually 
ca:ny out an attack, rhus, an assessment of known threats does not obviate the need for physical 
security. 


RECOMMENDATIOIN 4 : Using a justified level of protection based on a threat assessment, 
determine appropriate staffing and corresponding schedules for Protective Service Detail agents. 

» OECA Response: Disagree. OECA understands that the OIG believes conducting threat 
assessments is a “best practice” and agrees witli this view as stated in our response to 
Recommendation 3. How'cver, the assessment itself cannot solely dictate the level of protection. 
Recommendations regarding the level of protection are informed by the professional judgment of 
law enforcement professionals in consultation with the protectee. 
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RECOMMENDATION 5: Cre ate and implement comprehensive policies, procedures and standard- 
operating procedures covering the Protective Service Detail operations and proper protection level 
determinations. 

* O.ECA Response: Agree in part OCEFT’s policies, procedures and guidance (collectively called 
“directives”) flow from the law enforcement authority conferred by 18 U.S.C. § 3063, and 
govern Special Agents' conduct as law enforcement officers ranging from the carry and use of 
firearms, use of force, the execution of warrants, making of arrests, etc. These directives apply to 
all OCEFT law enforcement officers, including those serving on the PSD. 

In addition to OCEFT’s directives, the PSD has standard operating procedures specific to 
protective services, which were developed by fonner United States Secret Service agents based 
on their protection experience and provide a level of consistency, etfecti veness and efficiency to 
PSD operations, OCEFT' is in the process of updating these SOPs, which we anticipate finalizing 
by September 30, 2018, and issued interim guidance governing PSD activities until the SOPs are 
finalized. 

RECOMMEND.4TIQN 6; Determine (he amount of overtime that was- improperly authorized for 
Protective Service Detail agents in calendar years 2016 and 2017 and identify the amounts paid as 
improper payments. 

« OECA Response: Disagree. We do not believe that these payments themselves were inrproper as 
they w-ere made to the employees for actual work performed. 

Office of Management and Budget Circular A-123, .Appendix C, Requirements for Effective 
Measurement and Remediation of Improper Payments; and the Improper Payments Elimination 
and Recovery Improvement .Act of 2012 inform agencies as to what constitutes an “improper 
payment.” Appendix C of the Circular defines an improper payment as any payment that should 
not have been made or that was made in an incoiTect anmint under statutorv', contractual, 
administrative, or other legally applicable requirements. Incorrect amounts are overpayments or 
underpayments that are made to eligible recipients. The payments made to PSD agents were, in 
fact, payments made for actual overtime worked and as such, these payments were not improper 
even though the pre-approva! requests for overtime may not have been according to best 
practices. 


OECA confirmed with EPA’s Office of the Chief Financial Officer that OCFO agrees that the 
payments made to the PSD agents were not improper. OCEFT acknowledges that for a period of 
time, the PSD Special Agent in Charge was signing paper pre-approvals for overtime and has 
since coiTected that to ensure even the paper pre-approvals are reviewed and signed by the 
appropriate OCEF']’’ official. 

RECOMMENDATION 7: Report improper payments to Protective Service Detail agents to the Office 
of the Chief Financial Officer for inclusion in the annual Agency Financial Report. 

* OECA Response: Disagree. As state above, OECA does not believe PSD time, including 

overtime, were improper payments. As such. Chapter 4 should be revised to reflect that or struck 
in its entirety. 
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atiott 8: Revisii the office's decision to terminate the debt collection associated with the 


Proteefive Service Detail agent who had received the overpayment. 


» 1 he Office of General Counsel, throngb the Acting EPA Claims Officer, on June 4, 2018, 

reopened the waiver decision in which the Protective Services Detail agent's debt for 
overpayment was terminated. Therefore, recommendation 8 should be should be removed from 
the draft report and the report should be revised accordingly. 


Recoinmendalioii 9 ; Request a pay audit of the calendar year 2017 wages for the Protective Service 
Detail agent who had received the overpayment am determine the amount the agent exceeded the 2017 
pay eap. 


« OCFO Response: Agree. The OCFO's Office of Tectmology Solutions completed an internal 
analysis leveraging the IBC DataMart data and provided to the OIG on June 25, 2018. The 
analysis was of unauthorized payments above the annual statutory pay cap that have been made 
to other EPA employees in 2016 and 2017. The PSD agent information was included. OCFO 
requested a pay audit from IBC on June 27, 2018. 

Corrective Action Completion Date: September 30,2018 

OKJ Recommendation 10 : Recover the $16.299.33 for which the waiver for the .Protective Service 
Detail agent who had received the overpayment wa.s denied and any additional overpayment determined 
hy the pay audit. 

OCFO Response ; Agree. 

The OCf O will collect any and all debts upon completion of the OGC’s review and final determination. 
Corrective .Action Completion Date: September 30, 2018. 

OIG Recoromendatlon 11 : Design and implement new controls to prevent the reoccurrence of 
unauthorized payments that will put an employee above the annual statutory pay cap. 

0££Q..Be§MM£: Agree, 

The OC’FO has w'orked to strengthen controls related to pay cap lift requests since early 2017. 

hi 2016, requests for a retroactive pay cap lift w^ere manually processed •■■■ retroactively submitted 
timecards would be printed, signed, and sent to the Department of Interior’s IBC Payroll Operations 
Center for manual time entry by IBC technical staff into the Federal Personnel Payroll System. 
Timecards also w’-ere manually recorded with the code “I,B" or “lift biweekly” instructing the payroll 
provider to lift the pay cap and apply premium pay based on the employee’s pay plan and locality to the 
annual limit. This manual adjiistmenL/'override process in PeoplePIus circumvented FPPS controls over 
biweekly limits which allowed the overpayments in question to occur. 


In February 2017, the OCFO fixed a defect in PPL wliich allow^ed manual timecards submitted for 
retroactive pay cap lifts to be sent to the payroll provider. The defect fix eliminated this manual 
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override; the PPL system functionality now only pesmits electronic updates of timecards to be sent to 
IBC, thus pemiitting the system to perform an automated validation to ensure biweekly pay is processed 
as intended. 

In September 20! 7, the OCFO introduced the Pay Cap Lift SharePoint site which is a tool that created a 
more effective way for the OCFO to receive pay cap lift requests. The process requires the Shared 
Service Center to enter and upload all pay cap lift request information and supporting documentation 
into one central location. The site automatically creates an EPA help desk ticket notifying the OCFO 
that a pay cap lift request tbr an employee has been .submitted. The OCFO confirms the information 
supporting the request. If the request is not supported and or there is missing infommtion, the OCFO 
works with the Shared Service Center and/or the employee until issues are resolved; requests that ate not 
supported are not processed. If the inlbrmation for the request is in order, the action is processed using 
the PPL which includes the employee’s information and pay cap start and end dates. This infonnation is 
electronically transmitted to the IBC and informs the payroll provider that it is "okay” to calculate 
overtime pay on the hours and dates submitted, 'fhe IBC internally calculates the biweekly pay a,mount 
for that time period, checking that die employee pay amount is not over the annual limit, 'fhe site 
provides a central location for submitting, supporting, tracking and processing of an employee’s pay cap 
lift request. 

At an IBC meeting earlier this month, the group voted on an FPPS system change wftich will check that 
“any biw'eekly pay cap lift request is edited against the proper year”. This is an IBC internal control that 
will ensure that pay cap lift requests received ftom the agency are reviewed against the year worked. 

The implementation date is yet to be determined. 

Finally , the Office of Administration and Resources Management’s Office of Human Resources 
provides to the agency the pay cap request process guidance and controls in the ibllowing documents 1) 
Pay Administration Manual, Chapter 15-Policy on Limitation of Pay, October 1991, which provides pay 
cap waiver guidance and Delegation of Authority; 2) Pay Administration Manual, Appendix 3- 
.Authorization for an Exception to the Biweekly Maximum Earnings Limitation, October 1991, which 
provides authorization by the designated Delegated .Authority and the Human Resources Officer; and 3) 
Biweekly Pay Cap Waiver Standard Operating Procedures, June 2015, which provides procedures for 
processing waivers to the Biweekly Maximum Earning Limitation for employees working overtime in 
emergencies involving direct threats to life or property and/or natural disaster. 


The combination of system improvements made to PPL, the implementation of the SharePoint site, and 
the IBC FPPS improvement, coupled with the O.ARM’s OHR guidance on premium pay and premium 
pay requests vvill flirther strengthen the pay cap lift: request process and ensure the process performs as 
needed to avoid exceeding biweekly or annual pay caps inappropriately. 

By September 2018, in conjunction with the review of sensitive payments, the OCFO will conduct a 
statutorv' pay cap interna! control review. I'his review', in accordance with OMB .4-123, Appendix A, 
will validate existing controls are in place to mitigate agency employees exceeding the biweekly pay 
cap. In the event a pay cap lift is necessary, this review will verify proper waiver documentation is in 
place. 

Con'ective Action Completion Date: September 30, 2019 
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OIG Recommendation 12 : Determine whether similar unauthorized payments above the annual 
statutory pay cap have been made to other EPA employees in 2016 and 2017, and recover any 
overpayments as appropriate. 

* OCFO Resfjoase : Agree, 

OCFO-O'rS provided an analysis of unauthorized payments above the annual statutory pay cap that have 
been made to other EPA employees in 2016 and 2017 to the OIG. 


Corrective Action Completion Date: June 25, 2018 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Gwendolyn Spriggs, OECA’s Audit 
Follow Up Coordinator on (202) 564-2439, or via email s priggs.gwendoivn @e p a .go v; Benita Deane, 
OCFO’s Audit Follow Up Coordinator on (202)- 564-2079, or via email deane.benita@epa.Rov ; Mahri 
Monson, OGCA Follow Up Coordinator on (202) 564-2657, or via email monso.n.mah,ri@epa,Rov . 

cc: I.an'y Starfield 

.Patrick Traylor 
Gwendolyn Spriggs 
Hem’v Bame 
Pain Mazakas 
Jessica Taylor 
Carolyn Dick Mayes 
David Bloom 
Howard Osborne 
Jeanne Conklin 
Quentin Jones 
Mesheil Jones-Peeler 
Malena Brookshire 
Kevin Minoli 
.Ma,h:ri Monson 
Elenita Deane 


Attachments 
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Matthew Z. Leopold, General C'ounseLf/|-'^ p 
Office of General Counsel / ^ |A J 

3 w I 

Henry E. Barnet, Director 

Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics & Training 


The Office of General Counsel, has been asked to opine on (T ) the source o.f the Agency’s 
legal authority to provide protective services for the Administrator, mid (2) the basis of the 
protective service agents’ authority to carry firearms, execute warrants, and make arrests, 
otherwise k.nown as "law enforcement authority,” while in the performance of their protective 
services duties. The Agency has authority to expend appropriated funds to provide protective 
services for the Ad.rai,nistrator under 5 U.S.C. § 301. Fuither, the protective service agents derive 
law enforcement authority under 18 U.S.C. § 3063 provided they have responsibility tor 
investigating environmental crimes. Together, these statutes authorise the Ageticy to provide a 
protective service detail to the Administrator comprised of protective service agents with full law 
enforcement authority to carry firearms, execute warrants, and make an'ests. 
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Background 


The U,S, Environmental Protection Agency employs a Protective Service Detail (''PSD”) 
staffed by agents responsible for providing personal protective services to the Agency’s 
Administrator^ 'Fhe PSD is a separate componeiit of the Criminal Investigation Division |*’CiD") 
in the Office of Criminal Entbrceraent, Forensics, and 'fraining Office of 

Enforcement and Compliance Assuratice. Across the federal government, federal law enforcement 
personnel such as PSD agents must possess anthority to exercise taw enforcement functions 
indiidlng camying ftrearms., executing warrants, and making arrests. For instance, the criminal 
investigators in CID who conduct investigations of envirotunental crimes, derive their law 


enforcement authority from 


18 li.S.C. § 3063, “Powers of the Elnvironmental Protection Agency,” 


which stales, in part: 

Upon designation by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
any law enforcement officer of the Environmental Protection Agency with 
responsibility for the investigation of criminal violations of a law administered by 
the Ilnvironmental Protection Agency, may-. 

(1) carry f rearms; 

(2) execute and serv'e any warrant or other processes issued under the authority of 
the United States; and 

(3) make arrests without warrant for- 

(A) any ot'fense against the Usiited States conimitted in such officer's 
presence; or 

(B) any felony offense against the United States if .such officer has probable 
cause to believe that the person to be aiTested ha.s committed or is committing 
that felony offense. 

This statute provides full law enforcemeni authority to carry fireanns, execute vvan'ants, and make 
arrests. This aiitliority is broad, ailovving CID criminal investigators to carry firearms and make 
arrests vvitiiout warratils for offenses against the United States committed in their presence (or if 


^ Currently ai! PSD agents are classified as Criininal Investigtitors, GS-I8II. 
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they have probable cause to believe that someone has committed or is committing a felony), even 
at limes when tiiey are not actively investigating environmental crimes. 

Wc understand from OCEFT that when CID criminal investigators assigned to the PSD 
first undertook the performance of protective services in the wake of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, tfiey possessed law enforcemettl authority related to their criminal investigative 
work conferred by 18 LfS.C. § 3063. Nearly a decade later, the PSD began to employ law 
enforcenieni officers hired from outside the Agency who were not envisioned to have 
'"responsibility for the investigation of criminal violatioii,s*’ of environmental laws — the 
prerequisite for § 3063 authority. OCEFl." corisulted with the Office of General Cotrnsei ("OGC") 
about this issue, and in 2010 obtained law enibrcement authority for PSD agents through 
deputation by the IkS. Marshals Service, 'f'hese deputations granted PSD agents lavv enforcement 
authority for a set period oi'tiine (as .specified in the dejrutations). In the fail of 2016, OGEFl' again 
consulted vvith OGC regarding transitiofhng PSD agents' law enforcement auiliority back to 18 
U.S.C. § 3063. OGC concurred with OCEFT’s view that PSD agents with actual "responsibility 
for the investigation of criminal violations” may appropriately rely on § 3063 for law enforcement 
autlrority, 

■Analysis 

A. The An encv Has Authority to E.Kpend Appropriated Funds on Protective Services 

It is well established that the Agency has the authority to expend resources for the personal 
protection of the Administrator. Such authority is derived from 5 IhS.C § 301, commonly referred 
to as a "housekeeping .statute.” Section 301 authorizes an agency head to "prescribe regulations 
for the govemrnent of his department, the conduct of ii.s employees, the distribution and 
performance of its business, and the custody, use, and preservation of its records, papers, and 
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property," 5 IJ.S.C. § 301.1'he Comptroller General of the United States, wlro also heads the IJ.S. 
Government Accountability Office ('‘GAO“\), has intespreted this general grant of administrative 
authority as permitting federal agencies to expend appropriated funds to assign employees to 
provide protective services, and has advised that under § 301, an agency may authorize the use ot 
its appropriated funds, personneL and assets to protect agency officials^ The Comptroller General 
further advised that this authority extends to agencies without specific statutory authority for 
protective services. In a decision analyzing the authority of the U.S. Depa,rtment of the I'reasury 
to provide a protective service detail to the Secretary of the Treasury, the Comptroller General 
opined, 

. ,,if a Government official were threatened or there were other indications that he 
was in danger, and if it were administratively determined that the risk were such as 
to impair his ability to carry out his duties, and hence to affect adversely the 
efficient functioning of the agency, then funds of'his agency, the use of w'hich was 
not otherwise restricted, might be available to protect him, without specific 
statutory authority, 

in re ihe Secrei Serv. Frol, for the Sec’y of the J'remmy, 54 Comp, Gen. 624. 628-29, (Jan. 28, 
1975), ' The Comptroller General's conclusion rests on the view that the deployment of security 
personnel is "an executive function essential to the management of a department and the 
performance of its business.'" Id at 628-29. 

Additionally, in In re the Secret Serv. Prot. for the Sec[v of the Treasury, the Coraptroller 
General stated tiiat the G.40 “vrould generally not objecf' to an agency providing protection 


■ See. e.g.. In re (he. Secret Serv. Frol, for the &cy of the Treasury, 54 Conip, Gen. 624, 628-29, (.Fan. 28, 
1975 ), us modified, 55 Comp. Gen, 578, B-149372 (Dec. 18. 1975); Maner of Home A Auto. Sec. Sys. for 
US. Crnmm Serv. Pers., B-25I7H) (July 7, 1993). 

See also U.S. Gov't Accountability Office, G,AO.''GGD/OSI-()0-139, "Security Protection. Staudardizatir?n 
Issues Ffegarding Protection of E.xecutive Branch Officialsf B-2S3892, at 12 (July, 2000) (noting that 
agerteies ntay provide proteciion to their officials “if it i,s administratively determineti that the el'hdency of 
the agencies would be affected because of threats or other legitimate concerns over the safety of officials 
that would intpair their abilities to carrv' out their dirties’"), 

4 


FLM V. EPA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000545-00056 




services to its officials "where there is legitimate concern over the safety of an official and where 
the agency \s functioning may be impaired by the danger to that official - to an agency.” Id at 629. 
On this basis, tite GAO further opined that the “Secretary [of the Treasury] - In a proper case - may 
arrange for his protection by personnel of the Department of the 'freasury or by the Secret Service, 
but in the latter case only on a reimbursable basis” even when the Secretary was not one of the 
officials the Secret Service was specifically authorized to protect under 18 IJ.S.C. § 3056. Id. at 
630 .'^ 


Many federal agencies, like EP.A, that lack specific statutory authority to provide 
protective services rely on the Comptroller Generafs interpretation of 5 U.S.C. § 301 to justify the 
e.Kpenditure of appropriated funds on protective services^ .4$ the GAO noted in a report analyzing 
protection of executive brand) officials across different federal agencies, “[f|rom, fiscal years 1997 
through 1999, ... security protection was provided to officials holding 42 executive branch 
positions at 31 executive branch agencies.” Id. at 2. Fhe Cj- 40 catalogued security services 
provided to 14 Cabinet secretaries, four deputy or undersecretaries, and 24 other high-ranking 
officials. Id. at 7. Of these, “[o jtily two executive branch agencies ... -the Secret Service and the 

State Department.had specific statutory authority to protect executive branch otTicials. including 

the authority to camy firearms m carrying out their protective responsibilities,” Id. at 11, The report 
goes on to explain that "[ajlthougli none of the other agencies cited specific statutory antirority to 


* The Comptroller Generalvs rea.soning has appeared in other cases reviewing the protective services of 
other federal agencies. See c.g., IJ.S. Gov't .Accountability Off,, GA0-04~26I SP. Principles of Federal 
Appropriations I,aw (3d ed, 2064) (citisig favorably to 54 Comp, Gen. 624 and Maiier of Home A Amo. 
Sec. Sys. for US. Ciisloois Sen’. Fers.. 8-25I7I0 (.July ?, 1993), in which the Cermptroher General 
determined that the IfS. Custonns Service may provide .security device.^ for agents based on the risk created 
by their law enfrsrcesuent resp«:)nsibilities, fhe threat environment, and pa.st threats against Customs 
personnel), 

’ See G.AO Report, Security Protection, Standardization Issues Regarding Protection of Executive Branch 
Officials, B-283892 (2000). 
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protect their officials, that does not mean that the agencies are not authorized to provide such 

services."" Id I'he G,4() cited to its prior opiiiiotis in the report, explaining: 

In decision.s of the Complrolier GeneraL we have rec:ognized that under certain 
circumstances, agencies can expend appropriated iunds to protect their officials as a 
necessary expense. Such protection is warranted if it is administratively determined 
that the efficiency of the agencies would be affected because of threats or other 
legitimate concerns over tlie safety of officials that would impair their abilities to 
carry out their duties. 

Id ar nG2. 

.dceordingly, pursuant to 5 II.S.C, § 301 atid the above noted Comptroller General decisions 
interpreting 5 IJ.S.C, § 301, the Agency has the authority to expend appropriated funds on the 
protection of the .Adtuitiistrator. We next turn to the issue of how agents that perform protective 
services for tfie .Administrator derive their law enforcement authority to carry firearms, execute 
warrants, and make an'ests. 

R- PSD .Ag e nts Have La w Enfor c e ment Authority Un d er 18 U.S.C. ^ 3063 

In order for PSD agents to cany fireartvis. execute warrants, or tnake aiTests in the 

performance of tfieir protective duties, they must have law enforcement aulhority. There is no 

statiUory provision that provides EPA with law enforcement authority specifically for law 

enforcement officers who solely provide protective services. As stated above, hovvever, 18 U.S.C. 

§ 3063 does provide law enforcement authority for EPA law enforcement officers ‘'with 

responsibility for the investigation of’ environmental crimes. Section 3063 specifically provides: 

any law enforcemetil officer of the Environmental Protection Agency with 
responsibility for the investigation of criminal violations of a law administered by 
the Environinentai Protection .Agency, may— 

(1) carry firearms; 

(2) execute and serve any warrant...; and 

(3) make arre.sts.,.’'. 

rherefore. whether an agent can have law enforcement authority rests on whether he or she has 
been designated with “responsibility” for the investigation of environmetttai crimes. The most 
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important rule of statutory construction is to begin with the language of the statute.'’ As the 
Supreme Court has stated, 'Sve begin, with the understanding that Congress 'says in a statute what 
it means and means in a statute what it says there."”' "When the statute's language is plain, the 

sole function of the courts--—at least where the disposition required by the text is not absurd.is to 

enforce it according to its terms. |inte.rT!al quotations omitted],"^ To delennine the meaning of a 
statute's text, judges evaluate the “natural reading”'^ or '’ordinary understanding"’■' of disputed 
words. Courts often refer to dictionaries to find this ordinary meaning.’’ 

.Here, the statute is clear, “[A]ny law enforcement officer with responsibility for 
investigai[mg]" environmental crimes has law enforcemem authority under 18 l.-fS,C. § 306.3. The 
statute is neither ambiguous nor otherwise unclear in its meaning. When considering the ordinary 
meaning of the text of the statute, "with responsibility" can be rea.sonabiy interpreted to ttiean that 
PSD agents are to be available to be called on and do perform tmvironmenlai criminal investigatory 
work A 


" See, e.g., Hartford Ufukrwriiers Ins. Co. v. Union Pkmiers Bank. N.A., 53(,S IfS. 1 (2000); see also 
Rohimon v. Shed Oil Co,,5 ! 9 U.S. 337 {1997); Conn. Hal ‘IBank v. Germain. 503 l,f S, 249 (1992); Mallard 
V. IJ.S.DXk So. Dist, of Iowa, 490 U.S. 296, 300 (1989). 

‘Hartford UndenvrUers Ins. Co., .530 U.S. at 6 (quoting Conn, Nall Bank r. Germain, 503 t..f S, at 254). 

” Id. (citing United Slates v. Ron Pair Enters., Inc., 489 U, S. 235, 241 (1989) (iiuotirsg Carninetti v. Idhled 
States, 242 11, S. 470, 485 (191.7))); see also Zimi Pith, Sck Dist. No. 89 v. Dep 1 ofEduc,, 550 f.i.S. 81,93 
(2()07) ("iA jorntally neither the legislative history- nor the reasonableness of the Secretary’s nrethod would 
be determinative if the plain language of the statute unambiguously indicated that Congress sought to 
foreclose the Secretary’s interpretation.”). 

" Am. Hasp. Ass n v. NLRB, 499 11,S, 606, 6! i (1991), 

Babhifi v. Sweet Home Chapter ofCmtys. for a Great Or., 5 i 5 U ,S. 687, 69? (1995). See also Astrue v. 
Capato, 132 S. Ct. 202 U 2030, 2130 (2012), 

- E.g., MCI Telecomms.Corp. v. AT&T Co.. 512 U.S, 218, 227-29 (1994). 

' - In the MerriamAVebster dictionatye ‘Tesponsibi.(ity” is detined as; 

I: the quality or state of being responsible: such as 
a: moral, legal, or menial accountability- 
b: reliabiliiy, trustworthiness 
2: someth trig for which one is responsible; burden 
responsihUity, MttRRtAM-WttBS niR <3N!.,SNL DkI j'IOHARY, https;//www.merrianv 
vvebster,com,tdictii:>ua!y/respor!sibili.ty. 
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We imdersland from OCEFT that all PSD agents' position descriptions ificlude criminal 
investigatory responsibilities. Further, according to OC’EFT, f^SD agents presently perform 
environmental criminal investigatory work in addition to their protective service duties. 'Flieir 
criminal investigatory work includes activities such as executing warrants; serving subpoeruis: 
conducting witness interview'.s; analyzirig documents relevant to environmental criminal 
investigations; and evaluating incoming tips on potential criminal environmental violations, in 
light of'the plaiti language of the statute. PSD agents derive law enforcement authority under 18 
U.S.C. § 3063 provided they have responsibility tor pcrfornring environmental criminal 
investigative work.*- 

A PSD agen?/s .supervisor is in the best position to determine tfie actual responsibilities of 
his or her employees. It) aid a siiperadsor in documenting the conclusion that an employee has 
responsibility for the investigation of erndronmenta! crimes, we recommend OCEFT develop a 
system that documents and tracks the following: the percentage of time each employee is e.Kpected 
to spend on. investigating environmental crimes eacii year; the nature of environmental crimina.1 
i.nvestigalory activities actually conducted each year; and the percentage of tirr^e actually spent on 
such activities each year. We also recommend that OCIEFT continue to ensure that all agents 
investigating environmental crimes include those responsibilities as part of their position 


fhe word "responsible.;' in turn, is defined as, as applicable here; 
sa: liable to be called on to answer 

ibl!): liable to be called to account as the primary- cause, motive, or agent a comminee 
re.sponsible for the job 

! bf2); being the cause or explanation mechanical defects were responsible for the accident 
Ic; liable to legal review or in case of fatdtto penalties ... 
respomihle, Ml-.RR!AVI-WEBSTER <3NL1N!-: DiCTtONARY. hnps'.Awww.merriam-- 
webster,com/dictionary/re.spou.sible, 

* ’ Where PSD agents have respon.sibiIity for the investigation of environmental crimes, they may carry 
firearms, make arrests, attd execute warrants even at times when they are not carrying out criminal 
investigatoi-y duties, such as when they provide protective services for the Administrator. 
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descriptions. There is no black letter law definition or answer as to what percentage of time or 
activities condncted are sufficient to conclude that an employee has '"responsibiliiy for" the 
investigalioo of environmental crimes. Ultimately, the extent to w4iich an employee has 
responsibility for the investigation of environmental crimes is a judgment made by the employee's 
supervisor, 

Coniiia.sion 

In sumrrtarvv the Agency’s authority to expend appropriated funds to provide protective 
services for the Administrator is derived from 5 U.S.C. § 301. Furthemrore, PSD agents derive 
law enforcement authority from 18 U.S.C. § 3063 provided they have responsibility for performing 
environmental criminal investigative work. We recommend that OCEiF'f develop a system that 
documents and tracks the information identified above to aid the supervisor in documenting the 
conclusion that an employee has responsibility for the investigation of environmental crimes. 
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Message 


From: Hassell, Emily [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=24C1350E0DF84A3CAlF5852C0FEB971B-HASSELL, EM] 

Sent: 6/6/2018 8:09:25 PM 

To: AO OPA OMR CLIPS [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=427e98d7c5d74c5fbld469a061371223-AO OPA OMR] 

Subject: News Clips - 6 June 2018 

(Full stories, highlights, and details are listed further down in the email, and can be Jumped to by clicking on any of the 
links below.) 

E15 

Reuters - Farmer pressure forces Trump biofuel policy suspension; credit prices jump 
The Hill - Trump scuttles ethanol policy deal, senators say 

Administrator Pruitt Coverage 

The Hill - Trum p offers p ublic p raise to Pruitt 

Washington Exarsiiner ■■ Democrtitic rider aimed at Scott Pruitt gets shot down fay GOP 
The Atlantic - Top Aide to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Resigns 
Politico - How Does ScoH: Pruitt Survive? 

AP ■■ Eniails: Pruitt told staffer to htindle another p ersonal chore 
New York Times - Grifters Gonna Grift (*Editoriai] 

E&E Greenwire - Eniails show stressed staffers ghostwriting op-ed for Pruitt 

General 

Politico - EPA did not violate law with tweet aimed at Democrat s, watchd og fin ds 

Washington Post ■■ EPA did not violate Hatch Act in tweet critscszing Democrats, federal watchdog finds 

The Conversation - EPA staff say the Trump administration is changing their mission from protecting human health and 
the environment to protecting industry 

Bioomberg - EPA Plan for Transparency in Science Aiarms industry. Too 
The Hlil - EPA accuses 'Fixer Upper' stars of violating lead paint rules 

Washi ngt on Examiner ■ EPA discovers co mp a ny vioiated iea d paint ruie by wa t c hin g TV home re p air show 
Politico " White House finishes review of ERA cost-benefit effort 
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BNA - Sheli to Pay EPA for Air, Water. Waste Vioiations in Caiifornia 


BNA ■■ Mar y land , Delaware Riied Over ERA Air Co mp iasnts S nub 


AP ■ idaho to take over reguiatinR water poHution from EPA 


AP - Consent decree to cost Mississippi city more than $120M 


+++ 


Reuters 

https://www.reuters.com/article/u$-usa-bjofueb/farmer-pressure-forces-trump-biofuej-pojicv-suspensjon-u-s-prices- 

spske-idUSKCNljZlXU 

Farmer pressure forces Trump biofuel policy suspension; credit prices jump 

ByJarrett Renshawand Chris Prentice, 6/6/18,10:50 PM 

(Reuters) - Under pressure from U.S. lawmakers in farming states. President Donald Trump has abandoned an overhaul 
of biofuels policy aimed at reducing costs for the oil industry, sending U.S. renewable fuel credit prices soaring more 
than 40 percent on Wednesday. 

The White House had been poised to announce proposed changes to the U.S. Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) this week 
after hosting months of difficult negotiations between representatives of Big Oil and Big Corn, but delayed the 
announcement indefinitely, two sources familiar with the matter said late on Tuesday. 

Trump abandoned the efforts on Tuesday after learning that farmers in the important Midwestern constituency were 
uneasy with part of the proposal, one of the sources said. This was confirmed to Reuters by another source on 
Wednesday. 

Pressure to reform the program eased in recent weeks as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency took steps that 
resulted in significantly lower compliance costs for merchant refiners. 

The White House and the EPA did not immediately respond to requests on Wednesday for comment on the policy 
suspension. 

Ethanol groups Growth Energy and the Renewable Fuels Association praised the move. 

Renewable fuel credit prices traded as high as 29 cents early Wednesday on the news, up from 20 cents Tuesday 
afternoon, traders said. Prices eased back to 26 cents mid-morning. 

The RFS requires oil refiners to mix increasing volumes of biofuels like ethanol into fuel each year, and prove compliance 
by earning or acquiring the credits and handing them in to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The law has helped corn farmers in the Midwest by creating a 15-billion-gallon-a-year market for ethanol, but refining 
companies have complained that compliance costs are too high and threaten the type of blue-collar jobs Trump has 
promised to preserve. 
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The White House deal would have eased pressure on the refining industry by allowing biofuels exports to count toward 
the annual volumes quotas. It would also have expanded sales of high-ethanol gasoline, in a concession to biofuels 
producers. 

Republican Senators Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst of corn state Iowa both praised Trump on Twitter on Tuesday 
evening for dropping the export plan - which they had argued would have cut into domestic demand for ethanol. 

But oil companies also have reason to cheer. 

Despite Wednesday's spike in renewable fuel credit prices, they are down sharply since late last year after Trump's ERA 
handed out an unusually high number of waivers exempting small oil refineries from the RFS on the grounds complying 
would have caused them financial stress. 

That decline has saved the oil industry billions of dollars in compliance costs, according to a Reuters analysis. 


The Hill 

http: / . / thehin.com. / poHc v/ ene rgv -environmen t./ 390949-trum p -scutties-ef:hanoi-poHc v -deal-senal:ors-sa v 

Trump scuttles ethanol policy deal, senators say 

By Timothy Cama, 6/6/18, 9:33 AM 

President Trump has stopped an expected deal to change how the federal government enforces the federal ethanol 
mandate. 

Iowa GOP Sens. Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst both tweeted the news late Tuesday, and a source familiar with the 
matter confirmed it. 

The White House was expected this week to unveil a deal that would have, among other measures, counted exported 
ethanol toward the annual volume mandates under the Renewable Fuel Standard, effectively decreasing the amount of 
ethanol that must be blended into the nation's gasoline. 

Trump "helped farmers by rejecting bad ethanol deal. I appreciate. GREAT NEWS," Grassley tweeted. 

Ernst tweeted that Trump "Just assured me he "won't sign a deal that's bad for farmers!" Thank you, Mr. President!" 

Iowa dominates the country's corn production, the feedstock that produces most of the country's ethanol. 

The Trump administration deal would have also removed restrictions on selling gasoline with high ethanol 
concentrations in the summer, a move supported by ethanol backers. 

Grassley and Ernst had spent Tuesday chastising Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt — whose agency is 
responsible for the ethanol mandate — over the expected agreement. 

Ernst said at an event that Pruitt "is about as swampy as you get here in Washington, D.C.... and if the president wants 
to drain the swamp, he needs to take a look at his own Cabinet." 

She was referring specifically to Pruitt spending and ethics scandals, but her main anger at Pruitt was over ethanol. 

"This is a case where the president is being ill-served by political appointees that aren't carrying out his agenda," said 
Grassley. 
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The Hill 

http: // thehi!l,com / polic v/ ener gv -environmen t/ 391036"trum p"Offers-pubiic-p raise-to- p rustt 

Trump offers public praise to Pruitt 

By Timothy Cama, 6/6/18, 2:55 PM 

President Trump reaffirmed his support for embattled Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) chief Scott Pruitt 
Wednesday, telling him the agency is "doing really, really well." 

Trump's praise came during a week when new controversies are cropping up regarding Pruitt's management of the 
agency, including that he used his position and an aide to try to get his wife a fast food franchise and that he had 
another aide do personal tasks such as trying to buy a used Trump International Hotel mattress. 

"Thank you Scott, very much. EPA is doing really, really well," Trump told Pruitt during a signing ceremony for a law 
meant to reform the Department of Veterans' Affairs. "Somebody has to say that about you a little bit, you know that, 
Scott." 

Pruitt's multiple scandals have spurred more than a dozen federal investigations and led to loud calls by Democrats, 
environmentalists and a few Republicans for him to step down or forTrump to fire him. 

Trump, meanwhile, has shown nothing but praise for Pruitt. 

"I think he's done a fantastic job. I think he's done an incredible job," Trump said in April. 

"Rent was about market rate, travel expenses OK. Scott is doing a great job!" he tweeted. 

The controversies include that Pruitt rented a condo from a lobbyist for just $50 per night he slept there, spent $3.5 
million on a 24-7 security detail, gave raises to two close aides after the White House rejected his request and other 
matters. 

Pruitt has curried significant favor with Trump, his allies and other conservatives for carrying out an aggressive 
deregulatory agenda, including efforts to roll back nearly all of the agency's climate change regulations and major water 
and air pollution rules. 


The Atlantic 

htt p s: / /www.theatlantic.c,om /p ontics / archiv e/ 2018 / 06/t op -aide-to -epa-adm i nist rator-scott- p rustt-resi Kn s / 561974 / 

Top Aide to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt Resigns 

By Elaina Plott, 6/6/18, 2:50 PM 

A top aide for Scott Pruitt, Millan Hupp, resigned from the Environmental Protection Agency, according to a source 
briefed on the matter and documents reviews by The Atlantic. Her last day will be Friday. 

Hupp, who worked as director of scheduling and advance, has been entangled in many of the scandals dogging EPA 
Administrator Pruitt, in March, she was one of two aides who received hefty salary bumps, even after the White House 
refused Pruitt's request for the raises. And as The Washington Post reported on Monday, she recently testified to the 
House Oversight Committee that she regularly spent her days doing personal tasks for Pruitt, from hunting for housing 
to calling the Trump Hotel in DC to inquire about purchasing a used mattress. 
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According to one top EPA official, the 26-year-old was "tired of being thrown under the bus by Pruitt," and weary of 
seeing her name constantly appear in headlines about the agency. Officials began drafting her resignation paperwork on 
Monday morning, just after portions of her congressional testimony were made public. 

Hupp's testimony contributed to the long list of scandals and improprieties plaguing the agency—including, most 
notably, that Pruitt rented a Capitol Hill condo from an energy lobbyist for just $50 a month, and spent more than 
$40,000 on a soundproof booth in his office on the taxpayer's dime. For months now, according to multiple White House 
and EPA sources, officials as senior as Chief of Staff John Kelly have lobbied President Trump to fire Pruitt. 

Rumors circulated that Trump was simply waiting for Pruitt's deputy, Andrew Wheeler, to be confirmed before letting 
Pruitt go. But that was two months ago. Since then, according to reports, Trump has been increasingly irritated by the 
barrage of stories that reflect poorly on his administration, including The Atlantic's reporting on a Pruitt aide who tried 
shopping negative stories about Interior secretary Ryan Zinke to other news outlets. Yet the EPA administrator appears 
to remain in good standing. 

Pruitt has lost a valuable ally in Hupp, however. Hupp was part of a small cadre of aides who worked for Pruitt in 
Oklahoma before joining him in Washington. She served on Pruitt's political team during his time as the state's Attorney 
General. Her closeness with Pruitt was often a point of contention among officials, with many staffers grumbling that 
Hupp and others in the "Oklahoma posse," as they were dubbed, received special treatment, as the raises in March 
seemed to imply. 

EPA spokesperson Jahan Wilcox, reached by phone, would not comment. He said; "You have a great day, you're a piece 
of trash " 


Washington Examiner 

https://www.w3shingtonexa rniner.com/poljcv'/energy/democratic-rider-ajmed-at-scolt-pruitt-gets-shot-down-bv-gop 

Democratic rider aimed at Scott Pruitt gets shot down by GOP 

By John Siciliano, 6/6/18, 2:13 PM 

House Republican appropriators narrowly shot down a Democratic amendment to hold Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt accountable for his travel expenses. 

Rep. Mike Quigley, D-lll., offered the amendment on Wednesday during an Appropriations Committee mark-up of the 
interior. Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal 2019. 

The rider had broad support by Democrats on the committee, but the GOP called the amendment politically motivated 
and came together to vote it down. The amendment was struck down 26-21 in a party-line vote. 

The introduction of the Quigley rider marks one of the first times an amendment has been brought up to address Pruitt's 
multiple travel expenses and use of EPA security for his own private excursions and vacations. 

The rider "simply requires transparency," said Betty McCollum of Minnesota, the top Democrat on the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee. "This is not unique, new, or political in any way," she said. 

The amendment would require EPA to create a travel log for the administrator, which must be made known within 10 
days after the head of the EPA travels anywhere. 

Rep. Ken Calvert of California, the Republican chairman of the subcommittee, called it a "politically motivated 
amendment." He explained that such requirements would pose undue restrictions on Pruitt that no other Cabinet-level 
official has had to endure. 
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McCoiium listed the numerous trips that Pruitt has taken that are now under investigation by congressional committee 
or the agency's own inspector general. 

She cited Pruitt's trip to Morocco last year that was planned by a lobbyist, the use of EPA security for his own personal 
trips to basketball games and Disney Land, and a visit to the Vatican where he dined with a cardinal facing sex abuse 
charges and later attempted to hide the meeting. 

On Tuesday, the Washington Post reported that Pruitt used his executive aide to arrange a talk with the president of 
fast-food chain Chick-fil-A to discuss a franchise deal for his wife. A former federal ethics official under the Obama 
administration told the newspaper that the use of a government-paid employee in an activity aimed at self enrichment 
would be a violation of federal ethics laws. 


Politico 

https://www.poh’tico.com/magazine/storv/2018/06/Q5/how-does-scott-pruitt-survive-218596 

How Does Scott Pruitt Survive? 

By Jack Shafer, 6/5/18 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt wants whatever is on offer—only he wants more of it, and 
he wants it giant-sized, preferably swathed in leather and shimmering like precious metal. 

Since taking office as President Donald Trump's first and so far only EPA chief, Pruitt has distinguished himself on two 
fronts: Obviously, he's labored to annul many of the agency's existing regulations. But even more obviously, he has 
swept giant snowdrifts of unflattering news about his grasping behavior into the press. 

Day after day, month after month, Pruitt feeds the maw of the bad publicity machine with his overreach and 
overexposure. In ordinary times, his outrages would have earned him a dismissal and he would have joined the scores of 
high-level Trump functionaries who've been fired or forced to resign. Yet he endures. Just a month ago, he went to 
Capitol Hill for interrogation and took more punches than Jake LaMotta did in his bloody 1951 fight against Sugar Ray 
Robinson, but he did not fail. 

Not that Pruitt doesn't make a superb punching bag. He's taken deserved ridicule for deciding that the basic Chevrolet 
Tahoe that conveyed the previous EPA administrator wasn't sufficient and needed replacement with the larger and 
fancier Chevrolet Suburban. And not just the LT model but the higher-end LS model, plus bulletproof vests for its leather 
seats. So enthroned, Pruitt reportedly "urged" his security detail to run the permanent blockade that is Washington 
traffic by activating the vehicle's lights and sirens so as to hustle him to the airport, meetings and his D.C. social 
engagements (including a trip to Le Diplomate, the fashionable French restaurant that he favors). 

Pruitt's vehicular choices seemed modest when we learned of his tastes in air flight and travel. During his first year, he 
flew first class regularly, shanghaied expensive military aircraft for flights and even took chartered crafts. By one count, 
he spent $168,000 on air travel in one year. Where the average EPA administrator spent $1.9 million a year on security 
over the past eight years, he spent $3.5 million protecting himself from imaginary death threats. EPA security details 
accompanied him on a family vacation to Disneyland and the Rose Bowl game. According to the Washington Post, he 
composed a list of a dozen countries he hoped to visit and "urged aides to help him find official reasons to travel." He 
got his passport stamped in Italy and Morocco, and drew up itineraries for Australia, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Colombia, 
Panama, Poland, India and Canada — you know, all those places where the EPA has no authority. 

When Tom Price got caught using his position as secretary of Health and Human Services to run up frequent flyer miles 
in private planes at government expense. Trump forced him to resign in the name of draining the swamp. And yet Pruitt 
endures. 
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in need of writing supplies, did Pruitt order Pilot pens and legal pads? Nah, he contracted for fancy stationery, leather- 
bound notebooks, and a dozen customized silver fountain pens—emblazoned with the EPA seal—from the high-end 
Washington shop Tiny Jewel Box. The total price was $3,230. 

Ensconced at the EPA, he had the place swept for electronic bugs and purchased biometric locks; installed a $43,000 
soundproof phone booth; and spent twice what was authorized to redecorate his office (dropping about $9,600). 
Meanwhile, he bunked at the bargain price of $50 each night in a room at the home of the wife of an energy industry 
lobbyist. The New York Times reports that the lobbyist's project was approved by the EPA. As 1 write, the Washington 
Post reports that last year he assigned an aide to help his wife, Marlyn Pruitt, secure a Chick-fii-A franchise as a 
"potential business opportunity." Oh, and he recently got caught dispatching an aide during his apartment search to buy 
a used mattress from the Trump International Hotel in Washington. And don't forget his flirtation with a Hatch Act 
violation. 

Hit me again, Pruitt all but dares his critics, who include all the good-government types as well as the Natural Resources 
Defense Council and the Sierra Club—the environmental protection industrial complex—that have been pantsing the 
administrator with findings from their FOIA requests. Taking him up on his dare Tuesday was Sen. Joni Ernst (R-lowa), 
who called him "about as swampy as you get." Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-lowa) concurred, saying Pruitt "has betrayed the 
president." (Don't get too excited. Democrats: They are mad about ethanol.) Even White House staffers have piled on, 
imploring the president to dismiss his EPA chief. 

How does Pruitt continue to defy the Washington furies, where lesser mortals fail every day? He's not so much scandal- 
resistant as he is scandal-impervious. Pruitt's policies have made corporate America (including the Koch brothers) his 
ally, and according to the HuffPost, he's wowzers with the evangelicals, too. Trump must figure that this kind of allyship 
will accrue to his political advantage—if not today, then soon. 

But Pruitt perseveres mostly because the president admires his swagger. Trump is the sort of coach who loves having a 
player like Pruitt, who will give the bird to the other side with one middle finger and gouge them in the eye with the 
other. Although many of Pruitt's regulatory "victories" are provisional, subject to rollback by the courts, he has assumed 
the posture of a winner, and Trump likes that, too. (In a constitutional monarchy like ours, keeping the king happy is 
important.) Like Trump, Pruitt remains defiant in the face of his loud critics, an attitude the president likes as long as it 
isn't directed at him. Tuesday, a reporter called attention to the Ernst-Grassley dissatisfaction with a question to White 
House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders, asking, "How is it in the face of all that we've learned, how is it that 
President Trump continues to have confidence in the EPA administrator?" As always, Sanders deflected, saying she 
hadn't had a chance to discuss the report with the president, adding, "We continue to have concerns and look into those 
and we'll address them," which was Sanders-ese for "buzz off," 

The best reason Scott Pruitt might continue to survive his scandals for months and months, though, is that his removal 
would change nothing. His deputy, Andrew R. Wheeler, confirmed in April, would likely be called in from the bullpen and 
merely continue to pitch the same regulatory game Pruitt is pitching, a likelihood the NRDC predicts. The law of averages 
says Wheeler couldn't possibly be as loud and vulgar in his grasping as Pruitt. The second best reason—and my 
favorite—is that the enviros would be crazy to depose Pruitt at the precise moment he has become their creamy, wide 
and deep publicity gravy train. In Pruitt, the environment industrial complex and the president have found the perfect 
unity candidate. 


AP 

https://apnews.eom/e618152ac00947Q4a5093faaec3f00ad7/Emails:-Pruitt-toid-st3ffer-to-h3ndle-another-persona 

chore 

Emails: Pruitt told staffer to handle another personal chore 
By Ellen Knickmeyer, 6/6/18 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Environmental Protection Agency chief Scott Pruitt had an agency staffer reach out to Chick-fil-A 
on government email about a "potential business opportunity," emails show. The opportunity, according to one former 
EPA senior staff member, was exploring the possibility of a Chick-fil-A franchise for Pruitt's wife. 

it was the second disclosure in as many days of Pruitt asking agency staff to do personal tasks for him. Democratic 
lawmakers released a transcript Monday of an interview with a top Pruitt aide who said the EPA chief asked her to reach 
out to the Trump International Hotel about buying a used mattress. 

Federal ethics rules bar government employees from using their positions for private gain and prohibit supervisors from 
directing their subordinates to carry out personal errands. 

EPA mails obtained by the Sierra Club under the Freedom of Information Act show Sydney Hupp, then Pruitt's scheduler, 
reaching out to Chick-fil-A executive Dan Cathy on May 18, 2017, for a meeting, at Pruitt's request, she wrote in the 
email. 

"The administrator didn't mention a specific topic but I will touch base with him to see if there is one," Hupp said in one 
email. 

She followed up the next day. "The administrator would like to talk about a potential business opportunity." 

Former EPA deputy chief of staff Kevin Chmielewski said in an interview Tuesday that Millan Hupp, also a top aide to 
Pruitt, told him that the administrator was inquiring about the possibility of his wife acquiring a franchise with the chain. 

He said Pruitt, Millan Hupp and "the Oklahoma people" were doing what they could to find a job for Marlyn Pruitt in the 
Washington area. 

Pruitt and his aides also put out feelers among government and private contacts about interior decorator work for 
Pruitt's wife, according to Chmielewski, who says he was fired from the agency after challenging some of Pruitt's 
spending. 

Neither the EPA or Chick-fil-A officials returned requests for comment. 

Chick-fil-A representative Carrie Kurlander told The Washington Post, which first reported the story, that Pruitt had been 
interested in his wife becoming a franchise owner. 

"Administrator Pruitt's wife started, but did not complete, the Chick-fil-A franchisee application," the Post quoted her as 
saying. 

Pruitt's alleged use of his EPA position to help job-search for his family is improper because he put aides to work, and 
because "by using his staff he brought in the imprimatur of the agency, he invoked the authority of the agency," said 
Virginia Canter, ethics counsel with the Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington nonprofit. "Under no 
circumstances is it appropriate to do that." 

Asked about the latest disclosures. White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said Tuesday, "We continue to 
have concerns and look into those and we'll address them." 

Separately Tuesday, the Government Accountability Office said it had agreed to a Democratic senator's request to 
examine the legality of a politically tinged tweet from the EPA. 

The GAO will conduct a legal review of the April 13 tweet from the EPA's official Twitter account, spokesman Charles 
Young said. 
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The EPA tweet noted the Senate approval of Andrew Wheeler, a former coal lobbyist who also served in the EPA under 
President George H.W. Bush, as the agency's new second-in-command. 


The tweet added, "The Democrats couldn't block the confirmation of environmental policy expert and former EPA 
staffer." 

Democratic Sen. Tom Udall of New Mexico asked for the GAO review, calling the tweet "partisan taunting." Udall 
contended the dig by the EPA-run Twitter account violated a law barring use of government appropriations for publicity 
or propaganda. 

The review becomes the latest in a succession of federal investigations of Pruitt and his agency by the EPA's inspector 
general, the GAO, the White House Office of Management and Budget, and Congress. 

Questioned by Udall about the EPA tweet in a Senate hearing last month, Pruitt said: "I was unaware of the tweet and 
that shouldn't have occurred. The agency should not have done that." 

Asked for comment Tuesday, the EPA forwarded a May 23 letter by a different federal agency, the U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel, finding the tweet did not violate a separate law, the Hatch Act, which prohibits federal employees from 
engaging in political activity on the job. 


New York Times 

htt p s: / / WWW. n v times.com / 2018 / 06 / 05 / 'o p inio n/ tru mp -corr up tiorvmanafort "p ruitt-- 

swanip,htmr?rref"Collection%2FS:imestopic%2FEnvironmental%2.0Prol:ectjon%20Agencv'&action~c!ick&contentConectio 
n-timestopics&region-stream&module-stream unit&version-latest&.contentPjacement-l&pgtvpe"Collection 

Grifters Gonna Grift (*Editorial) 

By The Editorial Board, 6/5/18 

This is shaping up to be another red-letter week for Draining the Swamp. 

On Monday, Paul Manafort, President Trump's former campaign chairman, splashed back into the news when members 
of the special counsel Robert Mueller's team accused him in court papers of witness tampering. Swamp-watchers will 
recall that Mr. Manafort is facing a smorgasbord of charges related to tax, lobbying and money-laundering violations. 
Prosecutors now say that he has been using his free time while awaiting trial to try to contact some former European 
business associates in order to coach them into lying about his work on behalf of pro-Russia political interests in Ukraine. 
Mr. Manafort's secret lobbying scheme is alleged to have been impressively elaborate — as, also, efforts to cover it up. 
But the straightforward phrase that leaps out from this latest court filing comes from a witness telling the F.B.I. that Mr. 
Manafort had tried to "suborn perjury." Such an effort would qualify as a definite legal no-no. 

Meanwhile, Scott Pruitt, head of the Environmental Protection Agency, has once again burnished his reputation as the 
Trump administration's biggest grifter. On Monday, Democrats on the House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee asked the committee's chairman. Representative Trey Gowdy, to subpoena the E.P.A. for documents relating 
to Mr. Pruitt's "multiple abuses of authority in using agency staff for his own personal purposes." 

Specifically, Democrats want to know more about Mr. Pruitt's reportedly asking his agency scheduler, Millan Hupp, to 
handle various tasks for him, including finding him a new place to live last summer — a monthslong, labor-intensive 
process — and trying to help him buy a used mattress from the Trump International Hotel in Washington. 

The mattress caper was, at least, more exotic than Mr. Pruitt's usual shopping misadventures — the nearly $10,000 to 
decorate his office, the dozen customized fountain pens for $1,560, the $43,000 soundproof phone booth. It even could 
be seen as a positive sign that he has abandoned his spendthrift ways. No matter; By Tuesday, Mr. Pruitt's furnishing 
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needs became old news when it was revealed that he had also asked an aide to help his wife, Mariyn, procure a Chick-fil- 
A franchise. Calls were arranged and the application process begun, but Mrs. Pruitt never did open a restaurant. 


Now, as delicious as Chick-fil-A may be, using the agency's staff to run one's personal errands is, of course, a breach of 
ethics rules. Which may explain in part why, as The Washington Post reported, Mr. Pruitt took it upon himself to contact 
the C.E.O. of Concordia, a nonprofit in New York, to scare up work for his wife. According to its chief executive, Matthew 
Swift, Mrs. Pruitt received a few thousand dollars to help organize Concordia's annual conference last year. 

And so Mr. Pruitt continues to dazzle with his inventive capacity for misusing his position. 

To be fair, the E.P.A. chief is hardly the only official in Washington who's been testing ethical boundaries. Just a few days 
before he announced last week that he would not seek re-election. Representative Tom Garrett, a Republican from 
Virginia, was publicly accused by former aides of turning his staff into "personal servants." 

Likewise, Mr. Manafort is not alone in playing fast and loose with lobbying rules. One of the more enlightening aspects 
of his indictment, in fact, was how it revealed the extent to which the K Street crowd dismisses as a joke the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act, or FARA, which requires Americans lobbying on behalf of foreign entities to disclose who is 
paying them. Mr. Manafort's experience prompted nervous chatter among his fellow lobbyists as to whether his high- 
profile case would bring greater scrutiny of, and a crackdown on, FARA abuses more broadly. 

More often than not, however, such misbehavior stays in the shadows. Or, when it comes to light, it's shrugged off as 
politics as usual. It takes something — or someone — pretty special to cut through the white noise of cynicism that 
surrounds Washington. Which is precisely what the Trump era is providing: a breathtaking, overly vivid circus of conflicts 
of interests, abuses of office, ethical lapses and breaches of democratic norms that has captured the public's attention 
with its audacity. 


Some of this stems from the Russia investigation. In examining how Mr. Trump's inner circle operates, Mr. Mueller is 
uncovering all manner of questionable dealings — some of them illegal, others merely appalling. 

That said, the Trump Effect extends beyond the Mueller inquiry and into the shameless, often hapless characters with 
whom this president surrounds himself. Let's not forget, among others, Tom Price (private jets), John McEntee (financial 
crimes) or Rob Porter (spousal abuse) — and down, down the drain they go. 

When candidate Trump vowed to drain the swamp, he most likely didn't do so with the thought of targeting his own 
cadre of aides and advisers. But whatever his intentions, the Trump era is proving to be a master class in the many ways 
to abuse power — and the many ways to get busted for it. 


E&E Greenwire 

https://www.eenews.net./greenwire/sl:ones/1060083669/search?kevword=:EPA 

Emails show stressed staffers ghostwriting op-ed for Pruitt 

By Maxine Joselow, 6/6/18 

The pressure was on last spring as EPA political appointees assembled an op-ed for Administrator Scott Pruitt on revising 
clean car rules. 
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"Please kill me," Samantha Dravis, who was then Pruitt's policy chief, wrote in an email to her colleagues. "I can't get 
used to this Deli laptop. My track changes are not tracking ... did you guys lock editing on this or something??" 

in the works on that day in March 2017 was a USA Today op-ed. The rush was on, spurred by an email from EPA Chief of 
Staff Ryan Jackson. 

"Guys please hurry and get this get this [sic] placed," he wrote, "i was assuming that was done well before now." 

The emails were included in documents obtained by the Environmental Defense Fund this month through the Freedom 
of information Act. 

The staffers were writing the op-ed on March 15, 2017, the day President Trump announced he would review the 
Obama administration's clean car rules at a rally with automobile industry executives in Ypsilanti, Mich. (E&E News PM, 
March 15, 2017). 

Trump's announcement began a monthslong process in which EPA and the National Flighway Traffic Safety 
Administration hammered out a detailed proposal for revised greenhouse gas rules and corporate average fuel economy 
(CAFE) standards. 

Later that night, there was talk at EPA of placing the op-ed in a Detroit paper rather than USA Today, given the city's 
status as an epicenter of auto manufacturing. 

And Byron Brown, EPA's deputy chief of staff for policy, sought to remove an accent mark over the E in CAFE. 

The next morning, a new hire in EPA's press shop was looped in. 

J.P. Freire, who had recently joined EPA after being a communications director for Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), was asked 
to massage the op-ed before it went to print. He used his Senate email address. 

"Senator Hatch's office was not involved in the process of drafting any opinion pieces for Mr, Pruitt," Hatch spokesman 
Matt Whitlock said in an email to E&E News. "The staffer in question was in the process of transitioning to a new role at 
EPA as Associate Administrator for Public Affairs and was not working on behalf of the Hatch office." 

The op-ed was published March 20 in USA Today: "Scott Pruitt: We're protecting jobs and the environment." 

The op-ed argues that revising the tailpipe rules would help keep auto manufacturing jobs in the United States. 

White House role 

The documents also describe a White House order in February 2017 to set in motion the process of rolling back the fuel 
efficiency standards. 

David Schnare, a member of Trump's EPA "beachhead" team, wrote to colleagues, "I have just been directed by the 
White House Domestic Policy Advisor that in the near future the President will sign an executive order directing EPA to 
take steps to reopen and reconsider the Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards for 2025 and notice of an intent to 
withdraw the associated California waiver." 

Schnare continued: "[Andrew] Bremberg has directed us to have a notice ready to go into the Federal Register as soon 
as next week. Such notices are extremely brief. Can you have your staff draft such a notice and get it to me by COB 
tomorrow? I need to run it past DOT before it goes out." 

The Environmental Defense Fund, which obtained the documents, said Schnare's email shows that the rollback was a 
priority from the dawn of the Trump administration and wasn't based on facts or science. 
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"Just last week, documents obtained by EDF via a Freedom of Information Act request demonstrated that the drive to 
attack the clean car standards and state leadership on this issue has been the aim of the administration all along," EDF 
spokeswoman Sharyn Stein said in an email to reporters this week. 

"A February 2017 email from Trump transition team member and climate denier David Schnare," she wrote, "describes a 
White House order to set these rollbacks into motion, underscoring that this decision was preordained and not based on 
any analysis of facts or law." 

Myron Ebell, who led the ERA transition team, said in an interview that he was unaware of such a White House order. 

"I can tell you that one of the things we considered in the course of the transition was the CAFE review. But I have no 
knowledge that the White House had any kind of order to ERA to reconsider it," said Ebell, who directs the Center for 
Energy and Environment at the Competitive Enterprise Institute. 

Schnare didn't respond to an emailed request for comment in time for publication. 


Politico 

https://subscriber.politicopro.com/agriculture/whiteboard/2018/'06/epa-did-not-violate-law-with-tweet-ajmed-at- 
democrats ■watchdog-finds-1359642 

EPA did not violate law with tweet aimed at Democrats, watchdog finds 

By Emily Holden, 6/6/18, 1:50 PM 

ERA and Administrator Scott Pruitt did not violate laws prohibiting agencies from engaging in political activities in a 
tweet needling Democrats being unable to block a nominee, the Office of Special Counsel has decided. 

The federal watchdog found that Pruitt did not compose the tweet or direct anyone to post it, according to a May 23 
litter responding to a complaint from a union for EPA staffers, the AFGE Council 238. 

The post from the official EPA Twitter account followed a Senate vote to confirm Pruitt's deputy Andrew Wheeler, a 
former energy lobbyist. 

"The Senate does its duty; Andrew Wheeler confirmed by Senate as deputy administrator of (5)EPA. The Democrats 
couldn't block the confirmation of environmental policy expert and former EPA staffer under both a Republican and a 
Democrat president," the April 13 tweet said. 

Ana Galindo-Marrone, chief of OSC's Hatch Act Unit, wrote that "the definition of political activity has been understood 
to cover activities related to advancing or harming the electoral prospects of a political party or candidate for partisan 
political office," and "the tweet at issue does not give rise to a Hatch Act violation because, without more, it was not 
aimed at the electoral success or defeat of a political party or candidate for partisan political office." 

The letter was first reported by the Washington Post. 


Washington Post 

htt p s: / /www.washing to npost.com / news / ene rgv -envjronmen t/wp/2QW06/ 0.S / epa-did-not-vioiate-hatch-act-in-tweet- 
criticizing-democrats-federai-¥/atchdog-fjnds/?utm term-.8e7256e27c66 

EPA did not violate Hatch Act in tweet criticizing Democrats, federal watchdog finds 

By Brady Dennis, 6/5/18, 6:02 PM 
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The Environmental Protection Agency did not violate the Hatch Act, which seeks to keep government functions 
nonpartisan, when it appeared to criticize the Democratic Party after a confirmation vote in April, the federal office that 
investigates such matters recently found. 

The message that sparked the inquiry came April 13 from the EPA's main Twitter account, shortly after former coal and 
nuclear lobbyist Andrew Wheeler was confirmed by the Senate to be the agency's second-in-command. Wheeler was 
voted through 53 to 45, with the vast majority of Senate Democrats opposing his nomination. 

(5)EPA 

The Senate does its duty: Andrew Wheeler confirmed by Senate as deputy administrator of (5)EPA. The 
Democrats couldn't block the confirmation of environmental policy expert and former EPA staffer under both a 
Republican and a Democrat president, ht tp s ://www.epa.gov/newsreieases/ us-senate-confirms-andrew- 
wheeler-serve-deputy-epa-administrator ... 

9:00 AM - Apr 13, 2018 

U.S. Senate Confirms Andrew Wheeler to Serve as Deputy EPA Administrator | US EPA 

EPA News Release: U.S. Senate Confirms Andrew Wheeler to Serve as Deputy EPA Administrator 

AFGE Council 238, a union that represents EPA employees, later filed a complaint about the tweet, alleging that it 
violated the Hatch Act of 1939, which prohibits federal employees, except for the president and other high-level 
officials, from using government resources to support political parties or partisan candidates. 

But in a letter to an EPA ethics official dated May 23, the U.S. Office of Special Counsel said that it had found no such 
violation and that it would be "closing our file without further action." 

The office noted that there was no evidence that EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt composed the tweet or directed anyone 
at the agency to post it: In addition, the letter states, the tweet didn't amount to a Hatch Act violation because "it was 
not aimed at the electoral success or defeat of a political party or candidate for partisan political office." 

Despite the conclusion of the Office of Special Counsel, the controversy over the tweet hasn't gone away. 

On Tuesday, Sen. Tom Udall (N.M.), the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations subcommittee that oversees 
the EPA, announced that the Government Accountability Office had agreed to his request to produce a legal opinion on 
whether the EPA's tweet violated a prohibition on the use of agency funds for publicity and propaganda. 


The Conversation 

https://theconversation.com/epa-staff-sav-the-trump-administr3tion-is-changing-thesr-mission-from-protectjng-human- 
health-and-the ■envii'onment-to-protectjng-industrv-96256 

EPA staff say the Trump administration is changing their mission from protecting human health and the environment 
to protecting industry 

By Chris Sellers, Lindsey Dillon, and Phil Brown, 6/6/18, 6:38 AM 

The Environmental Protection Agency made news recently for excluding reporters from a "summit" meeting on chemical 
contamination in drinking water. Episodes like this are symptoms of a larger problem: an ongoing, broad-scale takeover 
of the agency by industries it regulates. 

We are social scientists with interests in environmental health, environmental justice and inequality and democracy. We 
recently published a study, conducted under the auspices of the Environmental Data and Governance Initiative and 
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based on interviews with 45 current and retired EPA employees, which concludes that EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 
and the Trump administration have steered the agency to the verge of what scholars call "regulatory capture." 

By this we mean that they are aggressively reorganizing the EPA to promote interests of regulated industries, at the 
expense of its official mission to "protect human health and the environment." 

(SEPAScottPruitt 

Scott Pruitt Explains Why He Sued EPA So Many Times; 'They Deserved It': 

http:././dailvcaner.com,/2Q17./05,/ll/scott-pruitt-e-xpiainS"WhV"he-sued-epa-so-manv-times-thev-deserved- it/' ... 

How close is too close? 

The notion of "regulatory capture" has a long record in U.S. social science research. It helps explain the 2008 financial 
crisis and the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. In both cases, lax federal oversight and the government's over-reliance 
on key industries were widely viewed as contributing to the disasters. 

How can you tell whether an agency has been captured? According to Harvard's David Moss and Daniel Carpenter, it 
occurs when an agency's actions are "directed away from the public interest and toward the interest of the regulated 
industry" by "intent and action of industries and their allies." In other words, the farmer doesn't just tolerate foxes 
lurking around the hen house - he recruits them to guard it. 

Serving industry 

From the start of his tenure at EPA, Pruitt has championed interests of regulated industries such as petrochemicals and 
coal mining, while rarely discussing the value of environmental and health protections. "Regulators exist," he asserts, "to 
give certainty to those that they regulate," and should be committed to "enhanc(ing) economic growth." 

In our view, Pruitt's efforts to undo, delay or otherwise block at least 30 existing rules reorient EPA rule-making "away 
from the public interest and toward the interest of the regulated industry." Our interviewees overwhelmingly agreed 
that these rollbacks undermine their own "pretty strong sense of mission ... protecting the health of the environment," 
as one current EPA staffer told us. 

Many of these targeted rules have well-documented public benefits, which Pruitt's proposals - assuming they withstand 
legal challenges - would erode. For example, rejecting a proposed ban on the insecticide chlorpyrifos would leave farm 
workers and children at risk of developmental delays and autism spectrum disorders. Revoking the Clean Power Plan for 
coal-fired power plants, and weakening proposed fuel efficiency standards, would sacrifice health benefits associated 
with cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

A key question is whether regulated industries had an active hand in these initiatives. Here, again, the answer is yes. 
Nuzzling up to industry 

Pruitt's EPA is staffed with senior officials who have close industry ties. For example. Deputy Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler is a former coal industry lobbyist. Nancy Beck, deputy assistant administrator of EPA's Office of Chemical Safety 
and Pollution Prevention, was formerly an executive at the American Chemistry Council. And Senior Deputy General 
Counsel Erik Baptist was previously senior counsel at the American Petroleum Institute. 

Documents obtained through the Freedom of Information Act show Pruitt has met with representatives of regulated 
industries 25 times more often than with environmental advocates. His staff carefully shields him from encounters with 
groups that they consider "unfriendly." 

The former head of EPA's Office of Policy, Samantha Dravis, who left the agency in April 2018, had 90 scheduled 
meetings with energy, manufacturing and other industrial interests between March 2017 and January 2018. During the 
same period she met with one public interest organization. 
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Circumstantial evidence suggests that corporate lobbying is directly influencing major policy decisions. For example, just 
before rejecting the chlorpyrifos ban, Pruitt met with the CEO of Dow Chemical, which manufactures the pesticide. 

Overturning Obama's Clean Power Plan and withdrawing from the Paris climate accord were recommended by coal 
magnate Robert Murray in his "Action Plan for the Administration." Emails released under the Freedom of Information 
Act show detailed correspondence between Pruitt and industry lobbyists about EPA talking points. They also document 
Pruitt's many visits with corporate officials as he formulated his attack on the Clean Power Plan. 

Muting other voices 

Pruitt and his staff also have sought to sideline potentially countervailing interests and influences, starting with EPA 
career staff. In one of our interviews, an EPA employee described a meeting between Pruitt, the home-building industry 
and agency career staff. Pruitt showed up late, led the industry representatives into another room for a group photo, 
then trooped back into the meeting room to scold his own EPA employees for not listening to them. 

Threatened by proposed budget cuts, buyouts and retribution against disloyal staff and leakers, career EPA employees 
have been made "afraid ... so nobody pushes back, nobody says anything," according to one of our sources. 

As a result, enforcement has fallen dramatically. During Trump's first 6 months in office, the EPA collected 60 percent 
less money in civil penalties from polluters than it had under Presidents Obama or George W. Bush in the same period. 
The agency has also opened fewer civil and criminal cases. 

Early in his tenure Pruitt replaced many members of EPA's Science Advisory Board and Board of Scientific Counselors in a 
move intended to give representatives from industry and state governments more influence. Fie also established a new 
policy that prevents EPA-funded scientists from serving on these boards, but allows industry-funded scientists to serve. 

And on April 24, 2018, Pruitt issued a new rule that limits what kind of scientific research the agency can rely on in 
writing environmental regulation. This step was advocated by the National Association of Manufacturers and the 
American Petroleum Institute. 

This is not the first time that a strongly anti-regulatory administration has tried to redirect EPA. In our interviews, 
longtime EPA staffers recalled similar pressure under President Reagan, led by his first administrator^ Anne Gorsuch, 

Gorsuch also slashed budgets, cut back on enforcement and "treated a lot of people in the agency as the enemy," in the 
words of her successor, William Ruckelshaus. She was forced to resign in 1983 amid congressional investigations into 
EPA misbehavior, including corruptive favoritism and its cover-up at the Superfund program. 

EPA veterans of those years emphasized the importance of Democratic majorities in Congress, which initiated the 
investigations, and sustained media coverage of EPA's unfolding scandals. They remembered this phase as an oppressive 
time, but noted that pro-industry actions by political appointees failed to suffuse the entire bureaucracy. Instead, career 
staffers resisted by developing subtle, "underground" ways of supporting each other and sharing information internally 
and with Congress and the media. 

Similarly, the media are spotlighting Pruitt's policy actions and ethical scandals today. EPA staffers who have left the 
agency are speaking out against Pruitt's policies. State attorneys general and the court system have also thwarted some 
of Pruitt's efforts. And EPA's Science Advisory Board - including members appointed by Pruitt - recently voted almost 
unanimously to do a full review of the scientific justification for many of Pruitt's most controversial proposals. 

Still, with the Trump administration tilted hard against regulation and Republicans controlling Congress, the greatest 
challenge to regulatory capture at the EPA will be the 2018 and 2020 elections. 
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Bloomberg 

https://wwwi)ioomberg.coni/news/3rtides/2018-06-06/epa-p!an-for-j:ransparenc¥-jn-scjence-aiarrns-mdustrv-groups- 

too 

EPA Plan for Transparency in Science Alarms Industry, Too 
By Eric Boston, 6/6/18, 4:00 AM, Updated 1:44 PM 

The National Association of Home Builders doesn't typically throw in with the U.S. scientific establishment. No reason. 
There's just not that much overlap. 

That's why the group -- along with pesticide-makers and other unlikely business allies - stands out among the dozens of 
prominent public health and science institutions sounding alarms over a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency plan to 
limit the type of research it uses in making policy. 

Scientists are concerned that the proposal would restrict studies that rely on health records obtained with the 
understanding that the identities of patients be kept confidential, a practice that some conservatives label "secret 
science." 

The proposal has drawn almost 150,000 public comments in five weeks, an unusually high number in a relatively short 
time. 

Among those expressing reservations was the home builders group, which said it did not understand how the changes 
would affect its members' businesses and their compliance with numerous federal regulations and mandates. The 
organization, along with other groups and individuals, asked, successfully, that the deadline for comments be extended. 

The home builders group, which has 140,000 members, flagged language that said the agency must share all studies, 
data and epidemiological models used in major rules and conduct independent peer review on "pivotal regulatory 
science," a phrase novel to the rule. 

The proposal also could remake the way the EPA writes rules for several of the nation's most complicated public-health 
laws, including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, and the Toxic Substances Control Act, 
according to the NAHB's comments. 

Two pesticide trade groups also filed comments: CropLife America, whose members include Monsanto Co., DuPont Crop 
Protection and Growmark Inc., and Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment. 

Janet Collins, an executive vice president of CropLife, wrote that the proposed rule "likely will have far-reaching 
implications for the organization's members whose products are closely regulated as part of the EPA Office of Pesticide 
Programs." 

The agency has extended the comment period until Aug. 17 and set a public hearing for July 17. 

The EPA's proposal says that the agency values transparency and the need to be able to reproduce scientific studies. 

"Americans deserve to assess the legitimacy of the science underpinning EPA decisions that may impact their lives," EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt said in April when he signed the proposal, "Strengthening Transparency in Regulatory 
Science." 

But scientists say it is antagonistic to global and historic best practices. 

The agency suggests that it intends to eradicate what it calls "secret science," but the Environmental Protection 
Network, a group of former EPA professionals, calls the initiative "censoring science." The agency's Science Advisory 
Board voted last week to recommend that the proposal be reviewed. 
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"If the proposed rule is approved, science will be practically eliminated from all decision-making processes," John 
loannidis, a Stanford medical school professor who specializes in scientific methods, wrote in an essay in the journal 
PLoS Medicine. "Regulation would then depend uniquely on opinion and whim." 

The EPA said in April that its proposal was consistent with data policies for major scientific journals. But three journals 
that the agency mentioned disagreed with that description. 

"EPA is currently soliciting public input on the rule through written comments and a public hearing.," the agency said in 
an email. "We welcome robust public engagement and look forward to reviewing the feedback we receive." 

John Graham, the dean of Indiana University's School of Policy and Environmental Affairs in Bloomington, was appointed 
by Pruitt to the Scientific Advisory Board. From 2001 to 2006, he served as administrator of the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, where he authored critical policies, including information quality and peer-review guidelines 
cited by the EPA in its proposal. 

Graham responded by email to questions about the complicated interface between regulation-writing and science, 
identifying as a central example air pollution and health studies first published in the mid-1990s. 

The EPA's proposal resembles previous debates over scientific transparency and privacy. The 2002 federal information 
quality guidelines Graham oversaw, for example, state that the federal science standard they lay out "does not override 
other compelling interests such as privacy, trade secrets, intellectual property, and other confidentiality protections." 

"This is the difficult exceptions territory," he said. 


The Hill 

http://thehilLcorn/policv/energv-envjronment/390833-epa-accuses-fjxer-upper-stars-of-violating-lead-pajrit-rules 

EPA accuses 'Fixer Upper' stars of violating lead paint rules 

By Timothy Cama, 6/5/18, 3:50 PM 

The stars of the hit HGTV renovation show "Fixer Upper" violated federal regulations for mishandling lead-based paint, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said. 

Magnolia Homes, owned by "Fixer Upper" stars Chip and Joanna Gaines, agreed Tuesday to pay a $40,000 fine to the 
EPA and complete $160,000 of lead abatement work around their hometown of Waco, Texas, among other measures as 
part of the settlement with the federal government. 

"Fixer Upper" follows the Gaines family as they work to renovate and style the homes of local families in the Texas town. 
The show has hosted former first lady Laura Bush as a guest. The series is currently airing its final season. 

The EPA says the program didn't show the Gaineses and others taking proper precautions to avoid lead exposure to 
workers and residents when working on buildings built before 1978 that could have lead-based paint. 

Officials accused the couple of mishandling paint that could have contained lead in 33 of the properties they renovated 
— a violation of the Residential Property Renovation Rule, implemented under the Toxic Substances Control Act, the 
EPA says. 

Magnolia could have faced up to $556,000 in fines for the violation. 
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"It's important that consumers and contractors understand that improper home renovation can expose residents and 
workers to hazardous lead dust," Susan Bodine, head of enforcement at the ERA, said in a statement. 

"Through this settlement, Magnolia is putting in place safeguards to ensure the safety of its renovation work and making 
meaningful contributions toward the protection of children and vulnerable communities from exposure to lead-based 
paint." 

The conditions for the settlement dictate that Magnolia must adopt new record-keeping processes and must make a 
video featuring Chip Gaines discussing lead paint and the importance of complying with the federal rules. Gaines already 
mentioned lead paint testing and precautions in a March episode. 

inhalation and ingestion of lead can cause kidney and nervous system damage, especially in young children. 

Magnolia didn't admit to any of the allegations the ERA made. 


Washington Examiner 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policv/energv/epa-magnolja-viojated-iead-paint-watching-tv-home-repair- 

show-fixer-upper 

ERA discovers company violated lead paint rule by watching TV home repair show 

By John Siciliano, 6/5/18, 3:49 RM 

The Environmental Rrotection Agency is cracking down on lead contamination risks that were first revealed on the 
popular HGTV home renovation series "Fixer Upper." 

The ERA and Magnolia Waco Rroperties reached a settlement to resolve alleged violations of the Toxic Substances 
Control Act and rules for lead paint after it was revealed that proper protections were not made on a televised segment 
of the show. 

"It's important that consumers and contractors understand that improper home renovation can expose residents and 
workers to hazardous lead dust," said Susan Bodine, the head of ERA'S Office of Enforcement and Compliance 
Assurance. "Through this settlement. Magnolia is putting in place safeguards to ensure the safety of its renovation work 
and making meaningful contributions toward the protection of children and vulnerable communities from exposure to 
lead-based paint." 

ERA explained that the violations were discovered after agency officials watched video footage of Magnolia's 
renovations of older homes appearing in "several seasons" of the show. The content of the shows that ERA reviewed 
"did not depict the lead-safe work practices normally required" under ERA'S repair and renovation regulations. 

"After ERA contacted Magnolia with concerns about the company's compliance. Magnolia took immediate steps to 
ensure compliance with the [renovation] Rule, including to obtain ... certification and training for the firm and its staff 
and to ensure active compliance across all ongoing renovation projects," according to the agency. 

Under Tuesday's settlement agreement, Magnolia will take steps to make sure it obeys ail regulations regarding the 
proper safety precautions in future renovation projects. It will also address the hazards of lead-based paints by 
educating the public on appropriate renovation procedures. 

Lead-based paint was banned 40 years ago, but many homes prior to 1978 contain lead paint. ERA regulations were 
implemented to prevent lead contamination when homes are renovated. The complaints against Magnolia involved the 
company's renovation of 33 homes in the town of Waco, Texas. 
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The company will be doing outreach in Waco as part of the settlement with EPA. It will spend $160,000 to prevent and 
abate lead-based paint hazards in homes where occupants are at the highest risk. 

"Magnolia also is getting the message about lead-based paint out to a national audience," EPA said. 

In Season 5, Episode 16 of "Fixer Upper," which aired on HGTV on March 20, a company official discussed the benefits of 
testing an old home for lead-based paint and depicted some of the precautions required by EPA's regulations. 

Magnolia is also producing a brief video about renovating homes with lead-based paint for its Internet audience, it will 
post that video online within the next 90 days. In addition. Magnolia will pay a civil penalty of $40,000. 


Politico 

https://subscriber,politicopro.com/energv/whiteboard/2018/06/white-house-fi’riishes-revjew-of-epa-cost-faenefit- 

effort-1356892 

White House finishes review of EPA cost-benefit effort 

By Annie Snider, 6/6/18, 12:22 PM 

The White House has completed interagency review of a controversial EPA proposal to change how agency calculates 
the costs and benefits of regulations. 

The advanced notice of proposed rulemaking called "Increasing Consistency and Transparency in Considering Costs and 
Benefits in the Rulemaking Process," left the White House's Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs Tuesday. An 
advanced notice is a way of collecting input from interested parties before the agency drafts a formal proposal. 

EPA says a rule is necessary because the agency has calculated the cost of regulations differently at different times. "This 
has led to EPA choosing different standards under the same provision of the statute, the regulatory community not 
being able to rely on consistent application of the statute, and EPA developing internal policies on the consideration of 
costs through non-transparent actions," the agency says in the OIRA listing. 

Under Administrator Scott Pruitt, EPA has already altered the way it calculated costs and benefits for major Obama-era 
regulations, in proposing to withdraw the Clean Power Plan last fall, the agency dramatically altered the way it 
calculated the costs that carbon emissions and pollutants from fossil fuel power plants impose on communities so that 
the rule's economic burden appeared to outweigh public health gains. And when it proposed killing the Obama 
administration's Waters of the U.S. rule, the agency removed the benefits of wetlands from its economic analysis, saying 
their value was too uncertain to include. That see-sawed the rule's costs so that they greatly outweigh its benefits. 

WHAT'S NEXT: With interagency review completed, EPA could release the cost-benefit rule soon. 


BNA 

http://esweb.bna.com/eslw/displav/no aiph3-adp?mode-si&frag id=:13557486S&jtem=:408&prod=dein&cat-AGENC¥ 

Shell to Pay EPA for Air, Water, Waste Violations in California 

By Sylvia Carignan, 6/6/18 

A Shell Oil Co. subsidiary will pay more than $400,000 for penalties, emergency response equipment, and facility 
improvements to resolve multiple violations at a California refinery. 
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The Environmental Protection Agency's inspections of the Martinez, Calif., refinery, owned and operated by Shell Oil 
Products U.S., revealed violations of federal air, water, risk management, environmental cleanup, and hazardous waste 
laws. The agency ordered Shell, in a settlement announced June 4, to address those violations. 

The company failed to include a worst-case scenario in its risk management plan, according to the EPA. Shell Oil also 
didn't immediately notify local, state, and federal authorities about a sulfuric acid spill, failed to determine whether its 
discharged stormwater contained hazardous material, and didn't manage hazardous waste containers appropriately, 
among other violations. 

The EPA inspected the refinery in 2014, 2015, and 2016. The company has agreed to provide county emergency 
responders with protective gear, air quality monitors, and equipment designed to stop leaks from sulfur dioxide 
containers. 

Though the EPA's findings "did not result in significant impacts to our community or the environment," the company is 
working to prevent the violations from happening again, the refinery's general manager, Tom Rizzo, said in a statement 
emailed to Bloomberg Environment. 


BNA 

http://esweb.bna,corn/eslw/displav/no alpha.adp?mode~siS(frag id~13553828S&item~408&prod-deln&cat"AGENCY 

Maryland, Delaware Riled Over EPA Air Complaints Snub 

By Leslie A. Pappas, 6/6/18 

Maryland and Delaware may sue the EPA over pollution from upwind out-of-state power plants after the agency 
shrugged at the states' pleas for help. 

The Environmental Protection Agency proposed June 1 to deny five petitions the states had filed asking the federal 
government to impose new pollution controls on power plants in upwind states that Maryland and Delaware had argued 
were fouling their air. 

"We will testify in opposition to the proposal and will use all available tools, including litigation," Maryland Environment 
Secretary Ben Grumbles said in a statement. 

U.S. Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.) said the EPA "is shirking its primary responsibility," ignoring the needs of states, and 
putting public health at risk. 

"Delaware is working hard to protect its communities from dirty air, but emissions from other states account for nearly 
90 percent of air pollution in the First State," Carper said in a statement. 

Submitted between July and November 2016, the petitions said the plants violated the Clean Air Act's "good neighbor" 
provisions, which requires states to ensure that air pollution from within their borders doesn't impinge on downwind 
states' ability to meet federal limits for pollutants such as ozone. If a state's plan doesn't meet that requirement, the 
EPA must step in with a suitable plan for addressing the pollution. 

Ozone issues can lead to a variety of health problems, especially for children, the elderly, and people with asthma. 
Follows Similar Denial 
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The proposed denial of the Maryland and Delaware petitions comes a few months after the EPA in February denied a 
similar petition from Connecticut over emissions from Talen Energy's Brunner island Steam Electric Station in York 
County, Pa. 

The EPA in its proposal said Maryland and Delaware had not done enough to demonstrate that pollution from those 
upwind power plants was actually linked to poor air quality downwind. 

Delaware told the EPA in January it would sue if the federal agency didn't respond to the state's petitions for pollution 
reductions from plants in Pennsylvania and West Virginia, in four petitions, Delaware said pollution from the coal-fired 
plants prevents it from meeting federal ozone standards. 

The plants in the Delaware petitions are Talen Energy's Brunner Island facility; the Conemaugh Generating Station, 
operated by PSEG Power LLC in Indiana County, Pa.; the Homer City Generating Station, operated by NRG Energy 
Services in Indiana County, Pa.; and the Harrison Power Station, operated by a FirstEnergy Corp. subsidiary in Harrison 
County, W.Va. 

Maryland's petition called out 36 electric power plants in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia, 
saying they were interfering with the state's ability to meet the 2008 standards. 

"We're not asking for those power plants to do anything that we're not already doing in Maryland," Grumbles said in his 
statement. 


https://apnews.corri/f84c5350463543a58863583e8a4ealc7/ldaho-to-take-over-regulating-water-pollution-from-EPA 

Idaho to take over regulating water pollution from EPA 

By Keith Ridler, 6/6/18 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Idaho will take over regulating pollution discharge into the state's lakes and rivers from the federal 
government under an agreement signed Tuesday by the head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said the agreement was the culmination of a tremendous amount of work and 
partnership between the state and the federal agency. 

"Congratulations to the state of Idaho," he said. "We are excited to sign this and look forward to working with Idaho as 
we go forward on these issues." 

Pruitt signed the agreement at the Idaho statehouse with Gov. C.L "Butch" Otter. It shifts control of permitting and 
enforcement aspects under the federal Clean Water Act to the state starting July 1. 

"It's good to have Idahoans making decisions about Idaho issues," Otter said. 

Idaho is one of only four states where federal authorities manage pollution discharge into surface waters. The others 
are: New Mexico, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

Idaho officials say a state-run program will be more responsive, and local experts who are better acquainted with Idaho 
will be making decisions. 

However, Idaho can't write permits that are less stringent than the EPA permits, and the EPA retains oversight of the 
program. 
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The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality will acquire additional responsibilities through 2021 for issuing 
pollution discharge permits to cities, industrial businesses, mining operators, animal feedlots and others. 

"1 have no reservations about us having the people and the resources to be able to administer this program effectively 
and appropriately," said John Tippets, director of the state agency. 

The change delegates authority to Idaho to implement its Idaho Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, a goal set in the 
late 1990s. 

Idaho lawmakers in 2014 directed the state Department of Environmental Quality to seek authorization from the EPA for 
a state-run program. A public process followed, culminating with a 325-page application last August and Tuesday's 
signing by Pruitt. 

The added duties mean the state has to more than double the number of workers in the program to have the equivalent 
of 29 full-time positions at a projected cost of $3 million annually. Idaho lawmakers in recent years have been approving 
funding. 

About two-thirds of the cost of the program will come from the state's general fund, with the rest from fees on those 
seeking permits, said Mary Anne Nelson, the system's program manager. 

She said 22 workers are on board, with four more being hired this summer and three more next year. She said workers 
have been in the field with EPA permit writers and compliance officers. 

"We've been doing all of this job shadowing in preparation for taking on the program in July," she said. 

Justin Hayes of the Idaho Conservation League, an environmental watchdog group, said the group overall backed the 
change. 

The main benefit, he said, is that more permits will be examined by the state rather than administratively approved 
without much review by the EPA, which Hayes said is understaffed and underfunded in Idaho. 

"There is some real upside in the state doing this," he said but added the group was wary of the potential of pressure 
being put on the state agency to favor polluters. 


https://apnews.com/cSSfb927bcf84f’5bb&22203039935977./Consent-decree-to-cost-Mississippi-citv-more-than-$120^1 

Consent decree to cost Mississippi city more than $120M 

6/6/18 

MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP) — A city council in Mississippi has voted to enter an agreement to avoid litigation by updating its 
sewer system at a cost of more than $120 million over the next 20 years. 

News outlets report the Meridian City Council agreed to enter into a consent decree Tuesday with the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Department of Justice. 

The EPA found the city was in violation of the Clean Water Act. The agency cited Meridian for sanitary sewer overflows, 
or discharges of untreated storm water inadvertently discharged into Sowashee Creek. 

The Meridian Director of Public Works, Hugh Smith, says an analysis had estimated that the city would need to increase 
water rates by 4.5-4.6 percent annually to pay for the system updates. 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 


CC: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Palich, Christian [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=330AD62E158D43AF93FCBBECE930D21A-PALICH, CHR] 
4/25/2018 3:20:12 PM 

Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry]; Ringel, Aaron 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1654bdc951284a6d899a418a89fb0abf-Ringel, Aar] 

Lyons, Troy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy] 

RE: 

04-25-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS OCIR V4_Supplemental at Bottom.docx 


Attached Ryan. At the bottom we had all new supplemental hot topics being reported as of now and all April oversight 
letters through this morning. 

Best Regards, 

Christian R. Palich 

Deputy Associate Administrator 

Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Affairs 

U.S Environmental Protection Agency 

O: 202.564.4944 

E: Palich.Chrisiian@epa.gov 

From: Jackson, Ryan 

Sent: Wednesday, April 25, 2018 9:11 AM 

To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron(5)epa.gov>; Palich, Christian <palich.christian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> 

Subject: 

I need you guys to compile a list of the latest from the new on issues being reported on top of the already prepared 
prep. This involved simply a list of newly reported letters, complaints, etc. Need to be compiled this morning. 


Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

i 
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Message 


From: Allen, Reginald [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=799C3B0558E14130B17C66B2533548BA-ALLEN, REGI] 

Sent: 6/30/2017 8:07:47 PM 

To: Chmielewski, Kevin [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a8c269da515e475d9705f091dd2713f6-Chmielewski] 

CC: Reeder, John [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=aa56f6b0d507483fba530f3abbf6c94f-JREEDER]; Jackson, Ryan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: RE: MAC QFRs related to Travel 


Kevin 

We cannot address these questions fully without your input. 

Please contact Mardiko Ellison at 546-0401. 

Thanks 

Reggie 

Reginald £. Allen, SES 
Assistan t Deputy Chief of Staff 
US. Environmentai Protection Agency 
Office 202-SSA-OAdA 
Direct 202-564-1029 


From: Allen, Reginald 

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2017 9:28 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> 

Cc: Reeder, John <Reeder.John@epa.gov>; Chmielewski, Kevin <chmielewski.kevin(5)epa.gov> 

Subject: HAC QFRs related to Travel 

Ryan 

You are probably aware but wanted to ensure you knew that we have received from OCFO Questions for the Record 
QFRs related to travel from the HAC. 


To answer these questions by noon Friday (to OCFO) we will need Kevin's assistance and any guidance you may have. 

Best 

Reggie 


Reginald E. Allen, S£5 
Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office 202-564-0444 


Direct 202-564-1029 
Ceil 
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Administrator’s Schedule and Travel Budget 
With OA and OECA for specifics on costs 

McCollum Q34: Does the EPA plan to regularly release the Administrator’s schedule to the public? 

McCollum Q35: T o date, what are the total travel costs incurred by the Administrator including all support 
staff? What was the total travel costs per year for the Administrator for the last four years? 

McCollum Q36: How many times has Administrator Paiitt traveled to Oklahoma since becoming 
Administratos? For each trip made to Oklahoma using federal funds, provide the purpose of the trip and the 
purpose for’ any meetings the Administrator attended. 

McCollum Q37: From what program projects is protection of the Administrator funded and what are the FY 
2017 and FY 2018 requested levels? Provide the costs of the security detail provided to Administrator Pruitt and 
provide the last four years of security costs for Administrator protection. 

McCollum Q38: Does .Administrator Pruitt fly first class at the federal tax payers’ expense? If so, what is the 
justification for the upgraded travel? Did prior Administrators use this justification and, if so, which ones? 
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Message 


From: 

Sent: 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 
Subject: Re: Will Trump's pick to run ERA in California show up for work? 


j Ex. 6 

''57r8720'l8'2:y5':46'PM'“ 


Sent from my iPhone 

On May 18, 2018, at 6:17 AM, Jackson, Ryan <iackson.rvan@epa.gov > wrote: 

Well, Oklahomans know what a bull wrangler is. If that’s what you are, that’s what we 
need. Welcome to the EPA. 


Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 
U S. EPA 

Ex. 6 


On May 17, 2018, at 11:46 PM, "i Ex. 6 I' <1_ M?:.® _ k wrote: 

Almost funny. I am sure our distractors would love it if I didn’t show up to work. 
On the contrary I look forward to showing up 24/7 
7 days a week 354 days a year non-stop. 

I am relentless. 

Best regards, 

Mike 


http://www.latimes.eom/politics/la-na-pol- e pa-pick-san-francisco-20180517- 

storv.html 

Will Trump's pick to run EPA in 
California show up for work? 

By Toiiv Ete.rboza and Evan Halper 
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Tthe Golden Gate Bridge and San Francisco skyline from the 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area. (Allen J. Schaben / Los 
Angeles Times) 

The White House may have finally found someone to take on the 
stress of overseeing President Trump’s fossil fuel-friendly 
environmental agenda in the heart of hostile territory: California 
and nearby states. 

But there’s one glaring problem. 

The guy officials have queued up to lead the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s headquarters in San Francisco doesn’t want to 
live anywhere near San Francisco. 

That doesn’t appear to be stopping the administration from hiring 
Santa Barbara County GOP stalwart Mike Stoker, a politico well 
positioned to annoy the powers that be in California. 

He credits himself with conceiving the "lock her up" chant that 
Trump rallygoers shouted in their rage against Hillary Clinton. He 
was the spokesman for one of the state’s most embattled oil 
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companies. He questions the scientific consensus on climate 
change. 

None of those things are disqualifying, even if some in California 
think they should be. But Stoker's refusal to work in the liberal City 
by the Bay has put the administration in a pickle. Instead he wants 
to oversee the 700 or so enforcement officers, scientists, researchers 
and others guiding environmental protection in California and 
nearby states from a small, sparsely staffed Los Angeles satellite 
office. 

That s a big ask in an agency already reeling from investigations 
into the travel habits of its leaders, including the taxpayer-funded 
flights back home to Oklahoma by EPA chief Scott Pruitt, some of 
which were in the first-class cabin. 

California Sen. Dianne Feinstein fired off a letter to Pruitt on 
Thursday warning of the consequences of allowing Stoker to be an 
"absentee" chief of EPA Region 9. She demanded to know how the 
arrangement could possibly work, and what costs taxpayers would 
bear. 

The EPA weeks ago alerted Stoker allies in Santa Barbara that his 
appointment was imminent. But no official announcement has come 
as his backers, including EPA political appointees, scramble to 
figure out how he can run a large San Francisco-based bureaucracy 
without showing up there, according to staffers inside the agency 
who spoke on condition that their names not be used. Some 
longtime career officials at the EPA are deeply skeptical, and warn 
such an arrangement could create yet more ethics troubles for the 
agency. 

The last time a regional EPA chief tried juggling work at the San 
Francisco headquarters with trips home to Southern California, 
federal investigators discovered some $69,000 in flights they said 
may have been inappropriately billed to taxpayers. That was during 
the late years of the George W. Bush administration. Feinstein 
reminded Pruitt about that investigation, and questioned if his EPA 
is heeding the lessons learned from it. 
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Stoker, a former Santa Barbara county supervisor who made his 
entry into politics in the 1980s as a strident opponent of a ballot 
measure limiting offshore oil development, did not return calls and 
emails. A statement from the EPA said only, "we have no personnel 
announcements to make at this time." 

Environmental groups joined Feinstein in expressing bewilderment 
that the region chief may keep living in Carpenteria, which is hours 
from even the Los Angeles office. 

"You can't do that job without face-to-face contact with the 
scientists, engineers, lawyers, and other professionals in Region 9's 
office who do the heavy lifting," said Eric Schaeffer, a former chief 
of civil enforcement at EPA who now runs the nonprofit 
Environmental Integrity Project. "Phoning it in is not going to 
work." 

Finding a leader for Region 9 has been vexing for the Trump 
administration. One ally of industry after another rejected its 
overtures to lead the feisty office of career professionals who have 
little enthusiasm for the Trump agenda. The pay hardly compares to 
what potential recruits are making in the private sector, the cost of 
living in San Francisco is crushing and the neighbors are not 
particularly hospitable to folks carrying the "Make America Great 
Again" torch. 

For such reasons. Stoker seemed a good fit. A Trump delegate at 
the 2016 Republican National Convention who delights in mocking 
liberals on social media. Stoker is a rare commodity on the 
California coast: a resilient Republican. 

"He's a bull wrangler, and thaf s exactly what we need," said Andy 
Caldwell, executive director or the Santa Barbara County Coalition 
of Labor, Agriculture and Business. Caldwell learned of the coming 
appointment when the EPA sought a quote from him to put in its 
news release. He said Stoker is skilled at brokering deals among 
disparate interests. 

Not all Stoker's fellow Republicans are as impressed. Dale 
Francisco, a former chair of the Santa Barbara County GOP, wrote 
several senators in March to urge they reject Stoker's appointment 
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for a different high-level job in the administration, running the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service. Francisco said in an 
interview that Stoker has never managed a major organization. 

"You can be the world's most wonderful guy, but without any 
management experience, you should not be managing as large an 
organization as EPA Region 9. Period," Francisco said in an 
interview. "Flow is he going to manage this agency in a state where 
elected leadership is utterly opposed to Trump and get anything 
done?" 

Other Republicans attributed Francisco's attacks to bitterness over 
Stoker's role advising the local GOP party in its dispute with 
Francisco's girlfriend, who was fired as the party's executive 
director. The woman brought her complaints of discrimination and 
retaliation to state labor investigators, who declined to take any 
action. 

Stoker's record suggests he would be an unflinching champion of 
the rollbacks of fuel economy standards, air quality rules and other 
federal environmental protections that are riling California's 
leaders. 

He criticized lawsuits that California municipalities filed against the 
oil industry for their role in climate change, telling the Santa 
Barbara News-Press last year that they ignore "the conflicting 
evidence about global warming, and as we all know, there is 
conflicting evidence." 

One of the oil companies in the area most despised by 
environmentalists, Santa Maria-based Greka Oil & Gas, which has 
a history of regulatory troubles, spills and violations at its 
California facilities, was represented by Stoker. 

That company, now known as HVI Cat Canyon Inc., has been in a 
years-long legal fight with the EPA and federal prosecutors over 
pollution from its operations. In 2011 the Department of Justice 
filed suit alleging a series of spills at the company's California 
facilities violated state and federal environmental laws. Last month, 
the company was hit with a $12.5-million fine by state regulators 
over violations at an oil field in Orange County. 
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Stoker's alignment with forces long at odds with the EPA makes 
him a particularly troubling pick for environmentalists. "Once 
again," said Linda Krop, chief counsel of the Environmental 
Defense Center in Santa Barbara, "if s putting someone in charge 
who actually opposes the mission of the agency." 



from Evan Halpe 
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Tony Barboza is a reporter who covers air quality and the 
environment with a focus on Southern California. He has been on 
staff at the Los Angeles Times since 2006,is a graduate of Pomona 
College and completed a Ted Scripps Fellowship in Environmental 
Journalism at the University of Colorado. 
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Evan Halper writes about a broad range of policy issues out of 
Washington D.C., with particular emphasis on how Washington 
regulates, agitates and very often miscalculates in its dealings with 
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California. Before heading east, he was the Los Angeles Times 
bureau chief in Sacramento, where he spent a decade untangling 
California’s epic budget mess and political dysfunction. 
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President Trump signs spending bill 


Sent from my iPhone 
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EPA News Highlights 5.18.18 

IVljchigan Radio: EPA And St. Louis Residents Work Together On Effort To Clean Up Former Chemical Plant 

In 1973, a plant owned by Velsicol Chemical made a mistake and shipped a toxic flame retardant chemical to a livestock 
feed plant. That chemical was polybrominated biphenyl, or PBB. It took about a year to discover the accident and 
millions of Michiganders ate contaminated beef, chicken, pork, milk, and eggs. That Velsicol plant was torn down and 
buried in 1982 and the 52-acre site is now being cleaned up through the EPA's Superfund. Meanwhile, the people of St. 
Louis, particularly the members of the Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force, are keeping an eye on that cleanup. 

The Washi ngt on Examiner: EPA's Scott Pruitt Pr op oses R ep eali ng Ke y Parts Of Obama-Era Rule Meant To Prevent 

Chemical Accidents 

Scott Pruitt, administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, proposed Thursday repealing major parts of a 
chemical safety rule finalized in the last days of the Obama administration. The rule is intended to toughen standards for 
chemical plants and other facilities to prevent and mitigate accidental chemical releases. It applies to about 12,500 
facilities ranging from petroleum refineries, chemical manufacturers, water and wastewater treatment systems, food 
manufacturers, packing plants, and more. The Obama administration finalized the rule in December 2016 after seeking 
changes in response to the 2013 explosion of ammonium nitrate at a fertilizer plant in West, Texas, that killed 15 people. 

Reuters: EPA fVlovesTo Undo Obama-Era Chemical Disaster Rules 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency took steps on Thursday to roll back and delay Obama-era rules aimed at 
improving safety at chemical plants, which had come in response to a 2013 explosion at a fertilizer plant in Texas that 
killed 15 people. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt introduced a proposal to rescind the measures, saying it would save the 
industry tens of millions of dollars a year and "better address potential security risks." "The rule proposes to reduce 
unnecessary regulatory burdens, address the concerns of stakeholders and emergency responders on the ground, and 
save Americans roughly $88 million a year," Pruitt said in a statement. The proposal would also delay some of the 
compliance dates of the Obama-era amendments and cancel certain provisions that address accident prevention, it was 
the latest in a string of Trump administration proposals aimed at rolling back environmental regulations put in place by 
former Democratic President Barack Obama, which industry groups have said added to their regulatory burdens. 

West Hawaj} Toda y : EPA Sends Air Qualit y iVlonItors To Hawaii Island 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has deployed emergency responders and air monitoring equipment to Hawaii 
Island as part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's response to the Kilauea volcano eruption, according to a 
press release from the EPA. The EPA is also sending experts to analyze public health threats from volcanic gas emissions 
and to assist with data management support. The EPA is augmenting the multi-agency air monitoring efforts of acute 
threats to public health from the emission of volcanic gases. 

Sidney Herald: Pruitt Supports Butte, Anaconda Cleanups Despite Budget Cuts 

During a Senate hearing Wednesday Scott Pruitt, Environmental Protection Agency administrator, defended making 
plans to cut EPA's Superfund budget while staying committed to Butte and Anaconda's cleanup. Pruitt testified before 
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the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on the interior. Environment and Related Agencies Wednesday on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, D.C. to discuss President Donald Trump's proposed $6.15 billion 2019 budget for EPA — a 23 percent cut 
from 2018. Some of the proposed EPA cuts are to the Superfund program. Proposed Superfund appropriation is $1.08 
billion, down from $1.15 billion this year. Democrat Sen. Jon Tester questioned Pruitt on the budget cuts, referencing 
Butte and Anaconda as he did so. "It takes more than being put on a list, you've got to have manpower and resources," 
Tester said. EPA placed both Butte and Anaconda on Pruitt's "emphasis list" late last year, which has greatly accelerated 
both Butte and Anaconda's cleanups. Butte is now slated to be delisted from the National Priorities List in 2024 and 
Anaconda in 2025. 

Fox 55 illinois: Gov. Bruce Rauner announces $ 3 miyion EPA gra nt for new water source in Quinc y 

The State of Illinois and the city of Quincy are partnering up to develop a new city-wide water source. Gov. Bruce Rauner 
made the announcement Wednesday at the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy, where 13 residents have been killed due 
to Legionnaires Disease since 2015. The Illinois Environmental Agency invested $3 million in the new well system. The 
city of Quincy will invest another $3 million to complete the project. "The world has changed. The health needs of our 
veterans has changed. We need to change with the times," Rauner said. 

National News Highlights 5.18.18 

The New York Times: Trump Administration to Tie Health Facilities' Funding to Abortion Restrietions 

Clinics that provide abortions or refer patients to places that do would lose federal funding under a new Trump 
administration rule that takes direct aim at Planned Parenthood, according to three administration officials. The rule, 
which is to be announced Friday, is a top priority of social conservatives and is the latest move by President Trump to 
impose curbs on abortion rights, in this case by withholding money from any facility or program that promotes abortion 
or refers patients to a caregiver that will provide one. The policy would be a return to one instituted in 1988 by 
President Ronald Reagan that required abortion services to have a "physical separation" and "separate personnel" from 
other family planning activities. That policy is often described as a domestic gag rule because it barred caregivers at 
facilities that received family planning funds from providing any information to patients about an abortion or where to 
receive one. 

Ths Washington Post: 'Bigger Than Watergate': Trump Joins Push Bv Allies To Expose Role Of An FBI Source 

President Trump's allies are waging an increasingly aggressive campaign to undercut the Russia investigation by 
exposing the role of a top-secret FBI source. The effort reached new heights Thursday as Trump alleged that an 
informant had improperly spied on his 2016 campaign and predicted that the ensuing scandal would be "bigger than 
Watergate!" The extraordinary push begun by a cadre of Trump boosters on Capitol Hill now has champions across the 
GOP and throughout conservative media — and, as of Thursday, the first anniversary of Robert S. Mueller Ill's 
appointment as special counsel, bears the imprimatur of the president. The dispute pits Trump and the Republican 
chairman of the House Intelligence Committee against the Justice Department and intelligence agencies, whose leaders 
warn that publicly identifying the confidential source would put lives in danger and imperil other operations. 


Michigan Radio 

http:.//'mic,hii;;anradio.org/post/epa-and-st-buis-residents-work-together-effort-dean-former-chemical-plant 

EPA And St. Louis Residents Work Together On Effort To Clean Up Former Chemical Plant 

By Stateside Staff, 5/17/18 

In 1973, a plant owned by Velsicol Chemical made a mistake and shipped a toxic flame retardant chemical to a livestock 
feed plant. 

That chemical was polybrominated biphenyl, or PBB. 

It took about a year to discover the accident and millions of Michiganders ate contaminated beef, chicken, pork, milk, 
and eggs. 
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That Veisicol plant was torn down and buried in 1982 and the 52-acre site is now being cleaned up through the EPA's 
Superfund. 

Meanwhile, the people of St. Louis, particularly the members of the Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force, are keeping 
an eye on that cleanup. 

Jane Keon is a founding member of the task force and author of Tombstone Town: Left for Dead, Marked with a 
Tombstone, a Toxic Town Fights Back. She joined Stateside to explain how she and other community members feel the 
Veisicol cleanup is moving along. 

Listen above to hear Keon explain the effect this site has had on the St. Louis community over the years and why she 
feels the community and the EPA are now "all on the same page." 

Thomas Alcamo is a project manager for EPA Region 5. Fie also joined Stateside today to explain the EPA's "stepwise 
approach" to cleanup and future goals for the site. 

The Washington Examiner 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policv/energv/epas-scott-prus’tt-proposes-repe3ling-kev-parts-of-obama-era- 

rule-me^^nt-to-prevent'-chemical-acddents 

EPA's Scott Pruitt Proposes Repealing Key Parts Of Obama-Era Rule Meant To Prevent Chemical Accidents 

By Josh Siegel, 5/17/18 

Scott Pruitt, administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, proposed Thursday repealing major parts of a 
chemical safety rule finalized in the last days of the Obama administration. 

The rule is intended to toughen standards for chemical plants and other facilities to prevent and mitigate accidental 
chemical releases. It applies to about 12,500 facilities ranging from petroleum refineries, chemical manufacturers, water 
and wastewater treatment systems, food manufacturers, packing plants, and more. 

The Obama administration finalized the rule in December 2016 after seeking changes in response to the 2013 explosion 
of ammonium nitrate at a fertilizer plant in West, Texas, that killed 15 people. 

Last March, Pruitt delayed the safety rule and began the process of repealing it, in response to complaints from industry 
groups, congressional Republicans, and 11 states, who argued the rule was too costly. The EPA describes its proposed 
changes as "minor." 

"Accident prevention is a top priority at EPA, and this proposed rule will ensure proper emergency planning and 
continue the trend of fewer significant accidents involving chemicals," Pruitt said Thursday in a statement. "The rule 
proposes to reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens, address the concerns of stakeholders and emergency responders 
on the ground, and save Americans roughly $88 million a year." 

Pruitt proposed to repeal requirements in the rule that audits of facilities be conducted by third parties and that 
investigators determine the "root cause" of an accident. The EPA cited uncertain environmental benefits from those 
provisions and added costs, when compared to existing requirements. 

Pruitt also proposed to rescind other elements of the rule, including a 12-month completion deadline for investigative 
incident reports; employee training requirements; and a mandate that facility owners release chemical hazard 
information to the public upon request after accidents. 

The EPA said it will keep a requirement forcing plant owners to hold a public meeting within 90 days after an accident, 
in limiting information disclosure, the EPA cited concerns about "an additional security risk for facilities." 
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EPA claimed the repeal of these components of the rule will produce between $87.9 million and $88.4 million in cost 
savings. 

The agency will accept public comment for 60 days once its proposed repeal is published in the Federal Register, and 
plans to host a public hearing on June 14. 

There is already a pending legal challenge to Pruitt's decision to delay the rule, and opponents will likely sue again once 
he takes final action on repealing parts of it. 

Reuters 

htt p s: ./ /'uk. reuters.com / artide / us--usa--e p a-c.hemjcals /ep a-moves-to-und o-- o ba ma-era-chemical-disaster--ruies- 
idUKKCNlii.31U 

EPA Moves To Undo Obama-Era Chemical Disaster Rules 

By Valerie Volcovici, 5/17/18 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency took steps on Thursday to roll back and delay 
Obama-era rules aimed at improving safety at chemical plants, which had come in response to a 2013 explosion at a 
fertilizer plant in Texas that killed 15 people. 

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt introduced a proposal to rescind the measures, saying it would save the industry tens of 
millions of dollars a year and "better address potential security risks." 

"The rule proposes to reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens, address the concerns of stakeholders and emergency 
responders on the ground, and save Americans roughly $88 million a year," Pruitt said in a statement. 

The proposal would also delay some of the compliance dates of the Obama-era amendments and cancel certain 
provisions that address accident prevention. 

it was the latest in a string of Trump administration proposals aimed at rolling back environmental regulations put in 
place by former Democratic President Barack Obama, which industry groups have said added to their regulatory 
burdens. 

In January 2017, before Republican President Donald Trump took office, the EPA introduced several changes to 
companies' risk management plans they submit to the agency, including requiring more analysis of safety technology, 
third-party audits and incident investigation analyses and stricter emergency preparedness requirements. 

Last February, the EPA received a petition from a coalition of chemical and energy industry groups, including the 
American Chemistry Council and American Petroleum Institute, to delay and reconsider the Obama-era amendments. 

The explosion at the West Texas fertilizer plant killed 15 people, including 12 firefighters. Scores of others were injured 
and more than 500 homes were damaged in the blast, with total damaged estimated at more than $100 million. 

The source of the explosion was ammonium nitrate stored in a wooden container at the plant, investigators said. 

The EPA press release announcing the proposed changes to the Obama administration amendments, included a 
statement from the National Association of Chemical Distributors. 

"The Obama Administration would have imposed significant new costs on industry without identifying or quantifying the 
safety benefits to be achieved through new requirements," the lobby group's president, Eric Byer, said. 

The United Steelworkers union said in a statement on Thursday it strongly opposed the proposed rollbacks. 
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"USW members work in dangerous facilities that house huge quantities of hazardous chemicals. We are strongly 
opposed to this deregulation that endangers workers and their communities," the group said. 

The proposed rule will be open to public comment for 60 days and a public hearing on the rule is scheduled for June 14. 


West Hawaii Today 

http:/./www.vvesthawaiitodav.corn/.7018/05/17/hawaji-news/epa-sends-air-quaiitv-nionitors-to-hawaii-isiand/ 

EPA Sends Air Quality Monitors To Hawaii Island 
By West Hawaii Today Staff, 5/17/18 

KAILUA-KONA — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has deployed emergency responders and air monitoring 
equipment to Hawaii Island as part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's response to the Kilauea volcano 
eruption, according to a press release from the EPA. 

The EPA is also sending experts to analyze public health threats from volcanic gas emissions and to assist with data 
management support. The EPA is augmenting the multi-agency air monitoring efforts of acute threats to public health 
from the emission of volcanic gases. 

The agency is also working with the Hawaii Department of Health staff to evaluate locations for additional air quality 
monitoring stations, as well as to to integrate the multi-agency air quality data collection efforts by US Geological 
Survey/National Park Service, County of Hawaii, state Civil Defense and state Department of Health. 

EPA has deployed four staff and will mobilize additional equipment and personnel to support 12 monitoring stations for 
sulfur dioxide, hydrogen sulfide and particulates and support DOH requests for assistance in collecting, managing and 
interpreting air monitoring data. 

Sidney Herald 

https://www.sidrievherald.com/natiQnal/news/pruitt-supports-butte"Z^naconda-deanups-despite--budget" 
cuts / article 8 1a468d4-9056-5ed0-91ce-ffa,3c073e888.hl:ml 

Pruitt Supports Butte, Anaconda Cleanups Despite Budget Cuts 

By Susan Dunlap, 5/16/18 

During a Senate hearing Wednesday Scott Pruitt, Environmental Protection Agency administrator, defended making 
plans to cut EPA's Superfund budget while staying committed to Butte and Anaconda's cleanup. 

Pruitt testified before the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 
Wednesday on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. to discuss President Donald Trump's proposed $6.15 billion 2019 budget 
for EPA — a 23 percent cut from 2018. 

Some of the proposed EPA cuts are to the Superfund program. Proposed Superfund appropriation is $1.08 billion, down 
from $1.15 billion this year. 

Democrat Sen. Jon Tester questioned Pruitt on the budget cuts, referencing Butte and Anaconda as he did so. 

"It takes more than being put on a list, you've got to have manpower and resources," Tester said. 

EPA placed both Butte and Anaconda on Pruitt's "emphasis list" late last year, which has greatly accelerated both Butte 
and Anaconda's cleanups. Butte is now slated to be delisted from the National Priorities List in 2024 and Anaconda in 
2025. 

The southwest Montana towns make up the largest Superfund complex in the nation. No new resources have been 
added. Both sites have only one EPA project manager, despite the intensified and sped-up workload. 
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Pruitt defended his position by suggesting the proposed cut is not his fault, but the fault of the White House. 


"Sometimes I'm not as persuasive as 1 want to be with 0MB," he said. 

0MB is shorthand for the White House's Office of Management and Budget, which establishes the president's vision for 
budgets. 

Pruitt cut in on Tester's reply by adding: 

"The reason we have a Butte situation is because of a lack of awareness, of leadership and accountability." 

Both of Montana's senators sought assurances from Pruitt that Butte and Anaconda would have opportunities for public 
input. Both Tester and Republican Sen. Steve Daines brought up the consent-decree negotiations that went on for over a 
decade in secret in Butte. The consent decree will determine the rest of the Butte Hill cleanup and is an important part 
of getting Butte delisted. 

"Transparency hasn't happened and public input hasn't happened," Tester said to Pruitt. 

"Montana is home to the most expansive Superfund sites in the country," Daines said. "It is critical the EPA prioritize 
these sites and listen to the input of impacted Montanans as we work to clean up these areas." 

Pruitt responded to Daines by saying it's "important for community stakeholders to have a voice in the process," and 
"it's something we're definitely committed to and we'll definitely make sure it happens in Butte." 

Members of the subcommittee, which include both of Montana's senators, spent time asking Pruitt about more than 
just the latest EPA proposed budget. Some on the committee took the opportunity to question Pruitt about many of the 
controversies that have been plaguing his tenure. There are now 12 investigations looking into Pruitt's ethical conduct as 
EPA's top administrator, according to The New York Times. 

Questions swirling around Pruitt include his security detail, his personal phone booth, his first-class flights and an 
apartment he rented from an industry insider for less than market value. 

During opening remarks. Democrat Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont called the 2019 budget "indefensible" and Pruitt's 
controversies an "embarrassment to the agency." 

This is also not the first time Pruitt has appeared before Congress to ask for a highly reduced budget. 

Last year, the White House wanted to slash EPA's budget and the Superfund program by around 30 percent each. 

But when Congress passed the Omnibus bill in late February, the 2018 general operating budget was largely restored to 
2017 and 2016 levels. 

in addition to a renewed effort to cut EPA's budget, the 2019 budget proposal would trim the agency's staff to 12,250. 
That's around 3,000 less than EPA has on staff now. 

Daines also brought up Anaconda's health study during the committee hearing. At EPA's request, the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) showed up in Anaconda last week for a "listening session," to hear from 
former smeltermen and from the general public to learn about the communities' greatest health concerns. ATSDR 
expects to return over the summer to announce a study that is expected to be designed based around what the Atlanta- 
based agency heard from residents. 

Daines wanted to know if EPA is working with ATSDR to "seek appropriate public comment on the health study." 
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Pruitt assured Dairies on that as well, calling EPA, ATSDR, and the state's efforts to work together as "important," and 
said it should be "cohesive" and that the process "is demonstrative of that." 


Fox 5b liiinois 


http:.//'foxiliinois.com/news/loc.ai/gov-bruce"rauner"announceS"3-miilion"epa-grant-for-new-water--source--in--quinc,v 

Gov. Bruce Rauner announces $3 million EPA grant for new water source in Quincy 

By Fox Illinois, 5/16/18 


QUINCY, III. (WICS/WRSP) — The State of Illinois and the city of Quincy are partnering up to develop a new city-wide 
water source. 


Gov. Bruce Rauner made the announcement Wednesday at the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy, where 13 residents 
have been killed due to Legionnaires Disease since 2015. 

The liiinois Environmental Agency invested $3 million in the new well system. 

The city of Quincy will invest another $3 million to complete the project. 

"The world has changed. The health needs of our veterans has changed. We need to change with the times," Rauner 
said. 


Gov. Rauner said construction of the new well will begin this summer and will last nearly a year. He said this is just one 
step in his long-term plan to help the veterans at the home. 

The New York Times 

https://www.nvj:imes.com/2,018/05/17/us/po!itjcs/trumD-fundjng-abortion-restrictions.hS:mi 

Trump Administration to Tie Health Facilities' Funding to Abortion Restrictions 

By Julie Hirschfeld Davis and Maggie Haberman, 5/18/18 

WASHINGTON — Clinics that provide abortions or refer patients to places that do would lose federal funding under a 
new Trump administration rule that takes direct aim at Planned Parenthood, according to three administration officials. 

The rule, which is to be announced Friday, is a top priority of social conservatives and is the latest move by President 
Trump to impose curbs on abortion rights, in this case by withholding money from any facility or program that promotes 
abortion or refers patients to a caregiver that will provide one. 

The policy would be a return to one instituted in 1988 by President Ronald Reagan that required abortion services to 
have a "physical separation" and "separate personnel" from other family planning activities. That policy is often 
described as a domestic gag rule because it barred caregivers at facilities that received family planning funds from 
providing any information to patients about an abortion or where to receive one. 

Federal family planning laws already ban direct funding of organizations that use abortion as a family planning method. 
But conservative activists and Republican lawmakers have been pressing Alex M. Azar II, the secretary of health and 
human services, to tighten the rules further so that abortions could not occur — or be performed by the same staff — at 
locations that receive Title X federal family planning money. 

Dawn Laguens, the executive vice president of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, called the new proposal 
"outrageous" and "dangerous." 
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The policy, she said in a statement late Thursday, is "designed to make it impossible for millions of patients to get birth 
control or preventive care from reproductive health care providers like Planned Parenthood. This is designed to force 
doctors and nurses to lie to their patients. It would have devastating consequences across this country." 

Marjorie Dannenfelser, the president of the Susan B. Anthony List, a group that opposes abortion rights, thanked Mr. 
Trump on Thursday night in a statement in which she said the move would "energize" conservative voters heading into 
the midterm congressional elections this fall. 

"We thank President Trump for taking action to disentangle taxpayers from the abortion business," Ms. Dannenfelser 
said. She said that he "has shown decisive leadership, delivering on a key promise to pro-life voters who worked so hard 
to elect him." 

Two White House officials and two other people briefed on the plans said Thursday that the Trump administration 
would announce that it was adopting the policy on Friday, a move that they planned to outline for social conservative 
and religious activists during an early-morning telephone briefing. They all spoke on the condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to discuss the plans. 

One Trump official said the rule would give Planned Parenthood and other groups that receive federal family planning 
money a choice: Disentangle themselves from abortion or lose government funding. 

The official said the policy would require "a bright line of physical as well as financial separation" between programs that 
receive Title X funding and those that perform, support or make referrals for abortions. 

A Trump administration official who detailed the coming proposal said it would neither prohibit nor require counseling 
on abortion. 

The policy could prompt legal challenges, as it did soon after the Reagan administration adopted it. Planned Parenthood 
and other groups filed lawsuits that blocked the rules, and while the Supreme Court decided in 1991 that they could 
move forward, they were never fully carried out. President Bill Clinton rescinded the policy in 1994. 

Mr. Trump has shown ambivalence about Planned Parenthood, sometimes expressing support for its health-related 
services other than abortion. His daughter Ivanka Trump, a senior adviser, has urged him not to strip funding for the 
organization, as many Republicans have proposed, warning of the possible political repercussions. 

Mr. Trump is set next week to give the keynote speech at the "Campaign for Life" gala held by the Susan B. Anthony List. 
Ms. Dannenfelser has called Mr. Trump "the most pro-life president in our nation's history." 

The Trump administration has pressed repeatedly to impose abortion limits. Upon taking office, Mr. Trump signed a 
presidential memorandum reinstituting and expanding the so-called global gag rule, which bars federal funding for 
organizations around the world that provide abortion counseling or referrals. 

Mr. Trump has also taken particular aim at Planned Parenthood, which serves 41 percent of women who receive 
federally funded family planning services. He signed legislation last year aimed at cutting off government money from 
the group and others that perform abortions. 

The bill nullified a rule completed in the last days of the Obama administration that effectively banned state and local 
governments from withholding federal funding for family planning services related to contraception, sexually 
transmitted infections, fertility, pregnancy care and breast and cervical cancer screening from qualified health providers 
— regardless of whether they also performed abortions. 

Doctors have also expressed alarm at the prospect of such changes to federal family planning rules. In a conference call 
this month, officials from the American College of Physicians and the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists said the policy would harm women's health. 
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Dr. Hal Lawrence, the executive vice president and chief executive of American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, said during that call, "We don't need the government interfering in the exam room, and the government 
should not be interfering in what women can know and what kind of options she should be given." 

Abortion rights advocates also argue that the new rules could result in women not receiving reproductive health care at 
all, leading to more unintended pregnancies and higher mortality rates. They note that Planned Parenthood and other 
groups that perform abortions are often the only federally funded health care providers in certain areas of the country, 
meaning that some women in those places may simply not receive medical care at all under the new policy. 

Cecile Richards, the former president of Planned Parenthood, wrote in her memoir published last month that during a 
meeting in January 2017 with Ms. Trump and her husband, Jared Kushner, who is also a senior adviser to the president, 
the couple offered her a deal for her organization: Stop providing abortions in exchange for receiving an increase in 
federal money. Mr. Trump acknowledged a few weeks later that he had pushed for such an agreement. 

At the time. Planned Parenthood publicly rejected the proposal out of hand, saying it would never agree to a plan that 
would compel it to stop offering or advising women about abortions. 

The Washington Post 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/poHtic.s/bigger-than--watergate-trumP"joinS"Push-bv--aiyeS'-tO'-expose-an-fbj-- 
source / 2G18/0. S/ 17. / db211.S42-59ea-lle8-8836-a4al23c359ab s t:o rv .htmi?utm term^.490850cl72,cd 

'Bigger Than Watergate': Trump Joins Push By Allies To Expose Role Of An FBI Source 

By Philip Rucker, Robert Costa, Carol D. Leonnig and Josh Dawsey, 5/17/18 

President Trump's allies are waging an increasingly aggressive campaign to undercut the Russia investigation by 
exposing the role of a top-secret FBI source. The effort reached new heights Thursday as Trump alleged that an 
informant had improperly spied on his 2016 campaign and predicted that the ensuing scandal would be "bigger than 
Watergate!" 

The extraordinary push begun by a cadre of Trump boosters on Capitol Hill now has champions across the GOP and 
throughout conservative media — and, as of Thursday, the first anniversary of Robert S. Mueller Ill's appointment as 
special counsel, bears the imprimatur of the president. 

The dispute pits Trump and the Republican chairman of the House Intelligence Committee against the Justice 
Department and intelligence agencies, whose leaders warn that publicly identifying the confidential source would put 
lives in danger and imperil other operations. 

The stakes are so high that the FBI has been working over the past two weeks to mitigate the potential damage if the 
source's identity is revealed, according to several people familiar with the matter. The bureau is taking steps to protect 
other live investigations that the person has worked on and is trying to lessen any danger to associates if the informant's 
identity becomes known, said these people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive intelligence 
operations. 

Trump reacted on Twitter on Thursday to recent news reports that there was a top-secret source providing intelligence 
to the FBI as it began its investigation into Russia's interference in the election process. 

"Wow, word seems to be coming out that the Obama FBI 'SPIED ON THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN WITH AN EMBEDDED 
INFORMANT,' " Trump tweeted. He added, "If so, this is bigger than Watergate!" 

Trump's attorney, former New York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, said in an interview with The Washington Post that the 
president believes some law enforcement officials have been conspiring against him. 
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"The prior government did it, but the present government, for some reason I can't figure out, is covering it up," Giuliani 
said, adding that confirmation of an informant could render the Mueller investigation "completely illegitimate." 

Giuliani said Trump believes it is time for the Justice Department to release classified documents about the origin of the 
Russia probe, requested by House Intelligence Chairman Devin Nunes (R-Calif.), that are expected to contain details 
about the confidential source. 

"It's ridiculous," Giuliani said. "You guys in the press should have them. I don't know why the current attorney general 
and the current director of the FBI want to protect a bunch of renegades that might amount to 20 people at most within 
the FBI." 

The Post first reported earlier this month that an FBI informant and top-secret, longtime intelligence source had 
provided information early in the FBI investigation of connections between Russia and the Trump campaign. 

A New York Times story published Wednesday about the beginnings of the Russia probe reported that at least one 
government informant met several times with two former Trump campaign advisers. Carter Page and George 
Papadopoulos. 

"It looks like the Trump campaign in fact may have been surveilled," Kellyanne Conway, Trump's 2016 campaign 
manager who now is a White House adviser, said Thursday on Fox News Channel. "It looks like there was an informant 
there. As the president likes to say, we'll see what happens." 

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray testified Wednesday before a Senate Appropriations subcommittee that the FBI takes 
seriously its responsibilities to Congress but said the bureau also has important responsibilities to people who provide 
information to agents. 

"The day that we can't protect human sources is the day the American people start becoming less safe," Wray said. 
"Human sources in particular who put themselves at great risk to work with us and with our foreign partners have to be 
able to trust that we're going to protect their identities and in many cases their lives and the lives of their families." 

The source is a U.S. citizen who has provided information over the years to both the FBI and the CIA, as The Post 
previously reported, and aided the Russia investigation both before and after Mueller's appointment in May 2017, 
according to people familiar with his activities. 

Breitbart and other right-wing news websites have been abuzz in recent days with commentary about the source. Sean 
Hannity, a friend and informal adviser to Trump, speculated about the source on his Fox News show Wednesday night. 

Trump's allies believe outing the source and revealing details about his or her work for the FBI could help them 
challenge the investigation and, potentially, provide cause for removing Mueller or his overseer. Deputy Attorney 
General Rod J. Rosenstein. They also point to the dossier containing allegations about Trump's connections to Russia, 
which was partially funded by Hillary Clinton's campaign and was used by the FBI to obtain a search warrant for Page. 

"If it were found that the FBI investigation of the Trump campaign was predicated on flimsy facts ginned up by people 
with a political agenda and used informants to get inside the Trump campaign based on no solid facts, then, yes, I 
absolutely think it's grounds for dismissing this entire investigation," said Mark Corallo, a former Justice Department 
official and former spokesman for Trump's legal team. 

Trump tweeted Thursday that the Mueller probe was a "disgusting, illegal and unwarranted Witch Hunt," which drew a 
retort from Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.). 

"1 would say to the president, it's not a 'witch hunt' when 17 Russians have been indicted," Schumer said in a speech on 
the Senate floor. "It's not a 'witch hunt' when some of the most senior members of the Trump campaign have been 
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indicted. It's not a 'witch hunt' when Democrats and Republicans agree with the intelligence community that Russia 
interfered in our election to aid President Trump." 

Rep. Mark Meadows (R-N.C.) has been conferring with Trump — in three or more calls a week — communicating 
concerns that the Justice Department is hiding worrisome information about the elements of the probe, according to 
people familiar with their discussions. 

Meadows declined to discuss his conversations with the president. But he said, "The president has always been 
consistent in wanting transparency, even when he had no knowledge of what the document might or might not contain, 
whether it would be good or bad for him." 

Nunes, meanwhile, has purposefully not been talking to Trump, to avoid accusations that he is providing sensitive 
information to the president, according to these people. Instead, Nunes has been relaying the status of his battle with 
the Justice Department to White House Counsel Donald McGahn. 

"What we're trying to figure out are what methods the FBI and DOJ used to investigate and open a counterintelligence 
investigation into the Trump campaign," Nunes said. 

Nunes said he and his colleagues have been troubled by reports and indications that sources may have been repeatedly 
reaching out to Trump campaign members and even offering aides money to encourage them to meet. The president, 
he said, has ample reason to be angry and suspicious. 

"If you are paying somebody to come talk to my campaign or brush up against my campaign, whatever you call it. I'd be 
furious," Nunes said. 

Nunes redirected his attacks Thursday from Attorney General Jeff Sessions to Rosenstein, telling Sinclair Broadcast 
Group that the deputy attorney general should be held in contempt of Congress for refusing to comply with his 
subpoena. Sessions is recused from the matter. 

inside the West Wing, Trump often complains about the Mueller investigation, with episodic bouts that can be "all- 
encompassing," according to a former senior administration official. Trump often talks with his advisers about ways he 
can fight back against what he views as an encroaching probe — and he sees allies in Congress as more credible 
surrogates than his own staff, the official said. 

Trump often agrees with Meadows and at times has encouraged him and other allies to go on television news shows 
and, in the words of a senior administration official, "beat the drums." 

White House Chief of Staff John F. Kelly has complained to some colleagues that such conversations between Trump and 
Meadows and other House allies are not always helpful, according to the former official. 

House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.) has told the president on several occasions that he should stop talking about the 
Russia probe, according to an official familiar with their conversations. "You're not guilty, don't act like it," Ryan would 
say, and Trump would agree, but then the president would go right back to venting about the investigation, according to 
this official. 

For months. Meadows, Nunes and other GOP lawmakers have criticized Rosenstein for refusing to let Congress see a 
"scope memo" outlining the people and issues under investigation by Mueller. Some House Republicans in March 
drafted articles of impeachment against Rosenstein as a "last resort" if he does not provide Congress with more 
information. 

In early May, Nunes pushed the Justice Department for more information about the source, but top White House 
officials, with the assent of Trump, agreed to back the department's decision to withhold the information. They were 
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persuaded that turning over Justice Department documents could risk lives by potentially exposing the source, according 
to multiple people familiar with the discussion and the person's role. 

Former White House chief strategist Stephen K. Bannon is functioning as an informal adviser to the Trump allies, both 
inside and outside the administration, who are leading the charge against the Justice Department, according to three 
people involved in those discussions. 

Working from his Capitol Hill townhouse, Bannon has conferred with Meadows, former Trump campaign manager Corey 
Lewandowski and former Trump deputy campaign manager David Bossie, among others, about how to bolster support 
for Trump allies in Congress who are calling for more document disclosures, the people said. 

These people said the Bannon-advised group sees itself as a bulwark for the embattled president and said there were 
growing tensions between them and Kelly and McGahn, whom the group sees as not doing enough to force the hand of 
top Justice officials. 

Kelly met with Meadows and Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) a few weeks ago and suggested they give Justice officials more 
time to comply with their request. But Meadows and Jordan did not back off, a senior administration official said. 

"The president is frustrated," Jordan said. "I don't blame him for being frustrated." 
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TRUMP TWEETS 
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Message 


From: POLITICO Pro Energy [politicoemail@politicopro.com] 

Sent: 6/6/2018 9:46:19 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry] 

Subject: Morning Energy: RFS changes on hold — House set for WRDA action — Get ready for the royalties rumble 


By Kelsey Tamborrino | 06/06/2018 05:45 AM EDT 

With help from Ben Lefehvre, Emily Holden, Anthony Adragna, Annie Snider and Sarah Ferris 

ASSUME DEAL DEAD: Sen. Joni Ernst 's decision to lay into embattled EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt over 
his alleged about-face on ethanol appears to have paid off Ernst spoke to President Donald Trump Tuesday 
night, she wrote on Twitter, and he "just assured me he 'won't sign a deal thaf s bad for farmers!' Thank you, Mr. 
President!" Ernsf s tweet came at the end of a day that began with her suggesting Trump may have cause to fire 
his embattled EPA chief, calling Pruitt "as swampy as you get." It appeared to represent another victory for the 
farm team in the long-running com-versus-oil showdown over the Renewable Fuel Standard. The White House 
had been preparing to unveil an RFS deal that would have expanded sales of El 5 and reallocated some blending 
obligations EPA had waived, while also allowing biofuels exports to count toward compliance with the program 
in order to bring down compliance costs for refiners. 

A source familiar with deliberations told Pro's Eric Wolff the White House delayed the announcement after 
Ernst and fellow Iowan Chuck Grasslev opposed the news that compliance credits for exported ethanol would 
be included. "Pres Trump helped farmers by rejecting bad ethanol deal. I appreciate. GREAT NEWS," Grassley 
wrote in his own tweet Tuesday night. Read more . 

WRDA HITS THE FLOOR: The House will meet today to consider H R, 8(115). the "Water Resources 
Development Act of 2018" — the first major infrastructure legislation to move under Trump, though it lacks 
some of the big-ticket items Trump had initially unveiled in February. Still, the White House said it backs the 
measure in a Statement of Administration Policy from the president's advisers, who say they would recommend 
he sign the bill, although they expressed reservations about the number of new projects and studies it authorizes, 
Pro's Annie Snider reports . 

Smooth sailing: The House Rules Committee last night approved 52 largely parochial amendments for floor 
consideration, eschewing amendments that could have turned the bipartisan measure into a political brawl, 
including ones relating to the Waters of the U S. rule, guns at Army Corps recreational sites and Clean Water 
Act permit requirements for pesticide spraying. 

Key vote it: The National Association of Manufacturers has named the measure a key vote, arguing in a letter 
to lawmakers Tuesday that keeping Congress to the two-year authorization cycle ensures "certainty for 
manufacturers who rely on the movement of goods through ports and inland waterways." 

IT'S WEDNESDAY! I'm your host Kelsey Tamborrino, and NRDC's Denis Dison was the first to correctly 
guess that South Dakota shares no letters in common with its capital city of Pierre. For today: Who is the only 
president to have not been a resident of the U.S. when he died? Send your tips, energy gossip and comments to 
ktamborrino@politico.com or follow us on Twitter @kelsevtam. @Moming Energy and @POLrnCOPro . 

Register for the Pro Summit: Join Pro subscribers, expert reporters and key decision-makers from the 
executive branch, federal agencies and Congress for a full day of incisive policy conversations on July 17. 
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Speakers include: Rep. Joe Crowley (D-N.Y.), Chairman, House Democratic Caucus, Kevin McAleenan, 
Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, and others. Register today. 

Join the Global Public Affairs Club , a new global community dedicated to C-level public affairs 
professionals launched by POLITICO'S sister company, DII. Members receive the GPAC weekly newsletter, 
including original reporting and analysis on new transparency standards, recent lobbying regulation, risk 
management and industry best practices. In addition, members have access to the Global Public Affairs 
Forum on Sept. 28 in Paris. For additional information on GPAC, email Chloe Mimault-Talagrand at 
cmimault@.dii.eu. 

IN THE CLEAR: The Office of Special Counsel said Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke's speech before a donor's 
hockey team, the Las Vegas Golden Knights, did not break laws barring federal employees from engaging in 
partisan activity, according to a letter closing the investigation. The OSC investigation did not address Zinke's 
travel but found the June 2017 speech did not violate the Hatch Act, which bars the use of government 
resources to advance political causes. Pro's Ben Lefebvre reports . "There is no evidence or allegation ... that 
Secretary Zinke gave a political speech or otherwise engaged in political activity during this event," OSC 
Deputy Chief Erica Hamrick wrote in the letter obtained by POLITICO. "And the fact that the team is owned by 
a political donor is not enough for OSC to conclude that he engaged in prohibited political activity in violation 
of the Hatch Act." 

READY FOR ROYALTIES RUMBLE: Interior's Royalty Policy Committee is set to push measures that 
would expand energy production and cut back environmental review at its meeting in New Mexico today. Its 
wish list includes reducing royalty rates for old or "challenging" oil and gas wells; instructing BLM to batch- 
approve environmental reviews for certain energy projects; expanding offshore lease sales to U.S. territories; 
and replacing BLM standards for measuring how much oil and gas companies produce with those written by 
trade associations API and GFA. The commission also recommends Interior hold lease sales for at least 2 
gigawatts of offshore wind projects annually, starting in 2024. The meeting starts at 9 a.m. at Sheraton 
Albuquerque Airport Hotel, or watch it here . 

EXELON CEO: NO GRID EMERGENCY HERE: The CEO of the largest nuclear generator in the country 
said Tuesday he would prefer the White House did not pursue a bailout for nuclear and coal plants that hinged 
on emergency cost recovery — even if his company would benefit significantly from the plan. In an interview 
with Utility Dive, Exelon CEO Chris Crane said the company would "much prefer a market fix that is based off 
of a design basis that says, 'Here's your vulnerability and here's what plants should be compensated at.'" Crane 
also said he disagrees with the argument that retiring "fuel secure" coal and nuclear generators constitutes a grid 
emergency and a threat to national security. "It's hard to declare an emergency in PJM when you have a high 
reserve margin," he said. Read it here. 

LOAD UP THE MINIBUS: The energy and water spending bill is making its way to the House floor as part of 
an appropriations package. The so-called minibus, H R. 5895 (115), also includes legislative branch and 
military construction-VA spending. The Rules Committee approved amendments to the energy and water title 
Tuesday night and will meet again this afternoon to consider amendments to the rest of the bill. 

Keep a look out: Some amendments worth watching: 

— Yucca Mountain: Two amendments from Nevada Democrats would strip $190 million from the bill that 
would go toward the licensing process for Yucca Mountain and eliminate language that would bar the nuclear 
waste repository's closure, 

— ARPA-E: An amendment from Rep. Paul Gosar would eliminate the entire program, as the Trump 
administration proposed in its budget request. 
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— Selling off federal power assets: A bipartisan measure would bar the federal government from selling off 
the Bonneville Power, Administration, the Southwestern Power Administration, the Western Area Power 
Administration or the Tennessee Valley Authority, 

— Cybersecurity: An amendment from Rep. Darren Michael Soto would provide an addition $1 million for 
doe's cybersecurity efforts. 

WHAT WAS THAT ABOUT? Speaker Paul Ryan and Rep. John Shimkus apparently got into a shouting 
match on the House floor Tuesday night over nuclear waste, according to HuffPo's Matt Fuller . Details were 
sparse, and aides to the two lawmakers didn't respond to MB's requests for comment. 

HOUSE INTERIOR-EPA BILL GETS ITS DAY: The House Appropriations Committee will hold a 
rescheduled markup of its fiscal year 2019 Interior-EPA spending package today. The $35.25 billion package 
cleared the House appropriations subcommittee in mid-May on a voice vote, while Democrats at the time 
expressed displeasure about a $100 million cut to EPA's budget, as well as various policy riders. If you go: The 
markup will begin at 11 a.m. 2167 Rayburn. Watch it here . 

INTERESTING NUGGET: After Pruitt tried to set his wife up with a Chick-fil-A franchise and successfully 
landed her a $2,000 gig organizing the New York nonprofit Concordia's annual summit where he was a speaker, 
he also agreed to a meeting brokered by the group's boss. Concordia chief executive Matthew Swift, who told 
The Washington Post he paid for Alarlyn Pruitt's work and travel expenses, met personally with Pruitt the week 
after the event in September, according to EPA records. And then he asked scheduler Millan Hupp to set up a 
meeting with Nate Morris, a friend and CEO of Rubicon Global, a Georgia-based waste and recycling company, 
according to emails obtained by the Sierra Club. 

"As discussed, I thiuk it would be great for Nate and the Administrator [to] get together and Nate would be 
happy to come to Washington to meet," Swift wrote in an email introducing Morris to Hupp, adding that 
"Millan is a good friend and I have gotten to know her and the Administrator over the last few years." EPA 
records show Pruitt attended that meeting with Rubicon on Oct. 18. Pruitt also met again with Concordia in 
February. Asked whether EPA leaders had ethics officials review the arrangements and what the meetings were 
about, spokesman Jahan Wilcox said, "EPA declines to comment." 

Pruitt also plauued a uuuiber of uudisclosed uieetiu 2 s while at the September summit, according to EPA 
staff emails. Among others, Pruitt met with financier T. Boone Pickens and Andrew Littlefair, co-founders of 
natural gas transportation company Clean Energy, and Concordia leadership council members George 
Logothetis, a Greek shipping magnate; Jose Alaria Aznar, a former Spanish prime minister; and John 
Negroponte, former U.S. deputy secretary of State and director of national intelligence. Pruitfs Outlook 
calendar also shows an off-the-record coffee with New York Times reporter Maggie Haberman. 

PICTURES OF WHO? Newly released emails obtained by the Sierra Club show Pruitfs staff working hard to 
obtain pictures of Daniel Boone and Winston Churchill to display, but getting rebuffed from by the 
Smithsonian. "We have been bombarded with requests from the new administration for portraits and after 
discussing with the curators have decided to limit the number of objects on loan to any 'high-ranking 
government official' to two," Beth Isaacson, an exhibition assistant to the Smithsonian, wrote in June 2017 after 
multiple EPA inquiries. That led Ryan Jackson, Pruitfs chief of staff, to see if the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, 
Okla. had paintings that might work in Pruitfs office. 

ADD THIS ONE TO THE LIST: The ranking member of the Senate Appropriations Interior-Environment 
Subcommittee said Tuesday that the Government Accountability Office has agreed to investigate this tweet 
from EPA that may have violated the statutory prohibition on the use of agency funds for publicity. Tom Udall 
had requested the investigation in a letter to GAO on May 15. 
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YOU JUST KEEP ME HANGING ON: How does Pruitt keep defying the Washington furies, where lesser 
mortals have failed? Jack Shafer asks in an opinion piece for POLITICO Magazine. The answer, Shafer writes, 
lies in Pruitf s swagger. "Trump is the sort of coach who loves having a player like Pruitt who will give the bird 
to the other side with one middle finger and gouge them in the eye with the other," he writes. Read it here . 

BILLS, BILLS, BILLS: The House Natural Resources Committee is set to take up a slate of bills today — 
including a morning markup on bills from each member of the Utah delegation. Later this afternoon, the Energy 
and Mineral Resources Subcommittee will hold a hearing on four draft onshore energy bills. New Mexico Gov. 
Susana Martinez and Katharine MacGregor, deputy assistant secretary for Land and Minerals Management at 
Interior, are among the officials who will testify. More on the draft bills here . 

BISHOP EYES GRID HE ARING FOR PUERTO RICO: The House Natural Resources Committee will 
hold a hearing this summer on Puerto Rico's fitful recovery from hurricanes Maria and Irma focused on the U.S. 
territory's troubled electrical grid. Pro's Colin Wilhelm reports . "We need to look at what the federal 
government needs to do to ensure that we will have abundant energy provided for the people of Puerto Rico," 
Chairman Rob Bishop said, adding he hopes to hold the energy-focused hearing before July 4. 

— Separately, Trump will visit FEMA headquarters today and will attend the 2018 hurricane briefing. 

WHITE HOUSE CANCELS SOME CUTS: In a 17-page letter to Congress, the Trump administration 
proposed a handful of tweaks to its rescissions package on Tuesday, Pro's Sarah Ferris reports. The changes, 
which are intended to shore up support in the House, would preserve hundreds of millions of dollars set aside to 
help communities with long-term recovery from Hurricane Sandy and would also cancel cutbacks to a 
management account within EPA. Read more . 

Change of heart: Rep. Mike Simpson, who had been a "no" on the package, now seems to be on board. "I 
wanted to see the impact of some of the rescissions before just signing onto them. But I've looked at them and I 
think most of them are going to be OK," he said. 

EPA DOES SOME REMODELING: EPA reached a settlement with Magnolia Homes — the company at the 
center of HGTV's "Fixer Upper" and owned by hosts Chip and Joanna Gaines — over alleged violations of 
rules on the handling of lead paint during an episode of the show. Under the settlement. Magnolia will pay a 
civil penalty of $40,000 and will take steps to ensure compliance with lead-based paint regulations, as well as 
educate the public on the law, all of which came after EPA reviewed footage from the show that suggested 
Magnolia was not practicing proper lead-safe work practices. 

MOVER, SHAKER: Lynn Good, Duke Energy's chairman, president and CEO, has been elected chairman of 
the board of the Edison Electric Institute, the association announced at its convention in San Diego. EEI also 
announced two vice chairmen: Chris Crane, president and CEO of Exelon Corporation; and Ben Fowke, 
chairman, president and CEO of Xcel Energy. 

QUICK HITS 

— Plan emerging from Forest Service could undo Tongass logging limits. Anchorage Daily News . 

— Trump's coal plan finds critics inside the West Wing, E&E News . 

— There's a chance Trump's power bailout actually cuts emissions, Bloomberg . 

— In the Northeast, just a few hundred miles separate record wet and dry. The Washington Post . 
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— "Economy crippling" and "third grade" work: Conservatives pan Trump's move to save failing coal and 
nuclear plants, CNBC . 

— After sexual harassment problems, new Forest Service chief mandates training, ABC News . 
HAPPENING TODAY 

9:00 a.m. — The Interior Departmenf s Royalty Policy Committee meets, Albuquerque, N.M. 

9:00 a.m. — KPMG holds 2018 Global Energy Conference , Houston 

9:30 a.m. — The Congressional Hispanic Caucus news conference to discuss Hurricane Maria mortality 
numbers and the recovery effort in Puerto Rico, House Triangle 

10:00 a.m. — The Woodrow Wilson Center's Science and Technology Innovation Program forum on 
"Transatlantic Research Cooperation to Treasure and Protect the Atlantic Ocean," 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW 

10:15 a.m. — House Natural Resources Committee markup of various bills from Utah delegation, 1324 
Longworth 

11:00 a.m. — House Appropriations Committee markup on fiscal year 2019 Inter!or-EPA spending package, 
2167 Rayburn 

12:00 p.m. — Breast Cancer Prevention Partners congressional luncheon briefing on "State of the Evidence: 
The Connection Between Breast Cancer and the Environment," 385 Russell 

2:00 p.m. — House Natural Resources Committee hearing on onshore energy development bills, 1324 
Longworth 

2:00 p.m. — House Oversight National Security Subcommittee hearing on "Protecting America from a Bad 
Deal: Ending U.S. Participation in the Nuclear Agreement with Iran," 2154 Rayburn 

2:30 p.m. — Senate Indian Affairs committee meeting on nomination of Tara Mac Lean Sweeney to be 
assistant Interior secretary for Indian Affairs, 628 Dirksen 

3:00 p.m. — House Rules Committee meets to consider amendments for H R. 5895 (115), the fiscal 2019 
Military C on struct! on-V A, Energy-Water and Legislative Branch spending minibus, H-313 

THAT’S ALL FOR ME! 

To view online : 

https://subscriber.politicopro.eom/newsletters/morning-energv/2018/06/rfs-changes-on-hold-243068 
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Pruitt ’is about as swampy as you get,’ Republican senator says Back 
By Eric Wolff | 06/05/2018 12:27 PM EDT 
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Iowa Republican Sen. Joni Ernst says President Donald Trump would be justified in firing EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt, who she accused of lying about his policy views and misusing his office. 

Pruitt "is about as swampy as you get here in Washington, D.C. And if the president wants to drain the swamp, 
he needs to take a look at his own Cabinet," Ernst said Tuesday at an energy policy forum in Washington. She 
stressed that she was speaking for herself and that it is up to Trump to decide whether to keep Pruitt on board. 

Ernst, a strong supporter of the ethanol industry, said Pruitt lied to her and other senators last year when he 
promised to uphold the Renewable Fuel Standard, and hammered him for more recent ethical lapses over "the 
way he spends money, the way he misuses his office." She accused Pruitt of breaking Trump's promise to 
farmers at a time when commodity prices are down and a confrontational approach to trade is hurting exports. 

The White House is expected to soon announce a deal that would expand sales of 15 percent ethanol fuel, which 
corn-state lawmakers have sought for years, but allow ethanol exports to count for compliance with the RFS, 
something ethanol supporters say would undermine the program. Ernst said she lifted her hold on Bill 
Wehrum's confirmation as EPA's air chief last year only after Pruitt promised to abandon export compliance, 
and she accused Pruitt of breaking his word. 

"Administrator Pruitt put in writing he intended to uphold the congressional intent of the RFS and he has not 
done that," she said. "He also put into writing that the scheme to attach [Renewable Identification Numbers] for 
exported ethanol would stop and that's a lie, because now that's exactly what he proposed." 

Iowa's senior Republican Sen. Chuck Grasslev has said in the past that he would call on Pruitt to resign if he 
didn't like the look of the White House changes to the program. Ernst did not call for Pruitt to step down in her 
remarks at a Platts Energy Podium discussion Tuesday. 

Grassley said in separate remarks that he was concerned at the level of influence the oil industry seems to have 
had over the emerging RFS deal. 

"I would have to wait until this is finalized to make it clear but I think that the chances for Congress overcoming 
what EPA could do to damage the ethanol industry would be very difficult when you stop to think of this being 
very much driven by Big Oil," Grassley said in a call with reporters Tuesday. "Seems like this iron triangle is 
working its will through the Washington swamp. You know how Big Oil has had Washington wired for a long 
time and I think EPA is part of this Washington swamp delivering this blow to ethanol if it occurs." 

Ernst said she would not place any blanket hold over Trump nominees to protest the biofuels deal, but she said 
she may vote in committee against individuals tapped for EPA posts if they refuse to support the program. She 
also said she doesn't expect RFS-related provisions to appear in the farm bill. Both she and Grassley appeared 
ready to accept whatever Trump orders. 

"When it comes to accepting it, I don't think there's much of a choice anymore," Ernst said. "Whatever 
agreement comes out between administrator and secretary of Ag, 1 don't know what we can do at this point." 

Liz Crampton contributed to this report. 

To view online click here. 
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Senators: Biofuel program changes nixed by White House Back 


By Eric Wolff | 06/05/2018 09;06 PM EDT 

The White House has delayed a package of changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard, according to Iowa GOP 
Sens. Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley . 

Ernst said on Twitter that she spoke to President Donald Trump, who "just assured me he 'won't sign a deal 
thafs bad for farmers!' Thank you, Mr. President!" 

Grassley also tweeted tonight, saying, "Pres Trump helped farmers by rejecting bad ethanol deal. I appreciate. 
GREAT NEWS." 

Biofuel and refining industry sources said a package that included year-round sales of 15 percent ethanol fuel, 
compliance credits for exported ethanol and some reallocation of the small refiners' ethanol volumes had been 
set to be released on Monday. 

Another source familiar with the deliberations said the White House delayed the announcement after Grassley 
and Ernst opposed the plan to give credits to ethanol exports. Ethanol producers have been fuming over EPA's 
expanded use of exemptions for small refiners, and they argued that adding over 1 billion credits for ethanol 
shipped abroad would only exacerbate problems. 

Grassley threatened to call for Administrator Scott Pruitt's resignation if the package went forward, and Ernst 
slammed the EPA chief earlier today as "as swampy as you get." 

The proposed deal had stemmed from the negotiations between the White House, the Agriculture Department, 
and EPA ordered by Trump after a May 8 meeting. 

Emily Holden contributed to this alert. 

To view online click here. 
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Trump's latest strike against regulations: His infrastructure plan Back 
By Annie Snider and Anthony Adragna | 02/16/2018 05:01 AM EDT 

President Donald Trump's infrastructure plan would trigger one of the most significant regulation rollbacks in 
decades, benefiting not just roads and bridges, but businesses ranging from coal mines to homebuilders to 
factories. 

The blueprint the White House released this week would eliminate the Environmental Protection Agency's 
authority to veto the Army Corps of Engineers' wetlands permits, a power that the EPA wielded during the 
Obama administration to block a controversial mountaintop coal mine in West Virginia. Industrial facilities like 
coal plants and steel factories could get 15-year Clean Water Act pollution permits — up from five years — that 
would be automatically renewed. For some infrastructure permits, the deadline for opponents to file legal 
challenges would shrink from six years to 150 days. 
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The proposed revisions to some of the nation's bedrock environmental regulations are drawing heavy criticism 
from congressional Democrats — including in the Senate, where Republicans would need at least nine extra 
votes to enact Trump's plan. Environmental groups say the ambition of the plan's deregulation push contrasts 
with the relatively meager amount of federal money the White House is proposing to contribute toward the $1.5 
trillion total. 

"This isn't an infrastructure package," said Melissa Samet, an attorney with the National Wildlife Federation. 
"This is an all-out attack on longstanding environmental protections that have done a lot of good for this 
country." 

Republicans and business groups have long complained that the federal government's often cumbersome 
permitting process, governed by laws Congress enacted decades ago, creates unnecessary delays for projects. 
"We built the Empire State Building in just one year," Trump said in his State of the Union address last month. 
"Is it not a disgrace that it can now take 10 years just to get a permit approved for a simple road?" 

Supporters of Trump's plan are happy the White House is pushing for changes. 

"We're very pleased with the permitting provisions," said Ross Eisenberg, a vice president at the National 
Association of Manufacturers. "Even some of them being signed law would be a major improvement. We don't 
want to blow up the process. We just want it to go faster." 

Senate Environment and Public Works Chairman John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) said he hopes Democrats will come 
around. 

"You're never going to win over every obstructing Democrat, but they've got to realize that projects have been 
slowed down in their states," Barrasso said. 

But Democrats say the nation's real infrastructure problem is money — and the Trump proposal calls for just 
$200 billion in federal investments over the next decade for needs including roads, bridges, airports, water 
plants, veterans' hospitals and rural broadband service. And they questioned whether Trump's aim is really just 
to make regulatory reviews more efficient. 

"The presidenf s contentions are not to streamline a process, but to compromise needed environmental and 
public health issues," Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) told reporters. 

Some kind of environmental streamlining has been a part of most of the major infrastructure measures Congress 
has passed in recent years. Provisions in the 2012 highway bill and a 2014 water bill aimed to get agencies to 
coordinate their permit reviews more efficiently and impose consequences for delays. 

Supporters of those changes included then-Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif), an environmental stalwart, who 
argued that the streamlining amounted to common sense despite the opposition of some environmentalists. 

Many of those provisions have yet to take effect, however. 

Trump's infrastructure proposal would go much further, setting strict deadlines for reviews and curtailing EPA's 
say over projects. 

For instance. Trump has touted the proposal's two-year limit for agencies to issue final permitting decisions, 
including a strict 21-month limit on analyses done under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1970, one of 
the nation's foundational environmental laws. 
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The law requires federal agencies to make a public estimate of the environmental impacts when the federal 
government spends money or makes a permitting decision, although nothing in the law requires agencies to 
limit environmental damage. Repeated environmental studies under NEPA were one factor that contributed to 
the Obama administration's nearly seven-year review of the Keystone XL oil pipeline, a project Trump has 
pushed to revive this year. 

Under Trump's proposal, agencies would be required to complete environmental reviews in no more than 21 
months. Anyone seeking to challenges the permits would have just 150 days to sue, instead of the current six 
years. 

Industry groups argue the act's long statute of limitations for permit challenges leaves a cloud of uncertainty 
over projects. But Samet, the National Wildlife Federation attorney, said 150 days runs by quickly when 
challengers have to track down documents that regularly run hundreds of pages, decipher them, find experts to 
analyze the data, hire lawyers and scrounge up the money to cover legal costs. 

The result, she said: "Bad projects will move forward. There'll be nothing to stop them." 

Trump's plan would also deliver on a long-sought Republican goal of curbing EPA's authority under the Clean 
Water Acf s wetlands program — a change that would have sweeping effects not just for infrastructure projects 
but for nearly any kind of development. 

The blueprint would remove EPA's authority to oversee the Army Corps of Engineers' determinations about 
which streams and wetlands are subject to Clean Water Act protections. And it would take away the EPA's 
ability to veto dredge-and-fill permits that it decides would cause undue harm to the environment. 

EPA has used that veto authority only 13 times since the Clean Water Act was enacted, including with its 2012 
reversal of a Army Corps permit for the Mingo Logan mountaintop coal mine in West Virginia — a decision 
that angered the coal industry's supporters in Congress. Most of the other occasions when it used that power 
came during Republican administrations. 

Trump's proposal would also extend pollution discharge permits under the Clean Water Act from five years to 
15, and allow them to be automatically renewed as long as "water quality needs do not require more stringent 
permit limits." Those changes that would apply not only to municipal wastewater treatment plants but also to 
industrial facilities. 

The plan also calls for eliminating a section of the Clean Air Act that requires EPA to review, comment on and 
rate other agencies' environmental impact statements. 

While the proposal may allow construction on projects to get started faster, it might end up creating bigger 
problems in the end, argued Kym Hunter, an attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center. She said a 
narrower NEPA review wouldn't just keep potential environmental problems from coming to light, but it would 
also keep the public in the dark about whether a project would live up to its promises. 

"NEPA is about taking that hard look," Hunter argued. "When it was promulgated in 1970, the idea was if you 
think about what you are doing you're likely to make a better decision. This [Trump proposal] would just 
encourage agencies to rush forward without being thoughtful, without being careful." 

Trump's plan also attempts to limit the ability of courts to halt work on projects while lawsuits proceed. But that 
could backfire too. Hunter said, if it keeps courts from halting an ill-conceived project until after a government 
body has started spending money and taking on debt. 
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Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware, the top Democrat on the Environment and Public Works Committee, didn't 
dismiss the idea of making updates to the decade-old laws. But if the administration's goal is to weaken 
environmental regulations, he said, "we're not going to get very far." 

To view online click here. 
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White House backs House WRDA bill Back 
By Annie Snider | 06/05/2018 05:53 PM EDT 

The White House is supporting the House's Water Resources Development Act, the first major infrastructure 
legislation to move through Congress under President Donald Trump. 

In a Statement of Administration Policy , the president's advisers said they would recommend he sign H.R. 8 
(115) , although they called out areas where they said they would like to see changes. For instance, they took 
issue with the six new construction projects and 12 new studies the measure would authorize — numbers that 
are likely to grow before the bill could be signed into law as the Army Corps of Engineers continues to 
complete project reviews. Both the House and Senate WRDA bills authorize all projects that receive favorable 
reports from the Chief of Engineers. 

"Given the large number of authorized projects that have not been started or completed, new project and study 
authorizations should be limited to those most likely to provide high economic or environmental returns," the 
administration statement says. 

The White House also said it was happy that lawmakers removed language from the WRDA bill that would 
have mandated additional spending from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund go toward infrastructure projects, 
a source of perennial debate between authorizers and appropriators. 

Reiterating its proposal to reduce the tax collected for the fund, the White House said it "believes that our 
coastal ports should have greater flexibility to finance more of their capital and operating costs on their own." 

WHAT'S NEXT: The House Rules Committee is meeting this evening to set the terms of Wednesday's floor 
debate over the measure. 

To view online click here. 
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Investigation clears Zinke speech to donor's hockey team Back 
By Ben Lefebvre | 06/05/2018 07:05 PM EDT 

A government watchdog found that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke did not violate federal laws barring federal 
employees from engaging in partisan activity while on official duty when he spoke to a donor's hockey team or 
on other trips that mixed political and official business, according to a letter closing its investigation. 
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The Office of Special Counsel's findings on Zinke's speech before the Las Vegas Golden Knights end one of the 
several investigations into actions during his first year as a member of President Donald Trump's Cabinet. The 
Interior Department's inspector general in April finished its own investigation into the Las Vegas trip, finding 
that department ethics officials may not have signed off on a $12,000 charter flight to Montana following the 
speech if Zinke had disclosed his pre-existing relationship with team owner Bill Foley, who gave thousands to 
Zinke's past congressional campaigns. 

The OSC investigation did not address Zinke's travel but found the June 2017 speech did not violate the Hatch 
Act, which bars the use of government resources to advance political causes. 

"There is no evidence or allegation ... that Secretary Zinke gave a political speech or otherwise engaged in 
political activity during this event," OSC Deputy Chief Erica Hamrick wrote in the letter obtained by 
POLITICO. "And the fact that the team is owned by a political donor is not enough for OSC to conclude that he 
engaged in prohibited political activity in violation of the Hatch Act." 

OSC opened its investigation in response to a complaint from the nonprofit watchdog group Campaign For 
Accountability. The OSC letter was first reported by the Associated Press . 

Campaign For Accountability Executive Director Daniel Stevens said OSC's report does not mean Zinke's 
Vegas trip was appropriate. 

"Though the Office of Special Counsel may have cleared Sec. Zinke of any technical violation, if s still rather 
obvious why he gave the speech to the hockey team," Stevens said in an email to POLITICO. "The truth is, Sec. 
Zinke charged taxpayers more than $12,000 for a charter flight so that he could give a speech to the employees 
of one of his top campaign donors. Sec. Zinke clearly gave the speech with his political future in mind, despite 
his excuses." 

Interior's inspector general's office in April said Zinke had not told department ethics officials that Foley had 
been one of the largest donors to Zinke's congressional campaign and that his speech to the team would not 
include mentions of the Interior Department. The ethics officials may not have signed off on Zinke using the 
charter flight after the speech if Zinke had disclosed that information, the IG report said. 

Several other trips also were Hatch Act compliant because Interior sought reimbursement for Zinke's time when 
necessary, according to OSC. 

"OSC reviewed the seven mixed official/political trips Secretary Zinke took through October 2017 and found no 
evidence that he violated the Hatch Act when he participated in the trips," Hamrick wrote, although she did not 
specify to what trips she was referring. 

Zinke participated in political events during official Interior trips to the Virgin Islands, California, Montana and 
other places last year. 

In a second letter, the OSC said Zinke's Virgin Islands trip did not violate the Hatch Act because an invitation to 
a fundraiser where he appeared did not use his official title, nor did it specify that high-dollar donors would be 
able to take a photo with him. 

"Your activity did not violate the Hatch Act because you were not the impetus for those higher contributions," 
Hamrick wrote in the second letter. 

An Interior spokeswoman told the wire service "the secretary always works with career ethics professionals and 
has followed all laws, rules and regulations related to his travel." OSC declined to comment. 
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To view online click here. 
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Trump calls for coal, nuclear power plant bailout Back 
By Eric Wolff | 06/01/2018 02:29 PM EDT 

President Donald Trump pressed for a quick regulatory bailout for struggling coal power plants on Friday — a 
move that would buoy a mining industry that offered him crucial support in 2016, but is riling other energy 
companies and even some free-market conservatives. 

The White Elouse called on Energy Secretary Rick Perry to take immediate steps to keep both coal and nuclear 
power plants running, backing Perry's claim that plant closures threaten national security. An administration 
strategy to do that laid out in a memo to the National Security Council circulated widely among industry groups 
on Friday, but it was not clear that intervention could survive the inevitable political and legal challenges. 

It was the latest step in more than a year of efforts by the administration to compel power companies to keep 
operating the money-losing plants that are suffering from the rise of competing energy sources like natural gas. 
Those proposals have drawn opposition from most utilities, along with environmentalists, gas producers, power 
grid operators and conservatives who say it would be an unwarranted intrusion to the energy markets. 

The White House statement calling for action came after days of Trump making similarly aggressive moves on 
international trade, slapping tariffs on the European Union, Canada and Mexico to protect U.S. industries like 
aluminum and steel. In this case, the president is acting on behalf of what he likes to call "beautiful, clean coal," 
a once-dominant fuel that still plays a major role in his stump speeches. 

Trump "has directed Secretary of Energy Rick Perry to prepare immediate steps to stop the loss of these 
resources," White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said in a statement Friday, referring to coal 
and nuclear plants. 

She added that Trump believes "keeping America's energy grid and infrastructure strong and secure protects our 
national security... Unfortunately, impending retirements of fuel-secure power facilities are leading to a rapid 
depletion of a critical part of our nation's energy mix, and impacting the resilience of our power grid." 

The statement came five months after federal energy regulators rejected Perry's call that they adopt his proposal 
to keep the struggling coal and nuclear power plants operating. That proposal would have overwhelmingly 
benefited mining magnate Bob Murray, an outspoken Trump supporter whose operations supply coal to several 
endangered plants in the Midwest and Northeast, according to a POLITICO analysis. 

Trump's National Security Council gathered Friday to discuss the draft memo that lays out arguments why the 
administration should use federal authority to keep the money-losing power plants open — despite the 
assurances from some of the nation's grid operators that no such emergency exists. 

"Any federal intervention in the market to order customers to buy electricity from specific power plants would 
be damaging to the markets and therefore costly to consumers," said the PJM Interconnection, which operates 
the nation's largest power grid and stretches from the Midwest the Atlantic Coast, in a statement. "There is no 
need for any such drastic action." 
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A broad swath of trade associations representing oil and gas, wind and solar power, consumer groups and 
advanced energy technologies slammed the plan, and they were joined by some congressional Democrats. 

"This would be an egregious abuse of power," Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) said in a statement. "I fought this 
proposal before, and I will continue to fight this corrupt scheme to prop up the coal industry at the expense of 
American consumers." 

That new 41-page memo, first revealed by Bloomberg News on Thursday evening, says that under the 2015 
highway and transit bill known as the FAST Act, DOE must identify critical energy infrastructure, a process the 
agency is undertaking now with the help of its national labs. But because that is likely to take two years, DOE 
in the meantime should use the 1950 Defense Production Act and the Federal Power Act to require the plants to 
keep operating, the memo says. 

Power sector experts have said using the two laws to keep specific plants operating would stretch both those 
measures, and would certainly trigger a major legal fight. Critics of the administration's strategy said the memo 
appears to signal that the White House is preparing for a fight. 

"One way to view the release of this draft is that it is a trial balloon to see how fierce and fast the opposition 
will be," said Dena Wiggins, CEO of the industry lobby group Natural Gas Supply Association, which opposes 
the DOE plan. "We've known for some time that all of these federal authorities ... were in play, so the fact that 
we've now seen it in writing doesn't really change anything. It does, however, underscore how hard it is to 
cobble together a sound legal rationale to bail out otherwise uneconomic coal and nuclear plants." 

And critics say the push to bail out the plants is simply Trump's effort to reward backers like Murray, the coal 
baron, and live up to his campaign promise to revive coal country. Perry first began work on the power plant 
issue in March 2017, when he met with Murray at DOE, and Trump himself personally directed Perry to take 
action on the issue since last summer. 

Murray's coal mines have been a major supplier for power plants owned by FirstEnergy Solutions, a unit of 
Ohio-based utility giant FirstEnergy that sank into bankruptcy this spring. FirstEnergy Solutions has said it 
plans to close or sell five of its money-losing coal and nuclear power plants. 

But the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the grid operator have said that even with the planned 
closures, the region has ample power to supply the markef s needs. Stagnant power consumption growth, 
coupled with the rise of natural gas and renewable power sources like wind, has displaced many of the older 
coal and nuclear facilities in the markets. 

The memo also calls for establishing a new requirement for the electric grid based on "resilience," a term Perry 
injected into the regulatory conversation last fall with a proposed rule that would have rewarded plants that 
could keep 90 days of fuel on site. FERC rejected that rule, but it also created a new proceeding to try to define 
"resilience," which some in the industry say pertains to the grid's ability to withstand and recover from a 
physical or cyberattack. 

The memo largely focuses on the issue of resilience, which it says would suffer if coal and nuclear power plants 
retire. It specifically targets natural gas as a weakness, because the plants that bum the fuel rely on pipelines 
that could be dismpted, while coal and nuclear power plants can keep months' worth of fuel on site. 

"Natural gas pipelines are increasingly vulnerable to cyber and physical attacks," the memo says. "The 
incapacitation of certain pipelines through the United States would have severe effects on electric generation 
necessary to supply critical infrastructure facilities." 

To view online click here. 


FLM V. ERA, 1:18-cv-00929 (D.D.C.) 


EPA-HQ-2018-004714 


ED 002125A 00000569-00013 



Back 


How Does Scott Pruitt Survive? Back 
By Jack Shafer j 06/05/2018 05:08 PM EDT 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt wants whatever is on offer—only he wants more 
of it, and he wants it giant-sized, preferably swathed in leather and shimmering like precious metal. 

Since taking office as President Donald Trump's first and so far only EPA chief, Pruitt has distinguished himself 
on two fronts; Obviously, he's labored to annul many of the agency's existing regulations. But even more 
obviously, he has swept giant snowdrifts of unflattering news about his grasping behavior into the press. 

Day after day, month after month, Pruitt feeds the maw of the bad publicity machine with his overreach and 
overexposure. In ordinary times, his outrages would have earned him a dismissal and he would have joined the 
scores of high-level Trump functionaries who've been fired or forced to resign. Yet he endures. Just a month 
ago, he went to Capitol JJill for interrogation and he took more punches than Jake LaMotta did in his bloody 
1951 fight against Sugar Ray Robinson, but he did not fall. 

Not that Pruitt doesn't make a superb punching bag. He's taken deserved ridicule for deciding that the basic 
Chevrolet Tahoe that conveyed the previous EPA administrator wasn't sufficient and needed replacement with 
the larger and fancier Chevrolet Suburban. And not just the LT model but the higher-end LS model, plus 
bulletproof vests for its leather seats. So enthroned, Pruitt reportedly " urged " his security detail to run the 
permanent blockade that is Washington traffic by activating the vehicle's lights and sirens as to hustle him to the 
airport, meetings, and his D.C. social engagements (including a trip to Le Dipl ornate, the fashionable French 
restaurant that he favors). 

Pruitfs vehicular choices seemed modest when we learned of his tastes in air flight and travel. During his first 
year, he flew first class regularly , shanghaied expensive military aircraft for flights, and even took chartered 
crafts . By one count, he spent $168,000 on air travel in one year. Where the average EPA administrator spent 
$1.9 million a year on security over the past eight years, he spent $3.5 million protecting himself from 
imaginary death threats . EPA security details accompanied him on a family vacation to Disneyland and to the 
Rose Bowl game. According to the Washinstori Post , he composed a list of a dozen countries he hoped to visit 
and "urged aides to help him find official reasons to travel." He got his passport stamped in Italy and Morocco, 
and drew up itineraries for Australia, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Colombia, Panama, Poland, India, and Canada — 
you know, all those places where EPA has no authority. 

When Tom Price got caught using his position as secretary of Health and Human Services to run up frequent 
flyer miles in private planes at government expense. Trump forced him to resign in the name of draining the 
swamp. And yet Pruitt endures. 

In need of writing supplies, did Pruitt order Pilot pens and legal pads? Nah, he contracted for fancy stationery, 
leather-bound notebooks, and a dozen customized silver fountain pens—emblazoned with the EPA seal—from 
the high-end Washington shop Tiny Jewel Box. The total price was $3,230 . 

Ensconced at the EPA, he had the place swept for electronic bugs and purchased biometric locks; installed a 
$43,000 soundproof phone booth ; and spent twice what was authorized to redecorate his office (dropping about 
$9,600) . Meanwhile, he bunked at the bargain price of $50 each night in a room at the home of the wife of an 
energy industry lobbyist. The New York Times reports that the lobbyisf s project was approved by the EPA. As I 
write, the Waskinzton Post reports that last year he assigned an aide to help his wife, Marlyn Pruitt, secure a 
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Chick-fil-A franchise as a " potential business opportuniw ." Oh, and he recently got caught dispatching an aide 
during his apartment search to buy a used mattress from the Trump International Hotel in Washington. And 
don't forget his flirtation with a Hatch Act violation . 

Hit me again, Pruitt all but dares his critics, which include all the good-government types as well as the Natural 
Resources Defense Council and the Sierra Club — the environmental protection industrial complex — who 
have been pantsing the administrator with findings from their FOIA requests. Taking him up on his dare today 
was Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), who called him "about as swampy as you get." Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) 
concurred, saying Pruitt "has betrayed the president." (Don't get too excited, Democrats: They are mad about 
ethanol.) Even White House staffers have piled on, imploring the president to dismiss his EPA chief 

How does Pruitt continue to defy the Washington furies, where lesser mortals fail every' day? He's not as 
scandal-resistant as he is scandal-impervious. Pruitt's policies have made corporate America (including the 
Koch brothers) his ally, and according to the HuffPo st, he's wowzers with the evangelicals, too. Trump must 
figure that this kind of allyship will accrue to his political advantage, if not today then soon. 

But he perseveres mostly because the president admires his swagger. Trump is the sort of coach who loves 
having a player like Pruitt who will give the bird to the other side with one middle finger and gouge them in the 
eye with the other. Although many of Pruitt's regulatory "victories" are provisional, subject to re-rollback by 
the courts, he has assumed the posture of a winner, and Trump likes that, too. (In a constitutional monarchy like 
ours, keeping the king happy is important.) Like Trump, Pruitt remains defiant in the face of his loud critics, an 
attitude the president likes as long as it isn't directed at him. Today, a reporter called attention to the Ernst- 
Grassley dissatisfaction with a question to White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders, asking, "How 
is it in the face of all that we've learned, how is it that President Trump continues to have confidence in the EPA 
administrator?" Once again, Sanders deflected, saying she hadn't had a chance to discuss the report with the 
president, adding, "We continue to have concerns and look into those and we'll address them," which was 
Sandersese for 'buzz off 

The best reason Scott Pruitt might continue to survive his scandals for months and months, though, is that his 
removal would change nothing. His deputy, Andrew R. Wheeler, confirmed in April, would likely get called in 
from the bullpen and merely continue to pitch the same regulatory game Pruitt is pitching, a likelihood the 
NRDC predicts . The law of averages says that Wheeler couldn't possibly be as loud and vulgar in his grasping 
as Pruitt. The second best reason — and my favorite — is that the enviros would be crazy to depose Pruitt at the 
precise moment he has become their creamy, wide and deep publicity gravy train. In Pruitt, the environment 
industrial complex and the president find the perfect unity candidate. 

jk 

"Ifought Sugar Ray so often, I almost got diabetes," Jake LaMotta liked to say. Send punches to 

Shafer.PoliticoCd),sjnail.com . My email alerts have a nasty uppercut. My Twitter feed a nifty right-cross. My RSS 

feed is all sucker-punch. 

To view online click here. 


Back 


Martinez, DOI official to testify on energy bills next week Back 
By Anthony Adragna | 06/01/2018 01:42 PM EDT 
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New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez and Katharine MacGregor, deputy assistant secretary for Land and 
Minerals Management at Interior, are among the officials slated to testify at a House Natural Resources 
subcommittee hearing June 6 on four draft energy bills, according to a notice seen by POLITICO. 

One of the bills would enable Interior to recover the costs of administrative protests to oil and gas lease sales, 
drilling permits and other applications; another would expand categorical exclusions to the oil and gas 
permitting process; a third would waive certain permitting requirements under the Mineral Leasing Act; and the 
last would permit operators to submit notifications of permit to drill to Interior. 

"These onshore ideas are needed to expedite the burdensome regulatory process and will help American 
families across the nation pay less at the pump," according to the committee. 

WHAT'S NEXT: The hearing takes place June 6 at 2 p.m. 

To view online click here. 


Back 


Key House panel plans hearing on Puerto Rico electrical grid recovery Back 
By Colin Wilhelm | 06/05/2018 07:55 PM EDT 

The House Natural Resources Committee will hold a hearing this summer on Puerto Rico's fitful recovery from 
hurricanes Maria and Irma focused on the U.S. territory's troubled electrical grid. 

Chairman Rob Bishop called the power grid and Puerto Rico's $70 billion debt crisis "interrelated" — a hearing 
on the status of the commonwealth's debt recovery had already been planned for July, though no date has been 
set yet. 

"We need to look at what the federal government needs to do to ensure that we will have abundant energy 
provided for the people of Puerto Rico," Bishop told POLITICO. "And if we don't do that, there's no recovery 
thafs going to take place." 

Bishop, whose committee has jurisdiction over Puerto Rico, said he hopes to hold the energy-focused hearing 
before July 4. 

The Utah Republican said concerns over the official death count from Hurricane Maria — which were renewed 
after the recent publication of a Harvard study estimated thousands more deaths than the government's official 
estimate of 64 — may also be addressed during the hearing. 

The issue has become a political flashpoint, as Democrats criticize the Trump administration's response efforts 
to Maria. The Congressional Hispanic Caucus will hold a press conference on the issue Wednesday morning. 

"If s a possibility," said Bishop. "If you have a problem with the quality of life in any way, and if any deaths 
were caused by the lack of energy, then rebuilding and redoing the energy [grid] has to be the prime 
consideration. What I want to do is look at how we can improve the situation down there and not just go off in 
tangents." 

To view online click here. 
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Trump administration formally cancels Ebola, Sandy funding cuts Back 
By Sarah Ferris | 06/05/2018 02:41 PM EDT 

The White Flouse on Tuesday sent a revised package of spending cuts to Capitol Hill, backing away from 
several contentious ideas that had drawn resistance among some Republicans. 

In a 17-page letter to Congress, the Trump administration proposed a handful of tweaks to its $15.3 billion 
rescissions package. The changes are intended to shore up support in the House while also correcting some 
technical glitches in the initial version. 

After encountering pushback from some House Republicans, the Trump administration has agreed to preserve 
hundreds of millions of dollars set aside to fight the Ebola virus and to help communities with long-term 
recovery from Hurricane Sandy. 

The White House is also canceling cutbacks to a management account within the Environmental Protection 
Agency — a tweak that several GOP aides have described as technical. 

The budget office is also reversing a pair of proposed cuts to Department of Transportation highway trust fund 
accounts after a nonpartisan government agency determined this month that the Trump administration didn't 
have the authority to cancel that funding. 

The changes reflect "several technical and policy updates based on continued Administration analysis and 
discussions with Members of Congress," a senior Office of Management and Budget official said in an email. 

The House is expected to make those changes to its existing bill, H.R. 3 (115 ), and move quickly to bring it to 
the floor. POLITICO first reported the White House's plans on Friday. 

Congress has until June 22 to pass the package before it loses its privileged status in the Senate. 0MB Director 
Mick Mulvaney told Fox Business on Monday that the House is expected to take up the rescissions request this 
week, though GOP leaders haven't formally put it on the schedule. 

"We urge the House and Senate to pass this package to help get our fiscal house back in order, and return the 
unused and unnecessary funds back to the American taxpayer," the 0MB official said. 

The rescissions request — which was introduced in early May — stalled in the House as GOP leaders dealt with 
prickly political battles on the farm bill and immigration. But it was also held up by nearly a dozen House 
Republicans who said publicly they objected to elements of the White House's proposal. 

"We never anticipated the kind of pushback we would have in our own conference on this rescissions package," 
Rep. Mark Walker (R-N.C.), a key proponent of the package, said in May of the OOP's whip count on the bill. 

With the changes. House Republicans likely will have a far easier time reaching the necessary 218 votes for 
passage — though some vulnerable GOP lawmakers may still oppose the package because of its cuts to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program. Those $7 billion in proposed cutbacks would have no impact on the 
program. 
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The White House's revised package would still cancel nearly $15 billion in budget authority, making it the 
largest single request in history. 

The vast majority of that money, however, would not have been spent under current law, according to the CBO . 
As a result, CBO estimated that the $15.3 billion package would save roughly $1 billion in actual budget 
outlays over a decade. 


To view online click here. 
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Message 


From: Jackson, Ryan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 

Sent: 4/16/2018 8:45:50 PM 

To: Lyons, Troy [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Wilcox, Jahan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=88fd588e97d3405d869bcae98d391984-Wilcox, Jahj; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli] 

Subject: 4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx 

Attachments: 4-11-2018 - FY19 Budget Hearing HOT TOPICS Vl.docx 


Attached are my initial changes to the Hot Topics page. 1 could use some help in fairly short order to review my edits 
and to add additional issues which we know he will be asked about. 

Can you help get your offices to turn this around soon? 
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Message 


From: Jackson, Ryan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 
Sent: 4/27/2018 11:07:07 PM 

To: Wheeler, Andrew [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=17al669ef5b54fba8cb457845308787e-Wheeler, An] 
Subject: FW: Pruitt's scorched-earth strategy adds to staffs 'despair' 


From: Bowman, Liz 

Sent: Friday, April 27, 2018 5:56 PM 

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Pruitt's scorched-earth strategy adds to staffs 'despair' 


Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "POLITICO Pro" < politicoemail(Qpoliticopro.com > 

Date: April 27, 2018 at 5:13:25 PM EDT 
To: < bowman.liz(S)epa.gov > 

Subject: Pruitt's scorched-earth strategy adds to staffs 'despair' 

Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" < replv-fe87137473600c7a71-1173707 HTML-791490233-1376319- 
0(S)politicoemail.com > 

Pruitt's scorched-earth strategy adds to staffs 'despair' 

By Emily Holden 
04/27/2018 05:10 PM EDT 

Scott Pruitt may have survived his testimony on Capitol Hill, but he's coming back to a further 
enraged and demoralized Environmental Protection Agency staff 

Several current and former EPA officials and other people close to the agency said Pruitt did 
himself no favors with his congressional testimony Thursday, in which he blamed his aides for 
installing a $43,000 privacy booth in his office and approving more than $100,000 in first-class 
flights that he took last year. Pruitt also denied knowing key details about raises that his top staff 
received last year. And he declined to defend his former policy chief against Democrats' 
accusations that she had failed to show up for work for three months, even though she and Pruitt 
had been photographed attending the same meeting during the period in question. 

In conversations with 11 people who know the atmosphere inside EPA, including Republican 
political appointees, a handful said his refusal to grovel may have pleased President Donald 
Trump. But others said his strategy was appalling to the current and former staffers who found 
themselves thrown under the bus. 
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"I think his credibility is damaged, and whether or not he gets fired by a tweet isn't going to 
diminish the fact that his credibility has been seriously damaged by all of this," one person close 
to the administration told POLITICO. "It shows a real lack of leadership that he did not defend, 
or blamed, his staff These are the people that he's asking for loyalty from. These are the people 
that are defending him. He's not returning the favor. That's not leadership." 

A current EPA official said Friday that employees are veering between "despair" and 
"embarrassment," and Pruitt's televised performance did not help. 

"I will tell you, it did not go unnoticed from people who watched the hearing that he did not take 
responsibility on the policy pieces" of the testimony, the official said. "It was not lost on us on 
the stuff we know about that he used ver>' careful language, he was parsing his words, that some 
might say he did not speak the whole truth." 

One former EPA official said even political aides are "sick of Pruitt constantly putting himself 
first," and "putting himself before the president's agenda." 

"He's rarely been interested in selling regulatory reform as improving Americans' lives, and is far 
more interested in saving his political career," the former official said. 

But Trump has shown no signs of abandoning his EPA chief, who has won the strong backing of 
conservative groups with his efforts to erase Obama-era environmental regulations. So far, that 
has outweighed the anger of White House staff members and exasperation of key Republican 
lawmakers at Pruitt's series of controversies over luxe travel, extensive security, a below-market 
D.C. condo rental from a lobbyist and history of questionable real estate deals in his native 
Oklahoma. 

A senior EPA official said Pruitt's strategy of fighting the allegations was designed to appeal to 
Trump, who disdains members of his team who appear weak on television. 

"They like fighters no matter what," the official said. "No matter what, fight. That's what we've 
been conditioned to." 

The official predicted that the White House's takeaway from the hours of hearings would be that 
Republican lawmakers stood with Pruitt, while Democrats squandered their opportunity by 
spending too much time criticizing Pruitt's deregulatory agenda — which Trump supports — 
rather than hitting him for the ethics issues. 

"Any audience would say the White House saw a Republican bench entirely supportive of him," 
the EPA source said. "On the Democrat side, the White House also saw Democrats who used 
half their time to criticize policies he's doing that the White House likes. If they wanted to land 
punches, why do you ask about these policies? That's not going to do it for you." 

Pruitt ally Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) took that message from Thursday's hearings, despite saying 
earlier in the week that he was troubled by some recent allegations about the EPA leader's past 
dealings in Oklahoma. "After a full day of mudslinging and partisan questioning from the 
Democratic members of the committees, it is clear that the only fault they could find with Scott 
Pruitt is that he's successfully ending the EPA's history of overreach and overregulation," Inhofe 
said in a statement Friday. 
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Still, the senior EPA official said, Pruitt's relatively good day in Congress could be "washed 
away" if his inconsistencies about what he knew about the raises generate a steady narrative that 
he lied to the White House, as at least one CNN pundit alleged . 

And until Trump weighs in, the tension around Pruitt at EPA will remain high. 

"There needs to be a halt to this because it's exhausting," the same official said. 

Pruitt also still faces multiple investigations inside the executive branch and on Capitol Hill. On 
Friday, for example, the agency was due to deliver a "batch of documents" to the staff of House 
Oversight Chairman Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.), who is leading one of the probes. 

Departed EPA aides who have said Pruitt didn't tolerate internal criticism of his spending and 
secrecy say current staffers still fear they'll be similarly swept up in the scandals — but won't be 
able to find jobs if they quit now and gain a reputation for disloyalty. 

"They're trying to do the best they can in a toxic environment," one former staffer said. "You 
cannot express any idea that might be misconstrued as a political attack on Pruitt or any policy 
issues, so people just do what they're told. They're professional. ... They don't want to get caught 
in an undertow." 

Another former EPA official has been getting phone calls from staffers who are frustrated by the 
controversies but keeping their heads down. 

"Everyone in the building wants to come out and say something ... but as soon as they say 
something, they're out of a job," that person said. 

Not everyone in the agency was upset that Pruitt pinned many of his controversies on his staff 
Thursday, after giving an opening statement in the House in which he confessed that his first 
year on the job had been "a learning process." 

"When he was putting it on staff, thafs the reality of it," one current EPA political appointee 
said. "Sure he's the administrator, sure he's the head of the agency. That doesn't mean he was 
aware of the $40,000. He asked for a secure phone line and the next thing you know it turned 
into a secure phone booth. ... Overall I think his staff continue to stand beside him today and will 
continue to do that." 

In his testimony, Pruitt said he had never asked for a $43,000 secure phone booth — only 
"access to secure communication" — or biometric locks for his office, and he said his security 
staffers made the call for him to fly first-class to avoid possible threats from other passengers. He 
said he had authorized his chief of staff, Ryan Jackson, to give raises to his top staff but had no 
idea that they were circumventing disapproval from the White House. And he chose not to 
defend his former policy chief against allegations from Democratic lawmakers that she was not 
in the office for months, even though an EPA spokesman had dismissed the accusations as 
"baseless and absurd." 

A second political appointee said Pruitt didn't break any new ground with his defenses, and that 
controversies dogging him had been "all blown out of context." 

The person called Pruitt a "disruptor" and said "folks don't like that aggressive style." 
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"Administrator Pruitt speaks for a certain aspect of the Trump administration conservative 
movement," the appointee said. 

E,ric Wolff and Anthony Adragna contrihiited to this report. 

To view online : 

https://www.politicopro.eom/energv/article/2018/04/pruitts-scorched-earth-strategv--adds--to- 
staffs-despair-507221 
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Message 


From: Jackson, Ryan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 

Sent: 5/31/2018 12:26:18 PM 

To: Elkins, Arthur [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8e6cfef587834f388791a500a803e7b2-Elkins, Arthur] 

CC: Greaves, Holly [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=abcb6428b3df40a9a78b059a8ba59707-Greaves, Ho]; Bodine, Susan 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8c2cc6086fcc44c3be6b5d32b262d983-Bodine, Sus]; Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e5cdf09a3924dada6d322c6794cc4fa-Leopold, Ma] 

Subject: FW: Discussion Document - Audit of EPA's Adherence to Policies, Procedures and Oversight Controls Pertaining to 

the Administrator's Travel 

Attachments: Finding Outline -Audit Objective l.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Finding Outline -Audit Objectives 2-3.pdf; ATT00002.htm 


Art, since the attached touches in a number of ways with the Administrator's office, the AO or I would like to review for 
accuracy too and this should have been provided to the AO for review as well not simply the OCFO. 

This has become an issue now in two draft reports and one of which we are now being asked to respond to in 15 days 
for a final publication instead of the usual 30 days. 1 believe it rises to the need to hold a meeting with you on 
procedure. Matt Leopold will return from a regional trip today. 1 believe we would like to hold this tomorrow and in the 
meantime if you're not available to meet with all of us tomorrow, 1 could get on the phone for what 1 think would be a 
short at least initial conversation. 

I'm at! Ex!'6 i 

L................._........I 

Thank you. 


Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wong, Lela" < Wong.Lela@ep3.gov > 

Date: May 29, 2018 at 7:29:23 PM EDT 

To: "Conklin, Jeanne" < Conkliri..ieanne@epa.gov > 

Cc: "Trent, Bobbie" < Trent.8obble@ep3.gov >, "Jackson, Ryan" < iackson.rvan@epa.gov >, "Pruitt, Scott" 
< p ruitt.scott @ e p a. go v>, "Christensen, Kevin" <Chri st e nsen.Kevjn@epa.fio v>, "Eyermann, Richard" 
< Evermann.Richard@epa.gov >, "Trefry, John" < Trefry.John@epa.gov> . "Bennett, Angela" 
< Bennett.Angela(a)epa.gov > 

Subject: Discussion Document - Audit of EPA's Adherence to Policies, Procedures and Oversight 
Controls Pertaining to the Administrator's Travel 

Hi Jeanne, 

Attached for your review are the OIG’s Discussion Documents on the audit of the EPA’s 
adherence to policies, procedures and oversight controls pertaining to the Administrator’s travel. 
We have updated the finding outlines based on your comments from the field exit conference on 
April 30. Please review the documents for factual accuracy. I will send out a meeting invitation 
shortly to schedule a time to discuss the Agency’s verbal comments in about 10 calendar 
days. As previously discussed, we will be issuing a draft report for the agency’s formal written 
comment. 
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Please note that the Discussion Documents are not to be distributed outside of EPA. You may 
distribute them to other EPA employees for purpose of providing comments only. 


If you have any questions, please call me at (415) 947,4531, or my manager Angela Bennett at 
(404) 562.9844. 

Thanks! 

Lei a 
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Message 


From: Jackson, Ryan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 

Sent: 4/10/2018 2:50:56 PM 

To: Wilcox, Jahan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=88fd588e97d3405d869bcae98d391984-Wilcox, Jah] 

CC: Ferguson, Lincoln [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08cd7f82606244de96b61b96681c46de-Ferguson, L]; Lyons, Troy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=15e4881c95044ab49c6c35a0f5eef67e-Lyons, Troy]; Bowman, Liz 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c3d4d94d3e4b4blf80904056703ebc80-Bowman, Eli]; Kelly, Albert 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08576e43795149e5a3f9669726dd044c-Kelly, Albe] 

Subject: Re: APPROVAL: security threat - comment request 


Ok 


Ryan Jackson 
Chief of Staff 
U S. EPA 

Ex^6 


On Apr 10, 2018, at 10:44 AM, Wilcox, Jahan <vvilcox . j ahan @ e pa-aov > wrote: 
UPDATED STATEMENT (With RJ's suggestion); 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


From: Jackson, Ryan 

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 10:39 AM 

To: Wilcox, Jahan < wilco?<.jahan@epa,gov >; Bowman, Liz < BowrTuin.Li:.;(S)epa.gov >: Ferguson, Lincoln 
< ferguson.jincojn@epa.gov >: Kelly, Albert < keliy.3lbert@epa.gov >: Lyons, Troy < jvons.troy(5)epa.gov > 

Subject: RE: APPROVAL: security threat - comment request 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


From: Wilcox, Jahan 

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 10:36 AM 
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To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.r v an #epa.gov >: Bowman, Liz < Bowman.Liz( S } e p a. go v>: Ferguson, Lincoln 
< fergusonJincoln@ep3.gov >: Kelly, Albert < keliv.a!ber1:g3epa.gov >; Lyons, Troy < lvons.trov@epa.gov > 

Subject: APPROVAL: security threat - comment request 


Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process 


BACKGROUND... 


Patrick Sullivan, EPA's Assistant Inspector General For Investigations said there are a number 
of threats against EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. "'We have at least four times - four to five 
times the number of threats against Mr. Pruitt than we had against Ms. [Gina] McCarthy,' said 
Patrick Sullivan, EPA's assistant inspector general for investigations, referring to Pruitt's 
predecessor during the Obama administration. He declined to provide the specific numbers of 
threats against Pruitt. 'They run the variety of direct death threats -- 'I'm going to put a bullet in 
your brain' - to implied threats -- 'if you don't classify this particular chemical in this particular 
way, I'm going to hurt you," Sullivan told CNN in an interview. 'Then there's implied threats -- 
like they say in New York, with the mafia; 'If you come after me and my family. I'll come after 
you and your family." ( CNN, 11/28/17) 

According to Patrick Sullivan, threats have nearly doubled against Pruitt. "In an interview with 
E&E News, Patrick Sullivan, EPA's assistant IG for investigations, said the watchdog opened 
roughly 70 threat probes in fiscal 2017, including cases and complaints related to EPA facilities 
and personnel. That surpassed the total of about 45 such probes into threats against EPA from 
fiscal 2016. Sullivan also said Pruitt has faced more threats than his immediate predecessors, 
former administrators Gina McCarthy and Lisa Jackson. 'He has had significantly more threats 
directed against him. There's absolutely no question about it,' Sullivan said." ( E&E News, 
01/11/18) 

Threats have been made against Pruitt and his family. "The administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency said an increase in his security detail is the result of an 
escalation in threats to him and his family. 'The quantity and the volume - as well as the type - 
of threats are different," Pruitt said in an interview with Bloomberg News. "What's really 
disappointing to me as it's not just me -- it's family.'" ( Bloomberg, 10/26/17) 

Pruitt said threats the level of protection is decided by the threat. "The level of protection is 
dictated by the level of threat," Pruitt said, noting security arrangements are decided by others 
assessing the situation." ( Bloomberg, 10/26/17) 

EPA's Office EPA's Office of Criminal Enforcement, Henry Barnet said there have been 
incidents of aggressive behavior against Pruitt. "There were 'incidents where he was being 
approached - vulgar language, people were being somewhat aggressive towards him - and so 
the special agent in charge provided documentation — a memo - to me and up the chain of 
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command requesting the administrator be placed in business- or first-class to avoid these 
potential issues for the safety of the administrator.'" ( Bloomberg. 02/15/18) 

EPA's Office EPA's Office of Criminal Enforcement, Henry Barnet said it's their job to ensure 
they can pul! Pruitt away from threats. "The agents have to make sure he's in a position where 
they can protect him," the director of EPA's Office of Criminal Enforcement, Henry Barnet, said 
in an interview. "If he's surrounded by other members of the public or it's a threat, their job is 
to push him and pull him away from those threats. That's why it is imperative to keep him away 
from the individuals so they can keep him safe." ( Bloomberg, 02/15/18) 

EPA's Protective Service Detail says there is a high ievel of interest against Pruitt. "Perrotta 
described a "high level of unusual interest in the administrator," calling it the most he's ever 
seen while safeguarding EPA chiefs." ( Bloomberg, 02/15/18) 


From:Friedman, Lisa [mailto:Hsa.friedman @ n vt imes.c o m1 

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 10:32 AM 

To: Press <Press @ e D a. go v>: Wilcox, Jahan <wilcox.i ahan(5)epa.gov >: Bowman, Liz 
< Bo wm a n. Li:r (S epa .go v' > 

Subject: security threat - comment request 

Sen. Whitehouse has sent a letter to Barrass - he said he has an EPA Homeland Security 
intelligence assessment that he says undercuts the October memo of Mr. Pruitt's security detail 
justifying the need for first-class travel, etc. as security measures. We're doing a story quickly - if 
you have any immediate comment I will put it in as quickly as possible; we are also writing 
through the story today. 

Best, 

Lisa 


Lisa Friedman 
Reporter, New York Times 
(202) 862-0306 office 


Ex. 6 


cell 
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Message 


From: Jackson, Ryan [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY] 

Sent: 3/6/2018 5:47:56 PM 

To: Wilcox, Jahan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=88fd588e97d3405d869bcae98d391984-Wilcox, Jah] 

Subject: FW: Washington Post: Man hired to sweep Scott Pruitt's office for bugs is in business with a top EPA security official, 

3/6/18 

Attachments: image2018-03-05-204944.pdf 


From: Jackson, Ryan 

Sent: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 11:51 AM 

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz(5)epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <!yons.troy(S)epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Washington Post: Man hired to sweep Scott Pruitt's office for bugs is in business with a top EPA security 
official, 3/6/18 

This story is simply incorrect. 

The security office within EPA approved the expenditure of funds for this contractor and it was paid on a card because it 
was below the threshold. 

Locktech is not Ed Steinmetz and with the amount over $5,000 limit the security office within EPA looked at competing 
bids. Ultimately it was the same materials and likely same contractor installing the locks in the Office of the Inspector 
General. 


From: Bowman, Liz 

Sent: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 11:27 AM 

To: Jackson, Ryan < iackson.rvan@eDa.gQv >; Lyons, Troy < lvons.trov@epa.flov > 

Subject: FW: Washington Post; Man hired to sweep Scott Pruitt's office for bugs is in business with a top EPA security 
official, 3/6/18 

FYI - If there is any information you all have here, please let me know (additional background, etc.). The WH is 
going to want talking points on this... 

From: Hassell, Emily 

Sent: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 11:19 AM 

To: AO OPA Individual News Clips < AO OPA Ind News CHps@epa.gov > 

Subject: Washington Post: Man hired to sweep Scott Pruitt's office for bugs is in business with a top EPA security official, 
3/6/18 

Washington Post 

https://www.¥/3shingtonpost.com/news/energv-environment/w'p/2018/03/06/man-hired-to-s¥/eep-scott-pruitts- 
office■for-b ugs -is-in-business-with-a-top--e p a-securst v -offkial /?utm term" -'. cd f7 2 ed34a4e 

Man hired to sweep Scott Pruitt's office for bugs is in business with a top EPA security official 

By Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis, 3/6/18, 10:45 AM 
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Two senior Senate Democrats asked Environment Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt on Tuesday to provide 
details about how a business associate of the head of his security detail got a security contract with the agency. 


Pasquale "Nino" Perrotta — who heads Pruitt's security detail and also serves as a principal of Rockville-based Sequoia 
Security Group — suggested last year to EPA officials that they hire a fellow member of the management team at 
Sequoia, Edwin Steinmetz, according to an administration official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss 
internal agency decisions. The roughly $3,000 contract to sweep Pruitt's office for concealed listening devices was 
conducted by Edwin Steinmetz Associates, the official said. 

The Associated Press reported last year that the EPA had hired Steinmetz to conduct the bug sweep, though it did not 
report that Perrotta had suggested agency officials seek Steinmetz's services, or that they are in business together. 
Pruitt also had biometric locks installed in his office, for two separate payments of $3,390 and $2,495, according to the 
AP. Those expenditures weren't disclosed on the government's contracting website because the threshold for reporting 
stands at $3,500. 

Steinmetz is listed as Sequoia's vice president of technical surveillance measures. And while it was his own firm, based in 
New Jersey, that received the bug-sweeping contract. Sens. Thomas R. Carper (Del.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.l.) — 
both senior Democrats on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee — are seeking documentation to prove 
that Perrotta obeyed federal conflict-of-interest rules. 

"These facts raise questions about Mr. Perrotta's compliance with EPA regulations and concerns that he may have used 
his position at the agency to influence the award of EPA contracts to a person or company in which he has a financial 
interest," they wrote in Tuesday's letter. 

In a statement Tuesday morning, EPA spokesman Jahan Wilcox said, "We will respond to Senator Carper and Senator 
Whitehouse through the proper channel." Steinmetz could not be reached for comment Tuesday morning. 

Under federal statute, the senators noted, a government official cannot participate "in a ... contract, claim ... or other 
particular matter in which, to his knowledge, he, his ... general partner, [or] organization in which he is serving as officer, 
director, trustee, general partner or employee ... has a financial interest." 

The letter continued, "EPA officials can only issue a waiver from this provision, in advance, if they determine that the 
employee's financial interest in the contract is not so substantial as to be deemed likely to affect the integrity of the 
services which the Government may expect from such employee." 

Perrotta, a former Bronx criminal investigator and Secret Service agent who held several overseas posts, has protected 
EPA leaders dating to the George W. Bush administration. Despite that full-time job, he has pursued numerous side 
ventures over the years. 

He was head of a contracting business, P&P Construction, from 2004 through late 2012, according to Linkedin and 
various public records. He wrote that he began the business "as a hobby" and "accomplished numerous home 
improvement projects throughout the D.C. area." 

Since early 2013, he has managed Sequoia, a "boutique security and investigative firm." On Sequoia's website, Perrotta 
is listed as the firm's principal leader. In the past, he also has referred to himself as the company's "founder and CEO." 

Steinmetz, meanwhile, is listed as part of the firm's "management team" and a vice president of technical surveillance 
measures. His online biography says he has "over 30 years of combined law enforcement, public and private sector 
experience in 'specialized' security services," and that he is an expert in conducting surveillance sweeps. 

Steinmetz's own firm, Edwin Steinmetz Associates, has received at least one other government contract, according to 
public records — a $25,000 award last year from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for "miscellaneous alarm, signal 
and security detection systems." 
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The firm is registered at what appears to be Steinmetz's home address in New Jersey. The company's website reads, 
"Bug sweeping is our business." 

On his Linkedin page, Steinmetz lists himself as having worked as a "privacy officer" for Sequoia since 2013, adding that 
he has provided security sweeps "for a number of high profile corporate clients throughout the United States." 

Pruitt's security expenses during his short tenure have repeatedly drawn scrutiny. Shortly after taking office in February 
2017, he switched to a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week protective detail, drawn in part from the agency's environmental 
crime investigation staff, after his staff concluded that he faced a higher level of threat than did his predecessors. After a 
public critic confronted the administrator while traveling last spring, according to a top EPA official, it was Perrotta who 
recommended that Pruitt fly in either first or business class to avoid such situations. 

Henry Barnet, who directs the EPA's Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics and Training, said in an interview with 
The Washington Post last month that Perrotta's recommendation was prompted by an incident in which a person 
approached Pruitt "with threatening language" that was "vulgar." 

Speaking in New Hampshire last month, Pruitt emphasized that members of his security detail decide his travel 
arrangements. "I'm not involved in any of those decisions. Those are all made by the detail, the security assessment in 
addition to the chief of staff," he said. 

Perrotta has traveled personally with Pruitt on multiple occasions, the senators noted, including to Kentucky, Oklahoma, 
Colorado and North Dakota last summer. In his capacity as a principal at Sequoia, Perrotta has advertised his expertise in 
"threat analysis and mitigation" and "VIP travel." 

Separately, Pruitt spent nearly $25,000 in agency funds last year to build a secure, soundproof communications booth in 
his office. The EPA inspector general's office confirmed in December that it would investigate the matter, though Pruitt 
told lawmakers that month that he installed the booth to have confidential conversations with key administration 
officials. 

"It's necessary for me to be able to do my job," Pruitt said during a hearing on Capitol Hill. 

In their letter. Carper and Whitehouse asked for details about the agency approval Perrotta received for his outside 
employment, as well as how he has weighed in on Pruitt's security measures. 

"Please provide any written assessments authored in whole or in part, or reviewed by, Mr. Perrotta, of security threats 
to you," they wrote, "including but not limited to the determination that security considerations required you to fly first- 
class, that you needed to have your office swept for electronic listening devices, that you needed to install biometric 
locks, that you needed a secure communications booth, that you require round-the-clock security protection, and any 
other non-disclosed security measure or project you have decided to undertake." 
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